
 

CST271-80 Digital Culture 
Spring  2019 

 
 

 

Class Info  CST271-80  Digital Culture ~  4 units   

Instructor  Karen Wisdom 

Email  kwisdom@csumb.edu 

Office Location   Gambord rm208 

Office Hours  Thursday & Friday 12:30-1:30 

Class Meetings  Friday,  10:00 – 11:50 pm;  Gambord rm224 

 
 

Course Description 
Focuses on the philosophical roots (as evidenced in literature) of contemporary digital 
culture. From Armageddon to the Matrix; from Frankenstein to Lawnmower man; from the 
library at Alexandria to the archives of the Internet; the world of the digital intelligentsia owes 
its vision and mythology to the resonant themes found in literature and philosophy. Explores 
the essence of humanity that defines the natural world and strives to remake it in a more 
perfect fashion. 
 

Course Overview 
CST271 Digital Culture focuses on the philosophical, artistic and literary core of 
contemporary digital culture. The course places more emphasis on the creative, aesthetic 
and expressive aspects of cultural analysis and less on the social science aspects. This course 
satisfies the Humanities GE. 
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Course Outcomes  
(This course meets the Humanities GE (C2) 

 
In this course students will demonstrate an understanding of how digital technology 
influences the cultural landscape of our society, primarily in the arts and letters. They will 
integrate that understanding into a series of production pieces that reflect their perception of 
their art and expression within their personal, digital experience.  

[1]  Students analyze, interpret, and appreciate emerging, contemporary, and/or enduring 
works of the human imagination. 

● Students will analyze a variety of literary and creative works in terms of how those 
works broke boundaries and help set precedent for the viability for new creative 
forms that exist in contemporary creative expression.  

[2]  Students reflect on significant questions about the human condition that emerge from 
multicultural and/or multilingual perspectives. 

● Students will explore and compare the different societal frameworks for different 
definitions of a utopian society 

● Students will explore how digital technology is atomizing the creative process, 
facilitating a broad, multicultural range of legitimate creative expression. 

[3]  Students examine cultural works within their global and/or local social contexts, 
understanding the way in which questions of power impact a society’s cultural 
expressions. 

● Students will explore how the dystopian novel Brave New World uses a white, 
European framework for defining cultures and power structures, both native and 
alien 

● Students will explore how video game designers are expanding the potential of this 
media form to articulate critiques of contemporary society and its values.  

[4]  Students communicate emotional and personal responses to cultural works. 
● Students create a series of multimedia and written reflections on the influence of 

creative digital technology, multiculturalism and philosophy in their lives. 

[5]  Students integrate and apply the insights and approaches gained from multiple 
disciplinary perspectives to the study of human experiences. 

● Students create a multimedia presentation that integrates the outcomes (drawn 
from the major assignments listed above) into a unified exploration of their cultural 
lives as digital beings. 
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Evidence 
To meet the above objectives, students will successfully deliver the following: 

● A series of short form videos based on the above outcomes that are presented online, 
including sound and effects. 

● A number of short answer and objective tests. 
● Various forum posts that are based on the topics above. 
● Personal analytical piece that incorporates digital media, scholarly research and 

appropriate writing to in the format of a multimedia portfolio piece. 
 

Grade Breakdown 
 

Major Assignment Overview    Grading 

Brave New World Project  200    900-1000  A 

Midterm Paper  100    800-899  B 

Final Project  200    700-799  C 

In-class & Group Activities  200    600-799*  D* 

Participation & Attendance  300    599 >  F 

Total Points:  1000    *A “D” grade will not 
meet the GE C2 Req. 

 
 

Criteria & Standards 
Outstanding (A): 

● Writing: Very few, if any lapses of grammar, syntax or logic, all conclusions based on 
research, written according to APA style, incorporating an informed personal 
viewpoint stated succinctly and in a very readable fashion. 

● Content: visual and literal content is clear, coherent and incorporates multiple levels 
of meaning 

● Presentation: project piece, whether printed or on-screen is readable, discernable and 
professionally presented, free from debris, unintended artifacts and construction 
residue 

● Concept: visual and literal content displays awareness of audience and evidences 
appropriate level of sophistication, scholarly discernment and social/personal 
awareness and sensitivity 
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● Originality/Creativity: nature of solutions and the type of projects created incorporate 
unique and expressive qualities 

Good (B): 
● Writing: Lapses of grammar, syntax or logic may be evident but don’t significantly 

distort the meaning. Conclusions all sound but some may not be readily based on 
research, consistently written according to APA style, incorporating an informed 
personal viewpoint stated succinctly and in a mostly readable fashion. 

● Content: visual and literal content is relevant, coherent and provides insight into the 
material it supports 

● Presentation: project piece, whether printed or on-screen is understandable with 
some occasional unintended artifacts and construction residue 

● Concept: visual and literal content displays awareness and understanding of core 
content and it’s meaning to others and some social/personal awareness and 
sensitivity to an unfamiliar audience 

● Originality/Creativity: nature of solutions and the type of projects created show a 
personal viewpoint and awareness of structural guidelines and aesthetics. 

Satisfactory (C): 
● Writing: Writing has occasional lapses in grammar, syntax or logic that do not interfere 

with general ideas or conclusions, all conclusions based on research, written 
according to APA style, incorporating a personal viewpoint stated succinctly and in a 
very readable fashion. 

● Content: visual and literal content is understandable Presentation: primary element of 
the project, whether printed or on-screen is readable, discernable and professionally 
presented; with minimal debris, unintended artifacts and construction residue 

● Concept: visual and literal content displays awareness of intended audience and 
evidences some social/personal awareness and sensitivity 

● Originality/Creativity: nature of solutions and the type of projects attempt to create an 
original work along with appropriate external elements. 

