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he only thing constant in life is change,” quipped François de La
Rochefoucauld, the French prince and author of the 17th century. Those of
us involved in theological education and pastoral formation certainly know
the truth of those words! Whether it is curriculum, accreditation, fund raising,
enrollment management, library services and so on, the Board, faculty, staff,
administration and especially the students of Concordia Theological Seminary
continuously experience the shifting realities of the world of higher education.
Indeed, one of the reasons we publish (albeit electronically now) the seminary
Academic Catalog each year is to establish firmly the policies under which our
students will be pursuing their degrees, certificates and diplomas.
(You can view the Academic Catalog at www.ctsfw.edu/AcademicCatalog.)
The world is always changing. The challenge to the church is to understand
and adapt to that change, yet in such a way as to maintain without any
slipperiness the faith once delivered to the saints (Jude 3). Our Lord Himself
warns us of what happens if we lose that anchor. “And everyone who hears
these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built
his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”
(Matt. 7:26-27, ESV)
We are called to build on Christ, the Solid Rock, for all other ground is
sinking sand. That is what we have done from Concordia Theological Seminary’s
beginning, as Dr. MacKenzie’s article in this issue shows us so well. It is what
we are doing, as Dr. Gieschen describes in such inspiring detail. And it is what
we will continue to do, with the blessing of our Lord Christ, into the future. For
Christ is what we have been, are and will continue to be about. “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Heb. 13:8, ESV)
The challenges we face today are real. No one here is questioning that.
However, the promises of God in Christ are greater than the challenges of this
world. And He has stated that we are more than conquerors. And, firm in His
promise, we launch forth into the 168th academic year of Concordia Theological
Seminary, determined, by God’s grace, to hold fast to the form of sound words.
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a
wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been
founded on the rock.” (Matt. 7:24-25, ESV)
In His service,

Lawrence R. Rast Jr.
President
Concordia Theological Seminary
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By Cameron A. MacKenzie
Along with Wilhelm Sihler, pastor of St. Paul’s in Fort
Wayne, Loehe decided to establish a truly Lutheran
seminary on the American frontier. He recruited and then
sent 11 students and a teacher. By the fall of 1846, they
had safely arrived in Fort Wayne and classes had begun.
This was the birth of Concordia Theological Seminary.

7 Seminary Present

By Charles A. Gieschen
If you were to visit your seminary in Fort Wayne, you
would see men studying to be pastors, but you would also
see women being preparing to be deaconesses, foreign
students being trained to be theological educators and
men who are ordained pastors back in the classroom for
continuing education. You would not see the several men
and women who are members of our seminary community
but have a substantial portion of their educational program
delivered online. . . .In short, the seminary of the present day
is responding actively to a variety of the church’s needs by
preparing servants in Jesus Christ in a variety of ways.
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By Lawrence R. Rast Jr.
There are many questions about the future of institutions
of theological education, whether they be stand alone,
denominational seminaries or divinity schools within a
larger university or even simply departments of religious
studies. This is surprising to no one who is involved
with theological education in particular, or even the
church in general.
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Seminary
What now?

That was the question that Pastor
Wilhelm Loehe had to answer. What was he supposed to do now?

A few months earlier, in January 1841, he had
published an article based on reports from missionary
F. C. D. Wyneken about the deplorable conditions of
German immigrants in America–no churches, services,
catechism instructions or baptisms! Without Lutheran
pastors, there was a real risk that they might fall
prey to the frontier’s false prophets and so with their
descendants be lost to
Lutheranism–maybe
even Christianity–
forever! So people had
responded to Loehe’s
plea by sending money
to do something about
the situation. But what?
The answer to
Loehe’s question–and
prayer–arrived in the
form of a person, who
appeared at Loehe’s
door with the simple
request, “Send me.”
His name was Adam
Ernst, a shoemaker
by trade and a pious man with good
catechetical instruction. Moved by
Wyneken’s report, he was ready to
leave home for America to assist in
the work of establishing the Lutheran
Church on the frontier–the wilds of Ohio
and Indiana and Michigan.
Shortly thereafter, another volunteer showed
up, George Burger, a weaver, and Loehe had a second
candidate for mission work in America. In less than a
year they were “ready,” and off they went in July 1842
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with instructions about working among the immigrants
while remaining fully committed to the Lutheran
Confessions as a correct summary of God’s Word.
Over the next decade or so Loehe and his colleagues
would send about 80 more “emergency helpers” to
America. Most of them would join The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod.
Originally, the plan
was to train men as
helpers for pastors, as
teachers and catechists.
However, reports
from the field soon
convinced Loehe that
what was needed was
pastors, so Loehe began
training more men
for pastoral ministry.
He also realized that
there was a need for
training in America,
so he began to support
an already-existing
Lutheran seminary in
Columbus, Ohio, and directed students
to that institution. Unfortunately, this
arrangement lasted just a brief time,
since the seminary and its sponsor, the
Ohio Synod, were struggling over just
how “Lutheran” they wanted to be—and
the advocates of confessional Lutheranism
appeared to be losing. So Loehe looked for an
alternative arrangement.
Along with Wilhelm Sihler, pastor of St. Paul’s
in Fort Wayne, Loehe decided to establish a truly
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Left: portrait of the young F. C. D. Wyneken and the first two pages of
Aufruf an die lutherische Kirche published by Pastor Wilhelm Loehe in 1841
describing the deplorable conditions of German immigrants in the 1800s.
Above: Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., circa 1860.
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Lutheran seminary on the American frontier. He
recruited and then sent 11 students and a teacher. By
the fall of 1846, they had safely arrived in Fort Wayne
and classes had begun. This was the birth of Concordia
Theological Seminary.
Just about the same time, The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod was taking shape, and Wilhelm
Sihler again was playing a major role. When the new
synod met for the first time in the spring of 1847,
Sihler and Loehe’s men combined with Lutherans
originally from Saxony (in Germany), led by C. F. W.
Walther, to create a church body with solid biblical
and confessional commitments. Sihler offered the Fort
Wayne seminary to the Missouri Synod, contingent
upon Loehe’s approval (which soon arrived), and the
new church body had its first seminary!
Much has changed since then, of course, but
Concordia Theological Seminary has remained an
integral part of the Missouri Synod’s system for
training future pastors. For much of its history, it
was the “practical seminary.” This meant that–just as

its founders had begun–it continued to recruit older
students with less formal theological education but
with considerably more life experience. Their training
included whatever general education was necessary
as well as courses in Bible and doctrine, preaching,
teaching and everything else that effective yet faithful
pastoral ministry required.
Synod’s other seminary, located in St. Louis,
developed a different kind of program. Its students
were recruited as young teenagers and were required
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to undergo many years of training, especially in
biblical languages. Eventually, the Missouri Synod
developed a network of “prep” schools to prepare
young men for the St. Louis seminary. On account of
its emphasis on formal education, it was known as the
“theoretical seminary.”
After World War II, the practical seminary proved
its usefulness once again and provided many pastors
for a rapidly growing synod in the late 1940s and
50s. But by the 1960s, synodical expectations for the
training of its clergy were changing. The Springfield
seminary terminated its pre-seminary program and
began to require a bachelor’s degree for admission.
For its part, the St. Louis seminary began to accept
students who did not have the full prep school training.
At the same time, the Missouri Synod was
beginning to polarize theologically with the Springfield
seminary generally maintaining a more traditional
position. By 1973 the difficulties resulted in the synod
convention condemning the doctrinal position of the
faculty majority at St. Louis as “false doctrine running
counter to the Holy Scriptures.”
When the dust began to settle, the Missouri Synod
still had two seminaries but neither of them was
what it had been before. The faculty majority had
walked out of the St. Louis seminary early in 1974.
This gave Synod the opportunity to reconstitute it on
the basis of more traditional theological principles.
Synod relocated CTS to Fort Wayne in 1976. Here it
completed the transition from a practical, non-degree
pastoral training program to a more academic one
with biblical language requirements and a Master of
Divinity degree as the standard outcome.
The seminary’s history did not end in 1976. In 2003,
it initiated a graduate level deaconess training program;
and in 2008, it began to train men (mainly by means
of internet-based courses) as Specific Ministry Pastors.
The seminary also broke ground on a new library
in 2009. Now almost completed, the new structure
demonstrates God’s continued care for the seminary
in providing the resources needed for the school to
continue its work of training pastors and deaconesses
for The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
The Rev. Dr. Cameron A. MacKenzie
(Cameron.MacKenzie@ctsfw.edu) serves as
chairman of Historical Theology and The
Forest E. and Frances H. Ellis Professor
of Historical Theology at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.
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Present:
Responding to the Church’s Needs
By Charles A. Gieschen

If you were to ask people in the pews of the

congregations of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
(LCMS) what they would see upon a visit to their seminary
in Fort Wayne, they would probably respond: “Some older
men teaching a bunch of younger men to be pastors.”
Although the central focus of Concordia Theological
Seminary (CTS) is the formation of men to be Lutheran
pastors, the varied needs of the church, both in the United
States and globally, has led this seminary to offer a variety
of theological education programs beyond residential
pastoral formation. If you were to visit your seminary in Fort
Wayne, you would see men studying to be pastors, but you
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would also see women being preparing to be deaconesses,
foreign students being trained to be theological educators
and men who are ordained pastors back in the classroom for
continuing education. You would not see the several men
and women who are members of our seminary community
but have a substantial portion of their educational program
delivered online. And you may not see all the professors
because some are on a short-term teaching assignment at a
pastoral conference in one of our districts or overseas in one
of our partner churches. In short, the seminary of the present
day is responding actively to a variety of the church’s needs
by preparing servants in Jesus Christ in a variety of ways.

