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PRESIDENT
“

Dear Friend of Concordia Theological Seminary:

ords. Words. Words.” This refrain can be used to
challenge someone who fails to keep his promises—to
act in accord with his words.
Our culture fills the air and our days with words. News,
sports, and weather reports are punctuated by invitations to
purchase this or to do that. Social scientists say that an adult in
Western society literally receives thousands of such messages
in a day.
“Words. Words. Words.” All of these messages require us to
make choices. Most we ignore. A few we act upon.
But are we aware of what is at stake in the words we choose?
The author of Proverbs states: “When words are many, sin is not
absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise” (10:19).
Words, in a word, do matter. They are powerful for good or
for evil. Theologians, seeking to capture this dynamic quality to
words, have spoken of a “word-event.” Words, quite literally, can
change our lives. The decision to obey the word “Stop!” can save
our life or the decision to ignore it can cost us our life.
How do we decide and sort through all the words that daily
descend upon us? It is crucial and critical that Christians measure
every message by Christ’s truth. God’s Word—the prophetic and
apostolic Scripture—bring clarity and certainty to our choices.
More than that, our lives are nurtured and fed by Divine wholesome words. The Cranach portrait of Luther proclaiming
Christ crucified to the congregation (see above) is precisely
the model we need. Such preaching is medicine for our sick
souls. It offers Christ as the only answer. Our seminarians seek
to emulate Luther’s fidelity to Sacred Scripture.
Like Luther, the weekly sermons of faithful pastors are a
particularly great blessing in a context like ours. Here Sacred
Scripture nurtures and guides God’s people through the called
shepherd. When the pastor is true to God’s Word, God Himself is
guiding His children. Luther speaks boldly about God’s presence
in His Word.

W

Yes, I hear the sermon; but who is speaking? The minister?
Who indeed! You do not hear the minister. True, the voice
is his; but my God is speaking the Word which he preaches
or speaks. Therefore I should honor the Word of God that
I may become a good pupil of the Word. (SL 7, 2145)
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God’s address humbles us as we acknowledge our sin. How
critical that the Law crush our habitual inclinations to regard ourselves as self-sufficient! Ours is an age that routinely omits the
holiness and majesty of God from all its speech. Yet, God’s Holy
Word calls us to contrition and repentance. Even as our old
nature requires admonition, our Christian nature hungers for
God’s gracious word of absolution. Here are healing words.
Good preaching, far from its popular caricature, can be the
best part of any week. To hear our pastor proclaim the forgiveness of sins we now have through Jesus Christ is to hear what we
need to survive the struggles facing us every week. The beauty of
the preaching office is described in Doberstein’s Prayer Book:
True preachers look only to God. True, they recognize
God’s light, power, and grace within them, but they also
acknowledge that they receive all this not from themselves
but from God. It is God who puts the Word in their
mouths, it is God who through his Spirit presses the Word
into the hearts of the hearers. Therefore they do all their
work to his honor. They go out to scatter the seed of the
divine Word, they spare no labor, they stretch their bodies,
their life, their all in their ministry, as a faithful servant
serves his lord with all his strength. And in this work they
have good trust in God through Christ that he will give the
increase to their sowing. If there is fruit, they give God the
glory and say, “Thou hast wrought all our works in us”
(Isa. 26:12). What the husbandman grows is God’s doing,
what good the teaching produces is God’s work. If no fruit
appears, they still do not cease to work and to trust and to
pray, and they manifest their trust by keeping their happy
courage. (pp. 254-255)

Enjoy this issue of For the Life of the World with its focus on
the sermon. Here are words that are renewing and refreshing. God’s
people rejoice to hear them. As the hymn so eloquently prays:
Oh, may Thy pastors faithful be,
Not laboring for themselves, but Thee!
Give grace to feed with wholesome food
The sheep and lambs bought by Thy blood,
To tend Thy flock, and thus to prove
How dearly they the Shepherd love.
(The Lutheran Hymnal, 493, st.2)

Sincerely yours, in Christ’s service,

Rev. Dr. Dean O. Wenthe
President, Concordia Theological Seminary

For the Life of the World

CONTENTS
F E A T U R E S

page 4
4
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A heart “strangely warmed”—or even pulsating wildly
with the emotion of “Spirit-filled renewal.” An active
youth group. Felt needs being met. Five-step formulas for
happier marriage. More people than pews. Sure signs of a
lively church? Martin Luther would direct us to different
signs, different marks of a church that’s alive. What’s
more, he would warn us against placing confidence in any
signs that are purely human or sensed only in our
own hearts.
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The Sermon Delivers the Goods
By the Rev. Dr. Ronald R. Feuerhahn, Associate Professor of
Historical Theology, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.

There is something very special about sermons and, for
that matter, about those who speak them—preachers. I say
that not because I’m a preacher, for it has nothing to do
with me. Rather it is the Office of Preacher that is special.
“As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good
things!’” (St. Paul, Rom. 10:15 quoting Is. 52:7).

page 10

10

The Gift of His Word from the
Mouth of My Shepherd
By Deaconess Natalie Watt, Acquisitions Assistant, Walther
Library, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.
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A good sermon comes from a pastor who knows that
preaching the Gospel and administering the Sacrament
are his vocation and that this, more than anything else,
is what he is called by God to do for these people in this
congregation. There are times when it is easy for both a
pastor and a congregation to forget this understanding of
vocation and that a key element of it is in the preaching of
the sermon.
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Luther

ExternalWord
Along with the sacraments,
preaching of God’s Word is a sure
mark that His Church—real, spiritually-alive Christian people—is
present. This preaching is altogether external, outside us. And
as Luther understood and himself preached, the fact that the
Word is external has significance
that is eternal.

“
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e’re just not being fed,” the twenty-something
man and woman shrugged, explaining to their pastor why they were leaving to join a charismatic
fellowship nearby. Their sincere smiles and nonchalance made very clear that they didn’t mean it personally.
As if anything could be more personal to a preacher! And yet,
in a way even this couple didn’t understand it really was about
something quite outside the pastor himself.

W
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on the

of Preaching
By the Rev. Dr. Carl C. Fickenscher II

“The Lutheran church down there is dead,” a member told another pastor as he
asked for a release. He and his family had moved to a small town and found a lot more
action for their teenaged son and daughter at the Methodist church.
But was the Lutheran congregation really dead?
A heart “strangely warmed”—or even pulsating wildly with the emotion of “Spiritfilled renewal.” An active youth group. Felt needs being met. Five-step formulas for
happier marriage. More people than pews. Sure signs of a lively church?
Martin Luther would direct us to different signs, different marks of a church that’s
alive. What’s more, he would warn us against placing confidence in any signs that are
purely human or sensed only in our own hearts. The marks of the church on which we
can rely, the infallible marks, are quite outside ourselves and are not dependent on any
individuals.
The chief among these Luther identifies in his treatise, On the Councils and the
Church: “Now, wherever you hear or see the word preached, . . . do not doubt that the
true [holy Catholic Church], ‘a Christian holy people’ must be there. . . . And even if
there were no other sign than this alone, it would still suffice to prove that a Christian,
holy people must exist there” (Luther’s Works 41:150). Along with the sacraments,
preaching of God’s Word is a sure mark that His Church—real, spiritually-alive Christian people—is present. This preaching is altogether external, outside us. And as Luther
understood and himself preached, the fact that the Word is external has significance that
is eternal.
Now, of course, nearly all church-goers would say that preaching is important.
Preaching, they would agree, is vital to sustaining the faith and life of the congregation.
But how does preaching do that?
A common understanding is that preaching essentially confronts the hearer with
information. The hearer is told, ideally, the facts about Christ as Savior. (Less than ideally, those steps toward happier marriage!) Once the information is laid out, however
cleverly and persuasively it may have been packaged, the Word has done all it can do.
Here endeth the sermon.
Next, according to this understanding, and as a totally separate operation, the hearer must do something with the Word: believe it, reject it, act on it. To be sure, the Holy
Spirit aids him in this, but, they say, the Spirit does not come through the Word; He
comes directly into the heart, without any means. At least He may come. Or He may
not. The hearer can only guess, based on how he feels.
In this understanding, then, the efficacy of preaching is obviously speculative, and
the tendency is to seek validation in emotion. “If I feel stronger in my faith, it must have
been a good sermon.” “If I feel motivated to action, the Holy Spirit must have been
moving among us.” Some in Luther’s day devised the slogan, “Spirit! Spirit! The Spirit must do it!” (LW 41:170).
But what if the Spirit didn’t seem to be doing it? What if one didn’t feel moved or
assured or comforted? How uncertain must it always be to look for assurance inside
oneself?!! Against the Heavenly Prophets, Luther writes, “Do you not see here the
devil, the enemy of God’s order? With all his mouthing of the words, ‘Spirit, Spirit,
Spirit,’ he tears down the bridge, the path, the ladder, and all the means by which the
JANUARY 2002
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Spirit might come to you. . . . He wants to teach you not how the Spirit comes to you
but how you come to the Spirit. They would have you learn how to journey on the
clouds and ride the wind” (LW 40:147).
Rather than clouds to stand on, Luther pointed to the sure-footing of bridge, path,
and ladder by which the Holy Spirit has in fact chosen to come to us: “Christ does not
want you to run to and fro in search of the Spirit. . . . He binds us solely to His Word.
He does not want to see the Holy Spirit divorced from His Word. . . . He does not want
to leave you wandering aimlessly about; He wants you to hear His Word. He declares:
‘The words which I speak are spiritual’” (LW 23:173).
Indeed, Luther emphasized, when the pastor preaches the truth of
Scripture, “To be sure, I do hear a sermon; however I am wont to ask:
‘Who is speaking?’ The pastor? By no means! You do not hear the
pastor. Of course, the voice is his, but the words he employs are really spoken to me by
God” (LW 22:528). “God has said: When the Word of Christ is preached, I am in your
mouth, and I go with the Word through your ears into your heart. So, then, we have a
sure sign and know that when the Gospel is preached, God is present” (Luther quoted
in Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, 3:140).
That is to say, the Word is external. It is not an inner voice of the Spirit in the
hearer’s heart. It comes from outside her. It enters through her ears. What’s more, when
it is truly the Word of Scripture, it is not even her pastor’s word. It is Christ’s. “The
holiness of the Word and the purity of doctrine are powerful and sure, so that even if
Judas, Caiaphas, Pilate, the pope, Harry, or the devil himself preached it, . . . they would
still receive the true, pure Word” (LW 41:218).
What comfort, what security that brings! Being completely outside ourselves, the
preaching of the Word leaves no speculation to us. The sermon does not simply
confront the hearer with information, hoping that the Holy Spirit will happen along and
move us to response. Because Christ Himself is speaking, the Word brings all the
power of the first words, “Let there be light.” As then, when God speaks, it is so. Words
of forgiveness truly forgive. Promises of life actually give heaven. The Word of
preaching is a means of grace; it actually delivers what it offers.
Yes, to receive the blessings requires faith, but because the promises are
objective,
outside ourselves, we then have something we can believe in.
The Word of preaching is a
We needn’t look inside ourselves and question whether we really believe.
means of grace; it actually delivers
Forgiveness, life, salvation are a reality—already fully independent of
what it offers. We needn’t look our response—because they are present in the Word. And that objective,
inside ourselves and question external certainty, then, becomes the means by which the Holy Spirit
whether we really believe. creates faith to receive: “Write in large letters merely this text: ‘which shall
Forgiveness, life, salvation are believe on Me through their Word.’ . . . This word ‘believe,’ which pertains
a reality—already fully indepen- alone to the heart and the inner man, and ‘through their Word’
belong together and make an inner man. . . . Christ says that they shall
dent of our response—because
believe, that is, become inner or spiritual people, through the Word of the
they are present in the Word.
Apostles” (Luther quoted in Pieper 3:187).

