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GENERAL INFORMATION
Building Name (Common): Burr, Alfred E., Mall and Stegosaurus

Other Name(s) (Historic): Burr, Alfred E., Mall and Stegosaurus
Street Address or Location: 580 Main Street, Hartford

Town/City: Hartford Village: County: Hartford Designation(s):

Owner(s): Ella Burr McManus Trust Public/Private: Public

Latitude: 41.7630 Longitude: -72.6741

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Present Use: LANDSCAPE: Public plaza; RECREATION & CULTURE: Work of art
Historic Use: LANDSCAPE: Public plaza; RECREATION & CULTURE: Work of art

Accessibility to public:Yes Exterior visible from public road? Yes
Interior accessible?  If yes, explain:_NA
Style of building: Modern movement Date of Construction: 1973

Material(s)(Indicate use or location when appropriate) Cut Stone
Structural Systems(s): , Structural iron or steel

Roof(Tipe): (Material):

Number of Stories: n/a Approximate Dimensions: 140’ x 356’

Structural Condition: Excellent
Exterior Condition: Excellent
Locational Integrity: On original site  Moved, When: NA

Alterations?: Yes If yes, explain: Redesign of the mall landscape, late 1980s.
Related outbuildings or landscape features: Barn

Surrounding Environment: High building density

Interrelationship of building and surroundings:

The Alfred E. Burr Memorial Mall, formerly a one-block street, was transformed into a public plaza in the mid-twentieth century. It has a
paved central plaza with the 1973 Stegosaurus stabile by Alexander Calder as its centerpiece. The east and west ends are landscaped with
lawn and shade trees. The site is a 1.14-acre plaza to the south of the Wadsworth Atheneum and north of the City of Hartford Municipal
Building. The extent of the Alfred E. Burr Memorial Mall was ceded to the Ella Burr McManus Trust by the Wadsworth Atheneum, and now
comprises the public open space of the Mall on which the object, the Stegosaurus sculpture by Alexander Calder, is sited.

Other notable features of building or site:

The mall is a pedestrian plaza designed by landscape architect Daniel Urban Kiley (1912-2004) and later partially re-designed by landscape
architects CR3, a Simsbury firm. The plaza is symmetrical across both its east-west and north-south axes. The outer sections near Main
Street on the west and Prospect Street on the east, are lawns with sycamore trees lining the perimeter of low cut-stone walls forming
parabolic curves in plan. Brick-paved pedestrian paths follow these walls inward toward the center, where a marble oval surrounds a splash
fountain. A rectangular area enclosed by a low cut-stone wall is inset into the niche at the north side, formed by the wall of the Atheneum’s
Morgan Memorial block. This has been planted with honey locust trees arrayed in a grid. A row of ginkgo trees lines the south edge of the
plaza adjacent to the Municipal Building.

Stegosaurus is a 50' by 32' by 32', 40-ton, steel sculpture or stabile by Alexander Calder. Forty-five curved and ribbed steel plates are bolted
together to form a 'semi-abstract figure of a Stegosaurus dinosaur from the Jurassic period' (Smithsonian). The figure is painted a bright
orange-red and stands on five supports forming a series of arched openings. Four large fin-like ribbed triangular plates jut upward from the
arches. Whether the elements can be seen as tail, head, or as armor plates, is left to the viewer’s imagination. The Stegosaurus stabile is
placed in the central plaza, off-center at the east end of the fountain, facing southwest toward the water source.

A monogram, 'AC," and the copyright year, '72," are on the west leg of the sculpture. A plate is attached to another leg and inscribed:
Trustees of the Ella Burr McManus Trust.

Architect: Kiley, Daniel Urban, Landscape Architecy Builder/Maker: Calder, Alexander - Sculptor
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Historical or Architectural importance:

These resources derive significance from the association with the artist Alexander Calder (1898-1976), one of the pre-eminent American
sculptors of the modern period and a long-time Connecticut resident; and with the association with landscape architect Dan Kiley (1912-
2004), a prominent landscape designer of the modern period.

The Stegosaurus sculpture is highly significant as a major public artwork by Alexander Calder. Few examples of Calder’s large-scale work
are on permanent public view, making the Stegosaurus a valuable public resource. It also represents one of the Hartford community’s
periodic moves to adopt modern art, between periods of relative conservatism (see also the 1977 Stone Field on Gold Street, Hartford, by
Carl Andre). Stegosaurus has become one of the iconic symbols of Hartford.
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Subsequent field evaluations:

Burr Mall & Calder Stegosaurus - Northwest view
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