
"My mother - like my father, whom I rarely saw - had become 

disabled during the time she served in the U. S. Navy, he 

explained, and sent me to live with The Browns, a wonderful 

Christian couple, they took me into their home and raised me 

until I was 5. At that time, I went to live with my maternal 

grandparents, who gave me a good home." 

By age 12, he was washing dishes in a local restaurant and then 

began working with large catering service. By age 16 he had left 

home and was catering thru out the entire Rio Grande Valley, 

with a large catering service. 

James Bass - Making a 
Difference in Funeral Service 

Funeral Director-Embalmer James R. Bass, managing partner 

of Emerald Coast Funeral Home, was called into funeral service 

early in his life. The path to achieving his dream, however, 

contained as many wicked twists of fate as there were important 

mentors, beginning shortly after his birth in McAllen, Texas, a 

city bordering Mexico in the Rio Grande Valley. 

"When I was a few weeks old, my mother put me in a shoebox, 

gave it to a neighbor boy and told him to take it to Mrs. Brown, 

a woman who lived a block or two away," the director began. 

Despite his birth mother's desperation, fate smiled on little 

James that day. 