A gathering of souls that regularly hears this Word—there is the
church. It is alive. And without guessing about feelings, emotions inside those souls,
looking outside instead to the preaching of the external Word, we can be sure they are
being fed the bread of life.

The Rev. Dr. Carl C. Fickenscher II is Assistant Professor of Pastoral Ministry
and Missions and Dean of Pastoral Education and Placement at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.
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Luther included the church in the
historical work of Christ. That
means that the Word proclaimed,
used, and distributed today is
part of the historical work of
Christ. The historical acts of
Christ’s life and death “are the
beginning of a chain reaction
which included God’s works
among his people today,” the
works of which you are instruments. Thus the sermon is
“nothing less than redemptive
history revealed in the Word.”

here is something very special about sermons and, for
that matter, about those who speak them–preachers. I
say that not because I’m a preacher, for it has nothing
to do with me. Rather it is the Office of Preacher that
is special. “As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of
those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings
of good things!’” [St. Paul, Rom. 10:15 quoting Is. 52:7].
Martin Luther called it the greatest of all offices.1

T

The Gospels tell us that the ministry of John the Baptist and of our Lord were
ministries of preaching: the Baptizer (Matt. 3:1; Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3) and Jesus (Matt.
4:17; Mark 1:14; cf. Luke 4:21), after His baptism and temptation, “began to preach.”

“The

Sermon

Delivers

the

Goods

”

By the Rev. Dr. Ronald R. Feuerhahn
JANUARY 2002
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In the message of John and Jesus, God was speaking. The Gospel of John identifies
Jesus Himself as the very Word of God, the “Word (Logos) was God” (John 1:1). We
learn already from the Old Testament, from Genesis Chapter 1 in fact, that the Word
of God is creative–“it does what it says”;2 God said “Let there be . . .” and there was
(Gen. 1:3, 6, 9, etc.). When the LORD speaks, things happen (Is. 9:8; 24:3). Later we
read that the “Word of the LORD came” to the prophets (Jer. 1:2; Dan. 9:2; Hos. 1:1;
Joel 1:1; Mic. 1:1; Zep. 1:1; Hag. 1:1, 3; Zech. 1:1, 7; Mal. 1:1).
It is for this reason that Martin Luther gave primacy to the Word of God. In a letter to his friend Nicholas Hausmann, for instance, there is a litany-like repetition:
“only with the Word . . . with the Word . . . with the Word . . . only with the Word
. . . by the Word.”3 For Luther, the Word of God took various forms; more
specifically, the Word of God is Christ, it is Scripture. But, and this may surprise
some, it is also the preached Word, the sermon. Therefore, when Luther spoke of the
Word of God, he described it in three forms:
1. Christ, the Word (logos?) of God,

2. Scripture, the other “incarnation” of the Word,4
3. Preaching, the living Word.

It is the latter of these that is often either not considered or is doubted in our day.
However, this view of the proclaimed Word is central to Luther’s understanding of
the Word and of the means of grace in general. This is clear, for instance, in the
Schwabach Articles of 1529, one of the background documents to the Augsburg
Confession.
To obtain this faith, or to bestow it upon us men God has instituted the ministry, or the oral word, viz., the Gospel, by which He causes this faith and its
power, use and fruit to be proclaimed, and through the same, as a means,
bestows faith by His Holy Spirit, as and where He will . . .5

The sermon is more than talking
about the acts of God. It is God’s
revelatory activity. Preaching
isn’t a communication of information, but it is a sacramental
action in which Christ is at work,
God is at work.
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“In all its earthly lowliness, the Word brings God to man.”6 That includes the
preached Word.

Neither you nor I could ever know anything of Christ or believe in him and
have him for our Lord except as it is offered to us by the Holy Spirit through
the preaching of the gospel.7

Luther included the church in the historical work of Christ. That means that the
Word proclaimed, used and distributed today is part of the historical work of Christ.
The historical acts of Christ’s life and death “are the beginning of a chain reaction
which included God’s works among his people today,” the works of which you are
instruments.8 Thus the sermon is “nothing less than redemptive history revealed in the
Word.”9 In fact, according to Vilmos Vajta, Luther “insisted that the oral proclamation
or preaching is the proper form of the Word.”10 The sermon was Christ’s continued
“‘advent,’ his coming to every generation of men, the means by which he establishes
fellowship with his own.”11
Was it perhaps presumptuous of Luther to claim that the word preached by the
preacher was nothing less than the Word of God? Perhaps what we should ask first is:
Is that really what Luther said? He answers: “I have often said that the office of
preaching is not ours but God’s. But whatever is God’s, that we do not do ourselves;
but He does it Himself, through the Word and the office, as His own gift and business.”12 And elsewhere he declared: “Furthermore, Christ Himself is present when I
preach.”13 In our confessions we have similar statements: Philip Melanchthon stated
that God (the Holy Spirit) is present in this ministry (AC V); the office is carried out
by divine authority. Later he spoke of its authority.
For the Life of the World

It is universally acknowledged, even by our opponents, that this power is shared
by divine right by all who preside in the churches, whether they are called pastors,
presbyters or bishops (Treatise 61, Kolb/Wengert 340).
To Luther, the sermon is more than talking about the acts of God. It is God’s revelatory activity.14 Hermann Sasse observed “that preaching isn’t a communication of
information, but it is a sacramental action in which Christ is at work, God is at
work.”15 The ministry, Luther asserted, “is Christ’s continued activity on earth. In the
pulpit he speaks through the mouth of the preacher.”16 This office is essential, “for
Christ imparts the Word to men, not vertically from above, but rather through the
medium of human tongues and voices.”17 This Word of God both forgives and judges.
It transforms the “then” into a “now.”18
The title of this article is perhaps misleading, “The Sermon Delivers the Goods.”
We should rather say that the sermon delivers (gives the gift of) the “Good News,”
the very forgiveness of sins and salvation. What an event, what a blessed Word from
God we hear! It is awesome, is it not, that a preacher, a man, stands as an instrument
of God Himself to speak God’s own words to us. “For from this we hear what the
preaching office is, namely, an office of the Holy Spirit. Even if it is men who preach,
baptize, forgive sins, yet the Holy Spirit is preaching and baptizing, whose work and
office it is.”19
The Rev. Dr. Feuerhahn is Associate Professor of Historical Theology at
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.

Notes:
1 AE 40:36 - Concerning the Ministry, Late 1523. Elsewhere: “It is an excellent
office and word which he here commits to the disciples, and for this reason one
should not consider it a slight thing.” Excerpt from the Sermon on Easter Tuesday,
March 30, 1529, Weimar Edition [hereafter, WA], Volume 28, p. 466, trans. by
Charles Schultz.
2 Luther: “What God says, He can also do.” WA 54, 257.
3 AE, 48:401.10-23; cf. 402.
4 see Olav Valen-Sendstad, The Word That Can Never Die, trans. by Norman A.
Madson, Sr., & Ahlert H. Strand, St. Louis, Concordia, 1966, esp. Chapter 3, “The
View of Christ and of Scripture,” 29-53.
5 Article VII, in M. Reu, The Augsburg Confession, A Collection of Sources
with an Historical Introduction, Chicago: Wartburg, 1930, *42 (also reprinted in the
Concordia Heritage Series).
6 Vilmos Vajta, Luther on Worship an Interpretation, Philadelphia,
Muhlenberg, 1958, 69.
7 Luther, WA 30I, 188. Cf. 26, 296, quoted in Vajta, 71.
8 Vajta, 71f.
9 Vajta, 72 with ref. to WA 29, 200.
10 Vajta, 77. He supports this with appeals to Luther’s references that originally
the Gospel was not a book but a sermon (WA 10I, 1, 17; 10I, 1, 626; 12, 259) and the
church not a Federhaus (Quill house), but a Mundhaus (mouth house) (WA 10I, 1,
627; 10I, 1, 14; 7, 526). This may be a Barthian emphasis, but not in itself a misinterpretation of Luther or of the Scriptures. Vajta at least goes on to indicate that the
sermon is not to be elevated about the Scriptures.
11 Vajta, 78.
12 “The Sermon on the Mount,” AE 21:119. A later edition (1534) has “creature”
for “business.”
13 Sermon on John 8:28, AE, 23:386f.
14 Vajta, 17.
15 John Kleinig in Interview (Dec 13, 1989).
16 WA, 20,350.
17 Vajta, 113.
18 Vajta, 70.
19 WA, 28, 479, trans. by Charles Schultz.
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The sermon delivers (gives the
gift of) the “Good News,” the
very forgiveness of sins and
salvation. What an event, what
a blessed Word from God we
hear! It is awesome, is it not,
that a preacher, a man, stands as
an instrument of God Himself to
speak God’s own words to us.
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here is an old saying that goes
something like “you don’t
know what you have until it’s
gone.” This came true when I
was in a situation where the privilege
of attending a “traditional” Lutheran
church service was not available.
From 1991-1994 I did volunteer
mission work in Taipei, Taiwan. This
old adage was true in two ways: first,
the service, including the preaching,
was in Chinese; and second, the
church was vacant and an ordained
pastor was available only about once
a month to preach the sermon and administer
the Sacrament. While the time and the experiences in Taiwan were valuable, even lifechanging, it was with joy that I returned to the
United States and to a church where there was
a sermon every week and where I did not have
to struggle to understand it.

