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Meet Our Staff

Our staff provides excellent funeral planning services.

We have over 145 years of experience caring for families from all walks of life, cultures and 
faiths. Our staff and our family provide kind, caring, professional service. Each family comes 
to us because they know we are leaders in our profession who are dedicated to excellence in 
service, adhere to the highest funeral industry standards, and have exceptional integrity. We 
consistently earn phenomenally high customer satisfaction survey results.

Our licensed, professional staff is here for you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Please call us at
(504) 605-0354 anytime. We will even come to you to make arrangements in the comfort of 
your home. Prompt, compassionate service is always just a phone call away, where and when 
you need it.

Jean M. 
Newman
Manager

Dom C. 
Grieshaber Jr.

Funeral Director

Kevin 
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Funeral Director

Stefanie A. 
Weigel

Funeral Director

J. Matthew 
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Funeral Director

Harold J. 
Weis

Funeral Director

Thomas J. 
Schoen

Funeral Director

Dee 
Aucoin

Pre-Need 
Counselor

Kevin 
Rickmon

Funeral Director 
Assistant
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For over 145 years, the Schoen family tradition has proven to be a foundation of great 
significance for Jacob Schoen & Son in building an institution of funeral service dedicated 
to the families of our greater New Orleans community.

We have a rich history in and an unwavering commitment to our community. We strive not 
only be there in your time of need but also to be a resource. Our mission since 1874 is to 
provide the highest standard of funeral service to all, regardless of financial circumstance. 

Our compassion and consideration for New Orleans area families has been one our guiding 
principle. Attentive, personal concern and direct Schoen family involvement was hallmark 
then and still is today. The fourth, fifth and sixth generations of Schoens are proud to continue 
their family’s legacy.

Located in Mid-City on Canal Street, the beautiful, architecturally stunning home and 
designated city landmark has been a preferred location to gather for life’s milestone moments 
for generations of New Orleanians. The recent addition by Managing Partner Patrick Schoen of 
an equally stunning 5,000-squarefoot Chapel, in addition to its ample parking, offers families 
the ease and comfort of services on site and simplifies the planning process.

While our business has grown over the years, one special ideal remains constant: a keen 
understanding of and an abiding respect for the needs, wants and likes of New Orleans area 
families and how we can best serve them to make one of life’s most difficult times a little 
easier.

Our History

Because of our unique role in shepherding families through the process of grief, we know that 
we are more than just a business; we are a key part of the local community, and that’s a role we 
take seriously. We are honored to serve our neighbors during seasons of mourning and loss, and 
to provide comfort through uncertain times.

Since this community has been so supportive of us over the years, we believe strongly in 
giving back, remaining visible, and doing our part to promote the community’s wellbeing. 
We encourage our employees to volunteer their time in ways that serve their neighbors, and 
we delight in working closely with local caregivers, veterans, first responders, clergy, hospices, 
and charities. In short, we empower our employees to make a positive difference in the local 
community.

Giving back is part of what we do, and community involvement is intrinsic to our mission.
We are grateful for every opportunity we have to serve our neighbors in this unique 
and special place.

In Our Community



A Loved One Has Passed
What Do you Do When a Death Occurs?

Being present for the peaceful death of a loved one can be a blessing, albeit a difficult one 
to accept. There is nothing that can prepare you for the emotions you will face as you sit 
bedside for a loved one’s final moments, yet your presence there can be healing and 
therapeutic. It can give you new insight into your own capacity for care, rekindle the joy 
in your relationships, and provide closure on old wounds.

There are also some practical considerations to make, however. Whether you’re literally 
sitting bedside during those final moments or you receive a call in the wee hours of the 
morning, it’s important for you to know the next steps to take.

When a Death Occurs
The specific steps will depend on the environment in which your loved one dies. If it’s in a 
hospital or care facility, the staff there will likely help you through the preliminary steps, such 
as getting in touch with the funeral home. They can also help arrange an autopsy, if needed.

It will likely fall to you to contact friends and loved ones. The easiest way to do this is to make 
a few calls and ask each relative to call a couple more people—ensuring that you don’t have 
the burden of contacting every single person with this unwelcome news. Ideally, you’ll have a 
friend with you to offer support as you make these tough calls.