77

As at its founding in 1846, the central focus of CTS
remains residential pastoral formation, which today is done
primarily through the four year Master of Divinity degree
program that culminates in certification and placement of
men for ordination and installation as pastors in the LCMS.
Much like Jesus teaching the Twelve for about three years
and then sending them forth, this program includes three
years of academic and practical studies at the seminary
and one year out in the field under the supervision of an
experienced pastor (vicarage). It is a rigorous and thorough
program in order to assure that our pastors confess and
proclaim the Scriptures faithfully as well as serve people
with the care and compassion of Jesus. When applicants
meet certain age and experience criteria, there is the option
to enroll in a slightly shorter—three years instead of
four—pastoral formation process called the Alternate Route
Program. The long-term commitment of CTS to residential
pastoral formation is very visible in the recent expansion
of Walther Library. Our new library not only provides
wonderful access to a myriad of resources for theological
studies, but it also offers superb space for student reading
and writing.
Not all of the men preparing to be pastors at CTS,
however, are in these two residential programs. For various
reasons, the need exists to train some future pastors in their
geographical context. CTS, therefore, has also offered the

Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP) Program for the past five
years and, prior to that, the Distance Education Leading to
Ordination (DELTO) Program. Through online technology,
annual on-campus intensives and an on-site mentor, the
SMP Program at CTS is preparing approximately 10 pastors
a year in their own ministry context. Some fringe benefits
of teaching in the SMP Program have been the integration
of more educational technology by our faculty into the
curriculum of our residential students and the use of this
technology to help with pastoral formation in international
contexts where residential Lutheran seminaries are not
readily available.
Ten years ago several women began appearing
in seminary classes and daily chapel. Why would that
happen in a church body that does not ordain women? The
LCMS asked both seminaries to begin training deaconesses.
Since the inception of our Master of Arts in Deaconess
Studies Program, over 70 women have become deaconesses
through CTS. Because of the desire of several women who
could not be in Fort Wayne full time for our residential
deaconess program, CTS began a hybrid online/intensive
program a few years ago for forming deaconesses. Women in
this program take about 50% of their courses as on-campus
intensives. They value their time of learning with professors
and students on campus, but then return home to family and
service in a congregation. It is noteworthy that the trust level

As at its founding in 1846, the central
focus of CTS remains residential
pastoral formation, which today
is done primarily through the four year
Master of Divinity degree program
that culminates in certification and
placement of men for ordination and
installation as pastors in the LCMS.
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is generally very high between pastors and deaconesses, in
part because they have been trained alongside each other
and, thus, share theological convictions.
One person that people in the pew may not expect to see
at the seminary is their own pastor—he graduated and is
finished with seminary studies—but over the years several
experienced pastors have returned to CTS for our Doctor of
Ministry Program. In response to the needs of parish pastors,
CTS recently redesigned our Doctor of Ministry Program so
that it is more accessible through classes that begin online
and continue as campus intensives, more practical through
three concentrations and more affordable through reduced
costs. Furthermore, because it is difficult for many pastors
to begin an extensive program, our professors teach many
short-term continuing education courses, offered over two
to five days, at regional sites across the country, especially
during the summer months. These classes give pastors a
chance to “recharge their batteries” and our professors a great
opportunity to reconnect with pastors in the field.
The seminary also offers academic graduate programs for
advanced theological study rather than the specific training
of church workers. Our Master of Arts Program is sometimes
used by Lutheran school teachers or laity who have an
interest in additional studies in Theology. Our Master of
Sacred Theology Program is especially designed for those
who have gone through the Master of Divinity Program and

want advanced study in one particular area of Theology.
This program also helps us identify future teachers for our
colleges and seminaries, or those of our partner churches, as
some of these students go on to doctoral programs, such as
our own Ph.D. in Missiology. This doctoral program brings
in students from all over the world, some Lutheran and
others not, for an extensive study of biblical and Lutheran
missiology. The variety of students in these graduate
programs adds a rich dynamic to the experience of our
pastoral and deaconess students as they cross paths here.
The seminary of today serves the LCMS in a variety of
other ways beyond these programs. Seminary professors
teach regularly in congregations, pastoral conferences and
global mission contexts. They serve on the Commission on
Theology and Church Relations as well as in other synodical
offices or appointments. They write regularly for people in
the pew, fellow pastors or the wider scholarly world. The
seminary of today is still forming faithful pastors, but it is
doing this in a variety of ways and doing much more that this
as it forms a variety of servants in Jesus Christ who teach the
faithful, reach the lost and care for all.
The Rev. Dr. Charles A. Gieschen
(Charles.Gieschen@ctsfw.edu) serves as academic
dean and professor of Exegetical Theology at
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.

The seminary also offers academic graduate programs for
advanced theological study rather than the specific training
of church workers. Our Master of Arts Program is sometimes
used by Lutheran school teachers or laity who have an
interest in additional studies in Theology. Our Master of
Sacred Theology Program is especially designed for those
who have gone through the Master of Divinity Program and
want advanced study in one particular area of Theology.
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Seminary
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking
to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (Heb. 12:1-2, ESV)

Fu

W

e humans are parochial beings. God’s Word recognizes that and challenges us
to lift our eyes up beyond our immediate circumstances to the ultimate reality
that is our life in Christ. The Hebrews passage above captures that. So does
Rev. 14:1(ESV): “Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and
with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.”
Still, if I’ve heard it once, I’ve heard it a thousand
times. Someone says “we’ve never experienced change like
this before; the challenges we face today are greater than
any time in world history.” There’s a certain truth there;
history never absolutely repeats itself. And, yes, today we
do find ourselves in rapidly changing circumstances. Yet,
such a perspective reveals a restricted understanding of the
incredible experiences, both mountaintop and valley, of
those who have gone before us and cut us off from learning
from them the imaginative ways in which they faced the
unique character of their times.
Nevertheless, I believe it is a perfectly natural response.
For we human beings are by our very nature tied to time.
From a human perspective, world history begins with the
day of our birth and ends with the day of our death. As a
result, to engage the past is something that we must work at;
it does not come naturally. Further, the future is out of our
reach. We think about it, plan for it and prepare for it, but it
remains hidden. “For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I have been fully known.” (1 Cor. 13:12, ESV)
God, on the other hand, is eternal and not time-bound
as we are. All things are immediately present to Him.
Our past, present and future is bound up in Him and His
unchanging Word to us. In the Second Person of the Trinity,
the eternal God became incarnate and bound Himself to our
time and our experience. “For we do not have a high priest
10

who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin.” (Heb. 4:15, ESV)
This is the christological center of Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. It has been so
from our beginning, it is so in our present and it will be,
with the grace and help of God, into our future.
There are many questions about the future of
institutions of theological education, whether they be stand
alone, denominational seminaries or divinity schools within
a larger university or even simply departments of religious
studies. This is surprising to no one who is involved with
theological education in particular or even the church in
general. Many are worried—rightly so!—about the future
of Christianity in the United States. Older denominations
are struggling and the preferred position that the church
used to enjoy is now a thing of the past.
As a result, some wonder whether the golden age of the
residential seminary has passed as well. The trends can be
disturbing. Enrollment at seminaries of all traditions has
dropped for a number of years running now. In 2009, USA
Today reported that 39% of seminaries in the U.S. were
“financially stressed.”1 Concerns about student debt have
continued to press themselves upon the church. Finally, the
rise of online learning has rearranged the field of higher
education in a remarkably short span of time.2
Humanly speaking, these are significant challenges;
For the Life of the World

Future

By Lawrence R. Jast Jr.