T

Over the last seven years I have had the privilege of attending a number of different Lutheran churches—while I was
preparing for certification as a deaconess, and then in the first
two calls I have had the honor of serving. The following paragraphs contain thoughts about what makes a “good” sermon.
These could be said by anyone sitting in the pew, both the laity

The
Gift
of
fromtheMouthof My
10
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works faith, when and where He pleases, in those
and church workers, but are especially relevant to
who hear the Gospel” (AC V). This passion comes
me as a deaconess because this is where a pastor
through to those of us sitting in the pews week after
ministers to me each and every Sunday. It is through
week listening to what this pastor has to say and as
his preaching that the pastor feeds and nourishes me,
we carry this into each of our respective vocations.
that I may in turn assist and support him in the dayThis passion comes through to me as a deaconess,
to-day activities of the church by serving those in the
congregation.
because I see the pastor taking the time to prepare by
First and foremost, a good sermon comes from a
thoroughly studying the texts in the original lanpastor who knows that preaching the Gospel and adminisguages, by reading commentaries to assess the various
tering the Sacrament are his vocation and that this, more than
ways the texts have been interpreted, by discussing the
anything else, is what he is called by God to do for these
meaning of the texts with his brothers, by applying the rigorous training in theology he received at the seminary, and
people in this congregation. “To obtain such faith, God
most importantly, by spending the entire week preparing.
instituted the office of the ministry, that is, provided the
The second aspect of a good sermon
Gospel and the sacraments” (AC V, Tapconcerns the proper distinction between
pert). This may seem a strange statement
Law and Gospel. In our Lutheran Conwith which to begin, but there are times
A good sermon comes from a
fessions, the first statement of the “affirwhen it is easy for both a pastor and a
pastor who knows that preaching
congregation to forget this understandmative
theses” regarding Law and
the Gospel and administering the
Gospel is: “We believe, teach, and coning of vocation and that a key element of
Sacrament are his vocation and
fess that the distinction between Law
it is in the preaching of the sermon.
that this, more than anything
and Gospel is an especially glorious
Preparing a sermon, I am quite sure, is
else, is what he is called by
light that is to be maintained with great
very hard work, and the schedule of a
diligence in the church so that, accordpastor is, more often than not, very full
God to do for these people in
ing to St. Paul’s admonition, the Word of
and quite hectic. Yet a good sermon
this congregation.
God may be divided rightly” (FC V).
requires preparation, and I would hope
Law and Gospel are not only vital to a
that my pastor would take the time to do
this. After all, the divine service—hearing the Word and receiv- good sermon but also need to be crystal clear; it should be easy
ing the Sacrament—is the one place where I am assured of get- for anyone to think, “Pastor’s words are of the Law here,” or
“Pastor is preaching the Gospel here.” But even more than this,
ting fed that spiritual food that brings life.
What this understanding leads to is a passion for the Gospel. these words of the Law need to be directed to me because my
Do not misunderstand this, “passion” does not mean that every self-righteousness must be thwarted each and every week. The
Sunday morning there is an entertaining show from the pulpit. It Law is supposed to cut the heart—I do not want the pastor to tipdoes mean that the pastor understands that his vocation brings toe around this task. Similarly, the Gospel needs to be for me.
about life changes in these people whom God has given him. This does not mean to proclaim the Gospel in some abstract way
“Through these, as through means, he gives the Holy Spirit, who that no one can understand, nor does it mean simply to give a

fShepherd
His Word
By Deaconess Natalie Watt
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“canned” Gospel statement in every sermon, and it
certainly does not mean a falsely emotional or
sentimental Gospel. It means, as Matthias Loy
wrote in The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace
(TLH, 297, verses 2, 3, 5),

know and to study. Luther states, “Let all Christians
exercise themselves in the Catechism daily, and
constantly put it into practice, guarding themselves
with the greatest care and diligence against the poisonous infection of such security or vanity. Let
them continue to read and teach, to learn and med“It sets the lamb before our eyes,
itate and ponder” (Large Catechism, Martin
Who made th’ atoning sacrifice,
Luther’s Preface, 19). As a deaconess, the CateAnd calls the souls with guilt opprest
chism is one of the basic tools I use to assist and
To come and find eternal rest.
support the pastor through my service in the congregation. By including it and teaching it in the serIt brings the Savior’s righteousness
mon, the pastor is helping me to following Luther’s
Our souls to robe in royal dress;
admonition.
From all our guilt it brings release
Finally, what I enjoy most of all is getting someAnd gives the troubled conscience peace.
thing out of the sermon that I can take home with
It bears to all the tidings glad
me. There are men and women in the pews who can
And bids their hearts no more be sad;
hear a sermon and recite it nearly verbatim later in
The heavy-laden souls it cheers
the week, but most of us cannot do that. What I need
And banishes their guilty fears.”
to hear repeated are the key doctrinal concepts, so I
can think about them later and discuss them with my
Properly distinguishing and applying Law and family, friends, and other church members. And
Gospel is not an easy task. In the Deaconess Pro- when all of this is made applicable to my life, to
gram, heavy emphasis is laid upon this task. It is a events in the world, our country, the community,
very basic and foundational principle of how dea- and the church, then I am more apt to remember the
conesses are trained. As the pastor preaches Law key concepts.
and Gospel in every sermon, he is not only conMore importantly, as a deaconess, I can then
victing me with the Law and comforting me with share these concepts with the congregation memthe Gospel, he is teaching me to properly apply it as bers, reminding them of what the pastor said in his
I serve those in that congregation.
sermon. All the service I perform as a deaconess,
This leads to the third aspect: the text. I want to whether it is teaching the women, training the Sunhear the context and an explanation of what was day school teachers, visiting the sick or homehappening, what the people were doing,
bound, or just talking with people about their
what they might have been thinking,
lives, is to assist and support the Office
or how their culture and their underof the Holy Ministry, and what better
standing of religion influenced
way to do this than by pointing people
their actions. On a more practo the pastor’s very own words in the
tical note, my ears really perk up
sermon. I can remind them of what their
when a text that I have heard for
pastor has already said to them as they
years is taught in a different way, a
come to me with physical, emotional, and
new nuance of it is brought out, or
mental pains, and, most of all, hurting from
something that was “old” is now seemsin.
ingly “new.” It is wonderful when the
In summary, a “good” sermon captiGospel reading is brought together
vates me and I forget that I am a deawith the Old Testament and the Episconess. Rather, I am reminded over and
tle, and when there is an explanation
over that I am a child of God, receiving
of why these are the readthe gift of His Word from the
ings for that particular
mouth of my shepherd.
Sunday of the church
A “good” sermon captivates me
year or festival.
Deaconess Natalie Watt
and I forget that I am a deaconess.
A key part of a good
is
Acquisitions
Assistant at
Rather, I am reminded over and
sermon is when the text it
Walther Library, Concorover that I am a child of God,
tied to the Catechism, as
dia Theological Seminary,
receiving the gift of His Word
this is what all members
Fort Wayne, Ind.
from the mouth of my shepherd.
of the church need to
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What Does This

MEAN

is to preach the Gospel” says the Apology of the
Augsburg Confession (AP XV:42, Kolb/
Wengert, 229). As in the rest of the liturgy, God
serves His people with His words of “spirit and
life”(see John 6:63). God is not simply the object
of sermonic discourse; He is the subject of
preaching. It is God Himself who is speaking
through the lips of His servant. Luther captures
this thought in his sermon on the Gospel according to John: “To be sure, the tongue, the voice, the
hands, etc., are those of a human being; but the
Word and the ministry are those of the divine
Majesty Himself” (AE 24:67). Preaching allows
Christ to have His say. The preacher stands in the
pulpit as the called and ordained servant of the
Word delivering the gifts of the Liturgist of our
salvation, Christ Jesus. The Church Year guides
the flow of these gifts, omitting nothing that is
profitable for our faith and life. In the final analysis, the sermon’s “effectiveness” does not rest on
the preacher’s personality, experiences, learning,
humor or even his ability as a communicator, but
on the Word that alone creates and sustains faith.
In the Small Catechism’s explanation of the
third commandment, we are told that “we should
fear and love God that we may not despise
preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and
gladly hear and learn it.” Of course, preaching is
despised when we forsake the gathering together
of God’s people around His Word, allowing the
pressure and pull of other projects to keep us from
the Divine Service. There is yet another sense by
which we “despise preaching and His Word,” and
it is made manifest in our lack of trust that God’s
Word will accomplish His purpose. We doubt that
God will actually save sinners through the foolishness of preaching Christ crucified, and so we
are tempted to turn the sermon into a pep talk or a
lecture about some pressing moral issue spiced up
with a few Bible verses.
Preaching that takes God at His Word proclaims Christ as the One who came not to be
served, but to serve and give His life as the atoning sacrifice for the world’s sin (see Mark 10:45).