If you don’t have someone to call the funeral home for you—including if the death takes 
place at home—you’ll want to make that a top priority. A licensed funeral home director will 
be able to assist you with the logistics of transporting the body, acquiring a death certificate, 
selecting a casket or urn, preparing an obituary, planning the memorial service, and more.

A final call you’ll need to make, if your loved one was working, is to his or her employer. 
Simply let the employer know about the death, and at a later date you can call back to ensure 
that all owed income and benefits are paid out.

With any additional questions you have, don’t hesitate to ask your licensed funeral director, 
who can be an invaluable guide during this process.
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What to Expect When You Meet With Us
When you meet with a member of our staff to discuss your arrangements, we’ll first provide 
you with a general price list to give you a basic idea of what our services cost. We’ll then walk 
you through the entire arrangement process and ask you about your loved one to gain an 
understanding of the person the services will honor. Use this time to communicate your 
ideas and preferences, share your loved one’s life story, revisit memories, and highlight their 
accomplishments. Our professionals will use this information to guide you in the creation of a 
personalized, meaningful celebration of your loved one’s unique journey.

To help express your loved one’s personality and life story, feel free to bring any memorabilia, 
like photos, videos, music, crafts, or treasured items - that might give us a better understanding 
of how you envision paying tribute to your loved one. Even if you’re not sure how a particular 
aspect of their life might be incorporated, don’t hesitate to ask. We can make unique 
suggestions to add that element as a special touch to their service.

This process may include:
• Preparing and filing the official death certificate
• Scheduling the services and events (including the location, date, and time)
• Selecting a casket, urn, or other products you may need
• Drafting an obituary
• Arranging necessary transportation
• Selecting pallbearers
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What to Do First Checklist
Please use this section to help navigate through the many things ahead to consider and the 

decisions to make.

People to notify:

The funeral home, to arrange

for the transfer of the deceased (usually this 

can be done within 1-2 hours although it 

may take longer to obtain a release form 

from the hospital) and set an appointment

with you to make further arrangements.

Relatives, executor/executrix and friends. 

Employers, the employer of the deceased 

and or Insurance agents (life, health and  

accident). 

Religious, fraternal, civic and veterans 

organizations and unions, if applicable.

Lawyer and accountant.

Secure the vital statistics of deceased:

Full length name – other names must be 

identified by “also known as” (AKA).

Home address and telephone number.

Name of business or employer’s name

address and telephone number.

 Industry and occupation.

 Military service serial number.

 Date and place of birth.

 Citizenship.

 Father’s name and birthplace.

 Mother’s name, maiden name 

 and birthplace.

 Locate the will. 

Things to pay for:

Ambulance services, if any.

Funeral arrangements, including

clergy, florist and transportation.

Cemetery and memorialization services.

Current and urgent bills (i.e mortgage, rent, 

taxes, telephones, etc).

Meet with the funeral home and decide
within a few hours:

 Clothing that the deceased will be

 buried in or cremated in. 

Whether your loved one is to be buried, 

cremated or entombed.

 The funeral director will ask if

you have made any arrangements with a 

cemetery or crematorium. If you have

not done this, you will need to visit the 

cemetery.

Service details – would you like

a visitation period, formal service, 

a reception?.

Whether a member of the clergy will be 

engaged for the service.

Pallbearers, music, pictures, flowers, 

scripture or other readings.

Casket selection.

If you would like a charity to receive 

donations in lieu of flowers.
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Your Grief Is Unique

No one will grieve in exactly the same way. Your experience will be influenced by a variety of 
factors: the relationship you had with the person who died, the circumstances of the death, 
your emotional support system and your cultural and religious background As a result of these 
factors, you will grieve in your own special way. Don’t try to compare your experience with that 
of other people or to adopt assumptions about just how long your grief should last. Consider 
taking a “one-day-at-a-time” approach that allows you to grieve at your own pace.