there is no question about that. At the same time, however,
challenging times can bring forth creative solutions.
Concordia Theological Seminary itself was formed in
response to the unique circumstances of the American
frontier and developed a curriculum designed specifically
to prepare pastors within that context. Even as it grew into
the institution it is today, with pastors serving throughout
the United States and the world, it remains committed to the
vision of its founders to provide faithful servants who teach
the faithful, reach the lost and care for all.
One of the biggest questions is the role, place and
September 2013

Dr. William Weinrich, professor
of Historical Theology at CTS,
engages students in Gospels III.
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impact of distance education, particularly as it relates
to residential pastoral formation. Point one is this:
distance education is here to stay. As such, Concordia
Theological Seminary will continue (we’ve been at this
for almost 20 years now!) to strive to provide the highest
quality offerings possible. Point two is this: we’ll need
to continue to assess distance programs as carefully and
intentionally as we do residential programs—especially in
respect to their effectiveness in pastoral formation.
Which brings us
I am convinced that rumors of the to the question of the
demise of the residential seminary future of the residential
theological education.
are greatly exaggerated. I believe
Paraphrasing Mark
the following, written in 1997, still Twain, I am convinced
holds today: “The impact of the that rumors of the
seminary’s culture on a student is demise of the residential
in large measure a function of the seminary are greatly
extent of the student’s exposure exaggerated. I believe
the following, written
to it. One must be there to be
in 1997, still holds
formed by it.”
today: “The impact of
the seminary’s culture
on a student is in large measure a function of the extent
of the student’s exposure to it. One must be there to be
formed by it.”3 Seminaries and especially their faculties—
of which ours is one of the finest in the world—have
an obvious impact on their students, particularly in
the residential setting. Beyond that, however, they
simultaneously reflect and shape the culture of their
church body, both domestically and internationally.
Because they play such a key role in the life of the church,
we must continue to support the residential seminary. For,
as Daniel Aleshire, Executive Director of the Association
of Theological Schools, says, “The case for theological
schools is not that they can do everything that needs to
be done, but that they do many things that are absolutely
essential to learning for religious vocation, and they do
them better than any other kind of educational program.”4
All of this being said, the center of the seminary is
its students, the men and women who are preparing for
service in the church as lay leaders, the women who are
preparing to be deaconesses and the men preparing for the
pastoral office. All of them are critical to the well being
of Christ’s body, the Church. And each individual student
contributes in key ways to the health and functioning of
the church (see 1 Cor. 12:12-31).
One of the greatest challenges we face, however, is
the cost of student attendance at the seminary. We are
determined to reduce the burden on our students. To
that end, on December 1, 2012, Concordia Theological
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Seminary was awarded a grant that will allow us to
engage in a vigorous and ambitious program that will
produce research that will educate the seminary itself, its
internal and external stakeholders, including its students,
local congregations, along with the circuits, districts and
Synod itself. This effort will:
@ determine the most equitable method of distributing aid,
@ explore student financial literacy and ways of
improving our student’s understanding in this area,
@ develop new funding methods to help reduce
student debt,
@ conduct a church-wide campaign to educate
the seminary’s major stakeholders as to the
economic challenges currently facing students,
@ and finally produce a “Student Economic
Challenges and Opportunities” curriculum.
With the Lord’s help we are confident that the church
will be moved to respond in ways that will help reduce
the financial burdens facing future church workers.5
There is no doubt things are changing for theological
schools in the United States and Canada; but that has
always been the case. Since denominational seminaries
began to appear in the late 1700s and early 1800s, they
have consistently experienced the tension of forming
pastors for service in rapidly changing circumstances.
That was true then; it is true now; and it will continue to
be the case. Yet, in the face of the fundamental human
experience of change, we have the unchanging word of
God to us: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever” (Heb. 13:8, ESV) and because of Him, the
church will endure (Matt. 16:18).
The Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr.
(Lawrence.Rast@ctsfw.edu) serves as
president and professor of Historical
Theology at Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.
1 http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/religion/2009-03-17seminaries_N.htm, accessed August 23, 2013. Granted, this report
appeared in the midst of the “Great Recession”; yet finances have
remained a challenge for most seminaries.
2 See “Changing Course: Ten Years of Tracking Online Education in
the United States,” available at http://sloanconsortium.org/publications/survey/changing_course_2012, accessed August 23, 2013.
3 Jackson Carroll et al., Being There: Culture and Formation in Two
Theological Schools (New York: Oxford, 1997), 268.
4 Daniel O. Aleshire, Earthen Vessels: Hopeful Reflections on the Work
and Future of Theological Schools (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008), 58.
5 Information on student preparedness and satisfaction in as a result
of seminary pastoral formation may be found in Jackson Carroll’s
excellent book, God’s Potters: Pastoral Leadership and the Shaping
of Congregations (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006).
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What Does This

MEAN?
Pastoral Formation: Discerning the Lie
and Speaking the Truth in Love
By John T. Pless

I

n an essay written just prior to the Second World War in 1938, Hermann
Sasse (1895-1976) penned these words: “Where man can no longer bear
the truth, he cannot live without the lie” (Union and Confession, 1). In this
wonderfully lucid little booklet, Sasse goes on to contrast the truth with the lie.
He notes that from the beginning the lie and the truth have done battle within
the Church. So it was in the days of the apostles as Paul said to the congregation
at Corinth: “For there must be factions among you in order that those who are
genuine among you may be recognized” (1 Cor. 11:17). The lie, Sasse said,
takes on various forms. There is the pious lie, that hypocrisy with which man
lies to himself, to others and even to God. The pious lie easily becomes the
edifying lie. This is the lie that takes comfort in untruth. Sasse sees an example
of the edifying lie embraced by medieval Christians when they trusted in the
power of the saints, relying on the excess of their merit to further them in the
struggle toward righteousness. The edifying lie was the lie unmasked and
expelled by the Reformation. Then there is the dogmatic lie, the assertion that
we have come to greater doctrinal maturity and old teachings are to be changed
for a more contemporary, relevant theology. Finally there is, Sasse warned, the
institutional lie when the churches embody the lie in their own life, instituting
false teaching as normative.
does this mean for
The struggle
between the truth
We recognize the darkness of the training and
and the lie is, of
these gray and latter days to formation of future
pastors?
course, as old as
paraphrase the hymnist, but that
our first parents’
The challenges
does not lead us to despair, for of our culture
deception in
the light of the Gospel shines necessitate
Eden (see Gen.
3:1-19), but the
the brightest over and against an even more
battle emerges
rigorous approach
the hopelessness of this age.
anew in every
to theological
generation as the
education. It is
old serpent never tires of repeating
not enough that future pastors have
his primal question, “Did God really
a superficial knowledge of the Bible
say?” In our day, the questions are
and doctrine. They must be formed
crafted as to the nature of truth itself,
and shaped by the Holy Scriptures and
even as fundamental realities such as
the Lutheran Confessions, not only to
marriage are seen as nothing more
give the right answers to questions put
than cultural artifacts easily moldable
to them by people born and bred in a
to fit individual preferences. What
biblically illiterate culture, but they
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must also have the ability to identity and
diagnose the lies which are embedded in
a culture increasingly characterized by
unbelief. They must be prepared to face
a mindset that sees the Christian faith
itself as toxic. Pastors must be thoroughly
equipped to speak the truth in love, but to
do so they will need to be able to discern
and distinguish the truth from the lie.
We recognize the darkness of these
gray and latter days to paraphrase the
hymnist, but that does not lead us to
despair, for the light of the Gospel
shines the brightest over and against the
hopelessness of this age. Building on
the legacy which we have received and
enlivened by the Spirit’s promises in His
Word, and tensed toward the future in the
confidence of Jesus’ resurrection, we will
not be blinded by the lie. We press on
in the task of preparing ambassadors of
Christ Jesus who are not ashamed of the
Gospel, which alone is the power of God
unto salvation. This is no time for weak
resignation or nervous experimentation;
it is rather a time for Lutherans to
recover the boldness to do what the Lord
has called us to do–speak His Law which
unmasks the lie and proclaims the truth
of His promises in Christ.
The Rev. Prof. John T. Pless
(John.Pless@ctsfw.edu)
serves as assistant professor
of Pastoral Ministry and
Missions at Concordia
Theological Seminary,
Fort Wayne, Ind.
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Called to

SERVE
Student: Present
By Jayne E. Sheafer

Aaron Uphoff
with his vicarage
supervisor, the
Rev. David Nehrenz
of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Norman,
Okla.