“ … the chief worship of God

JANUARY 2002

Such preaching is not merely talk about Christ
and His Gospel. Rather it delivers Christ as He is
now present in His Word, bringing light out of
darkness, life out of death, and forgiveness to broken sinners. In his Preaching that takes God at His
classic study, The Inspiration of Word proclaims Christ as the One
Scripture, Robert Preus writes “The who came not to be served, but
Word of God is not a mere signum, a to serve and give His life as the
sign pointing the way to eternal life, atoning sacrifice for the world’s
but a gracious medium ordained to
sin (see Mark 10:45). Such
exert spiritual effects and is efficapreaching is not merely talk
cious to that end. The Gospel does
not merely offer us righteousness about Christ and His Gospel.
and salvation, does not only invite us Rather it delivers Christ as He is
to accept Christ and enter into His now present in His Word, bringing
Kingdom, it actually confers such light out of darkness, life out of
great blessings on us, quickens us death, and forgiveness to broken
and makes us partakers of Christ’s sinners.
Kingdom” (The Inspiration of
Scripture: A Study of the Theology
of the Seventeenth Century Lutheran Dogmaticians, 172).
If the crucified and risen Jesus is
really present in the preaching that
conforms to the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures, if the preacher is
indeed the viva vox evangelli—the
living voice of the Gospel—then
preaching is not just the transmission
of information or good communication, however instructive or motivating that might be, but a proclamation
that bestows forgiveness of sins, life
and salvation. So the church continues to pray that God’s Word “may not
be bound but have free course and be
preached to the joy and edifying of
Christ’s holy people.”
The Rev. Prof. John T. Pless is
Assistant Professor of Pastoral
Ministry and Missions at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne,
Ind., and Editor of For the Life of
the World.
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Lord,What Will
You HaveMeDo?

The CTS Seminary Guild Invites You to Assist
in Renovating the Mission Resource Center
he mission of the Concordia Theological
Seminary Guild, Fort Wayne, is to serve
God by communicating the needs and
encouraging the support of Concordia Theological Seminary and its students.
Our vision, by God’s grace, enables us to
pray, encourage men in our congregations for
the ministry, support the seminary, and help
provide for the spiritual and physical needs of
the seminary and its students.
In the building of God’s kingdom, each
member is offered an opportunity to be one of
His servants. No effort is more basic than
encouraging future pastors to respond to His
call. “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few.” (Matthew 9:38)
Collectively, sisters in the family of God
can, by grace, accomplish what could not be
done single-handedly.
The Mission Resource Center has become
an important meeting place for students to
grow in their understanding of God’s Word
reaching the farthest corners of the world.
However, the area needs to be updated and
redecorated. We have decided to take on this
project and give it our special attention. Perhaps you, too, would be interested in helping
us renovate the area by contributing funds to the project.
We need approximately $5,000
to begin.
Please prayerfully consider
supporting us in our efforts to
create an inviting place where

T

children of God can come and learn about
how the Gospel is being shared around the
world. For individuals who wish to donate to
this project and take advantage of tax deductions or credits, make your check payable to
Concordia Theological Seminary and designate, “For Mission Resource Project.” All
others may make their checks payable to the
Seminary Guild.
If you are a Lutheran Brotherhood member, be sure to request a Matching Funds
Grant Form from your representative. Fill it
out and return it to the Seminary Guild so
that they may receive matching funds for
this project.
If you are an AAL member, be sure to
request a form for the AAL Member Gift
Matching Program from our Guild Advisor or
President. Fill it out and return it to the Seminary
Guild so that the seminary may receive matching
funds from AAL for this project.
Mail check to:
Concordia Theological Seminary
Seminary Guild - Box 403
6600 N. Clinton Street
Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4996

For more information contact Janet Hamman at (260)
493-2754 or write to the seminary at the above address in
care of the Seminary Guild.
Thank you.

■ Please contact me with more information.
Affiliate Guild Registration

■ Yes, we are interested in becoming an Affiliate Guild. Please send more information to

Name __________________________________________________________________
Organization ____________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State: ________ ZIP: _________________
■ We are enclosing a donation payable to Concordia Theological Seminary Guild,
Box 403, 6600 N. Clinton St., Fort Wayne, IN 46825-4996.

■ We have enclosed a $25.00 check for our
group to be an Affiliate Guild.
■ I have enclosed a $10.00 check to be
an individual affiliate member.
■ I have enclosed a check to support
the renovation of the Mission
Resource Center.
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INTEGRATING ACADEMICS AND ADVANCEMENT MEANS

MISSIOLOGY
By Alan Havekotte, Office of Seminary Advancement

r. Eugene Bunkowske has spent his entire career seeking the lost for Christ. He
has a love for the Savior, a love for the church and a love for his work, as evidenced by his untiring efforts in the mission field and in the training of the
dedicated men and women who serve the Lord among the peoples and cultures
around the world.
A 1960 graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Dr. Bunkowske served as a
missionary in Africa for 22 years. He was a pastor, church planter and Bible translator. He has served our Synod in various capacities, and since coming to CTS in 1982
has made an impact in the areas of academic policy and curriculum. Dr. Bunkowske’s
real forté, however, is his dedicated and tireless efforts to create and expand the Ph.D.
in Missiology program at CTS. Since its inception in 1991, the D.Miss. program (now
Ph.D.) has grown significantly under his direction, attracting men and women from
every continent. He has seen graduates of the program placed in 21 countries, many as
professors in seminaries using skills developed under his tutelage.
“Dr. B.” recently completed a one-year sabbatical, during which time he worked
on a book, God’s Means for Mission: Connecting with Our Technological Society. He is nearing completion of that work even as he maintains a full teaching schedule and continues his active involvement in mission endeavors both at home and
abroad. These activities include work with Fort Wayne’s only African immigrant congregation, St. Augustine. Dr. Bunkowske also works closely with Pastor Larry Merino of New Life Lutheran Church as an advisor/consultant on outreach, especially its
burgeoning ministry to the Gypsy population.
Dr. Bunkowske is one of those rare individuals in academia who sees the importance of a “marriage” between academics and advancement. In an age of specialization, he sees the need to integrate the two “cultures.” Professors can be very effective
in raising consciousness in the community of the importance of supporting both high
academic standards as well as providing financial support for maintaining a first-class
institution.
In modeling that approach in his own successful work with the Doctor of Missiology program, Dr. Bunkowske has shown a capacity for “thinking outside the box.”
In short, “he gets it” when it comes to bringing vision and mission together. We look
forward to a long and successful relationship.

D

The Bunkowskes celebrate
their 50th Wedding Anniversary.
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SPECIAL SECTION
Advancement Staff Welcomes Dr. Eugene

BUNKOWSKE
By Alan Havekotte, Office of Seminary Advancement

Eugene and Bernice Bunkowske
Student Aid Endowment
r. Eugene Bunkowske, who has served on the faculty at Concordia Theological Seminary since 1982, particularly in the area of
missions, has joined the Seminary Advancement staff on a parttime basis. Dr. Bunkowske has really been doing the work of advancement for many years, as he developed funding for the Ph.D. in Missiology program at CTS. Even before that—actually as a little child—Dr.
Bunkowske learned the basic principles of stewardship, an attitude of
giving and saving, and a charitable outlook on the blessings God
bestows.
“I grew up during the depression,” says Dr. Bunkowske, “and would receive a
weekly allowance of five cents. The first penny was for church, the second penny was
for Sunday School, the third penny was for savings, the fourth for gifts for birthdays
and the like, and the fifth I could spend on myself!” It was his father who taught him
the importance of putting God first and of saving for the future. This helped him
develop the habit of charitable giving. Along with his wife, Bernice, Dr. Bunkowske
established an endowment fund to provide financial support for the students
enrolled in the Ph.D. in Missiology program. He has witnessed the growth of
that fund along with the development of the program itself, a testimony to the
blessing God has brought to him in both his personal and professional life. “Dr.
B.” has set an example for others, as he has provided funding for student aid
programs such as the Research Fellowship scholarship and the International
Student Aid Fund.
Dr. Bunkowske wants to see this fine program continue, so it is only natural that he take an interest in encouraging folks to develop a positive attitude
toward CTS and its programs, and likewise provide financial resources with
their gifts. As a “giver” himself, Dr. Bunkowske brings his experience to bear
on the development enterprise. But he also sees himself as one who is learning
from the professional staff.
Dr. Bunkowske has a keen sense of what the development task is all about.
He brings a unique perspective as one who has flourished in both “worlds”—
academia and funding. He has already added much to the effort because of his
wisdom and ability to communicate his timely insights.
As he expresses the role of development in today’s globalized society where cultures are integrated as never before, “We live very connectedly. We are like
sponges—soaking up knowledge and learning from each other. We are also like spigots—giving and sharing with one another. This is true both in our academics and in
our philanthrophy.”
Welcome, Dr. Bunkowske!