Talk About Your Grief

Express your grief openly. By sharing your grief outside yourself, healing occurs. Ignoring your 
grief won’t make it go away: talking about it often makes you feel better. Allow yourself to speak 
from your heart, not just your head. Doing so doesn’t mean you are losing control or going 
“crazy”. It is a normal part of your grief journey. Find caring friends and relatives who will listen 
without judging. Seek out those persons who will “Walk with, not in front of” or “behind” you in 
your journey through grief. Avoid people who are critical or who try to steal your grief from you. 
They may tell you, “keep your chin up” or “carry on” or “be happy”. While these comments may be 
well intended, you do not have to accept them. You have the right to express your grief: no one 
has the right to take it away.

What Is Grief
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Memorialization Options
A Dedicated Place for Healing

In our modern society, people aren’t given enough time to grieve their losses. The pressures 
of work and financial concerns both can bring the bereaved back into the workplace far too 
soon.

Having a permanent place - in a cemetery, mausoleum, or cremation garden - that can be 
visited regularly by family and friends is an essential part of the time following a death. Such a 
location is a focal point of memorialization. It provides a consistent place to go to remember 
your loved one, and to commemorate important occasions. It can help to make a birthday or 
anniversary less painful.

A permanent place to reflect on your loved one becomes a way of connecting to a family’s 
past. Visiting the resting place of grandparents or great-grandparents can anchor children to 
their personal history.
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Burial / Cremation Services
The desire to commemorate the lives of lost loved ones is universal—but the ways for doing 
so can be varied. Some families prefer to have memorial services that are solemn and 
respectful, while others prefer celebration-of-life services that are more cathartic in their 
nature. It is important to us that our clients receive support in whatever ways they need, 
for whatever kinds of end-of-life services they wish to create. We offer a number of different 
burial and cremation services that can be tailored to meet the preferences of each family.

Burial Services
Burying a loved one is always an emotional experience. The nature of the service itself can be 
modified in accordance with the deceased’s wishes, or with the general preferences of the 
family. We do not take a one-size-fits-all approach to our burial services, but rather we create 
the kind of mood that families request—while ensuring that, regardless of the particulars, 
each burial service is intimate, affirming, and beautiful.

Some specific burial options include:

• Graveside funeral services, which can include involvement from a religious leader, masonic 
rites, military ritual, or readings from family members.

• Committal services, in which loved ones gather to commit a loved one to the Earth—a 
symbolic gesture of healing.

• Immediate burials, for families who have a sudden and unexpected need to bury a loved 
one.

Cremation Services
Cremation services, like burial services, look different from one family to the next, but always 
provide a meaningful way to honor a deceased loved one. We work with families to ensure 
cremation services that are in line with their beliefs, values, and wishes. We also provide family 
members with different options for preserving and honoring the cremated remains of their 
loved one—including urns, Columbariums, cremation grave markers, and more. Options 
are also available to place cremated remains alongside cherished mementos—such as 
photographs—or even within cremation benches or rocks.

Whatever kind of service you choose, we want to ensure that it fulfills all the wishes of your 
family and your deceased loved one. Please contact us to discuss these options further.
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Honor a Veteran

Those who serve in the Military do a great honor to our country—and as such, they deserve 
to be honored themselves. One way to honor our veterans is to pay proper respects to them 
as they pass away, something that may look different from one family to the next. We are 
available to work with military families to develop memorial services that truly celebrate 
the life and service of deceased veterans—whether that means a full military service or an 
intimate family gathering.

The benefits of veteran services

• Military services are not just significant ways to honor our nation’s heroes—there are other 
benefits, as well:

• A flag is provided, at no cost, to drape over the casket or to place alongside the urn. 
• Headstone markers or medallions can be obtained from the Department of Veterans Affairs 

at no cost. 
• Families may receive the Presidential Memorial Certificate, signed by the current Com-

mander in Chief. 
• Military services can be held in either private or military funerals.

Funeral honors ceremony

One common way to honor deceased veterans is with the Funeral Honors Ceremony, in which 
the flag is folded and presented to surviving family members while Taps is played. At least 
two Funeral Honors detail members—that is, Armed Forces members—are present for this. 
Different levels of Funeral Honors exist depending on the rank of the veteran. Our staff is 
available to help arrange these details on your loved one’s behalf.
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Veteran Services
Memorial service

Those who honor our country through the 
selfless sacrifice of military service deserve, 
themselves, to be honored. At Jacob Schoen 
& Son, we believe in paying proper respects 
to military service members and veterans 
both as they live and as they pass on from this 
world. Whether the desire is for a full military 
service or simply a small family funeral, we are 
committed to offering burial and memorial 
services that honor, respect, and provide true 
meaning to those gathered in mourning.

