
 



 

 

In Loving Memory  

 

         Erska L. Barnett was the 7th of 14 children born to the union of late Moses and Victoria Barnett on May 7, 

1939, in Magnolia Springs, Texas.  Barnett is preceded in death by his parents and four siblings.   

           Barnett came to Oakland, California, in 1958. In 1965 he met and married Doris, and later three children 

blessed their union Melvin Barnett (Nicole), Linda Barnett-Thompson (John), and Angela Gensler (Ronald).  

            Barnett leaves behind to mourn his surviving wife, three children and nine grandchildren (Antanisha, 

Brittany, John, Daniel, Asia, Victoria, Darius, Daria, and Cierra), four great-grandchildren (Anayia, Isaiah, Jayden, 

and Micah) and also dear to his heart are Homer and Lisa Hogg and family and a host of nieces, cousins, and 

nephews. Barnett also leaves to mourn his surviving four loving sisters and four brothers.   

           Barnett was a hardworking man, and in 1963, he became a Longshoreman.  Barnett was well respected by his 

coworkers, and many of his coworkers later became lifelong friends. Barnett was a dedicated worker, and was later 

promoted to a Walking Boss and retired in 2013.  

           Barnett loved to watch Western Movies, and one of his favorite films was Clint Eastwood’s Hang ‘Em High.  

Barnett loved Baseball, Football, Forty Niners (49ers) and Boxing; playing cards and dominoes also a lover of all 

jazz and blues.  Barnett loved his family and enjoyed playing practical jokes on family and friends. 

         Barnett never judged, didn’t talk too much but stayed true to himself.  He was also a great listener, able to keep 

secrets, and provided great advice.   Barnett was a loving, devoted father and husband that will be truly missed by all 

who knew and loved him.     

  

The Secret of Living 

Make each day a 
Magnificent adventure. 
Accept the challenges 
That come your way. 

Seize each opportunity 
That you find. 

Without concern for 
What others might say. 

 
Experience each day 

with open arms. 
Savoring both 

Victory and strife. 
Welcoming the good 

And bad together. 
For only then 

Will you know the 
Joy of life. 

       Russ Bernie and Company, Inc.   



 

  

Honorary Pallbearers 

        Melvin Barnett      John Thomas Thompson II 

        Daniel Marcellus De Bose Barnett    Darius Wilson  

        John Thomas Thompson Sr.      Ronald Gensler 

                                                                  

Expression of Appreciation  

 

The family of Erska L. Barnett would like to acknowledge, the prayers, messages, flowers and other all acts of 

kindness.  Today, as we celebrate the memory of our beloved husband, father, grandfather, uncle, brother and 

dear friend, we treasure deeply the compassion you have extended to us during our loss.  A special thank you 

to the Wilson & Kratzer Civic Center Chapel and Leon Cooper officiating private grave site service.  

Poem 

A precious one from us has gone 
A voice we loved is stilled 

A place is vacant in our hearts 
Which never can be filled. 

And after a lonely heartache 
And many a silent tear 

But always a beautiful memory 
Of one we love so dear 

 
Author Unknown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