D

Dr. Bunkowske with
children at an orphanage
in Moreira, Portugal.
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FOR THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
Will Your Children and Grandchildren have

PASTORS?
ne of the principal objectives of our Synod—as stated clearly in our constitution—is to
“recruit and train pastors, teachers and other professional church workers and provide
opportunity for their continuing growth.” But the challenge is growing. At the end of 2000,
our Synod recorded 1155 vacant pulpits. Concordia Theological Seminary is striving valiantly to
meet the needs in this area.
However, over the past several decades, the amount of support sent to the seminary from the
synodical budget has drastically eroded. In fact, after the current academic year, the seminary’s
subsidy from Synod will be completely eliminated. The chart traces the decline of synodical support during the past 18 years.
The cost of education has increased, and the level of support has decreased. While most of the
seminary budget provides assistance for our future pastors, Concordia Theological Seminary also
remains committed to mission outreach. Each year, it prepares many international students for missionary work throughout the world. Faculty members are also deployed throughout the world,
teaching at seminaries of our new partner churches in some of the former Communist countries
where we have immense opportunities to help shape the emerging Christian community. The seminary also publishes numerous resources for the education of the church at large.
In view of all of this, the decline demonstrated in the graph comes at the worst possible time,
when the need for pastors at home is most acute, and when the mission opportunities abroad are
most abundant. Forty years ago about 70% of the cost of seminary education was covered by Synod.
How has Concordia Theological Seminary responded to
this diminishing support? One might think the logical way
to cover the gap would be to increase tuition. However, the
exact opposite has occurred. For the past several years, at
the encouragement of the Synod, the seminary has guaranteed that all demonstrated need for tuition for all students
will be covered.
Consequently, the seminary no longer can rely on its two
main sources of income, synodical subsidy and tuition. How
can it carry on its appointed task? Only through the generous
help of many friends of the seminary, congregations, foundations, corporations and individuals throughout our land.
In view of the challenge facing the church to provide more
pastors and in light of the loss of synodical subsidy, we boldly ask you to become partners with us in this great task. We
ask first for your prayers for the church and for the seminary.
We also ask for your prayerful consideration of providing financial support for Concordia Theological Seminary
by way of your gift to general operations or student aid
from the resources which God has granted you. We have
been blessed with experienced professionals on our staff
who can provide answers to your questions ranging from
annual support, to endowments, to planned giving.
Surely if the events of September 11 teach us anything,
it is that life is very fragile. The need for spiritual life that
points beyond this brief earthly walk is immense. People
are searching for certainty and hope amidst the unknowable. We have the answer in Christ, but need pastors to proclaim His truth.

O

Percent of Seminary Budget
Covered by Synodical Subsidy
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FOR THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
MAKING DREAMS A REALITY THROUGH

GIFT ANNUITIES
By the Rev. Ralph Schmidt, Director of Planned Giving

era Schulz is a 77-year-old widow with a great love for Concordia Theological
Seminary. Throughout the years, she has given modest gifts to help students as
they prepare to serve in the office of the holy ministry. This year, though, Vera
was shocked when her CDs came due to find out that renewing them for two more years
would give her an interest rate of only 2.75%. “Low interest rates may be great for people who have to borrow money, but for us who live on the interest from our savings, it
is a disaster,” she said.
In her long-term planning, Vera also wanted to leave a sizable gift in her estate for
the seminary. Now, however, she was worried that she may have to use some of her
savings to offset the loss of interest because of the low rates that are available.
Then Vera heard about something called a Gift Annuity. This special gift arrangement gives an income to the donor for life, provides a tax deduction as well as some
tax-free income, and leaves a substantial gift to the seminary at the end of life. Vera
decided she would give $50,000 for a gift annuity. She would receive 8.2% annual
return for her gift for the rest of her life, as well as an immediate tax deduction of
$20,268. For the next 11 years, she would receive $2,677 each year in tax-free return,
plus $1,423 in taxable income. If she lives longer than that, all of the income will be
taxable. For Vera, the good news was that she would never have to be concerned about
the rate changing. That is set for life. But the best news is that she knows that, after
the Lord calls her home to heaven, the seminary will have her gift to use for the purpose she loved: helping assure the church that there will be pastors for years to come.
Donors may give gift annuities, which will provide income for either one or two
lives. The rate of return is dependent upon the age of the income recipient(s) at the time
the gift annuity is given. The deduction and tax-free income will also vary according
to the ages of the people involved. For people who want to make a gift, but who need
the income at present, this is a wonderful way to do so, for it provides stable lifetime
income as well as tax deductions that may save significant amounts of income tax.
Concordia Theological Seminary is glad to assist friends who wish to give gift annuities, or to explore other types of gifts. For further information specifically relating to
your situation, please call toll free 1-877-287-4338, extension 2268.

V

VISION

YOUR

OUR

MISSION

■ Yes, I would like more information on gift annuities.
■ I have included Concordia Theological Seminary in my estate plan.
■ Please contact me about how I may include Concordia Theological Seminary in my
estate plan.
Your Name: ___________________________________________________________

Rev. Ralph G. Schmidt

Address: _____________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________________ State: ______

ZIP :______________ Phone: ____________________________________________

Send to: Office of Planned Giving (Ambrose B-3), Concordia Theological Seminary,
6600 N. Clinton St., Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825
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PrayerfullyConsider
Spring Invitational Campus Visit
March 21-23, 2002
For more information, contact the Office
of Admission at the following address
and phone number:
6600 N. Clinton St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46825
admission@mail.ctsfw.edu
(800) 481-2155
CTS Online: www.ctsfw.edu
✠ Worship with the seminary community at
chapel services held four times a day.

✠ Visit seminary classes to experience
first-hand the dynamic learning environment.

✠ Learn more about financial aid for your specific
situation by meeting with our Director of Financial Aid.

✠ Explore the affordable Fort Wayne housing market by
meeting one on one with our Relocation Coordinator,
reviewing the homes available for sale from other
seminary families, and visiting local neighborhoods
and apartment complexes.

✠ Locate Lutheran and public schools with resources
provided by our Relocation Coordinator and by visiting
the schools themselves.
✠ Identify potential employers, schools, real estate
agents, insurance agents, health care services, and
campus resources at the Display Fair.

✠ Acclimate yourself to the campus and learn about its
architecture with a tour of the chapel, the classroom
buildings, the Food and Clothing Co-ops, the Christ’s
Child Learning
Corner, and the
gymnasium.
✠ Enjoy multiple
opportunities for
fellowship with
our President, our
faculty, our staff,
and our students.

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne
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In the

FIELD

by Monica Robins

In the Field is a special feature section that focuses on the life and
ministry of a pastor within The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

“Sharing the Gospel with
People of All Walks of Life”

he Rev. Timothy J. Mech earned a
B.A. in Philosophy and Greek and
a Minor in Theology at Valparaiso
University, Valparaiso, Ind.
(1985). After graduation, he went directly on to earn his Master of Divinity at
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.
(1989).
Pastor Mech’s first call into the Holy
Ministry was to Bethel Lutheran Church,
DuQuoin, Ill., where he stayed almost 8
1/2 years. From 1989 to 1998, average
worship attendance increased from 38 to
93, and baptized membership went from
105 to 197, which included the baptism of
18 adults and 48 infants and children as
well as the confirmation of 35 adults and
seven youths. “I arrived at Bethel in the
midst of a difficult time for the congregation. The financial situation was bad, the
building was in disrepair, people were
staying home on Sundays or going elsewhere. For many years, pastors had come
and gone and people didn’t expect me to
stay very long either. So to say that the
changes that came by way of the Lord’s
Word and Sacrament made me happy
would be an understatement,” said Pastor
Mech in an interview with the Rev. Andy
Dimit. “First,” he continued, “I had to
learn to trust that the Lord had put me
there at that particular time to serve His
people with His gifts. Then, I listened to
the people to find out what was going on
with them and to get to know them. There
was no program, no talk of money. I just
said, ‘I’ll be your pastor. We’ll rely on the
Lord’s Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s
Supper to sustain us in this life and to
bring us into the life to come.’”
From the beginning, Pastor Mech
taught about God at Bethel, especially
with new members. Over the eight years
that he was there, there was never a time

T

“Remain
faithful
to
Scripture and the Lutheran
Confessions, and stick
with the Lutheran liturgy.
People with and without a
background in liturgical
worship, both young and
old, love and appreciate
it once they learn and
understand what it delivers,
namely, Jesus Christ and
His forgiveness,” said the
Rev. Timothy J. Mech,
Pastor of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Sheboygan, Wis.
“Be patient with one
another. Recognize that
we all need the Lord’s
forgiveness and peace,
and that He is present
through His Word and
Sacraments to deliver it.”
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that he didn’t have at least one adult catechism class. As the congregation grew by
word of mouth, Pastor Mech found that
people weren’t coming to Bethel simply
to become members; they came asking
specifically for thorough instruction in
the Christian faith.
Pastor Mech is now serving at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Sheboygan, Wis.,
which is a congregation of about 2,000
members with a Christian Dayschool
(Pre-Kindergarten-8th Grade). They average about 700 people in worship per
weekend. Trinity will be celebrating the
150th anniversary of the church and
school on May 26, 2003.
“As a congregation we are growing in
faith and in our numbers,” stated Pastor
Mech. “We have a very talented, dedicated and faithful staff, and our attendance is
on the rise in the Divine Service and in
our Sunday School and Bible classes; we
have seen many new families join our
congregation. We are also expanding our
outreach to others through our school and
through our members’ works of service.
Recently, there was a front-page story in
the Sheboygan Press about our school’s
enrollment growing by 37 students in the
last two years, while all other parochial
and private schools in the area are showing no growth or, in most cases, a decline
in their numbers.
“Being a very large congregation, one
of our challenges is to make our commuFor the Life of the World

nity of faith at Trinity less like a small city
and more like a large family. We have
been working to unite members through
the Divine Service, Bible study, works of
service, and to provide other opportunities
to bring our members together so that we
get to know one another better. We also
work very hard at providing good pastoral
care for all our members, but especially
for those who are sick, shut-in, or hurting
in any way.”
Discussions concerning the way worship is conducted is an issue that they have
faced and that many are facing today. “I
have always believed that worship should
unite us and not divide us,” commented
Pastor Mech. “Some think that it is
important to offer different age groups different styles of worship, but I believe that
this only serves to separate us. The Word
of God is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. It speaks to every age group and
makes us one with God and each other
through the forgiveness of sins it delivers.
The music that is drawn into worship
should be Christological in nature and
should include the best of every age,
including our own. We have much to
learn from those who have gone before
us, so it is important that we not put something that is traditional on the shelf simply
because it is old.”
The way Trinity addressed this issue
was to introduce the Hymnal Supplement.
“We use it along with the services found