The benefits of military and 
veteran services

There are a number of benefits that come 
from planning a military service—and the 
foremost one is simply being able to honor, in 
some small fashion, those who have given so 
much for our nation. A military burial service 
is not just an important way to pay respects 
to our service veterans, but also their families.

Other benefits include:

A United States flag is provided at no cost to 
drape over the casket or to accompany the 
urn; it is provided to the next-of-kin following 
the service.

• Headstones, markers, or medallions can be 

obtained at no cost from the Department 

of Veterans Affairs. 

• Families may receive the Presidential  

Memorial Certificate, which is signed by 

the current president.

• Military funerals can take place in private 

cemeteries or in veteran cemeteries.

• Eligibility for Military Funerals.

The funeral honors ceremony

The basic Military Funeral Honors (MFH) 
ceremony consists of the folding and 
presentation of the United States flag to the 
veteran’s family and the playing of Taps. The 
ceremony is performed by a funeral honors 
detail consisting of at least two members of 
the Armed Forces.

The Funeral Honors rendered to you or your 
veteran will be determined by the status of 
the veteran.  The type of Funeral Honors may 
be Full Military Honors, 7 Person Detail or a 
Standard Honors Team Detail.
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A death notice can be posted in the Obituary 
section of our website. You may also choose  
to have it printed in a newspaper. When 
you have the arrangement conference, your 
funeral  director would be glad to assist you 
in composing the death notice and will make 
arrangements with the newspaper for you.

 The following information is 
customarily included in a death notice:

• Full name of the deceased 
  (nickname can be included).
• City or town of residence.
• Some indication of the nature of the  
  death such as, “suddenly” or “after 
  long illness”.
• Locations and time for the visitation
  and funeral service.
• List of immediate family members of the          
  deceased specifying if they are alive or    
  dead, through the terms “deceased was  
  pre-deceased by his sister….  “or“ is 
  survived by his wife”.
• Any memorable way of honoring the 
  deceased, as by mentioning personal    
  achievements, hobbies and interests, 
  military service. 

Acknowledging kindness

In the month after a funeral, it is customary to send thank you notes to friends and family 
who have served as pallbearers, made memorial donations, or sent flowers, mass cards, 
food or other condolence gifts. You can order acknowledgment cards through your funeral 
director. Short personal notes can be written on the acknowledgment cards. People tell us 
they sometimes find it hard to come up with the appropriate words for these thank you notes. 
Just a few lines are all that is needed to show that you and the family appreciate the kindness 
that has been shown you.

Tips for Writing an Obituary
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Payment Options
Losing someone you love is always an emotionally wrenching experience—and thinking 
about the financial ramifications can be similarly difficult. What matters the most is honoring 
the wishes of your loved one while also providing a meaningful way for you and your family 
members to grieve. To help make this possible, we accept a wide range of payment options.

Some of the payment methods we accept include:

1. Cash, Check, Money Order, or Cashier’s Check 
2. Credit Card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and American Express) 
3. Insurance Policy with the beneficiary’s consent. The policy can be used as payment for the    
    funeral expenses. Insurance assignment is acceptable if the following criteria is met: 

• The policy is verified by us, and all documentation is signed preceding the funeral.
• The policy is assignable and payable directly to the funeral home.
• The policy must be non-contestable (if in the contestable period the policy will not be  

accepted as a form of payment).
• Pre-Arranged and Pre-Paid Funerals.

4. In some cases, the deceased’s estate must pay for funeral expenses, and in these instances 
we request that a family member take the financial obligation for funeral expenses and then 
file for reimbursement with the estate.

As a final note, it is our policy to provide funeral services to all those within our community, 
and we do not wish for anyone to be limited by finances; if financial hardship is an issue, we 
ask that you contact us to speak more about the options that we can provide.
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After the Funeral 
What happens next?

