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Course InformationCourse Information    
Credits: 3.0 
Prerequisites: None 
Lectures: Monday, Wednesday 10:00 – 10:50 am Joel and Dena Gambord Business and 
Information Technology Building - Room 118 
Lab: Monday, Wednesday 11:00 – 11:50 am Joel and Dena Gambord Business and 
Information Technology Building - Room 118 
 
 

Course DescriptionCourse Description    
Drawing for Digital Media: This course covers concepts and drawing skills related to the use 
of drawing and visualization in both the studio and digital environment. The course 
integrates studio drawing and illustration with digital technology, covering hand rendering, 
scanning, auto-tracing, photo conversion, vector art and bitmap drawing using digital 
visualization and illustration hardware and software. Included topics are 2D and 3D design, 
drawing, storyboarding and illustration (traditional and digital). Co-requisite of CST 202L. 
(Credit/ No Credit Available)(Coreq: CST 202L) 

   

InstructorInstructor    
Name: Katherine (Katie) Green  
 
Email: katgreen@csumb.edu 

 
Office: BIT207  

Office Hours  
Tuesday & Thursday 1 - 3. Please SCHEDULE office hours with me before you come by 
to ensure I will be in my office. 

 

Course Web SiteCourse Web Site    
iLearn is an integral part of this course. The most up to date version of the syllabus and 
schedule will be hosted here. All assignments will be turned in through the iLearn 
system. More info available under “Assignments and Homework.”  

Important DatesImportant Dates  

You need to keep track of your own schedule. Important school wide dates are available 
here. Be sure to schedule vacation time around these dates if you can. Use your 
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sketchbook or a planner or a phone or google calendar or whatever works for you to keep 
track of dates.  

Required & Recommended MaterialsRequired & Recommended Materials    
 
Most of the listed materials will be PROVIDED. However, it is always nice to have your 
own personal tools if you can make the investment.  
 

Items marked with a ! are supplied to you. You do not need to purchase these yourself.  
 

Items marked with a * are not provided, but could be useful.  
 

! A sketchbook is required for this course.  
▪ This cannot be a lined notebook, it must be sketchbook. Strathmore 

11"x14" Sketch Pads will be provided, but feel free to use multiple 
sketchbooks in different sizes. You cannot draw in a sketchbook smaller 
than 9” x 12” for class assignments.  

 
▪ The paper should be at least medium weight (around 60lbs). The heavier 

the paper, the more mediums it can handle- to use watercolor in a 
sketchbook, for example, you need heavyweight paper.  

 
▪ You will receive a sketchpad. The paper on this pad is designed for quick 

sketches. 
 
! A set of artist-quality pencils MY RECOMMENDATION  

▪ You will need pencils with at least 6 levels of pencil hardness for this 
course.  

▪ I recommend Faber-Castell pencils. Cheaper brands are available but these 
pencils are worth it because the marks they make offer genuinely different 
values (light to dark marks). These will be provided.  

 
! Vine Charcoal 

▪ This is a cheap and standard tool.  
 

! A ruler 
▪ A standard-issue 12 inch ruler is fine. Longer rulers have their uses and 

metal rulers tend to be more precise but... I’m just not very picky about 
ruler quality but you absolutely need one.  

 

! A digital drawing tablet  
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● Drawing tablets allow you to move a special pen across a surface 

and have your movements mirrored on the screen using 
electromagnetic signals- they are an industry standard tool that 
you’ll be happy you invested in. More expensive tablets allow you 
to draw directly on the screen- once I switched to this I never 
looked back, but the price tag on these is nothing to sneeze at.  

 
● Since the digital portion of the class takes a while to get going, you 

have time to research and find an affordable option for you. 
Wacom is the industry standard, but there are plenty of other 
options such as Bamboo.  

 
* An artist quality eraser 
 

* A portable sharpener  
 

! Other drawing tools such as pens, markers, crayons, colored pencils, ink, any 
type of paint, crayons, paint brushes… and so on, their is no limit to this list.  