in Lutheran Worship. Our rotation for
using each particular service within these
two books is based on the church year.
We also have inserted additional choral,
instrumental, and small group ensembles
into the Divine Service. Finally, we teach
all ages the meaning of the Divine Service
and its history.” All Day School and Sunday School children participate in the
Divine Service by singing in various
choirs, and older children also participate
by acolyting, ushering, etc.
Trinity uses Matins out of Lutheran
Worship for the midweek chapel services,
which are attended by our Day School students along with other members of the
congregation. “It is great to hear even the
very young children sing the Psalms and
various portions of the liturgy as they
learn them by heart. The singing is very
good at all ages! I believe worship is
indeed uniting us once again here at Trinity,” said Pastor Mech.
The mission of Trinity Lutheran
Church extends also to its school. “With
God as our guide, Christian training and
educating at Trinity Lutheran School has
taken place for almost 150 years,” says
school Principal, Rick Schneider. “We
recognize that we are servants of the Lord
and look to Him for guidance and direction each and every day. We know that we
are in the hands of God and He is with us
always. We proclaim the name of Jesus
and worship Him every day–this aspect of
education is necessary to train up children
in the way they should go.”
Trinity Lutheran School is a place
where prayer is said in all situations. All
students and faculty attend mid-week
chapel, and religion class is conducted for
all grade levels. Bible instruction

is incorporated in the whole curriculum–there is an overall Christian influence in all that they do at Trinity.
The church is also a main supporter of
Lutheran High School, along with other
LCMS congregations in the Sheboygan
area.
When asked what he would say to a
man who is considering studying for the
Holy Ministry, Pastor Mech said, “I would
strongly encourage him to do so, even as I
do those who have not yet even considered it. We need faithful and caring pastors to preach the Gospel to a hurting
world. I recently visited my previous congregation and heard Dave Juhl, a fourthyear seminary student at CTS, preach. I,
along with others, had encouraged him to
go to the seminary, and it is great to see
him now preaching the Gospel! My childhood pastor, the Rev. William Redeker,
had encouraged me when I was confirmed
to consider going into the ministry. Now
in retirement, he is helping us with shut-in
visitations here at Trinity.”
“Growth in our faith and trust in Jesus
Christ, our Savior, is of utmost importance,” Pastor Mech proclaimed. “Our
Lord creates and sustains that faith, He
brings us and holds us together with Him
and each other by coming into our lives
and staying with us by way of His Word
and Sacrament. Real growth comes in
receiving the Lord and His gifts and having Him as our confidence.”
The Rev. Timothy J. Mech is married
to Darlene (née Grenier), and they have
two children, Joshua (10) and Emily
(7). Darlene is a Clinical Psychologist
at Lakeside Clinic, Sheboygan, Wis.
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Campus

Happenings
Charles Wokoma of Abonnema, Nigeria,
who has been called as Missionary-atLarge to Nigerians, Houston, Texas, Texas
District.

The winter placements will occur in
late January, 2002. The spring CTS Vicarage Placement and Call Services will
take place April 23 and April 24, 2002,
respectively. Both services begin at 7 p.m.
in Kramer Chapel.

Three Men Receive
Vicarage Assignments,
Four Men Recieve Calls at
Fall Placement Service

oncordia Theological Seminary
(CTS), at its regular chapel service
on November 1, 2001, assigned
three men to serve as vicars and placed
four men in their first calls into the Holy
Ministry in The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.
The vicars will serve in a congregation
under the supervision of an LCMS pastor
for one calendar year, which enables them
to gain practical experience in the functions of a pastor. Although most men
receive their vicarage assignments in the
spring, there is often a handful of men
who complete their required pre-vicarage
classwork at other times of the year.
These men are assigned to congregations
in the fall and the winter quarters.

C

The following men received
vicarage assignments:
Robert H. Bennett of Garden City, Mich.,
was
assigned
to
Our
Savior
Lutheran Church, Benzonia, Mich.,
Michigan District;
22

Carl R. Kaye of Hillsboro, Ore., who is

assigned to St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Greenwich, Conn., SELC District; and

Jeffrey S. Teeple of Fort Wayne, Ind.,

who is assigned to St. Paul, St. Paul, and
St. John Lutheran Churches, Bridger, Belfrey, and Laurel, Mont., Montana District.
There were four men who will complete
all the requirements for graduation from the
seminary at the end of the fall quarter and
who were eligible to receive calls.

The following men received their
first calls into the Holy Ministry:
Kevin T. Meyer of St. Louis, Mo., was
called to Trinity and Our Savior Lutheran
Churches, Sanford, and Denton, Mont.,
Montana District;

Charlie H. E. Ravelonjato of Antananarivo, Madagascar, who was called as Assistant Pastor (Mission Developer) to St.
John’s Lutheran Church, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, (English District);
Cary M. Richert of Auburn Hills, Mich.,
was called as Associate Pastor to Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer, Birmingham,
Mich., Michigan District; and

The Rev.
Chad L. Bird
Joins Seminary
Faculty

oncordia Theological Seminary
(CTS) is pleased
to welcome the Rev.
Chad L. Bird to its
faculty as an Assistant Professor of
Exegetical Theology with emphasis in
Old Testament studies. He began teaching at the beginning of Winter Quarter,
which began on November 26, 2001.
“The Rev. Chad Bird brings
remarkable strengths to our faculty—a
fine scholar, a published hymn-writer,
a pastor known for his excellence and
compassion in serving God’s people,”
commented Rev. Dr. Dean O. Wenthe,
President of CTS. “We welcome him
to the noble calling of preparing
capable, compassionate, and confessional
pastors for The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod.”
Rev. Bird most recently served as
Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Wellston, Okla., which was his first call
into the Holy Ministry in 1997. He has
also taught Biblical Hermeneutics on
two occasions at Lutheran Theological
Seminary, Novosibirsk, Siberia, and is a
departmental editor of Gottesdienst: A

C
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Quarterly Journal of the Evangelical
Lutheran Liturgy in which he writes on
Lutheran hymnody. Rev. Bird has had
several hymns published, some of
which appear in the Hymnal Supplement 98.
His
educational
background
includes a B.A. (1992) from Concordia
Lutheran College, Austin, Texas, and a
Master of Divinity degree (1996) and a
Master of Sacred Theology degree
(1999) from Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind.
“I give thanks to Christ for the Call
to serve Him and His Church as a professor at the seminary,” said Rev. Bird.
“Our Lord has richly blessed CTS with
fidelity to His Word and Sacraments, as
well as a godly zeal to aid the Church in
spreading throughout the world the
Gospel of Christ crucified and risen.
Having been a student here, I am keenly aware of how much the teaching and
liturgical life on our campus molds and
shapes the men who are trained here to
become faithful shepherds of Christ’s
flock. I am grateful and deeply humbled
to be a part of this holy task.”
He has been married to Audra (née
Dickman) for nearly 11 years, and the
Lord has blessed them with two children: Auriana (3) and Luke (1).

Kramer Chapel
Organ CD

antor and Associate Professor at
Concordia Theological Seminary
(CTS), the Rev. Richard C.
Resch, and Professor of Organ at
Notre Dame University, Craig
Cramer, are the two featured organists
on the first organ compact disc
recording ever produced on the Kramer Chapel
Organ of Concordia Theological Seminary. The CD was released in October
and is available for $25.00 from the Alumni Relations Office at CTS. You can send a
check to the Alumni Relations Office, Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne,
IN 46825. You can order using your credit card by calling toll free at 1-877-287-4338,
ext. 2258 or 2212.
The program consists of approximately 70 minutes of works by Johann Sebastian
Bach, Dietrich Buxtehude, Johann Hanff, Johann Krebs, Jean-François Dandrieu,
Helmut Walcha, Hermann Schroeder, Jan Bender, and Egil Hovland. Some of the
performances are based on the following hymns: “A Mighty Fortress,” “Behold A Host,
Arrayed in White,” “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy,” “O Sons and Daughters of the
King,” and “Lord, Let at Last Thine Angels Come.”
The project was produced by the CTS Alumni Association, who paid all costs so that
the proceeds from the CD can help support the recent releathering project of the Kramer
Chapel Organ. Any additional funds raised above the releathering cost will help establish
an endowment fund for the future care of the Kramer Chapel Organ.
The Rev. Tom Zimmerman, Director of Alumni and Church Relations, remarks,
“The Alumni Association is pleased to present this fine recording. It brings two
excellent artists performing some of the great organ works of all time to the church.
We also hope that this project will enable to Alumni Association to finance the
refurbishing of the organ.”

K

Please rush the Cramer & Resch at Kramer Chapel CD!!
_______________________________________________________________
Name

_______________________________________________________________
Address

_______________________________________________________________
City

State

Zip

Quantity Needed _________ @ $25 per CD ■ Check enclosed ■ Charge
■ Visa ■ MasterCard #____________________________________

Exp. Date_____________

Signature _______________________________________________________
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Called to