The days following the death of a loved one 
will be an emotional roller coaster. Much 
attention is given to planning the funeral or 
memorial service and receiving many calls, 
visits, and other acts of kindness offered by 
friends and family. However, after the funeral 
it’s often “back to business”, which includes 
attending to the business, financial and legal 
matters following the death of your loved one.

When family members and friends have 
returned to their homes out of town and gone 
back to their everyday lives, it’s easy to feel 
alone and overwhelmed if you are the person 
in charge of closing the affairs of your loved 
one.

We hope that this information will be of 
assistance to you in helping you get started 
with this important business.

Important papers

Make every effort to locate all the loved one’s 
(the deceased person’s) important financial 
and business related documents. These may 
be located somewhere in the loved one’s 
home, such as in an office, a desk, a safe, a 
fireproof box, or file cabinet. The loved one 
may also have stored these items in a safe 
deposit box at the bank, so be sure to find 
out as early as possible

if the loved one had a safe deposit box and if 
so, whether you can gain access to it. Locating 
the key to the box is helpful also. If the loved 
one had a Last Will and Testament, you will 
need to locate the original and give it to 
the person named as Executor/Personal 
Representative. 

That person will be responsible for delivering 
the original Last Will and Testament to the 
Clerk of Court in the County where the loved 
one lived and for completing any estate 
administration which may be necessary to 
transfer the loved one’s assets to the loved 
one’s beneficiaries. If the loved one had life 
insurance policies, the person named as 
beneficiary or the personal representative 
will need to contact the insurance company 
to make a claim for payment of the death
benefits.

The beneficiary will need the original life 
insurance policy so that he or she may provide 
this to the insurance company when making 
their claim, along with a certified death 
certificate, and any other documents required 
by the insurance company. Other items that 
you will need to locate and gather include:

• Bank statements/Records
• Statements for retirement and
  brokerage accounts
• Title to automobiles, trailers, boats and
  other motor vehicles
• Tax returns and tax-related documents
• Birth and marriage certificates
• Military discharge documents.

Page 17 



Page 18 

Being Remembered 
& Celebrated



Planning Meaningful Services
At Jacob Schoen & Son, we understand that you want the memorial service of your loved one 
to be a comforting, intimate, and memorable experience; we also understand that you want 
the same thing for your own service. This is what makes pre-planning such a positive step. 

By pre-planning your life celebration, you can ensure that the service is exactly as you would 
like it to be, and that your friends and family members are able to honor your life without 
having to worry with last-minute planning or orchestrating details you left unspecified.

Benefits of Pre-Planning
Certainly, there are many benefits that come with pre-planning: 

• Experience the peace of mind that comes from knowing your loved ones will not be  
burdened with funeral decisions during their time of mourning and remembrance. 

• Ensure that you are able to make all of your funeral and life celebration choices deeply  
personal, authentic to your own standards, lifestyle, and beliefs.

• Financially prepare for your service, getting an accurate estimate on the total cost and 
beginning the process of setting aside some funds. This is another important way to ease 
responsibilities for your family and friends.

How the Process Works
The pre-planning experience is by no means a morbid one: On the contrary, it is a positive 
and even comforting step you can take to make sure that all arrangements are made for your 
service, that those who survive you will be able to celebrate your life knowing full well that 
the service is exactly as you wished it would be. Pre-planning is an act of service, as well: It 
minimizes the chance that any planning difficulties, obstacles, or uncertainties will arrive to 
distract your family members during their season of bereavement and reflection.

Burial Services & Insurance
Our compassionate and experienced staff members are prepared to offer helpful, 
empathetic assistance as you seek to plan your service. This is not a complicated or 
high-pressure undertaking—just a time of reflection, in which you can make sure that all 
of your wishes are recorded, your plans mapped out. Our staff will guide you through the 
process; you will have the opportunity to complete a meaningful funeral document, which 
you can then safely store with all of your other important documents.
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Estate Planning and Probate
What is estate planning?