 
! A personal computer The class provides Windows machines to use Photoshop 
with.  

 
! Access to the Adobe Suite (Creative Cloud)  

▪ Free through the school, a subscription to the Adobe Creative Cloud 
provides access to a wealth of professional-grade digital image editing and 
creation tools, including programs we will use frequently in this class 
(Photoshop being the primary one)  

 

! A flatbed image scanner.  
▪ These are usually included as part of commercial-grade printers, and can 

be accessed at the library (near Peet's Coffee in the lobby).  
 

Core ConceptsCore Concepts  

CST 202 is an interdisciplinary course that places students on a fast-track to be able to 
use digital drawing tools to communicate their ideas through methods like illustration, 
storyboarding, and concept sketches. The first half of the course offers a condensed 
course in traditional drawing methods using paper and pencil, the foundation of all 
drawing skills. The second half translates those skills into the digital realm with a 
drawing tablet and Photoshop. The primary goal of the course is for students to become 
fluent enough in visual language to be able to communicate beyond words- to speak in 
pictures.  
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Course OutcomesCourse Outcomes    
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to  

• Draw competently with paper and pencil - both drawing from life, the most fundamental 
drawing skill, but ultimately for the purpose of coherent visual communication  

• Use a drawing tablet to make and manipulate digital images in Photoshop  
• Become familiar with using a sketchbook regularly to brainstorm, doodle, develop 

concepts and record ideas  
 

Grading PolicyGrading Policy     
  

Assignments 
 
Each assignment grade will drop a letter grade for every day 
they are late.  

40%  
(40 points) 

Attendance  
 
Your will lose your 10 participation points if you go over 3 
unexcused absences.  
 

10%  
(10 points) 

Midterm Critique  20%  
(10 points) 

 
Final Project  30% 

(30 points) 
 

  

Letter GradesLetter Grades 

Grade      
A  100  93 ≥  
A–  93 <  90 ≥  
B+  90 <  87 ≥  
B  87 <  83 ≥  
B–  83 <  80 ≥  
C+  80 <  76 ≥  
C  76 <  70 ≥  
D 69 <  60 ≥  
F  70 <  0  
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Assignments: Homework and In-classAssignments: Homework and In-class  
Assignments are an important part of this class.  
 
• IN CLASS: In-class assignments are outlined, completed, and turned in during class. 

They are opened when class begins and close at 12:00 am that night. These assignment 
cannot be made up once they close. These are completion based, meaning assignments 
turned in on-time will always receive 100%.  

 
• HOMEWORK: Every week you will be assigned a homework assignment that requires 

you to apply skills covered in class or supplement a lecture. The assignment will open 
after class and close 30 minutes before the next class. You can turn assignments in late 
with a 10 point deduction for each day late, the next “day” starting immediately after the 
assignment is due. After 10 days the assignment will close and cannot be made up.  

 

CritiquesCritiques    
Being receptive to feedback as well articulating you own thoughts about a project is an 
essential part of being any kind of artist. There are two critiques in this course: A midterm 
critique and a final critique. The midterm is worth 20% of your total grade and the final is 
worth 30%. Treat these as you would an exam for a more traditional course. Come prepared, 
arrive on time, and be present for the entire class. Your success in these critiques is based 
primarily around your own personal progress, and you are required to display in-progress 
work as part of these exercise.  
 

Classroom ExpectationsClassroom Expectations    
Students, as adult learners, are responsible for their own learning.  In general, the 
students may expect to spend at least 6-8 hours outside of class per week on average. 
Nobody is going to monitor you outside of class, but try to think of these hours as a 
rough goal. Far too little hours and you’ll fall behind, too many and you risk burnout. 
Instructor reserves the right to make copies of any student work for use for SCD web site, 
Program Review or related purposes.  