SERVE

ByGod’s Grace

im Daub, age 22, is a members
at
First
2001 graduate from Har- Lutheran. Those memvard University, Cam- bers, however, consisbridge, Mass., where he earned tently approached Tim
a B.A. in Linguistics and and asked him if he’d ever
gained knowledge of Dutch, considered being a pastor.
German, Chinese, Korean, and In addition, Pastor Inga
some Russian. He began his Dutzmann spoke with Tim regstudies toward a Master of ularly, his approach was very pasDivinity at CTS this summer toral, and he did not tell Tim what to do. “It’s by God’s grace that
with Greek, but his road to the I’m here at the seminary,” Tim stated. “One comment made by an
seminary was not necessarily elderly lady at First Lutheran really stuck with me: ‘The church
straight (as is true with most of our students).
doesn’t need more schools . . . it needs more churches.’ That
Tim grew up in Lansdale, Pa., where he was baptized in an afternoon, after church, I was at home going through the bulletin
LCA congregation and was confirmed later in that same congre- when I noticed that an Admission Counselor from CTS would be
gation, which had since changed to a congregation of the ELCA. visiting our church on Thursday. All week I debated with myself
He moved away to college and quickly became involved in the about whether I would go see him or not. On Thursday there I
ELCA campus ministry at Harvard.
was on the subway, headed for church. My feet kept heading
It was in this new setting that Tim learned things about the toward the church, even though I still wasn’t sure I was going to
ELCA of which he hadn’t been aware, such as the denomina- follow through with meeting the counselor. I did, indeed, meet
tion’s willingness to ordain women and their support of homo- with him.” When Pastor Dutzmann saw him, he said, “Tim, I’m
sexuality and abortion. Tim spent time talking with the campus glad to see you here.”
pastor about these issues, and the response he received was,
Tim subsequently visited CTS in March 2001 at the Prayer“Maybe you might want to change the way you think about these fully Consider Campus Visit. “That visit clinched it for me, and
things.” Tim says he “prayed, read Scripture, and studied, and here I am,” said Tim.
knew that these things were wrong.” As a result, he began attend“What’s more,” Tim continued, “is that everything that I
ing First Lutheran Church, Boston, Mass., which is an LCMS experienced during the visitation weekend—easy accessibility
congregation that welcomed him warmly and where he appreci- to professors, open discussion of theology at lunch, engaging
ated the Law and Gospel sermons. “It was
classes—actually happens here at CTS
great to see a group of believers living out Everything that I experienced every day! It wasn’t just a big show to get
the Christian faith,” Tim commented.
during the visitation weekend— more students.” Tim would encourage any
Even as he entered his undergraduate easy accessibility to professors, man who is considering studying for the
studies, Tim knew that he wanted to attend open discussion of theology at Holy Ministry to come and visit CTS.
seminary, but he did not share this with the
lunch, engaging classes—actually
happens here at CTS every day!
It wasn’t just a big show to get
more students.

T
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1. Close Interaction
with Professors
2. Regular, Relevant
Convocations
3. Active Student
Wive’s Association
4. Chapel Four Times Daily
5. Participating
Local Pastors
6. Diverse Surrounding
Community
7. Lutheran School System
8. Annual Symposia Series
9. Friday Afternoon
Fellowship
10. State-of-the-Art
Technoloy

ForSale

10 Reasons to Come
to Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne:

ousing in Fort
Wayne is very
affordable.
Homes within walking
distance of the seminary sell for anywhere
between $60,000 and
$300,000. Here are
three homes currently
available for sale for
less than $85,000!

H

The CTS Admission Counselors are on the road once again
doing their Spring trips. Check out the list to see if there
will be a counselor in your area soon!
Rev. John M. Dreyer:
January 14-18, 2002—Wisconsin
February 13-22, 2002—Illinois; Concordia University-River Forest
March 4-8, 2002—Indiana
March 12-15, 2002—Concordia University-St. Paul
April 10-12, 2002—Concordia University-River Forest
April 24-26, 2002—Concordia University-Wisconsin
Rev. Michael R. Scudder:
February 10-12, 2002—Washington/Oregon
March 4-8, 2002—Texas
April 15-18, 2002—Nebraska
April 28-May 1, 2002—Concordia University Bronxville, Maryland, Virginia, Connecticut, and Massachusetts
Rev. Scott C. Klemsz:
January 14-17, 2002—Florida
February 4-6, 2002—Southern California
February 19-21, 2002—Arizona
March 4-8, 2002—Nevada
JANUARY 2002
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ANNUAL EVENT COMING TO SEMINARY

2002 SYMPOSIA
9:00 a.m. Welcome
Dr. Dean O. Wenthe, President and Professor of
Exegetical Theology, Concordia Theological
Seminary
9:10 a.m. “Spent Symbol or Abiding Text? The Tabernacle
as Threshold and Context for Authentic Worship”
Dr. Dean O. Wenthe
10:00 a.m. Chapel
10:30 a.m. Coffee Break
11:00 a.m. “Heaven on Earth: Temple, Worship, and Holy
Presence in Luke-Acts” Dr. Arthur A. Just Jr.,
Professor of Exegetical Theology and Dean of the
Chapel, Concordia Theological Seminary
11:45 a.m. Lunch
1:00 p.m. “Access to the Heavenly
Sanctuary in Hebrews”
Dr. Harold W. Attridge,
Lillian Claus Professor of
New Testament, Yale
Divinity School, New Haven,
Conn.
2:00 p.m. “Vertical Typology and
Dr. Harold W. Attridge
Christian Worship”
Dr. Horace D. Hummel,
Professor Emeritus of
Exegetical Theology,
Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis, Mo.
3:00 p.m. Questions and Panel
Discussion
3:30 p.m. Coffee Break
4:00 p.m. Vespers
4:20 p.m. Short Exegetical
Dr. Horace D. Hummel
Paper Sectionals
5:30 p.m. Dinner

Tuesday, January 22, 2002

Concordia Theological Seminary (CTS) in Fort
Wayne, Ind., will again host its annual Symposia,
January 22-25, 2002. Held every year on the Fort
Wayne campus, presentations on Exegetical Theology
and the Lutheran Confessions will highlight the fourday event.
Celebrating its 17th year, the theme for the Exegetical Theology Symposium is “The Heavenly Sanctuary and Worship.” The 25th annual Symposium on the
Lutheran Confessions has chosen “Silver Anniversary
Commemoration of the Symposium on the Lutheran
Confessions as its theme.

26

8:00 a.m. “The Word, Worship, and Wisdom in the
Fourth Gospel”
Dr. Peter J. Scaer, Assistant Professor of
Exegetical Theology, Concordia
Theological Seminary
8:45 a.m. “Isaiah 6 and the Language of Worship”
Dr. Douglas McC. L. Judisch, Professor of
Exegetical Theology, Concordia
Theological Seminary
9:30 a.m. Questions and Discussion
10:00 a.m. Chapel

Wednesday, January 23, 2002

For the Life of the World

10:30 a.m. Coffee Break
11:00 a.m. “Old Testament Paradigms for New Testament
Worship” Dr. Walter A. Maier III, Associate
Professor of Exegetical Theology, Concordia
Theological Seminary
11:40 a.m. Questions and Discussion
11:50 a.m. Lunch
Missouri Today
1:15 p.m. Welcome and Introduction to the
Silver Anniversary
Commemoration of the Symposium on the
Lutheran Confessions
1:30 p.m. “A Quarter Century of Symposia:
Taking Missouri’s Pulse”
The Rev. Lawrence R. Rast Jr.,
Assistant Professor of Historical Theology,
Concordia Theological Seminary
2:45 p.m. “Missouri’s Identity Crisis: Rootless in America”
Dr. David P. Scaer, David P. Scaer Professor of
Systematic and Biblical Theology and Chairman
of the Department of Systematic Theology,
Concordia Theological Seminary
4:00 p.m. “Assessing the Preus
Heritage in the Missouri
Synod” The Rev. Klemet
I. Preus, Pastor of Glory of
Christ Lutheran Church,
Plymouth, Minn.
5:15 p.m. Schola Cantorum,
Kramer Chapel
The Rev. Kantor
Richard C. Resch, Associate Rev. Klemet I. Preus
Professor of Pastoral Ministry and Missions,
Concordia Theological Seminary
6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:30 p.m. Reception: Upper Floor of Wyneken Hall

Confessions Symposium

“Lutheran Theology and Church Tradition:
Are They Compatible?”
8:30 a.m. “The New English Translation of The Book of
Concord (Augsburg/Fortress 2000): Locking the
Barn Door After . . .”
The Rev. Roland F. Ziegler, Assistant
Professor of Systematic Theology, Concordia
Theological Seminary
10:00 a.m. Chapel
10:30 a.m. Coffee Break
11:00 a.m. “Liturgy and Dogmatics: Reliving the Chicken
and the Egg Controversy”
Dr. Kurt E. Marquart, Associate Professor of
Systematic Theology, Concordia
Theological Seminary

Thursday, January 24, 2002

JANUARY 2002

12:15 p.m. Lunch
1:15 p.m. Organ Recital:
Kevin Hildebrand, Kantor,
St. Luke Lutheran Church
and School, Clinton
Township, Mich.
2:00 p.m. “In Search of the Church:
A Pilgrim’s Report”
Father Richard John
Neuhaus,D.D., President,
Religion and Public Life
Fr Richard John Neuhaus
Research and Education
Institute, New York, N.Y.,
and Editor of First Things
3:15 p.m. “Can the ELCA Represent
Lutheranism?: Flirting with
Rome, Geneva, Canterbury,
and Herrnhut”
Dr. Louis A. Smith, Pastor
Emeritus in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America,
Waynesboro, Va.
Dr. Louis A. Smith
3:45 p.m. Panel
5:00 p.m. Symposium Reception:
Memorial Coliseum, 4000 Parnell Ave.
6:15 p.m. Symposium Banquet: Memorial Coliseum
9:00 a.m. “Are Differences on Justification Obstacles to
Ecumenical Alliances?” A Panel
Dr. Kurt E. Marquart, Dr. Louis A. Smith, and
Father Richard John Neuhaus
11:00 a.m. Itinerarium
12:00 p.m. Lunch

Friday, January 25, 2002

Registration for Symposia is $110 per person,
which includes admission to Symposia, and a
ticket to the reception and banquet. Meals are
an additional expense. Housing will not be available on campus. All fees are waived for prospective students who are considering attending CTS.
The deadline for registration is January 10. To
register or for more information, please contact
Marge Wingfield by calling 260-452-2247.
Registration materials and information can
also be found on the seminary’s web site at:
www.ctsfw.edu.
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Inthe Footsteps
of St.Paul Tour
Feb. 24 - March 4, 2002

Greece
$1898

$1798

from Fort Wayne

from Chicago

2002 SPRING RETREATS
March 15-17, 2002
Confirmation Retreat

March 4 - 9, 2002

Turkey Extension
$729
Hosted by Dr. and Mrs.
Arthur A. Just Jr.
• Round trip airfare from Chicago and
Fort Wayne to Athens: Also fare for
Turkey extension, and departure
from Istanbul

Tour Features

• First-class, four-star, superior hotels
with twin beds and private baths
• Breakfast and evening dinner daily

• Comprehensive daily sightseeing by
private, air conditioned motor-coach
• Qualified driver and English
speaking guide

• Entrance fees to historic sights

• All transfers, hotel service charges,
local and porterage

"Out of the entire
trip the moments
I remember most
are the quiet
places on the
side of the road,
the small ancient
church, and a quiet
moment of prayer."
Greece 10-Day
Itinerary includes:
• Athens, Corinth,
Thessalonica, Philippi,
The Parthenon, Mars Hill

Turkey
5-Additional Day
Itinerary includes:
• Ephesus, Patmos,
Rhodes, Santorin

EDUCATIONAL — INSPIRATIONAL

Join us for the experience of a lifetime.