Estate planning is a process. It involves people — your family, other individuals and, in many 
cases, charitable organizations of your choice. It also involves your assets (your property) and 
the various forms of ownership and title that those assets may take. And it addresses your future 
needs in case you ever become unable to care for yourself. Through estate planning, you can 
determine:

• How and by whom your assets will be managed for your benefit during your life if you ever become
  unable to manage them yourself.
• When and under what circumstances it makes sense to distribute your assets during your lifetime.
• How and to whom your assets will be distributed after your death.
• How and by whom your personal care will be managed and how health care decisions will be 
   made during your lifetime if you become unable to care for yourself. Many people mistakenly think 
   that estate planning only involves the writing of a will.

Estate planning, however, can also involve financial, tax, medical and business planning. A will is
part of the planning process, but you will need other documents as well to fully address your
estate planning needs.

What is involved in estate planning?

There are many issues to consider in creating an estate plan.

First, ask yourself the following questions:

• What are my assets and what is their approximate value?
• Whom do I want to receive those assets — and when?
• Who should manage those assets if I cannot — either during my lifetime or after my death?
• Who should be responsible for taking care of my minor children if I become unable to care for 
  them myself?
• Who should make decisions on my behalf concerning my care and welfare if I become unable to
  care for myself?
• What do I want done with my remains after I die and where would I want them buried, scattered
  or otherwise laid to rest?

Once you have some answers to these questions, you are ready to seek the advice and services
of a qualified lawyer. A lawyer can help you create an estate plan, and advise you on such issues
as taxes, title to assets and the management of your estate.
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Estate Planning And Probate
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Who needs estate planning?

You do — whether your estate is large or small. Either way, you should designate someone 
to manage your assets and make health care and personal care decisions for you if you ever 
become unable to do so for yourself. For many, such “life planning” is the most important aspect 
of an estate plan.

What is included in my estate?

All of your assets. This could include assets held in your name alone or jointly with others, assets 
such as bank accounts, real estate, stocks and bonds, and furniture, cars and jewelry. Your assets 
may also include life insurance proceeds, retirement accounts and payments that are due to 
you (such as a tax refund, outstanding loan or inheritance).

What is probate?

Probate is a court-supervised process for transferring a deceased person’s assets to the 
beneficiaries listed in his or her will. Typically, the executor named in your will would start the 
process after your death by filing a petition in court and seeking appointment. Your executor 
would then take charge of your assets, pay your debts and, after receiving court approval, 
distribute the rest of your estate to your beneficiaries. If you were to die intestate (that is, 
without a will), a relative or other interested person could start the process. In such an instance, 
the court would appoint an administrator to handle your estate. Personal representative is 
another term used to describe the administrator or executor appointed to handle an estate.

The probate process has advantages and dis-advantages. The probate court is accustomed to
resolving disputes about the distribution of assets fairly quickly through a process with defined 
rules. In addition, the probate court reviews the personal representative’s handling of each 
estate, which can help protect the beneficiaries’ interests. One disadvantage, however, is that 
probates are public. Your estate plan and the value of your assets will become a public record. 
Also, because lawyer’s fees and executor’s commissions are based on a statutory fee schedule, 
a probate may cost more than the management and distribution of a comparable estate under 
a living trust. Time can be a factor as well. A probate proceeding generally takes longer than 
the administration of a living trust. Discuss such advantages and disadvantages with an estate 
planning lawyer before making any decisions.



Why Plan Ahead?
Planning a funeral for yourself or for a loved one requires organization in the midst of grief 
and sadness. Consult these guidelines on the most important elements of funeral planning 
that you and your loved ones should know.

Prearranging provides you or your loved one with the opportunity to become informed about 
the plethora of options regarding the funeral or cremation service. No two services are alike, 
and individuals can choose to showcase videos, photographs, music, special readings or any 
other involved elements with family and friends.

Prearranging ensures that you document your wishes. A living will may cover medical 
treatment, but there are still funeral costs. You can remove some of the burden for someone 
making decisions who may not be aware of your wishes.

Paying ahead of time eases future financial burden. It may benefit your surviving loved ones 
to prepay for your funeral or cremation services, as the costs of the products and services you 
choose may never be lower. Prearranging makes financial sense. We have many choices for 
payment plans.