 
Late Work 

 All assignments must be posted on the due date unless otherwise specified. Graded activities 
completed in class cannot be made up at a later date. 

● Should you require an extension on an assignment, it is up to instructor discretion. 
● The maximum value of an assignment one day late will be 70% of the original 

maximum possible, with no rewrite option.  The maximum value of an assignment two 
days late is 50% and up to instructor’s discretion regarding its acceptance. 
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Written Submission Standards 
Name submissions with the following format:  CST271_AssignmentName_LastName.doc. 
The ONLY file formats iLearn allows faculty to download is .docx, .pdf, pptx.  Files formatted 
as .odt, .rtf, .pages, etc. WILL NOT be accepted 
 

Expectations For Participation & Performance 
Professional mutually respectful behavior begins in the classroom and creates a positive and 
productive learning environment. The expectations for this course are very high and require 
that every person be willing to commit to his or her personal best.  The demands can be 
stressful for everyone. Therefore, please: 

➔ Arrive on time and stay until the session concludes 
➔  Actively listen while others contribute 
➔  Come to class fully prepared for activities 
➔ Share the workload for collaborative assignments equally 
➔ Respond to others’ opinions and presentations with courtesy and respect 

Academic Excellence: A high-achieving student takes responsibility for initiating and 
producing independent work and is committed to:  

➔ applying one’s skills and knowledge beyond the classroom to contribute to the 
campus and world community in an enlightened manner, 

➔ diligent studying, and pursuing personal scholarship that exceeds the requirements of 
a professor, course, or curriculum, 

➔ evaluating an established opinion/analysis by introducing new evidence or 
reinterpreting the given evidence, 

➔ identifying a theme in the manner in which the author developed it, and 
demonstrating the ability to apply rhetorical concepts to reconstruct it,  

➔ using evidence to support insights, 
➔ valuing and embracing disciplines other than one’s chosen major to deepen and 

broaden personal worldview, 
➔ writing and speaking with clarity and style compatible with context and audience. 

 Academic Dishonesty is a serious ethical problem and campus concern and usually refers to 
forms of cheating and plagiarism which result in students giving or receiving unauthorized 
assistance in an assignment or receiving credit for work that is not their own. Specific forms 
include: 

➔ Cheating—intentionally using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information, or study aids in any academic exercise;  
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➔ Fabrication—intentional and unauthorized falsification or invention of any 
information or citation in an academic exercise; 

➔ Facilitating academic dishonesty—intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to 
help another to violate a provision of the institutional code of academic integrity; and  

➔ Plagiarism—the deliberate adoption or reproduction of ideas or words or statements 
of another person as one’s own without acknowledgment.   

CSUMB policy requires specific consequences for confirmed cases (depending upon the 
extent of the case) that include failing the assignment, failing the course, receiving informal 
or formal academic notice, being suspended, and/or being expelled from CSUMB, and being 
reported to the campus Judicial Affairs Officer. (CSUMB Academic Integrity, August 2007) 
Note: Written assignments must include citations in appropriate APA style. If you are unsure 
about how to use citations and quote sources, ask for assistance. 
 

 Intellectual Property: Educational and Fair Use 
All work submitted for this course is subject to basic considerations of fair use. Students have 
some freedom of acquisition for content that’s part of critical studies or social commentary 
but there are some works that are off limits for use at any time. Students are responsible for 
all aspects of intellectual property law. All work submitted for a grade in this course is subject 
to fair use by the instructor and the department for EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY. The 
originator of the work owns forever all editorial and commercial rights to whatever work they 
create for this course. Whatever work is used by the department will be done so on a basis of 
presumptive anonymity for the creator of the work. (Any work that you create for this course 
can be used by the instructor or the department to demonstrate lessons, show examples, or 
to be used in other works for instructional purposes.) 
 
You must have copyright permission to any and all work generated for this course that is used 
outside the context of this course and/or department. Any work done for this course that is 
used for personal and/or commercial exhibition is no longer used for educational purposes 
and is subject to public intellectual property considerations. 
  

Disability Services 
Student_Disability_Resources@csumb.edu Phone: 831/582-3672 voice, or 582-4024 fax/TTY. I 
won’t pry into the nature of your circumstance, but I do need to be aware of the type(s) of 
accommodation(s) you need to make your stay in the course as successful as possible. 
http://sdr.csumb.edu/  
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Overview of Major Assignments  1

Week   2 Theme  Assignment 

1  Course Intro  ❏ Forum 

2  Intro to Groups  ❏ Group Icebreaker Activity 

3  “you”  ❏ In-class essay #1  
❏ BNW  journal #1 3

4  “your family & neighborhood”  ❏ Link to Group PPT 

5  “your education”  ❏ BNW journal #2 
❏ In-class essay #2  
❏ BNW journal #3 

6  “your job”  ❏ BNW Brainstorm 
❏ BNW journal #4 

7  “your government”  ❏ BNW PPT 
❏ In-class essay #3  
❏ BNW journal #5 

8  “the others”  ❏ BNW Video 

9  SPRING BREAK - Campus Closed 

10  A “text”-ual society  ❏ BNW Peer Review 

11  The “social” in media  ❏ Midterm Paper 
❏ In-class essay #4 

12  The messages of movies I  ❏ Group Project Brainstorm 

13  The messages of movies II  ❏ Group PPT & Video 

14  The messages of movies III  ❏ Peer Review Videos 

15  Final Project  ❏ Presentations 

16  Final Project  ❏ Presentations 

17  Final Project  ❏ Presentations (if needed) 

1 See iLearn for the complete schedule for smaller assignments, class activities, readings/videos, and 
specific due dates. 
2 Due dates are subject to change. Should this occur, students will be notified via 
email/announcement and in class 
3 BNW = Brave New World 
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