One cannot faithfully live in
the present without letting the
successes and failures of the
past inform, motivate and guide
his direction and goals for the
future. The church’s history has
many stories of success and many
instances of failure. In humility,
every pastor should sit at the feet
of those who’ve gone before him
and learn from them, accepting
their guidance as readily as he
would any trusted friend.
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A

s I walk through the halls of Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne,
Ind., I can’t help but hear the voices of past students and professors who have
been such an integral part of this community. On a beautiful fall morning
in 2013, I have the opportunity to see students worshiping, studying and visiting
together. And, each spring, I am honored to watch future servants receive their calls
and assignments to serve God’s people. Aaron Uphoff, a fourth-year seminarian, is
part of the seminary’s past, present and future and its mission to form servants in
Jesus Christ who teach the faithful, reach the lost and care for all.

While attending Western Illinois
University, Macomb, Ill., Uphoff
became involved with the Lutheran
Student Fellowship (LSF) which led to
his confirmation on Easter Sunday 2006
at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Macomb.
“When I heard the Gospel after I started
attending church at Immanuel, Macomb,
and the LSF Bible studies there, I had a
deep desire to share it with other people,
which finally led me to the seminary.”

Before heading to seminary, Uphoff
earned a degree in Communication and
also served a nine month deployment
in Afghanistan as part of the Army
National Guard.
While mulling the decision of
where to pursue his studies, he made
a visit to the CTS campus. “I first
visited CTS in the fall of 2007 and I
wasn’t on the campus for more than
15 minutes and I knew that I wanted to
For the Life of the World

attend here,” explains Uphoff. “I chose
CTS because of the rich worship life
of Kramer Chapel, the accessibility of
the professors and the tight sense of
community among the students, faculty
and staff.”
Since beginning his studies at
CTS in 2010, Uphoff has found a true
appreciation of the rigorous curriculum,
but acknowledges that academics are
just one part of his education. “Seminary
is academic, but it is more than a trade
school designed to produce pastors.
We’re formed both inside and outside
of the classroom as we live together as
the body of the Christ, caring for one
another.” Uphoff has taken advantage of
the other areas of formation by serving
the Student Association as the Student
Welfare Chairperson and as an assistant
in Kramer Chapel.
That formation continued throughout
the 2012-13 academic year as he served
his vicarage at Trinity Lutheran Church,
Norman, Okla., which includes campus
ministry at the University of Oklahoma.
During their vicarage year, vicars have
the opportunity to preach, teach and care
under pastoral supervision. Uphoff had
a very unusual opportunity to serve in
the aftermath of the destructive tornado
that hit Moore, Okla., on May 20, 2013.
“As I was watching the news coverage
of the tornado ripping through the
neighboring town of Moore, I knew that
there would be hurting people left in its
wake who needed the comforting words
of Jesus. So I put on my clerical collar,
drove my car until the traffic gridlocked,
borrowed a bike and rode into one of
the neighborhoods hit the worst. There
I walked around, talking with as many
people as I could, offering comfort, words
of encouragement and prayer, doing my
best to confess that God’s love for us is
shown not in the changing circumstances
of life but in the incarnation, death and
resurrection of Jesus.”
Now back on the Fort Wayne campus,
Uphoff is getting to know many of the
first-year students and thinks how he
might encourage men who are considering
service as a pastor. “I’d encourage him to
immerse himself in the Scriptures. One
can never exhaust the meaning of God’s
Word, and the better one knows the Bible,
the richer his seminary experience and
September 2013

education will be. There will be time
to study the doctrines and history of
the church once one arrives, however a
working knowledge of the Old and New
Testament is a prerequisite that cannot be
stressed enough.” On the practical side,
Uphoff also suggests men take a look at
their finances and save toward their tuition
to minimize the need to take out student
loans. When pondering such items, the
CTS Admission webpage, www.ctsfw.
edu/Admission, is a great place to go for
answers to your questions or to connect
with an admission counselor.
He also has encouragement for his
classmates who will soon receive their
calls into the pastoral ministry. “One
cannot faithfully live in the present
without letting the successes and failures
of the past inform, motivate and guide
his direction and goals for the future.
The church’s history has many stories of
success and many instances of failure.
In humility, every pastor should sit at
the feet of those who’ve gone before
him and learn from them, accepting
their guidance as readily as he would
any trusted friend. And in doing this, he
should look toward the future (whether it
be preaching, teaching, counseling, etc.),
planning and preparing to meet it along
with its opportunities and challenges.
In doing this he will be well equipped
to live faithfully in his calling under
the cross, as he attempts to confess its
theology and its Person, that is, Jesus, to
a dying world.”
In just eight short months, Uphoff
will learn where he will begin his service
as a pastor. “Wherever I end up, I hope
to foster a rich worship life accented by
faithful yet engaging preaching, which
brings God’s Word to people in what is
increasingly becoming a confusing world,
hostile to Christ and His Church. My
catechesis for both young and old will be
likewise tailored to meet the challenges of
the 21st century American church.”
Jayne E. Sheafer
(Jayne.Sheafer@ctsfw.
edu) serves as managing
editor of For the Life
of the World magazine
and director of Public
Relations at Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Seminary is academic, but it is
more than a trade school designed
to produce pastors. We’re formed
both inside and outside of the
classroom as we live together as
the body of the Christ, caring for
one another.

Top: Uphoff at Grace Lutheran Church,
Tulsa, Okla., with college students from
Oklahoma University and other campus
ministries. The group was on their way
to the Unwrapped Campus Ministry
conference in St. Louis in January 2013.
Middle: Uphoff helps a student during
an afterschool tutor/mentor program
at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, New
Orleans, as part of a Lutheran Student
Fellowship servant trip to Camp Restore
in New Orleans.
Bottom: Uphoff with Jonathan Shaw and
his son, Danny, who had just had surgery
at a hospital in Oklahoma City.
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In the

FIELD
Serving the Lord with

Gladness
By Jayne E. Sheafer

O

ne might think that with a father and grandfather as pastors, the
choice to pursue the same vocation would be an easy one. But
choosing the road to pastoral ministry and becoming a thirdgeneration pastor in The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS)
was a choice the Rev. Luke Zimmerman (CTS 2003) made fairly late
in his academic career. Up until his final year at Central Michigan
University, Mount Pleasant, Mich., he was quite content with his
choice to study Geography and Political Science. “Deciding to come
to seminary happened late during my college studies. The decision
was made after the fall semester of my senior year. While I had been
preparing to go on to further studies in my undergrad fields, I found a
lack of interest in them. It seemed like I was being funneled away from
those options toward the ministerial vocation,” explains Zimmerman.
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The influences he cites are
encouragement from his family and
a decided involvement in campus
ministry and at his home congregation.
“I was heavily involved in the LCMS
campus ministry at Central Michigan
University—a ministry that is still active
many years after my attending there,”
says Zimmerman. “Also, the members of
my home congregation (Zion Lutheran
Church, Mount Pleasant) encouraged
me to think about pursuing studies at
seminary. Rev. Samuel Reith and others
had me teach Sunday School classes
and assist with leading some of the
Bible studies at the campus ministry.”
The annual trips by the Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne,
Ind., admission counselors to the
Central Michigan campus were
also integral. Meeting one-on-one
with a counselor gave him the
opportunity to ask questions and
learn more about CTS.
As pastor of a dual parish
in Iowa, and now as pastor
of Calvary Lutheran Church in
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Zimmerman
is thankful for the joys he
experiences as an undershepherd
of Christ’s flock. “There is great
joy any time that a baptism takes
place. In my first parish, I had
the opportunity to baptize three
generations of a family—a child,
her parents and her grandmother—
on the same day. That will be hard
For the Life of the World

to beat.” He also finds satisfaction in the
day-to-day life of the parish. “Whenever
people actually want me around to do
what I’ve been called to do as a pastor
can elevate a day. That usually happens
when doing what others might consider
mundane: making a sacramental visit
to a homebound member, checking in
on an ill member or conversing with
members at their home. But when those
individuals or their family express
gratitude for my simply doing my duty
as a pastor, that affirmation brings joy.”
Zimmerman also knows that
no matter where he serves, be it in
rural Iowa or the suburban setting of
Mechanicsburg, he needs to guide his
people through the sometimes rough
waters of our modern society by giving
them a firm foundation in Christian
belief and practice. “My parishioners
no longer have a society as an ally in
following God’s Will. In the past, that
was the case. While the society did not
make anyone a Christian, since it did not
preach the Gospel, there was support of
much of the Divine Will for morality.
It did help teach the Law. My oldest
members recall that setting. But those of
the Baby Boom Generation or younger
really don’t have experience with that;
instead, they have experienced society’s
transition away from that support or
society’s active antagonism toward the
Divine Will. This is especially seen in
matters of life, marriage and bioethics.
“I recall Dr. Arthur Just (professor of
Exegetical Theology at CTS) speaking
about Christians facing an identity
crisis, not knowing who we are and
what purpose we have. Teaching our
true identity to our people is necessary,
just like the Hebrew people in the Old
Testament were supposed to have that
taught to them. We need to be able to
have our people state who they are and
what that means for their lives: ‘I am a
Christian, and that means this is what
I believe and this is how I live. It also
means that certain beliefs and actions are
out of bounds.’”
For people to know about Christ
and their identity in Him, they must
have access to a congregation where
September 2013

the Gospel message is shared in its
truth and purity. That can sometimes
be a challenge in an area where more
and more worldviews and religions are
present and faithful congregations are
few and far between. Zimmerman and
the members of Calvary are working
together to bring the confession of the
Lutheran tradition of the Christian faith
to people in their region. To that end
they are in the early stages of attempting
to establish locations where individuals
could attend so that they would not have
to travel 50 miles to Calvary.
The congregation is also getting
more involved with the Mercy aspect
of parish life. “That includes holding