Begin the process by writing down your personal information or your loved one’s information.

Write down important information to keep on hand as you plan the service, like social security 
number, ethnicity, religion, residence, birth information and so on. Having this information is 
helpful throughout the funeral planning process.

Selecting individuals to be a part of the funeral service in advance takes away some of the 
emotional burden. You are able to select readers, performers and other individuals to be a 
part of the service in advance.
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This booklet includes vital statistics, funeral service guidelines and cemetery requests, which 
are all important to the funeral director while assisting you to plan the details of my service. 

The booklet also includes more personal material for eulogies, obituaries and other 
remembrances. Please accept these arrangements in the spirit in which they are given; with 
love, hoping to give you comfort and help you to remember the times we shared.

To My Loved Ones

Important Notes:

Signature                  Date

 Witness                   Date
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Vital Statistics About Me
Name:  

Address:  

City:

State: 

Zip Code: 

Social Security Number: 

Date of Birth:                        Gender:  

Place of Birth:  

Occupation: 

Employer:   

Business/Industry: 

Military Service:       ID:

Marital Status:   

Maiden Name:   

Name of Spouse:  

Father’s Name:   

His Place of Birth:   

Mother’s Name:   

Her Place of Birth: 
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My Preference for the Service
Clergy or Officiant:                         

Funeral Home:

Name: 

Contact Information:  

Personal Items:

Eyeglasses:

Jewelry:

Remove

Remove

Purchase at the time

Leave On

Leave On

Selected

Pallbearers (Six are required):

Musical Tributes:

Soloist: 

Organist/Pianist: 

Congregational Hymns: 

Favorite Genre or Artist: 

Community Organizations or Clubs that may participate: 

Important Notes:

1 2
3 4
5 6



Leave On

Leave On

Selected
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My Preference for the Service

Reception location:  Reception Room    Place of Worship  Other

        Reception to Follow Service    Reception to Follow Cemetery  

Important Notes:

The following are my wishes regarding  my final resting place. 

Name of Cemetery: 

Address: 

City:  

State:  

Property, crypt or niche owned? If yes, specify location written on cemetery 
purchase agreement:

Final resting place: 

 Earth Burial Mausoleum Interment following Cremation     Other

Marker or Monument: 

Purchased:       Yes     No 

Monument Company Name:

If no, inscription instructions:
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Place of Death: 

Date of Death:

Spouse, Widow or Widower of:

Married for Number of Years:

Children, their spouses and their places of residence: 

Grandchildren, their spouses and their places of residence: 

Siblings, their spouses and their places of residence: 

Education: 

Clubs and Lodges: 

Military Service: 

Special Interests, hobbies and pets, etc: 

Memorial Donations: 

Information for Newspapers
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I would like the following religious beliefs expressed: 

Favorite poem, verse or scripture: 

Some significant accomplishments in my life: 

One of my fondest memories: 

One of the greatest inspirations in my life: 

If I could live my life over again, I would change: 

Favorite Place: 

Favorite color, flower, food, etc:

“I want my family to remember me for”: 

A message to my family and friends: 

A Personal Life Review for 
the Funeral and Eulogy
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Working with a realtor to 
navigate the complicated process.  

�L o y a l �C o m p a s s i o n a t e  �P r o m p t

Experienced agent.

Cecelia S Buras REALTOR ® 
ABR, GRIM, SRES, SRS,

Licensed in Louisiana 

4018 Magazine Street, New Orleans, LA

504-799-1702. Office 
504-583-2902 Direct
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Successions * Probate * Wills * Powers of Attorney * Trusts

Vincent B. “Chip” LoCoco Attorney at Law

www.neworleansestatelaw.com

MANY & LoCOCO
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

4833 Conti Street, Suite 109, 
New Orleans, LA 70119

504-483-2332
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Estate Planning Wills And Trusts

Successions/Probate
Wills And Trusts

Special Needs Trusts
Elder Law/Medicaid Planning

Business Succession Planning
Elder Abuse And Financial Exploitation

Guardianship
Estate Planning For Young Parents

South Shore | 3000 18th Street, Metairie, LA 70002
North Shore | 7020 Highway 190, Suite A, Covington, LA 70433

www.nslawla.com

Northshore: 985-624-9697
Southshore: 504-837-1304

As heard every Sunday morning on All Things Legal WWL 
870 AM/105.3 FM from 8:00am – 10:00 am

jdsunseri@nslawla.com

Autumn Leaves Media specialize in the production of high-quality brochures for
Real Estate Agents, Golf Clubs, Hotels and Funeral Homes.

