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Using This Guide

We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool that is ideal for interdisciplinary 
learning of social studies and science content and core literacy concepts  Find practical advice 
for teaching individual articles or utilize a mini-unit that helps your students make cross-text 
connections as they integrate ideas and information  

READ MULTIPLE TEXTS PAGES 4 – 9

Each text in this magazine is well-suited for teaching Common Core literacy concepts and content area knowledge  For 

each individual text page in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Prepare to Read
CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4

Common Core Connections to teach 
reading and writing standards

CCSS.Reading.1, 2, 3 & 6

Content Concepts
Common Core Anchor Standards

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 11 – 13

Magazine texts can be easily grouped to make cross-text 

connections and comparisons  Our Common Core mini-unit 

guides students to read and discuss multiple texts and integrate 

ideas and information (CCSS Reading 9)  Discussing multiple 

articles (CCSS SpeakListen 1, 2, 4) prepares students to write 

texts to share and publish in a variety of ways (CCSS Writing 2) 

 

Key Vocabulary 
CCSS.Reading.4

ARTICLES

ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 

ARTS 
CONTENT

CORE 
LITERACY

Close Reading Questions
CCSS.Reading.1-10

Essential Question
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READING
Core literacy concepts, such as the ones found in the Common Core State Standards, help students access social studies 

and science content  Integration of both literacy thinking and content study offers students a great way to become experts 

in reading informational text and literature for content knowledge   This guide provides questions to cover many core literacy 

concepts 

Common Core Reading, Speaking & Listening, and Writing

Draw Inferences (CCSS.Reading.1)     Summarize (CCSS.Reading.2) 
Describe Relationships (CCSS.Reading.3)   Determine Word Meaning (CCSS.Reading.4) 
Analyze Text Structure (CCSS.Reading.5)    Understand Author’s Point of View (CCSS.Reading.6)
Interpret Visual Information (CCSS.Reading.7)  Explain Reasons and Evidence (CCSS.Reading.8)

FOCUS STANDARD: CCSS.Reading.9: Integrate Ideas and Information  
Have students read multiple texts on the same topic from this magazine to build knowledge and make cross-text 
comparisons 

WRITING
Use the texts in this magazine to prompt informative/explanatory writing (CCSS.Writing.2). Have students use evidence from 

the texts to share information about social studies, language arts, or science content in the articles  See the Mini-Unit section 

of this guide (pgs 11 – 13) as well as the Text Pages (pgs 4 - 9) for ways to incorporate writing into your instruction 

DISCUSSION OPTIONS—IN CLASS OR ONLINE

Text Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading the same text  Have students discuss the content, share 
ideas, and critically evaluate the text 

Jigsaw Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading different texts  Invite students to share information and 
resources with each other 

Whole Class: Launch with an essential question  Encourage students to find and share evidence from different texts to 
build a greater understanding of the question 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Use the texts in this magazine to spark meaningful discussions in person and online  Encourage deeper discussions where 

students can become topic experts (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4).
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TEXT: Doodlebug & Dandelion: Beware the Bison!
Magazine page 4, Contemporary Realistic Fiction     

KEY VOCABULARY
gnarled (p. 4) bent and twisted; 

crooked

soothsayer (p. 5) a person who 

claims to predict the future

trample (p. 5) to step on with a 

heavy, crushing step

cower (p. 5) to crouch or cringe in 

fear

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Compound Words  CCSS Language 4

Search the text for at least 8 compound words  What two words make up each 

compound word? Define each word and put it in a new sentence 

Summarize Text  CCSS Literature 2

In a small group, list at least 5 events in the story  Which events come at the 

beginning, which come in the middle, and which come at the end?

Create a Narrative  CCSS Writing 3

In pairs or small groups, describe a possible plan for Doodlebug to devise for the 

next Ides of March  Give details: what Doodlebug will do, what supplies he’ll need, 

what help he may need from friends  Keep it fun but safe! 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Do Dandelion and Doodlebug’s parents seem worried about Dandelion’s 

prediction regarding Doodlebug? How can you tell?