 

CommunicationCommunication  
Feel free to contact me over email or in my office to work out any concerns you might be 
having with the class. I will usually reply very quickly, but please allow up to 48 hours 
for a reply over email, especially on the weekends or holidays. If you are falling behind 
or worried about your grade, you should contact me. I will not contact you over grades.  
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Classroom ConductClassroom Conduct     
Be a kind, reasonable human being in class as anywhere else. The CSUMB Mission 
Statement reads in part:  
  

"To build a multicultural learning community founded on academic 
excellence from which all partners in the educational process emerge 
prepared to contribute productively, responsibly, and ethically to California 
and the global community."  

  

Academic Integrity PolicyAcademic Integrity Policy  
Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated at all in this class. DON’T CHEAT. You’ll                
probably get caught. 

Keep in mind that this class is about learning fundamentals that will help you              
become a better designer, and not about making the prettiest, most polished designs right              
away. You’re here to learn, and this is a place where you are encouraged to make                
mistakes and take creative risks. The person who suffers the most from stolen work will               
be the thief.  

 
Please see the CSUMB Catalog for more information about academic honesty, 
including consequences of academic dishonesty: 
https://csumb.edu/policy/academic-integrity-policy 

 

AttendanceAttendance    
Students are expected to be regular and punctual in class attendance, as according to the 
University’s attendance policy. You are allowed three absences without any excuse. 
An excused absence is one that involves a doctor’s note for illness or an exceptional 
circumstance such as a death in the family. 

 

Staying Focused in ClassStaying Focused in Class  
Don’t do work for other classes in this one. I don’t care if it’s due for something that’s 
due in two hours for another class, don’t come to this class if you’re not going to 
participate. Try to resist your phone and your email for a little while and make the best 
use of your time that you can.  
 

Students with DisabilitiesStudents with Disabilities    
Students with disabilities who may need accommodations please contact me as soon as 
possible during office hours. Please check out this webpage for more information.  
 

 Page 7 of 8 CST322 

https://csumb.edu/policy/academic-integrity-policy
https://csumb.edu/cad/attendance-policy
https://csumb.edu/sdr


Center for Student Success (CSS) CSUMB works to make sure that all students are 
succeeding in their courses. To ensure that this takes place, if you are falling behind or 
are missing too many class sessions, I strongly encourage you to schedule an appointment 
with the Center for Student Success to create an Academic Success Plan and get back on 
track. The CSS offers services such as one-on-one support, peer mentoring, and study 
skills workshops. CSS is located in the Library, 2nd Floor, Suite 2163, 582-3165. 

      Contact SDR 
(831) 582-3672 
Fax: (831) 582-4024 
Student_Disability_Resources@csumb.edu 
Location: Health & Wellness Services 

 
 

Cooperative Learning CenterCooperative Learning Center    
 

CLC is a campus-wide tutoring program, is open to all students and offers peer tutoring 
services and workshops. It seeks to provide high-quality learning assistance in computer 
technology, math, science, writing, languages and study strategies aimed at enhancing 
learning needs at all ability levels. CLC works with students to expand their knowledge 
and abilities by empowering them to become independent learners.  

Contact CLC 
(831) 582-4104 
clc@csumb.edu 
Location: Tanimura & Antle Family Memorial Library, Suite 2125 
 
 

 

A note about mental health and well beingA note about mental health and well being  
 

College can be a very stressful time. While many people have probably told you that 
college should be the best time of your life, it doesn’t always feel that way. 
Undergraduate culture can encourage isolation and normalize damaging risk taking 
behavior. The pressure of college makes many students prone to bouts of anxiety and 
depression, and you should not be ashamed if you find that you are struggling with your 
mental health.  

If you are starting to feel like you cannot cope and are falling behind due to stress 
induced ailments, please contact me or the wellness center on campus. This webpage 
provides a list of many support services the campus provides. Communicating your 
struggles is one of the most important parts of working through them, and don’t be afraid 
to seek help.  

 Page 8 of 8 CST322 

mailto:Student_Disability_Resources@csumb.edu
https://csumb.edu/directory/buildings/health-wellness-services
mailto:clc@csumb.edu
https://csumb.edu/directory/buildings/tanimura-antle-family-memorial-library
https://csumb.edu/directory/buildings/health-wellness-services
https://csumb.edu/hws