Whenever people actually want me
around to do what I’ve been called
to do as a pastor can elevate a
day. That usually happens when
doing what others might consider
mundane: making a sacramental
visit to a homebound member,
checking in on an ill member or
conversing with members at their
home. But when those individuals
or their family express gratitude
for my simply doing my duty as a
pastor, that affirmation brings joy.

a quarterly clothes closet at our church.
We also partner with other organizations
that provide physical help in the region,
including the Capital Area Pregnancy
Center and New Hope Ministries.
It’s a way of corporately putting our
faith and love of neighbor into action,”
says Zimmerman.
Zimmerman remains mindful that it
is his awesome responsibility to seek the
lost and nurture the faithful. “Essential to
growth and nurture is accurately speaking
about the Person and work of Jesus.
There are all sorts of ideas that people
have about who Jesus is, what He did and
why He is important. But do they know
what the Gospels record about Him and

what the Epistles speak concerning the
effects of His work? What the Scriptures
speak about the Person and Work of Jesus
stands in great contrast to many popular
portrayals about Him. Our people need to
learn or relearn what the Scriptures testify
about Jesus.”
Jayne E. Sheafer
(Jayne.Sheafer@ctsfw.edu)
serves as managing editor
of For the Life of the World
magazine and director
of Public Relations at
Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.
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CTS Celebrates Beginning of 1

Top: 2013 incoming class of pastoral ministry students.
Bottom: World-renown CTS faculty.
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Top: 2013 incoming class of deaconess students.
Middle: Rene Castillero, first-year M.Div. student
from Zion Lutheran Church, Marengo, Ill.
Bottom: (l-r) Chrissy DeBartolo, Martha
Young and Sara Pulse sing with the CTS Schola
Cantorum as part of the Opening Service

Dr. John Reynolds,
Rev. Lannon Martin,
Rev. Brian Crane and
President Rast.
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168th Academic Year
S
tudents, faculty, staff, families and friends gathered for
opening service at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort
Wayne, Ind., on Sunday, September 8, 2013. Kramer
Chapel was filled to capacity as CTS President Lawrence R.
Rast Jr. proclaimed the beginning of the seminary’s 168th
academic year. “It is so good to celebrate this day with all
of you! Particularly with our students and their spouses and
children, parents, friends and all who made this day possible,”
said Rast. “We especially remember all our first year students
in prayer who begin their pilgrimage toward a new arena of
service as they are formed by Christ in this place.”

The Rev. Daniel May, president of
the Indiana District of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, participated in
the service by installing new members of
the faculty and staff. The Rev. Brian T.
Crane, advancement officer, and the Rev.
Dr. John D. Reynolds, assistant professor
of Pastoral Ministry and Missions and
director of Vicarage, who have been
serving at CTS since last spring, were
installed (see For the Life of the World,
May 2013, p. 24), along with the Rev.
Lannon R. Martin, admission counselor,
who joined the staff this summer. “It is
a pleasure to work with a staff that is
capable, passionate and unified in their
efforts and goals,” said the Rev. John
M. Dreyer, CTS director of Admission.

“Rev. Martin brings his pastoral and
parish experience to our staff along with
an outgoing and enthusiastic spirit.”
“The start of another academic year is
an exciting time as faculty and students
gather for the study of theology, especially
the proclamation of Christ crucified
and risen for the eternal salvation of
sinners,” said Dr. Charles A. Gieschen,
CTS academic dean. “We particularly
rejoice that the Holy Spirit continues
to draw faithful men and women from
congregations across The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) and
world into our pastoral and deaconess
programs so that they may be formed as
servants in Jesus Christ who teach the
faithful, reach the lost and care for all.”

President Rast brings
greetings for the opening of the
168th academic year at CTS.

CTS Board of Regents
Front Row:
Dr. Leo Mackay, Rev. William Cwirla, Ms. Mani
Vang, Dr. Scott Murray, Dr. Lawrence Rast
Back Row:
Dr. Ronald Garwood, Mr. Robert Harvey,
Rev. Dean Bell, Dr. David Held, Dr. Bradd Stucky,
Dr. James Baneck
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Not Pictured:
Mr. Jon Schumacher
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God’s Gift of Marriage: Speaking the Truth in Love

E

ach day brings more news concerning same-sex
marriages and its growing acceptance in our
society. How should Christians respond to this
issue? Dr. Peter Scaer, associate professor of Exegetical
Theology at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort
Wayne, Ind., offers a response, which is accessible at
www.ctsfw.edu/ResponseToMarriageJune2013.
“In the face of opposition and ignorance, we
are bound to confess the truth of marriage. And
we must do so in charity and love,” says Dr. Scaer.
“Admittedly the task is formidable. Our people
are being bombarded daily with lies. Many, even
Christians, have never heard the truth of God’s good
gift of marriage. So, we will speak the truth and as we
speak the truth, we will proclaim the Gospel, the good
news of salvation.”
Because the Christian community will continue to
face issues that are contrary to the teachings of Christ
and His message of salvation, the CTS mission to
form servants in Jesus Christ who teach the faithful,
Holyreach
Landthe
Tour
8/28/13
lost ad
and092013
care forFLOW.qxd:Layout
all is more crucial1than
ever. We thank you for your continued prayers and
support for the work we accomplish together at CTS.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR THE HOLY LAND!
Concordia eological Seminary invites you
to join us to tour…

e Holy Land
Hosted by Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence Rast Jr.

March 3–12, 2014

$3,449
Round trip
airfare from
Chicago

Destinations include Haifa, Tiberias,
Nazareth, Bethlehem and Jerusalem
Tour includes accommodations in ﬁrst class hotels; daily breakfast and
dinner; comprehensive sightseeing; services of English-speaking guides;
automatic $100,000 ﬂight insurance policy; all admission fees,
porterage, hotel taxes and service charges.

For more information contact CTSTours@ctsfw.edu or (877) 287-4338 or (260) 452-2212.
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CTS Welcomes New Staff to
Deaconess Studies and Admission

Symposia

Deaconess Rose Adle

Deaconess Kristin Hodge

Mrs. Amy Rast

T

he Deaconess Studies Program at Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., has seen growth and success since
its inception in 2003 due in great part to the leadership of the
program. That strong leadership continues with the announcement
of two new staff members. “It is with thanksgiving to God that we
welcome Mrs. Amy Rast and Deaconess Rose Adle to our Deaconess
Program,” said Dr. James Bushur, director of Deaconess Studies at CTS.

“Mrs. Rast comes to us with a
Master’s in Social Work and will serve
as associate director of Deaconess
Studies. Deaconess Adle will serve
as assistant director for our distance
program,” explained Bushur. Mrs.
Rast will work primarily with
residential deaconess students while
assisting with the administration
of the Deaconess Studies Program.
Deaconess Adle will work part time
from her residence, primarily with
non-residential deaconess students
who do their course work online.
“Both bring a wealth of knowledge and
experience to their positions. Our Lord
blesses His Church in and through His
servants. We rejoice in the generosity
He has shown us in bringing Amy and
Rose into our community. We certainly
pray that the Lord blesses them as they
begin their work.”

Deaconess Kristin Hodge (CTS
2013) will be serving the seminary
community as Deaconess Admission
Counselor. She will also serve as
director for Phoebe Academy High
School, an event for high-school-aged
women who are interested in learning
more about the role of deaconesses. The
Rev. John Dreyer, director of Admission,
is pleased to welcome her to the CTS
Admission team, “Deaconess Hodge
brings compassion and a down-to-earth
attitude as she serves those who desire to
do works of mercy as a deaconess.”
Information on the Deaconess
Studies Program can be found at
www.ctsfw.edu/Admission, then choose
Discern. For those who have questions
concerning the program, connect
with the Admission staff by emailing
Admission@ctsfw.edu or phoning
800-481-2155.