•  Find an example of alliteration on page 6 

•  What history does this story draw on? What folklore? Find examples in the text 

•  At the end of the story, why does Doodlebug warn Dandelion? Support your 

answer 

PREPARE TO READ

This story draws on history (the Ides of March) and American folklore (the Old 

West)  Tell students about the Ides of March and what it usually means  Also 

explain how the old westerns portray our American roots 

Le
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Dandelion and her friend Tomiko give Doodlebug an Ides 

of March warning that he will be trampled by a wild bison  

Doodlebug figures she is wrong, but it turns out she was nearly 

correct 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
History

Research the history and meaning of 

the Ides of March 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do texts and 
illustrations draw on history 
and folklore to make a story 
or article more interesting? 

ELA CONCEPT
Authors use historical and cultural 

references to add story context 
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TEXT: A Cowgirl Breakfast
Magazine page 9, Humorous Poem

KEY VOCABULARY
cowpoke (p. 9)  a person who 

tends cattle 

grits (p. 9)  a cereal that is made of 

ground white corn and cooked before 

eating

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Rhyming and Spelling Patterns  CCSS Foundational Skills 4

Find the rhyming pairs  Do the rhyming pairs follow the same spelling rules?

Creating Illustrations   CCSS Literature 7

Create a new illustration that takes the girl’s request seriously  You’ll need a 

campfire  What else?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  What details did the illustrator add? Does the illustration change the tone of 

the poem? 

•  What is the poem’s rhyming pattern?

•  To whom is the girl making her request?

•  Who might really cook with fire and smoke?

PREPARE TO READ

Read the poem, without showing the illustration  Ask students if this breakfast 

could happen  Then show them the illustration 

A  cowgirl orders a true cowpoke breakfast 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do texts and 
illustrations draw on history 
and folklore to make a story 
or article more interesting?

EXTENSION
Cooking

Research food that can be made over 

a campfire 

CROSS-CURRICULAR

ELA CONCEPT
An illustrator can add new details to a 

story or poem’s text 
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TEXT: How the West Got Wild
Magazine page 11, Historical Fiction 

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Building Vocabulary  CCSS Literature 4, CCSS Language 4

In pairs or small groups, search the text for unknown and challenging words and/

or phrases  Create a glossary of these words, with definitions and illustrations 

Creating a Game  CCSS Writing 4

Find the names of the games mentioned on page 12  Choose one of the games 

and make up what it might be about  Write out the possible rules  How does a 

player win the game? Is this a game you could actually play?

Understanding Themes  CCSS Literature 2

Identify a theme from the story and find details that support the theme  

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Read the first paragraph of the story  Using context clues, try to figure out the 

meaning of the word ‘confidant ’ 

•  Why are Chummy and Sandra Bee against moving back East? How do you 

know?

•  How are Sandra Bee’s rock-skipping skills important in this story? Find evidence 

for your answer in the text 

•  What causes the changed attitude of the town’s adults toward Chummy and 

Sandra Bee?

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss the history of the Old West  Ask students to add details to describe 

what life might have been like back then  Create a picture  of the Old West 

during the discussion on a white board of easel paper, adding details to 

include the students’ ideas   

Le
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Chummy and his sister Sandra Bee are the rowdiest kids in the 

Old West town of Ruby, Arizona  Things are tough in town and 

everyone is broke  That is, until Chummy and Sandra Bee save 

the day 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do texts and 
illustrations draw on history 
and folklore to make a story 
or article more interesting?

KEY VOCABULARY
confidant (p. 11) a person with 

whom secrets are shared

feral (p. 11) not tamed

exorbitant (p. 13) going beyond 

the limits of what is fair, reasonable, or 

expected

legendary (p. 14) well-known, 

famous

History

Research the Gold Rush and how 

it affected towns where gold was 

found 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

ELA CONCEPT
Historical fiction can make history 

come alive 
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TEXT: Coyote and Bear Plant a Garden
Magazine page 18, Fable    

KEY VOCABULARY
partner (p. 18) a person who shares 

in an activity with another person

sprout (p. 19) a new growth from 

a seed  

harvest (p. 20) the gathering of 

ripe crops, or the amount gathered

heave (p. 22) to raise up with effort

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Writing Fables  CCSS Writing 3

In small groups, write a fable  It should have animal characters and teach a lesson 

through their actions 

Understanding Characters  CCSS Literature 3

In pairs or small groups, describe each of the characters  Use details from the 

story to support your descriptions   

Understanding Illustrations  CCSS Literature 7

Look carefully at the illustrations  How do they support the theme of the story? 

Why do you think the illustrator chose the style she used? 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  On page 19, why does Bear agree to take all the plants that grow above the 

ground?

