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GENERAL INFORMATION
Building Name (Common): Vito Covelli House

Other Name(s) (Historic): Name Unknown
Street Address or Location: 166 E West Hill Road, Barkhamsted

Town/City: Barkhamsted Village: County: Litchfield Designation(s):

Owner(s): Estate of Philip J. and Olivia C. Covelli Public/Private: Private

Latitude: 41.8905 Longitude: -73.0123

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Present Use: Domestic: single dwelling

Historic Use: Domestic: single dwelling

Accessibility to public:No Exterior visible from public road? Yes
Interior accessible?  If yes, explain:_NA
Style of building: Greek Revival Date of Construction: ¢c. 1860

Material(s)(Indicate use or location when appropriate) Fieldstone, Clapboard

Structural Systems(s): , Wood Frame

Roof(Type): Gable (Material): Asphalt Shingle

Number of Stories: 21/2 Approximate Dimensions: 25' x 30'
Structural Condition: Good

Exterior Condition: Good

Locational Integrity: On original site  Moved, When: NA
Alterations?: No If yes, explain: NA

Related outbuildings or landscape features: Shed
Surrounding Environment: Residential

Interrelationship of building and surroundings:

This property is located on the east side of East West Hill Road in Barkhamsted and includes a house constructed c. 1860 and a twenty-first century
garage on a 78.38-acre lot. A short driveway extends to the east off the road and terminates in front of (to the east of) the garage. The garage sits
just to the southeast of the house. The property sits very close to the town line of New Hartford which borders the south line of the property.

Other notable features of building or site:

The house is close to the road, and faces west. It is a two-story, wood-frame, front-gable house with Greek Revival features including the low pitch
front-gable roof, a continuous frieze band across the gable-front, and the door surround. The house is sheathed in clapboard and vinyl siding, has a
fieldstone foundation, asphalt shingles on the roof, and two brick chimneys. This single-family residence includes seven rooms and is approximately
25 x 30.

The front door is centered on the fagade, and includes an entry surround with pilasters and a simple entablature. The door is reached by stone steps.
The gable attic has horizontal board siding and a multi-paned, rectangular window. A secondary entry is located on the south elevation of the house,
near the west corner. The house has a small ell extending off the south elevation. The east elevation of the house has cornice returns in the gable-
end. Fenestration includes six-over-six and nine-over-nine double-hung windows.

Architect: Unknown Builder/Maker: Unknown

Historical or Architectural importance:

In an 1859 Litchfield County map of Barkhamsted by G. M. Hopkins, the owner of this property was H. Dutton. By 1874, shown in a F. W. Beers
Litchfield County Map, H. Dutton was still the owner. The Tiffany Records, found in Barkhamsted Heritage, edited by Richard G. Wheeler and George
Hilton, confirm this and gives later owners, c. 1922 Alfred Hopkins, and in 1974 Vito Covelli (Wheeler and Hilton 1975, 287). Vito and Claire Covelli
purchased the property, which consisted of 150 acres and a house, in 1926 (Covelli Interview 2015). The property was inherited by Philip and Olivia
Covelli in 1955.

This property is significant for its association with artist Vito Covelli (1881-1958). Covelli created locally known works of art at the property during his
year-round occupancy from 1926-1958. The works included 125 oil paintings for the Works Progress Administration Federal Art Project during the
Great Depression.

Vito Covelli was born in 1881 in Bari, Italy. Before he immigrated to the United States, he had studied Art in Italy. He had also studied to be an
electrician. When he first moved to New York, he worked as a repairman for counters and display cases in department stores (Covelli Interview
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2015). In 1913 he married Claire deGuine, and after working in New York City for some years, they moved to Barkhamsted, purchasing this property
and living simply. From 1937 until 1940, Covelli painted for the Works Progress Administration Federal Art Program. During this time he created 125
oil paintings that were hung in institutions around Connecticut (Boughton 2014).
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