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CT Trust Resource ID: 2769

HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY — BUILDING AND STRUCTURES

State Historic Preservation Office, DECD, One Constitution Plaza,2nd Floor, Hartford, CT 06103
*Note: Please attach any additional or expanded information on a separate sheet.
Inventory form modified for the Creative Places - Arts & Letters Project

GENERAL INFORMATION
Building Name (Common): Lofting, Hugh, House (2nd)

Other Name(s) (Historic): Lofting, Hugh, House (2nd); Griswold, S.E., House
Street Address or Location: 76 River Road, Killingworth

Town/City: Killingworth Village: County: New Haven Designation(s):
Owner(s): RAMBUS, CAROLYN & COWPER, SHAWN E Public/Private: Private

Latitude: 41.2779 Longitude: -72.5540

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Present Use: Domestic: single dwelling

Historic Use: Domestic: single dwelling

Accessibility to public:No Exterior visible from public road? Yes
Interior accessible?  If yes, explain:_NA
Style of building: Colonial Date of Construction: 1761

Material(s)(Indicate use or location when appropriate) Clapboard
Structural Systems(s): , Post & Beam

Roof(Type): Gable (Material): Asphalt Shingle

Number of Stories: 2 1/2 Approximate Dimensions: 23' x 57’
Structural Condition: Excellent

Exterior Condition: Excellent

Locational Integrity: On original site  Moved, When: NA
Alterations?: No If yes, explain: NA

Related outbuildings or landscape features: Garage
Surrounding Environment: Residential

Interrelationship of building and surroundings:

The house is located on the north side of River Road, east of the intersection with Paper Mill Road, on a 2.5-acre parcel. The building is set
close to the road, while neighboring modern-period houses are set back in wooded parcels. To the south, the view is across an open field to
the Evergreen Cemetery. A c. 1950 garage is located to the west of the house.

Other notable features of building or site:

This is a 2 Y%-story Colonial period (1761) center-chimney house with side-gable roof and five-bay fagade. The windows are 12-over-12
double hung with simple square casings. The central entry has a Federal-style surround with pilasters and lintel, and a flat-arched fan light
above the door. The soffit at the fagade eave has an overhang with simple modillion blocks; the rakes have no overhangs. A three-bay two-
story addition at the east end has 6-over-6 double-hung windows and sloping soffits. Siding is horizontal wood clapboard with corner board
trim.

Architect: Unknown Builder/Maker: Unknown

Historical or Architectural importance:
Structure Significance: ;Artist/Writer Significance: ;Artist/Writer Work: ;Resource Association:

Sources:

Interviews: Thomas Lentz, Killingworth municipal historian, 8/29/2014, at the Killingworth Historical Society. Tammy Eustis, Killingworth
Public Library, 10/05/2014, at the Library.

Town of Killingworth Assessor's Records http://www.propertyrecordcards.com/SearchMaster.aspx?towncode=070 . Parcel ID. 30-30A. Aerial
views from: http://maps.google.com/ and http://www.bing.com/maps/ . Historical aerial photography and maps accessed at UConn MAGIC:
http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/mash_up/1934.html; http://magic.lib.uconn.edu/historical_maps_connecticut_towns.html .

Beach, Randall. 9/28/1997. Dr. Dolittle author recalled at ceremony. New Haven Register.

Burghardt, Dee. 12/17/1967. The World of Doctor Doolittle. New Haven Register Sunday Pictorial.
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Fisher, Stan. 9/26/1997. Town to Remember Dr. Doolittle Author. New Haven Register.
Hitchcock, Charlotte. 2015. State Register Nomination for 62 River Road, Killingworth. Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation & State
Historic Preservation Office.
Lofting, Hugh. 1920. The Story of Doctor Dolittle. Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott Co. et al.
Lundberg, C. 1980. Historic & Architectural Survey of the Town of Killingworth (1978). Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning Agency
(now River Council of Governments) No. 61-2.
Killingworth Public Library archives. Accessed 10/05/2014.
'Welcome to the Wonderful World of Dr. Doolittle.' Fan web site. Accessed 11/30/2014. http://puddleby.tripod.com/index.html 1998-2003.
Note: this site was edited with cooperation and advice from the author’s son Christopher Lofting, who provided illustrations and family
photographs.

Photographer: Charlotte Hitchcock Date: 8/29/2014

View: South view

Form completed by: Charlotte Hitchcock Printed On: April 24, 2016
Organization: Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation

Address: 940 Whitney Avenue, Hamden CT 06517-4002

Threats: None known

Subsequent field evaluations:
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SW view of 76 River Road, Killingworth
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