•  On page 21, why does Coyote agree to let Bear bring the seeds again?

•  In what ways do Bear and Coyote act like humans? Find examples 

•  What kind of seeds might Coyote bring for the third garden?

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss fables: what they are (short stories that teach a lesson) and what they 

need (animals that act like humans)  Tell students they will read a fable about 

two animals who try to take advantage of each other  Ask them to look for the 

ways the animals in the fable act like humans 

Le
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In this tale of animal ingenuity, Coyote talks Bear into planting a 

garden with him  When the first harvest doesn’t go well, Coyote 

starts a new garden with Bear, this time hoping to fare better 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science 

Research which plants provide food 

in their leaves and which provide 

food in their roots 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do texts and 
illustrations draw on history 
and folklore to make a story 
or article more interesting?

ELA CONCEPT
Fables tell lessons through animals that 

represent human traits  
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TEXT: Where Did the Bison Go?
Magazine page 24, Expository Nonfiction

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Key Ideas and Details  CCSS Informational Text 3, 8

Find details in the text that show how humans were responsible for the near 

extinction of American bison 

Key Ideas and Details  CCSS Informational Text 3, 8

Find details in the text that show how humans were responsible for increasing the 

herds of American bison 

Using Illustrations  CCSS Informational Text 7

Study the illustrations and captions  How do they support your understanding of 

the history of American bison? 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  As you read page 24, predict how the sixteen bison get from Montana to 

Colorado  Check your predictions when you read page 28 

•  Read the paragraph on page 28 that begins, “The scientists there…” What must 

the scientists have done to learn what they know about the bison?

•  How will the bison help the area of Colorado where they now live? How do you 

know?

•  What new things did you learn about American bison by reading this article?

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students what they know about American bison  Discuss their history   

Tell students they will read about how people are trying to help restore the 

American bison population 
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This article tells the history of American bison, including their 

near extinction and efforts to restore their numbers 

KEY VOCABULARY
prairie (p. 24) a large area of flat 

or rolling grassland

sacred (p. 25) deserving great 

respect

spiritual (p. 25) of or relating to 

sacred or religious matters

coax (p. 28) to get someone to do 

something by gentle urging

ELA CONCEPT
Nonfiction provides information about 

American history through text and 

illustrations 

Science 

Research American bison - their 

habitat, their diet, and other 

interesting facts 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do texts and 
illustrations draw on history 
and folklore to make a story 
or article more interesting?
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TEXT: Mom Knows Best
Magazine page 31, Poem

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Writing a Poem  CCSS Writing 3

Write your own poem, starting with the line, “Once I caught a leprechaun…” Or 

write a second stanza to continue the poem, “Mom Knows Best ”

Fluency  CCSS Foundational Skills

In pairs, practice reading the poem aloud  When ready, read the poem aloud for 

others  One of the pair can act the poem out while the other reads 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  What is the rhyming pattern?

•  What causes the humor in this poem?

•  What elements of leprechaun history are in the illustration?

•  Why is March a good month for a leprechaun poem?

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students what they know about the legend of leprechauns  Share 

information about the legend throughout history 

A child captures a leprechaun but lets him go when his mother 

says there is no such thing as a leprechaun 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do texts and 
illustrations draw on history 
and folklore to make a story 
or article more interesting?

KEY VOCABULARY
leprechaun (p. 31) an elf of 

Irish folklore that some believe will 

reveal where treasure is hidden if 

caught 

Social Studies 

Research the legend of 
leprechauns 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

ELA CONCEPT
A poem can draw on folklore 
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COMPARE TEXTS

COMPARING TEXTS

SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare texts they read   Help students find the 
connections between pieces of information in multiple texts  Use prompts, such as the 
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information 
(CCSS.Reading.9) 

•  Find the two texts that feature bison  Compare and contrast the two texts  What type 
of text (genre) is each? What is the main idea of each? Which one provides the most 
information about American bison?