Series 2014
Save the Date!
29th Annual Symposium on
Exegetical eology
"Where Does God Dwell?"—
A Real Presence Hermeneutics
January 21-22, 2014

37th Annual Symposium on
the Lutheran Confessions
Lutheran Distinctives in an
Age of Religious Change
January 22-24, 2014
Concordia eological Seminary in
Fort Wayne, Ind., will again host its
annual Symposia January 21–24,
2014.
Held every year on the Fort Wayne
campus, presentations on Exegetical
eology and the Lutheran
Confessions will highlight the fourday event.
More information coming soon at
www.ctsfw.edu/Symposia.
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CTS Professor
Authors Resource
on End of Life
Issues

F

Luther Hostel:

Living Grace-Fully
October 31–November 2, 2013
Living Grace-Fully is to live in the assurance and
confidence that our life is in Jesus Christ. We face
many challenges at work, times of joy and sorrow
with family, and new anxieties with the modern,
technological world. Whether we are struggling or
succeeding in our daily endeavors, living GraceFully is living with the knowledge, hope and
security that Christ does not leave us or forsake us.

For more information and to register
online go to phone 260-452-2204 or
www.ctsfw.edu/Lutherhostel.
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amily members who must
make end-of-life care
decisions for their loved
ones are faced with many questions
and struggles. In an effort to address those
questions, and comfort those who make them,
the Rev. Prof. John Pless, assistant professor of Pastoral
Ministry and Missions at Concordia Theological Seminary,
Fort Wayne, Ind., has authored Mercy at Life’s End: A Guide
for Laity and Their Pastors published by The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod’s (LCMS) Life Ministries. It can be
downloaded by going to www.lcms.org/life.
The booklet lays out a biblical understanding of these
issues in light of God’s Law and Gospel while providing
spiritual guidance for Christians faced with decisions
regarding care and treatment when death appears imminent.
A thoughtful critique of trends toward euthanasia and assisted
suicide as ways of attempting to assert human autonomy
and evade the last enemy is included, as well as questions
to help provide clarification and assist family members who
are charged with the responsibility of making decisions for a
dying loved one.
This will make an excellent resource for a Bible class
setting as well as in situations where the pastor is helping
his people work toward God-pleasing decisions when death
draws near. “Families and caregivers often feel the unexpected
whiplash of confusion and crisis as they are forced to make
end-of-life decisions, as they seek the Lord’s guidance but find
themselves unprepared,” commented Maggie Karner, Director,
LCMS Life and Health Ministries. “This easy-to-read book
presents a solid biblical framework for making ethical decisions
for loved ones at the end of their earthly life. It is designed to
be used by both pastors in counseling and teaching, and by
laypeople in their conversations as they plan ahead for these
very difficult decisions.”

Correction: On page 19 of the May 2013 issue
of For the Life of the World the caption for the
photo of Dr. Masaki in the classroom should read:
Dr. Naomichi Masaki presents at the Siberian
District Pastors’ Conference of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Ingria in Russia (ELCIR) in
Omsk, Siberia. We apologize for the error.
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CTS Faculty Around the World

D

r. K. Detlev Schulz, chairman and
professor of Pastoral Ministry
and Missions at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.,
taught an intensive course on Mission
and Apologetics (July 1-5, 2013) to
students at the Theological Faculty of the
Comenius University in Bratislava, the
oldest and largest university in Slovakia.
At the invitation of its Dean,
Dr. Ludomir Batka, Schulz
taught 24 students at the
Hussite Theological Faculty
of the Charles University in
Prague, Czech Republic.
Urban Ministry Conf ad 092013 FLOW.qxd:Layout 1
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In the World for Good:
A National Urban Ministry Conference

OCTOBER 21–23, 2013

U

rban areas are rapidly expanding but the Church’s footprint in the cities is
declining. As God’s people, we must work to reverse this trend by being
both compassionate and wise as we work in the areas of justice, human
dignity and capacity building.
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., responds to this great need
by offering In the World for Good: A National Urban Ministry
Conference with the Rev. Dr. John Nunes, Emil and Elfriede Jochum Professor
and Chair, Valparaiso University, as the keynote speaker.

Dr. John Nunes
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Additional information and online registration is
available at www.ctsfw.edu/Urban-Ministry-Conference
or by phoning 260-452-2204.
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Students
Receive Awards
from Concordia
Theological
Foundation

S

everal students from Concordia
Theological Seminary (CTS),
Fort Wayne, Ind., received the
Kemmerle Fund Student Aid Award from
the Concordia Theological Foundation,
Santa Rosa, Calif. The primary purpose
of the Foundation is to assist in preparing
men for the Office of the Holy Ministry by
providing financial support to the seminary.
CTS President Dr. Lawrence R. Rast
Jr. and the Rev. Thomas P. Zimmerman,
CTS Dean of Students, presented each
student with his award.

ContEd WestBend ad 092013 FLOW.qxd:Layout 1

Front Row(l-r): Dr. Rast, James Mayland, Christian Preus, Dean Zimmerman
Back Row (l-r): Andrew Herzberg, Reed Shoaff, Robert Hopkins
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Continuing Education:
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
Dr. David P. Scaer
November 18–20, 2013

Pilgrim Lutheran Church
West Bend, Wisconsin
For more information go to
www.ctsfw.edu/CE, email CE@ctsfw.edu
or phone 260-452-2103.
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Military Project:
Encouraging and Supporting Deployed Chaplains
By Carolyn S. Brinkley

T

he seminary’s mission statement, Concordia Theological Seminary exists to form
servants in Jesus Christ who teach the faithful, reach the lost and care for all,
provides a wonderful structure for the Military Project as we give encouragement
and support to deployed chaplains of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS)
who have graduated from both our seminaries. What a privilege it is to serve these
courageous pastors who were formed on both of our campuses and are now bringing
the presence of Christ to those who defend our country’s freedoms.
Encouraging Servants in Jesus Christ Who Teach the Faithful
Pastor Michael Frese writes, “In 2011 I was deployed to a remote location in
Afghanistan with a light Infantry unit, where the conditions were very austere. We had
the basic military necessities but very few comforts from home. The first package that
I received from the CTS Military Project was a wonderful array of signed bulletins
from CTS students and professors, For the Life of the World magazines, a CTS calendar
and homemade soaps. I had never met Deaconess Brinkley before, but her kindness,
generosity and awareness of our needs were evident from the contents of the package.
It was a pleasure to distribute these items to my soldiers, who commented that the
lavender scent of the soap was a pleasant change of smell from the daily dust, sweat
and burning trash. In an age of electronic communication (which is truly a blessing),
it was just as special to receive physical packages from the CTS Military Project. This
kind of support provided wonderful encouragement from back home and also helped
me to provide theological resources and care packages to the soldiers I served.”
Opportunity to Reach the Lost
Men and women in the Armed Forces are often in dangerous and difficult situations
as they risk their lives to protect our freedom. This provides an opportunity to bring
the comfort of the cross of Christ in a variety of ways. Theological supplies sent to
chaplains to distribute to military personnel, both churched and unchurched, include:
The Lutheran Study Bible, Lutheran Service Book, Luther’s Small Catechism, Hymns
of Comfort and Peace CD, Luther’s book Christians Can Be Soldiers and our newest
venture, Words of Comfort and Encouragement pocket Scripture.

Chaplain Frese
is greeted by his wife Janet and
family at his homecoming after a
year of deployment in Afghanistan.

The altar on
Easter morning
in Bahrain
where Chaplain
Mark Steiner
serves. The Lord’s Supper is surrounded
by watercolor crosses hand painted by
students at Bethlehem Lutheran School,
Ossian, Ind. After the service the crosses
were given to military personnel.

Opportunity to Care for All
Thank you to congregations, schools, LWML groups and individuals throughout
our country for your love and concern for our chaplains and the military personnel
they serve. Your kind gifts are the backbone of the Military Project and are a blessing
to many! Thank you!
How Can You Help?
Please keep our chaplains and all military personnel in the Armed Forces in your
prayers. They are God’s instruments of protection. For more information on service
projects or how to start a military project, please email MilitaryProject@ctsfw.edu or
call 260-452-2140.
Monetary donations can be mailed to: Concordia Theological Seminary,
Attn: Military Project, 6600 N. Clinton Street, Fort Wayne, IN 46825.
Deaconess Carolyn S. Brinkley (MilitaryProject@ctsfw.edu)
serves as coordinator of the Military Project at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.
September
September 2013
2013

Dr. Daniel Gard and wife Annette are
honored by President Rast, faculty
and CTS students with a homecoming
reception at the end of his recent
deployment to Guantanamo Bay.
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This Is Our Treasure…
to Serve and to Pray for the Called
By Elfrieda Spencer

Fall/Winter
2013
Calendar:
______________________
October 8, 2013
Donation Day
Mrs. Elaine Bickel
Inspirational Speaker and
Principal of St. Paul
Lutheran School,
Millington, Mich.
Registration at 9:00 a.m.
in the Student Commons
______________________
November 12, 2013
Military Emphasis
Rev. Dr. Daniel Gard
Concordia Theological
Seminary
Luther Hall, 1:00 p.m.
______________________
December 10, 2013
Christmas with the Kantorei
Second Annual Christmas
Cookie Exchange
Kramer Chapel, 1:00 p.m.
______________________
February 11, 2014
Seminarians in Ministry
Luther Hall, 1:00 p.m.

