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COVID-19 remains a significant health issue around the world. The CrossFit Games are 
an international event with attendees from many countries. The advent of effective 
vaccines, reliable testing, and validated infection control measures has reduced the 
risk of COVID-19 transmission when such protocols are appropriately implemented. 
This document outlines the 2021 NOBULL CrossFit Games COVID-19 infection control 
protocols.

1. Health Requirements
a. All athletes, staff, and spectators must comply with current federal, state, 

and local health requirements, including those issued by the Public Health 
Department of Madison and Dane County.

2. Travel
a. All athletes and staff must fully comply with requirements from the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for international and 
domestic travelers, including those outlined below.

International Travelers (fully vaccinated individuals):
• Prior to travel: Athletes and support staff who are fully vaccinated must 

take a viral COVID-19 test 1-3 days before traveling and be able to provide 
proof of a negative test result. Individuals who previously had COVID-19 
must show documentation of recovery in the last three months before 
they board their flight to the United States.  

• While traveling: Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth while 
taking any form of public transportation (planes, buses, trains, etc.) within 
or out of the United States and while indoors at U.S. transportation hubs, 
with the exception of outdoor areas of conveyance (i.e., top deck of a bus 
or ferry). Avoid crowds and stay 2 meters from anyone not traveling in 
your group. Wash your hands often and use hand sanitizer. 

• After traveling: All athletes and support staff traveling from abroad must 
be viral tested 3-5 days after arrival in the United States. In the event of a 
positive test result, isolate yourself to protect others from getting infected 
and contact the CrossFit Games Medical Staff at medical@crossfitgames.
com immediately.

International Travelers (unvaccinated individuals):
• Prior to travel: Athletes and support staff who are unvaccinated must 

adhere to a viral COVID-19 test 1-3 days before traveling and be able to 
provide proof of a negative test result. Individuals who previously had 
COVID-19 must show documentation of recovery in the last three months 
before they board their flight to the United States.  
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• While traveling: Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth while 
taking any form of public transportation (planes, buses, trains, etc.) within 
or out of the United States and while indoors at U.S. transportation hubs, 
with the exception of outdoor areas of conveyance (i.e., top deck of a bus 
or ferry). Avoid crowds and stay 2 meters from anyone not traveling in 
your group. Wash your hands often and use hand sanitizer. 

• After traveling: All athletes and support staff traveling from abroad must 
be viral tested 3-5 days after arrival in the United States. Even with a 
negative test, anyone unvaccinated must self-quarantine for seven 
full days. In the event of a positive test result, isolate yourself to protect 
others from getting infected and contact the CrossFit Games Medical Staff 
at medical@crossfitgames.com immediately.

3. Vaccination
a. The CrossFit Games encourages all eligible athletes and staff to be fully 

vaccinated for COVID-19 prior to attending the Games, if possible.
b. Individuals are considered “fully vaccinated” two weeks after their final 

vaccination. All others are “not fully vaccinated.”
4. Testing

a. Athletes and staff who are not fully vaccinated by the day of their arrival 
will be tested upon arrival at the Games.

i. Screening will be performed with antigen tests to avoid detecting 
individuals who are post-infectious.

ii. Confirmation of positive antigen tests will be done with RT-LAMP to 
evaluate for false positives.

b. In addition, international athletes and staff will be tested in accordance 
with CDC requirements, including pre-travel testing, as outlined on the 
CDC website.

i. Testing to comply with travel requirements will be available at the 
Games site in Madison.

ii. Athletes and staff are responsible for complying with these 
requirements if they require testing outside the time when Games 
operations are active (due to the dates of their travel) or if they are 
not present in Madison at the time testing is required.

c. COVID-19 testing will be provided at the Games for athletes and staff who:
i. Have symptoms suggestive of COVID-19, regardless of vaccination 

status.
ii. Are not fully vaccinated and have known or suspected close contact 

with someone with COVID-19.
1. Close contact would include roommates, those who share car 

rides, indoor meetings with limited separation, and other close 
contacts.
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iii. At the discretion of Games medical staff as appropriate.
5. Masks

a. All athletes and staff must comply with mask requirements during 
travel.

b. All athletes and staff must comply with local regulations and the 
requirements of local businesses regarding mask use.

c. Wearing masks indoors is recommended for all individuals who are 
not fully vaccinated, except in private spaces such as hotel rooms.

6. Isolation
a. International athletes and staff must comply with quarantine 

requirements.
b. Any athlete or staff member with symptoms of COVID-19 must self-

isolate until evaluated and cleared by Games medical staff.
c. Any athlete or staff member who is not fully vaccinated and has come 

into close contact with a confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19 
must self-isolate until evaluated and cleared by Games medical staff.

7. Sanitization
a. Daily cleaning and sanitization protocols will be observed for non-

private spaces used by athletes and staff.
b. Equipment used by athletes will be sanitized regularly to reduce 

transmission risk.
c. All competition equipment will be sanitized between uses per the 

Games decontamination protocol.
8. Updates

a. The CrossFit Games COVID-19 Oversight Committee will closely 
monitor new information about the pandemic, including current 
CDC guidance and local health information to update protocols 
appropriately.