•  Compare and contrast the two poems  Describe for each:

   o the narrator

   o the subject

   o the rhyming pattern

   o the illustrations

   o the humor

•  Find the texts (stories, poems, articles, activities) that feature the Old West  Give 
examples of how each draws on Old West history 

•  Some fiction tells stories that could happen; some tells stories that could never 
happen  Find examples of fiction that are found in this issue  For each:

   o Explain whether or not it could happen  

   o Give details from each text to support your answer 

•  Form a response to the essential question: How do texts and illustrations draw on 
history and folklore to make a story or article more interesting? Use details from 
multiple texts to support your answer 

CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS WITH MULTIPLE TEXTS

Spider © March 201610
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Fiction and nonfiction texts often draw on history and folklore  Authors and illustrators can 
use both to develop their subjects and add interesting details 

 

ENGAGE: This issue of Spider Magazine includes stories, poems, and an article that draw 
on folklore and Old West history. As students read and discuss each passage, complete a 
Venn diagram such as the one below. This will help them to plan for the focus of the Mini-
Unit: Plan an Old West Class Party.

  

EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN

Share the essential question:
How do texts and illustrations draw on history and folklore to make a 

story or article more interesting?

MINI-UNIT

Spider © March 2016

ENGAGE READ AND 
COMPARE

APPLY

11

“Doodlebug & Dande-
lion”: draws on his-
tory (Ides of March) 
and folklore (western 
movie) 

“Coyote and Bear 
Plant a Garden”: a 
fable about trickery

“How the West Got 
Wild”: a story that 
draws on Old West 
history in its plot and 
details

OLD WEST HISTORY FOLKLORE

HISTORY AND 
FOLKLORE
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CHOOSE A PURPOSE FOR READING
CLOSE READ: CCSS Literature and Informational Text 1, 2, and 3 Read carefully to find ways authors 
and illustrators draw on history and folklore to make a story or article more interesting  

COMPARE AND CONTRAST: CCSS Reading 9 As students read sets of texts and examine the text 
and illustrations, they discover how history and folklore are used in different ways 

READ AND COMPARE TEXTS: Begin with a focus text as a base for building content 
knowledge and model how to work through the text. 

 1) READ ALOUD: Use “How the West Got Wild” (pgs  11-17) as a focus text, or choose a different 
text that works well for your teaching goals  Share the text summary on page 6 of this guide  
Students can read their own copies of the ext and use sticky notes to mark places they find 
interesting or have questions about   

 2) DISCUSS THE TEXT: After reading, guide students to talk about the story  See the Text Pages 
for Close Reading Questions 

 3) READ NEW TEXTS: Help students choose additional texts to read based on their inquiry 
questions or what they find interesting  Refer to the Text Pages for summaries of each text 
within Spider: March 2016 

4) COMPARE TEXTS: After students have read multiple texts, guide them to make cross-text 
connections  Refer to page 10 for Cross-Text Comparisons using prompts that help students 
integrate ideas and information 

Spider © March 2016

MINI-UNIT (cont )

12
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APPLY: PLAN AN OLD WEST CLASS PARTY

The students have read several texts that draw on history and folklore. Now it is time to 
explore the use of history and folklore in a different way: plan a class party that features 
elements of Old West history and taps into a creative use of folklore. 

In this activity, the class will choose decorations that draw on Old West history and 
folklore. Small groups will then create Old West decorations to be used at the party. 
In addition, they will write a fable, poem, or play that draws on Old West history and 
folklore. These creative texts will be performed at the Old West party.

Spider © March 2016

MINI-UNIT (cont )

SUPPLIES

Art supplies such as: crayons, markers, 
colored pencils, pens, pencils, rulers, 
streamers, colored paper, scissors, 
glue…

STEP 1: PREPARE

As a class, brainstorm ideas for Old 
West decorations  

Brainstorm elements of Old West 
history and folklore (cowboys, land 
rush, wagon trains, gold rush, pony 
express…) 

Form small groups 

Have each group choose a decoration 
it will make 

 STEP 2: PREPARE

Gather needed materials 

Assign tasks for who will do what 

Make decorations 

13

STEP 3: WRITE

Choose what form of written text to 
create: fable, poem, or play  

Choose what elements of Old West 
history and folklore to include 

Choose characters, story line, lesson 
(if fable), humor (if included), rhyming 
pattern (if poem), illustrations (if 
included), and any props needed 

Write  Include ALL group members 

STEP 4: PRESENT

Decorate 

Give performances!