Past–In the early 1800s, millions of German
Lutherans immigrated to America. The scattered
frontiersmen far outnumbered Lutheran pastors.
In 1841, Dr. C. F. W. Walther began his pastorate
at Trinity, St. Louis. On September 1, 1844,
he published a German church paper named
Der Lutheraner with the time-honored motto,
“God’s Word and Luther’s pure shall now and
evermore endure.” Dr. F. C. D. Wyneken, who
had disembarked in Baltimore, was disturbed by
the lack of true biblical preaching in the Eastern
states, read the first copy of Der Lutheraner and
exclaimed, “Thank God! There are still more
Lutherans in America!” This brought him to
Decatur, Ind., where he faithfully served Indiana
and bordering states.
In September 1846, Dr. Wilhelm Loehe and
his friends acted on the dire need for pastors by
starting a small seminary in the parsonage of
Dr. Wilhelm Sihler, pastor at St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Fort Wayne. The students were housed in
the parsonage and with other Lutheran families.
Although families generously supported the
students and seminary, lack of finances became
a problem. During the Civil War they moved to
St. Louis and shared the seminary campus there.
In 1875 they moved to Springfield, Ill. Students
there were assigned to area families with whom
they would attend church and spend the day on
Sunday. They enjoyed good food, fellowship, and
at times laundry and were affectionately known
as the “Sunday Boys.”
In 1937, the women met to consider
forming the Concordia Seminary Guild which
would include area Lutheran congregations.
Invitations were sent out, 75 ladies attended

and it happened! In 1976, after 101 years in
Springfield, the seminary returned to Fort
Wayne. In July 1977, Dr. Robert Preus and
Dr. Waldo Werning called a planning meeting
to activate a Seminary Guild in Fort Wayne.
Officers were elected and a constitution written
and approved. The work of the Guild was and
continues to be a tremendous blessing.
Past projects included: refurbishing the
Student Commons; purchasing new washers
and dryers for the student dorms; furnishing
new mattresses and box springs for the dorms;
replacing furniture; updating the Mission
Resource Center; and purchasing turkeys and
hams for Thanksgiving and Easter.
Present–The Guild is in the process of
completing a two-year project of supplying
LCD projectors and other electronics for 10
seminary classrooms.
Future–Guild women serve as hostesses for
the Opening Service, the Call Service and
Graduation Receptions; give the fourth-year
wives and Deaconesses a gift at the Student
Wives Association Farewell; provide birthday
cakes for single students; send a baby T-shirt
and knitted booties to parents of newborns; plan
for new projects; provide special snacks for
students during Exam Weeks and endeavor to
enlarge the Guild Membership.
Mrs. Elfrieda Spencer
(espsalm63@gmail.com) serves
as president of the Concordia
Seminary Guild, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Affiliate Guild Registration
Yes, we are interested in becoming an Affiliate Guild. Please send more information to:

Name: _________________________________________________________________
Organization: ___________________________________________________________

Please contact me with more information.

Address: _______________________________________________________________

We have enclosed our yearly $25 check
for our group to be an Affiliate Guild.

Email: ________________________________________________________________

I have enclosed my yearly $10 check to
be an individual affiliate member.

City: _______________________________ State: _______ Zip: _________________
We are enclosing a donation payable to Concordia Theological Seminary Guild,
Linda Scicluna, 4 Wycliffe Place, Fort Wayne, IN 46825.
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ALUMNI
CTS Alumni:

A Path of Integrity for the Past, Present and Future
By Timothy R. Puls

Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider
the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever. Hebrews 13:7-8

O

Save
the Date

—————————
Alumni Reunion for
1964, 1974, 1984,
1989, 1994 and 2004
May 22-23, 2014

Attention
all CTS
Alumni:

—————————
If you have a significant
life event and/or a photo
to share, please email it
to Alumni@ctsfw.edu.

ne of the most enjoyable events on the Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, campus is graduation. Not only
because it is a unique time when new pastors and deaconesses
step across the threshold into the harvest field, but it is also a time
of renewal and celebration for maturing and retired veterans of the
cross. Each year a number of them return to CTS to celebrate key
milestone years of ministry. We have received thanks from a number
of attendees this year including one pastoral veteran who wrote, “The
recent commencement and reunion of the class of 1958 has been
in my thoughts a number of times since returning home. It was a
remarkable and memorable occasion.”
What makes such reunions and gatherings so noteworthy are the
recollections which these former students have of professors, other
pastors and fellow classmates who encouraged them and planted the
Word in them. The integrity and example of faithful teachers and
pastors encouraged, inspired and enabled them to carry forth in their
ministry, as the writer of Hebrews mentions above. Yes, Jesus, His
atoning work on the cross and victorious resurrection, the good news
of salvation through Him alone never changes. “God’s character never
changes…Because it is impossible for God to lie, He is the ultimately
reliable source of hope. His changeless character is the foundation of
all of His promises” (Leadership Bible, Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1998, p. 1444). However, people and pastors are always changing,
growing and maturing. The experienced pastors of the past help form,
guide and shape the present path of others and leave a legacy for
future seminarians, deaconesses and servants in the Lord’s kingdom.
May God bless all of us in whatever our calling in such continued
service so that the work God has begun in us may come to complete
fruition and completion when either our last day comes or Jesus
returns (Phil. 1:6).
The Rev. Dr. Timothy R. Puls (Timothy.Puls@ctsfw.
edu) serves as director of Alumni and Church Relations
at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.

September 2013
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An Open Conversation on Music in the Church
A Look at the Elephant in the Room
Over the years our conferences have explored many aspects of the church’s worship life, and
together we have rejoiced over the wonderful gifts that have been handed down to us in liturgy and
song. But there is one topic, the proverbial “elephant in the room,” that has been begging for attention;
that topic concerns the choice of music for use in the church. This year we intend to address it head-on.
“What’s Right for the Rite? Theological
Discernment in Matching Music to the Liturgy”

“Making Melody:
A Composer’s Brain on Church Music”

The conversation about music and the liturgy can only be
fruitful if we agree on what the words mean. What is the
“liturgy”? Is music part of the liturgy? What happens to the
liturgy if the music changes? The Lutheran confessional
writings provide precise theological vocabulary to help us find
our way around this vexing topic. Dr. Winger’s introductory
essay lays a foundation for the conference by seeking the
definitions and distinctions necessary to speak and think clearly.

What makes the church’s place in history today unique in
comparison to all previous eras when it comes to sacred music?
What challenges do composers of psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs face today? Of what kinds of practices do we need to be
cautious, and what kinds of practices are we free to employ?
Composer Stephen Johnson discusses these questions and more
as we explore the Lord’s song from a particularly musical point
of view.

Thomas M. Winger

“Hearing Is Believing:
But If Music Is a Universal Language,
Why Don’t We Agree on What It Means?”
Barbara J. Resch

Although the same sonic waves reach our ears, each of us
processes and reacts to musical sound differently, based on a
complex and highly personal interaction of environmental and
neurological factors. What are the implications for music in a
setting to which worshipers bring a range of musical experiences,
preferences and expertise? Are we so bound by our culture and
environment that certain musical languages become ineffective
in supporting our worship? Dr. Resch draws on insights from the
fields of neuroscience and the psychology of music in addressing
these critical questions.

Stephen R. Johnson

“The Sound of Beauty: Discerning and
Creating Beauty in the Liturgy and Its Music”
Kent J. Burreson

In our modern, individualistic, western society deciding what
is beautiful is often left to the eye and ear of the beholder and
listener. While the individual’s perception of “the beautiful”
must not be ignored, there are standards for beauty within the
Christian story that shape the Body of Christ. Discerning those
standards involves questions like: What is beautiful in Christian
worship? How do we assess the beauty of the liturgy’s music?
Dr. Burreson’s concluding essay will outline a way for creating
and assessing liturgical beauty that flows from culture as a gift
within the created order and that finds its essence and focus in
the most beautiful thing of all—the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Good Shepherd Institute
Fourteenth Annual Conference @ November 3–5, 2013

For more information and online registration visit www.ctsfw.edu/GSI,
email gsi@ctsfw.edu or call Annette Gard at 260-452-2224.
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GIVING

A Message of Thanks from Seminary President, Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr.