1-877-287-4338 x2224
For a Tour Brochure and Registration Application, please complete
this form and return it to: CTS Tours • Concordia Theological
Seminary • 6600 North Clinton • Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825

Greece/Turkey Tour

Name ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________
City ___________________________________ State: _______

ZIP: _________ Phone:________________________________

Title: Law/Gospel • Rev. Dr. Carl Fickenscher II, Professor at
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN • Cost: $100 per
student & chaperone

We Lutherans talk a lot about the difference between Law and
Gospel. You’ve heard your pastor refer to it in confirmation class.
But what is the difference—and what difference does it make? Who’s
that guy C. F. W. Walther, and what did he say about all this? We’ll
open up our Bibles, consult extensively with other inquiring young
minds, and find out.
Yes, it makes a difference—in everything we do: knowing Christ,
hearing and sharing God’s Word, living every day. In more direct
terms, we’ll learn about what Law and Gospel are and focus on how
confirmation-age kids can better hear them for themselves and share
them with their friends.

April 26-28, 2002
Christ's Healing for the Hurting Christian:
Soul Care

Dr. Beverly K. Yahnke, Ph.D., Clinical Psychologist and Director of
Christian Counseling Services in the Milwaukee area. • Cost: $135

Today’s Christians are not immune from the pain of guilt, depression, and anxiety. This retreat offers candid talk about the facts surrounding each of these special challenges to Christian living. Dr.
Yahnke will examine the collisions between psychology and theology as each endeavors to heal the mind and the soul. Participants will
be equipped to detect the dangers of a secular psychology and prepared to embrace Christ’s gifts for the care of the soul. The retreat
will also be a special opportunity to discuss the practice and the benefit of individual confession and absolution. This weekend is just
what the doctor ordered for anyone who has struggled with personal
or spiritual pain, or for anyone who would like to become more effective in his or her efforts to support a friend or loved one. Someone you
know needs to hear this!

For more information call toll free at:

1-877-287-4338
(ext. 1-2204)
or register on the web at:

www.lifeoftheworld.com
6600 N. Clinton St. ✠ Fort Wayne, IN 46825
260-452-2204 ✠ www.ctsfw.edu

CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Retreats

Music

Christ’s Healing for
the Hurting Christian:
Soul Care
April 26-28, 2002
1-877-287-4338 (ext. 1-2204)

Epiphany Lessons
and Carols
January 13, 2002, 7:00 p.m.
Kramer Chapel

Confirmation Retreat
March 15-17, 2002
1-877-287-4338 (ext. 1-2204)

Events

2002 Symposia Series
January 22-25, 2002
(260) 452-2247

Passion Choral Vespers
March 17, 2002, 7:00 p.m.
Kramer Chapel

Spring Prayerfully
Consider Campus Visit
March 21-23, 2002
(800) 481-2155

Easter Choral Vespers
April 7, 2002, 4:00 p.m.
Kramer Chapel

Vicarage
Placement Service
April 23, 2002, 7:00 p.m.
Candidate Call Service
April 24, 2002, 7:00 p.m.
Graduation
May 17, 2002,
Kramer Chapel,
6:00 p.m.

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE AND FIND . . .

FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD
or your free subscription, please send your
name, address, city, state, and zip code to:
For the Life of the World, 6600 N. Clinton
St., Fort Wayne, IN 46825. Pastors may subscribe
their entire congregation, at no charge, by
submitting a membership list (including members’
name, address, city, state, and zip code). Lists submitted to the Public Relations Office will not be
used for other solicitations.
For those congregations that do not wish to provide a membership list, bulk subscriptions are
available for $5.00 per subscription/per year with a
50 order minimum.
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You can support this magazine through a $20.00
yearly donation to the following address:
For the Life of the World
in care of Public Relations
Concordia Theological Seminary
6600 N. Clinton St.
Fort Wayne, IN 46825.
Please make checks payable to CTS.
If you would like to see For the Life of the
World on the World Wide Web, go to web site:
www.LifeOfTheWorld.com. The current
issue, as well as previous issues, can be found
at this interactive portal.
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Pastoral Ministry &

MISSION
he annual Symposia Series draws people from
all over the world. At the 2001 Symposia
Series, CTS was pleased to welcome Bishop
Kornelius Wiebe from Tashkent, Uzbekistan, of The
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Uzbekistan. “For a
long time I had dreamed of visiting the seminary in
Fort Wayne,” said Bishop Wiebe. “I have enjoyed
the presentations very much, as they touch actual
problems. [The Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Uzbekistan] is loyal to the Lutheran Confessions,
and I am enjoying hearing from orthodox Lutherans here in the United States.”
During the years when Uzbekistan was part of the Soviet Union, 300,000
priests and religious leaders were killed, and Lutheran males were sent to
labor armies. As a result, the women became preachers and brotherhood congregations without traditional liturgy emerged. The challenge now is to build
a solid base of Lutheran orthodoxy and to train up men to be church leaders
and pastors.
Uzbekistan has been an independent state since December 1991, and since
then the number of Muslims has grown from 70% to about 90%. With help
from the Rev. Gennadij Khonin of Kazakhstan, Bishop Wiebe is translating
religious material from Russian to the Uzbeki language so that they can reach
out with God’s Word. Since 1996, Bishop Wiebe and Rev. Khonin, a CTS
graduate, and the CTS Russian Project have been organizing seminars to help
catechize pastors, Bible teachers and other church workers.
“The CTS Russian Project and the magazine Good News (published by
the Concordia Mission Society and translated into Russian) are enabling us to
spread the Word of God,” said Bishop Wiebe.

T
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Christ Academy, like Concordia Theological
Seminary, is about Christ crucified who is
present in the Word and Sacraments to
forgive and dwell in His Church. Students
of Christ Academy will study Exegetical,
Systematic, Historical and Pastoral Theology.

Life Changing Studies

• “I enjoyed studying God’s Word,
learning Greek, the teacher,
getting into the Scripture
in-depth.”

• “I learned a lot of things I
never would have learned
otherwise, and it all made so
much sense, because the
scripture interpreted scripture.”

C

hrist Academy is a two-week
residential academy for high-schoolaged young men of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. It is a
place where they can study about
Christ crucified who is present in
Word and Sacrament and who died
that your sins would be forgiven. The
last two weeks of June each year are
set aside for this unique, intensive
two-week academy.

Worship, the
Center of the
Experience

Christ Academy applies a dynamic
approach to learning that fits you where
you are. Activities are designed to engage
you in the whole of Christian life.

Fun Activities

• “I liked Cedar Point Amusement Park. I
didn’t ride many roller coasters, but it
was all right.”
• “I liked cards and movies
in the commons because
there were so many choices
and you could just hang
out if you wanted to.”

• “I liked the baseball game.
We had a great time with
everyone enjoying
themselves
and
getting baseballs.”

Daily prayer life
envelopes you while at
the Academy. Attendees will join both professors and students of
CTS in daily worship services.

• “I really enjoyed it, especially once
I realized the true significance of
the liturgy.”

• “Great! Services kept me focused
throughout the day.”

A focus that’s uniquely Lutheran, Christ
Academy explores the many facets of
pastoral ministry and its application in the
real world.

Clarity of Direction

For more information about
Christ Academy, please call us at:

1-800-481-2155
or return the form printed below.

You can also find information in the
Events section of the seminary’s web site,
www.ctsfw.edu
or e-mail
ChristAcademy@mail.ctsfw.edu

• “I have been to other camps, but you
won’t find this quality of
character from any other
one. I made a lot of
friends, I had a fantastic
time, and I am going to try
to go next year. Even if
you don’t know if you
want to become a pastor
for sure, this will help you
define what you want to do.”
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Christ Academy - 2002
he ultimate high school men's event will be held
from June 16 - June 29. The curriculum, centered
on four divisions of seminary education, engages
men to think freshly about their faith and the world around them.
This unique opportunity is a once-in-a-lifetime experience for
high school men.

Forwarding Service Requested

The
Ultimate
Event
Christ Academy - Germany
his is a unique opportunity for pre-seminary
students in the Concordia University System and
college-age Christ Academy
graduates This select group will travel
the steps of Luther. Leaving on June
29, 2002, participants will visit Erfurt,
Germany, to spend time in a medieval
monastery as they journey to many
historic sites in the region. From
Erfurt, the group will journey to
Leipzig and then to Wittenburg, where
they will stay at the university and
study Lutheran history. From there,
they will go to Berlin and spend time
seeing a unified city and working with
our sister church in Germany.

T

I’d like more information about Christ Academy 2002 and
Christ Academy Germany. Please send an application form
to the following address:

Name ______________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________

City __________________________________ State: _______

ZIP: ____________ Phone: ____________________________

Year in School _______________________________________

Home Congregation __________________________________

Huntington, IN

For more information about Christ Academy 2002 and Christ Academy
Germany, or to get an application, please call 1-800-481-2155 or return the form
printed above. You can also find information in the Events section of the seminary's
web site, www.ctsfw.edu.
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Return to Office of Admission, Concordia Theological Seminary,
6600 N. Clinton St., Fort Wayne, IN 46825.

