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Getting Started: 

(RL/RI2) Determine a Theme 
Flip through the entire magazine from front to back cover.  Read the title to each story and look at the 

illustrations.  Do you see a common theme? Why do you think this theme might have been chosen for the April 
issue? 

 

 
Spider’s Mailbox: 

(W4, W5) Writing and Editing 
Write a letter to Spider. Exchange this letter with one classmate.  Proofread each other’s letter and then rewrite 

them making the needed corrections.  When your letter is perfect, mail it to Spider:  

Spider’s Mailbox 
P.O. Box 300 

Peru, IL 61354 
 

 
Doodlebug & Dandelion: 

(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 

1. Where does the unicorn live? 
2. What color were the flowers along the trail? 

3. What was Dandelion’s reaction to learning about the April Fool’s Day joke? 
4. Did they see a deer or a real unicorn?   

5. Compare a deer to a unicorn.  What features are the same and which are different.  Would it be 

possible to confuse the two animals? 
 

(L4) Define the following words: spoof, waft, deformed, bloom, jutting  
 

(W1) Write an opinion piece.  What do you think about pranks? Have you ever been the victim or the pranker?  

Are they good or bad?  Explain your opinion of jokes and pranks in great detail. 
 

 
Never Trust Spaghetti: 

Write a poem with every other sentence rhyming. 
 

 

The Fox and the Snail: 
 (RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 

1. Did the fox come up with the idea that the Earth was round or did he steal this idea from someone 
else? If he stole it, who from? 

2. Why could the fox arrive at the palace faster than the old men? 

3. Who reached the King first?  The snail or the fox? 
4. What did the snail tell the King? 

5. Who received the reward? 
 

(L4) Define the following: antennae, edge, luxury, astonished, sly 
 

Geography Connection: 

Locate France on a world map.   
 



 

Snail Snack 
Follow the directions and complete the recipe on this page.  

 
 

How it all Began: 

(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions: 
1. How many fields of grain? 

2. Why was the farm being sold? 
3. What animals came with the farm? 

4. What was the name of the young man who bought the farm? 
5. Who sold the farm? 

 

 
Animal Cracker: 

Watch the following video “Dog Chiropractic Adjustment” that shows an animal chiropractor giving an 
adjustment to a dog: https://youtu.be/TqqXOMg4mJk  

 

(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions about the story: 
1. What does a chiropractor do? 

2. What are the common animals which benefit from this type of care? 
3. Which joints do dogs commonly have trouble with as they age? 

4. What do you think is one of the biggest risks for an animal chiropractor? 
5. Do chiropractors work on humans too? 

 

(L4) Define the following: mandible, relaxed, benefit, perch, adjustments  
  

 
A Riddle: 

Find the mistakes in the picture and circle anything that looks odd. 

 
 

Poetry Pigs: 
(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 

1. What was the teacher’s name in the story? 

2. What was George thinking about when he crashed his bike? 
3. What was the name of the pig farm? 

4. Who was the first pig that spoke to George? 
5. Who was the last pig to speak to George? 

 
What rhymes with your name? Make a list of words which rhyme with your name.  Use these words to create a 

poem about yourself with as many words that rhyme with you name as you can possibly think up. 

https://youtu.be/TqqXOMg4mJk

