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GENERAL INFORMATION
Building Name (Common): Lane, Peter Clark, Jr. & Bertha James, House

Other Name(s) (Historic): Lane, Peter Clark, Jr. & Bertha James, House
Street Address or Location: 151 Old Boston Post Road, Old Saybrook

Town/City: Old Saybrook  Village: County: Middlesex Designation(s):
Owner(s): DESILIO, HEATHER DOWNIE Public/Private: Private

Latitude: 41.2871 Longitude: -72.3863

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Present Use: Domestic: single dwelling

Historic Use: Domestic: single dwelling

Accessibility to public:No Exterior visible from public road? Yes
Interior accessible?  If yes, explain:_NA
Style of building: Vernacular craftsman style Date of Construction: 1918

Material(s)(Indicate use or location when appropriate) Clapboard
Structural Systems(s): , Wood Frame

Roof(Type): Gable (Material): Asphalt Shingle

Number of Stories: 11/2 Approximate Dimensions: 20' x 21'
Structural Condition: Excellent

Exterior Condition: Good

Locational Integrity: On original site  Moved, When: NA
Alterations?: No If yes, explain: NA

Related outbuildings or landscape features: Shed
Surrounding Environment: Residential

Interrelationship of building and surroundings:

113 Old Boston Post Road is located on the north side of the street, facing south, on a .46-acre parcel. Old Boston Post Road is lined with
single-family homes, many historic structures of the late 18th century to the mid-20th century. This house was the childhood home of African-
American writer Ann Petry.

Other notable features of building or site:

This is a This is a 1 1/2-story vernacular-style house built in 1918-20. The gable roof has its ridge-line oriented north-south, with the gable-
front fagade facing the street. This is a two-bay facade with the front entry in the right (east) corner, a double-hung window to the left and two
double-hung windows in the upper level. A full-width one-story porch wraps around the west side and has a shed roof supported by turned
posts. The roof has a moderate overhang and sloped closed soffits. The east side has a wide shed dormer which provides a full-height
space at the center of the upper level; this has two double-hung windows. Below, a diamond-paned sash at the left (south) corner lights the
entry area while at the right corner a back door and kitchen window open to a rear porch. A small one-story addition extends north from the
rear. The west side has a dormer treatment similar to the east. The building has a vernacular Arts and Crafts-style appearance, due to the
dormers and the diamond-paned window. Siding is horizontal wood clapboards, stained, with white trim. A 1978 photograph shows that it
previously was clad in wood shingle siding, and the windows had two-over-two double-hung sash. The roof is asphalt shingles. The house is
set back from the street further than the neighboring older homes along Old Boston Post Road.

Architect: Peter Clark Lane, Jr. Builder/Maker: Peter Clark Lane, Jr.

Historical or Architectural importance:

The extended James and Lane family, African-Americans previously living in Hartford, purchased or built homes in the area surrounding the
Old Saybrook South Green. The first property acquired was at 2 Pennywise Lane, where a pharmacy was established in 1901 by Peter Clark
Lane, Jr., later known as the James Pharmacy. Peter Clark Lane, Jr. (1871-1949) and Bertha James Lane (1875-1956) built a new home at
151 Old Boston Post Road in 1918-20.
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Peter Clark Lane, Jr. and Bertha at first lived in the upstairs apartment over the pharmacy. They had three daughters: Bertha Harriet (1903-
1905), Helen Louise (1906-1988), and Anna (later shortened to Ann) Houston (1908-1997), and lived in the pharmacy apartment until 1920.
They then moved into their new home at 151 Old Boston Post Road. Bertha’s sister, Anna Louise James (1886-1977), took over the
pharmacy and it was renamed the James Pharmacy (listed on the National Register).

Anna Houston Lane lived in this house with her parents and two sisters. Anna began writing a journal, and her first entry from 1920
described the house, detailing the front porch and a screen porch on the side, a charming stair railing, and new plumbing fixtures ordered
from Hartford. The family moved in on May 22, 1920. Finishing touches included a generator to pump water, a chicken coop, and a pig
(Petry, E., 2009, p. 24).

Anna attended the Connecticut College of Pharmacy in New Haven, where she made life-long friends among the daughters of New Haven'’s
black elite. She then returned home where she worked for a time at the James Pharmacy. (See 113 Old Boston Post Road for the house
where Ann and her husband lived in later years.)
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151 Old Boston Post Rd., Old Saybrook - south view
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