NOTE: If food is desired, making the recipe 
for Cowboy Caviar on page 10 could be a 
class cooking project 
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GROUP MEMBERS
___________________________________________

Spider © March 201614

Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer

Fable / Poem / Play Planning Page

 Genre (circle one):    Fable    Poem    Play

 Story Line (problem, how it is solved   ):

 Props (if needed):

 Illustrations (if included):

 Rhyming Pattern (if poem):

 Humor (if included):

 Characters:

 Old West History and Folklore (choose from class brainstorming list):

 Lesson (if fable):
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ANALYZE GRAPHIC FEATURES

GRAPHIC FEATURE HOW THIS FEATURE HELPED 
YOUR UNDERSTANDING

PAGE
LOCATION

NAME: _________________________

Spider © March 201615
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CONCEPT CHART

ESSENTIAL QUESTION OR INQUIRY QUESTION:

TEXT 1: TEXT 2: TEXT 3:

Show how reading multiple texts developed your understanding of the 
essential question or your own inquiry question.

NAME: _________________________

Spider © March 2016
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coax  to get someone to do something by gentle 
urging  

The sixteen bison arrived needed coaxing to step out 
of the trailer. (p. 28)

confidant  a person with whom secrets are shared  

But Sandra Bee was his best friend, his closest 
confidant, and his partner in crime. (p. 11)

cower  to crouch or cringe in fear 

“You shall cower in the dark but find no escape!” (p. 5)

cowpoke  a person who tends cattle 

One that’s cooked with fire and smoke, / So I can be a 
true cowpoke. (p. 9)

exorbitant  going beyond the limits of what is fair, 
reasonable, or expected 

“We could start our own store,” said Sandra Bee, “with 
EXORBITANT prices…” (p. 13)

feral  not tamed 

But while the adults worried, the kids of the town ran 
feral in the streets, led as always by Chummy and the 
fearless Sandra Bee. (p. 11)

gnarled  bent and twisted; crooked 

They both wore flowy white robes and carried gnarled 
sticks. (p. 4)

grits  a cereal that is made of ground white corn and 
cooked before eating 

It’s got to sizzle, splatter, spit, / With peppers, taters, 
cheesy grits, / Biscuits, gravy, bacon, beans— / Food 
that drips down on my jeans. (p. 9)

harvest  the gathering of ripe crops, or the amount 
gathered 

Bear said it was time to harvest. (p. 20) 

heave  to raise up with effort  

Bear heaved his sack over his back and started home. 
(p. 22)

legendary well-known, famous 

Sandra Bee’s rock-skipping abilities were legendary. 
(p. 14)

leprechaun  an elf of Irish folklore that some 
believe will reveal where treasure is hidden if caught 

Once I caught a leprechaun / And put him in a sack, / 
But Mom said there was no such thing, / And so I put 
him back. (p. 31)

partner  a person who shares in an activity with 
another person 

If only he had a big, strong animal as a partner, he 
wouldn’t have to work so hard. (p. 18)

prairie  a large area of flat or rolling grassland 

They grunt at each other as they munch prairie grass. 
(p. 24)

sacred  deserving great respect 

Some Native American peoples considered bison 
sacred. (p. 25)

soothsayer  a person who claims to predict the 
future 

“We’re not fortune tellers,” Dandelion sniffed. “We’re 
soothsayers!” (p. 5)

spiritual  of or relating to sacred or religious 
matters 

These peoples believed they had a spiritual connection 
with the animals. (p. 25)

sprout  a new growth from a seed 

Soon small green sprouts appeared. (p. 19)

trample  to step on with a heavy, crushing step 

“Yes! Tomorrow you shall be trampled by . . . a wild 
bison!” (p. 5)

Glossary
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“Doodlebug & Dandelion”

• http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2012/03/120315-ides-of-march-
beware-caesar-what-when-shakespeare-quote/

Learn more about the Ides of March  

“A Cowgirl Breakfast”

• http://www.active.com/outdoors/articles/6-campfire-recipes-kids-love-to-make

Learn all about cooking around the campfire  

“How the West Got Wild”

• http://hubpages.com/education/Top-Ten-Facts-About-the-Wild-West-and-
Cowboys

Discover fun facts about Old West history, including information about the gold rush 

• http://www.legendsofamerica.com/we-trails.html

Read Old West legends 

“Coyote and Bear Plant a Garden”

• http://www.creative-writing-ideas-and-activities.com/writing-fables.html

Find great ideas for writing fables 

“Where Did the Bison Go?”

• http://www.animalfactguide.com/animal-facts/american-bison/

Learn interesting facts about the American bison   

“Mom Knows Best”

• http://www.kidsplayandcreate.com/leprechaun-facts-for-kids/

Read about leprechauns in Irish mythology 
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