God’s Work Is Accomplished!
“...You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8

C

oncordia Theological Seminary offers a residential setting
which provides a unique community in which servants in
Christ are being formed.
The center of all our endeavors is the crucified, risen and
ascended Christ who has taken away our sins through His blood
and remains really present with us through Word and Sacrament.
Concordia Theological Seminary seamlessly joins the highest
level of academic preparation with pastoral formation.
The community of Concordia Theological Seminary, faculty,
staff, students and I give thanks to God for your prayers and
support toward our mission to form servants in Jesus Christ
who teach the faithful, reach the lost and care for all.
God’s work is carried out through His people!
Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr.
President
Concordia Theological Seminary

Your gift of support TODAY will keep on giving eternally as the Gospel is shared!
Enclosed is my gift of:
$5,000 $1,000 $500

$250

$100

Other $ ______

Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________
Telephone: __________________ Email: ___________________

In support of:
Pastoral and Deaconess preparation Student Aid
Other seminary approved program: _____________________ Gift matching opportunity:
If your employer matches charitable contributions, remember
Giving methods:
to request matching funds from your company.
My check is enclosed, payable to:
Please send me information on:
Concordia Theological Seminary
Endowments 		
Including CTS in my will
Please charge my VISA MasterCard
Estate planning
Gift Annuities
Card #: ___________________________ Exp. Date: ______
Signature: _________________________________________
Please detach and mail to Concordia Theological Seminary,
6600 N. Clinton St., Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825.
Or donate online at www.ctsfw.edu/SupportCTS
September 2013
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In the

WORD
Blessings Past–Present–Future
By Rev. Mark A. Loest

T

he congregation I serve, Immanuel Ev. Lutheran
Church, Saginaw, Mich., is better known as Immanuel,
Frankentrost. It is one of four Missouri Synod churches
founded between 1845-1850 by Rev. Wilhelm Loehe of
Nuendettelsau, Germany. The congregations were organized
and sent to Michigan’s Saginaw Valley for mission work
among the Indians and as permanent Lutheran settlements in
the region.
Prior to and during that time, Rev. Loehe trained
emergency missionary pastors in his parsonage in Germany,
sending them to the German Lutherans who were settling
the American frontier and who had no church or pastor to
care for them in the forest wilderness. The plea of the
Rev. F. C. D. Wyneken concerning the spiritual distress of
their fellow Germans was used by the Holy Spirit to move
people back home in Germany to action.
Please read Luke 10:2. With what does Jesus liken
the souls of people waiting to hear about repentance and
forgiveness in His name? ___________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
What does our Lord want us to do about the need for
preachers of the Gospel? ____________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Loehe had the vision of a seminary in America which
could meet the growing spiritual needs of the settlers and
also serve to complete the training of his pastors. The
seminary, founded in Fort Wayne, Ind., in 1846 with
Rev. Wilhelm Sihler as its head, became Concordia
Theological Seminary. The next year it was deeded as a
gift by Loehe to the newly formed German Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States
(today The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod).
Please read Romans 10:13–15. What necessitates the
calling of men into the Holy Ministry? _________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
What means does God use to provide preachers? _________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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Bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those who had
never heard (the Indians) and providing God’s continued
grace and gifts to those who had heard but now had no
church or preacher (the German settlers) necessitated the
seminary’s training to be practical in nature.
Please read 2 Timothy 4:1–2. Verse 2a is found on the
seminary’s seal and states the charge the Apostle Paul gave
to the young pastor Timothy. What is it? ________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
When is this to be done? ____________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
What does the preacher’s task include? _________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Being a practical seminary does not mean that the truth
of God’s Word and pure doctrine should be sacrificed in
practice. Please read 2 Timothy 4:3–4. How does
the holy Apostle describe people’s sinful desire for things
preached and taught that only pleases them? _____________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
What warning does the Apostle make about how those who
do not want God’s Word will react? ___________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
What will they go ahead and do for themselves? _________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Do you think such times have come? __________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
By God’s grace, from its modest beginnings the seminary
experienced blessing and growth as it fulfilled its mission
of training pastors. Despite those times long ago, and what
we may think of them today, things did change: sometimes
dramatically and even quickly. Some 150 years ago, our nation
was engaged in a civil war. Because of concerns over the draft
in Indiana the seminary moved to St. Louis, Mo., in 1861,
where it continued as the Synod’s practical seminary alongside
For the Life of the World

the theoretical Concordia Seminary already located there. But
with continued growth and changing needs following the war,
CTS was moved in 1875 to Springfield, Ill., where it remained
for 100 years, until 1976. Finally, the seminary returned to
Fort Wayne and inherited from Concordia Senior College the
beautifully designed and architecturally significant campus
that continues to be its home today.
Please read Genesis 3:15. The seminary’s seal (see
previous page) also shows a serpent’s head being crushed
by the foot of the cross. The first promise of the Savior
made by God included the crushing of the serpent’s [devil’s]
head. This first promise in Genesis 3 is also known as the
Protoevangelium, or the “first Gospel.” When was this
promise fulfilled? _________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Keeping in mind Genesis 3:15, please read 2 Timothy
4:5. What is the chief work of an evangelist, that is, a
preacher of the Gospel? _____________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
Earlier this year I observed the 25th anniversary of
my graduation from the seminary in the spring of 1988. I
suddenly realized that the majority of years I will spend in
the ministry will be in the 21st century, and not the 20th
century–the century in which I received my theological
training. I am thankful for far-sighted teachers who told
us that the times we would see as future pastors would
be unique and challenging in ways we then couldn’t have
imagined. Boy, were they right!
Please read 1 Timothy 4:13–16. In what ways are
those who teach and train future pastors and those who learn
and become pastors to be devoted? ____________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
What does this mean for the seminary training of men as
pastors and women as deaconesses as the church anticipates
her future needs? __________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

concordia theological seminary

Calendar of Events
OCTOBER
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Oct. 4 – 6
Confirmation Retreat
Oct. 8
Donation Day
Oct. 10 – 12 Prayerfully Consider Campus Visit
Oct. 17 – 20 Christ Academy College/
Phoebe Academy College
Oct. 21 – 23 Urban Ministry Conference
Oct. 31 – Nov. 2 Luther Hostel
NOVEMBER
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Nov. 3
Organ Recital
Craig Cramer, Professor of Music,
Notre Dame University,
Kramer Chapel, 4:30 p.m.
All Saints’ Choral Vespers
Kramer Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 3 – 5
Good Shepherd Institute Conference
Nov. 4
Choral Evening Prayer
Kramer Chapel, 4:30 p.m.
Hymn Festival
Kramer Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 12
Seminary Guild
Military Emphasis, Dr. Daniel Gard
Luther Hall, 1:00 p.m.
DECEMBER
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Dec. 8
Advent Candlelight Evening Prayer
Kramer Chapel, 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 10
Seminary Guild
Christmas with the Kantorei & Second
Annual Christmas Cookie Exchange
Kramer Chapel, 1:00 p.m. with reception
following in Luther Hall
For additional information concerning
any of these events, please visit www.ctsfw.edu
or phone 260-452-2100.

We pray: Lord, You have graciously answered the prayers
of Your people by providing workers for the ripe harvest
fields of souls. We thank You for those who have taught and
teach, and for those who have answered Your call to labor in
Your fields. Continue to bless and strengthen Your Church
through faithful theological education and training so that
men and women may be prepared for Your service, to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.
The Rev. Mark A. Loest serves as pastor of
Immanuel Lutheran Church Of Frankentrost
(www.frankentrost.org), Saginaw, Mich.
September 2013
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ON CAMPUS VISITATION EVENTS
Concordia

eological Seminary—Fort Wayne, Indiana

Visitation events for future pastors or deaconesses
Prayerfully Consider Campus Visit
October 10–12, 2013
www.ctsfw.edu/PCV

Christ Academy College &
Phoebe Academy College
October 17–20, 2013
www.ctsfw.edu/CAC

Christ Academy High School
June 15–28, 2014
www.ctsfw.edu/ChristAcademy

Phoebe Academy High School
August 1–3, 2014
www.ctsfw.edu/PhoebeAcademy
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For more information you may also call 1-800-481-2155,
email Admission@ctsfw.edu or visit www.ctsfw.edu/Admission.
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