+1 916 244 4831
www.autumnleavesmedia.com



The financial decisions that  
result from the loss of a loved one 

can be overwhelming.
Let Stifel guide you through the process and explain your options so that 

you can make educated choices based on your unique situation.

We can also help you plan for the future to help you build, preserve, and transfer your wealth 
to loved ones in the most efficient manner possible.

(504) 636-4949
639 Loyola Avenue, Suite 200 | New Orleans, Louisiana 70113

Geary Mason 
Senior Vice President/Investments

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com



Moving Forward After the Death of a Spouse
A Financial To-Do List for the Surviving Spouse

Losing a spouse can be devastating.  While coping with the emotional impact of his or her loss, a surviving spouse must 
somehow find the strength to move forward.  Unfortunately, the grieving process can be disrupted by the financial demands 
placed on a surviving spouse.  This is particularly true for those individuals who were not actively involved in managing the 
couple’s financial affairs.    

If you ever face these challenges, know that you are not alone.  Your Stifel Financial Advisor can help you plan for your financial 
demands in an efficient manner so that you can focus more energy on your emotional well-being.  To get you started, we have 
compiled a list of obligations commonly faced by a surviving spouse. 

Tie Up Loose Ends
•  Write down all of your current bills and have a plan in place to ensure they are paid on time.  Consider which bills can be 

canceled, such as your spouse’s cell phone, gym membership, or health coverage.
•  Contact your spouse’s employer or previous employers to determine if there are any benefits to which you are entitled.  

These benefits may include life insurance policies and pensions.
•  Cancel your deceased spouse’s credit cards.  Contact any creditors and close accounts that were owned solely by 
    your spouse.
•  Stop your deceased spouse’s Social Security benefits and apply for widow(er) benefits, if applicable.
•  Contact any financial institutions with whom your spouse did business to notify them that he or she has passed away.
•  Review the titling on all assets, including your home and automobiles, to determine whether any changes are necessary. 

Gather Important Documents
Gather all essential records and documentation, including Social Security numbers, birth/marriage/death certificates, estate 
planning documents, insurance policies, and statements for any financial and investment accounts.  Be aware that most financial 
institutions will require you to provide a death certificate in order to make any necessary changes to an account.  Upon gathering 
all essential records, store them in a secure location so that they remain safe but easy to access. 

Consult With an Attorney and Tax Professional
Meet with a trusted attorney to review your spouse’s estate planning documents.  An attorney will be able to help you efficiently 
administer your spouse’s estate.  You should also review your own personal estate plan with your attorney to remove your 
deceased spouse from all estate planning documents.  In addition, you should meet with a trusted tax professional.  Income tax 
returns will still need to be filed for the year of death, and estate tax returns may be required.  

Consult With Your Stifel Financial Advisor
Your Stifel Financial Advisor can help you create a new plan based on your current situation.  This will help you determine a new 
budget while considering any spending goals you have moving forward.  While creating this plan, your Stifel Financial Advisor 
can help you determine the most effective strategy for receiving benefits from your spouse’s qualified plans.  Your Stifel Financial 
Advisor can also help you review all beneficiary designations on your own qualified plans, life insurance policies, and annuities.

Take Your Time With Big Financial Decisions
Take some time before making any major financial decisions, such as selling your home or investing lump-sum payouts from 
pensions or life insurance.  Some experts recommend a widow or widower wait at least 6 to12 months before making any major 
life decisions.  As you navigate the grieving process, you do not need to put any more stress on yourself.  Take things one day at 
a time and rely on your Stifel Financial Advisor if you have any questions or concerns.

Article provided by Geary Mason, Senior Vice President/Investments with Stifel, who can be contacted at Stifel’s New Orleans office at (504) 636-4949. 
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