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Getting Started: 
(RL/RI2) Determine a Theme 

Flip through the entire magazine from front to back cover.  Read the title to each story and look at the 
illustrations.  Do you see a common theme? Why do you think this theme might have been chosen for 

the November/December issue? 

 
 

Spider’s Mailbox: 
(W4, W5) Writing and Editing 

Write a letter to Spider.  Exchange this letter with one classmate.  Proofread each other’s letter and then 

rewrite them making the needed corrections.  When your letter is perfect, mail it to Spider:  
Spider’s Mailbox 

P.O. Box 300 
Peru, IL 61354 

 
 

Doodlebug & Dandelion: 

(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 
1. What room were they in? 

2. What happens on Pinkley Night? 
3. What color slime was used to cover the tree ornament? 

4. Was Punky a good boss? Why or why not? 

 
(L4) Define the following words: inspect, sequins, observe, blurted, furiously 

 
Art Connection:  Snowman Ornament Craft 

http://sittingatourkitchentable.blogspot.com/2010/12/marshmallow-snowman-ornament.html 

  
 

Reader Riots: The Best Jokes of 2014: 
(W10, SL4) Write your own joke and present it to your class.   

 
 

The Christmas tree Ship: 

(W1, SL4) Write an opinion piece. Imagine a Christmas without a tree.  What would it be like?  How could 
you replace a Christmas tree? Write about the pros and cons of not having a tree.  Use many details, 

strong opening, and closing sentences. Read your story in front of the class or a small group of 
classmates.  

 

(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 
1. What items reminded James of his home? 

2. Why couldn’t James and his family go to the woods and find a Christmas tree? 



3. How did the trees come to Chicago? 

4. What is the real name of the boat known as the Christmas Tree Ship? 
 

Geography Connection:  Locate Chicago on a USA map and see how far it is from your hometown. 
 

 

The Penguin who didn’t Like Snow: 
Watch the following video to learn about penguins: http://youtu.be/pM5JdIY0Oco 

 
(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 

1. What items did Mo receive from family members? 
2. Why did Mo want to live where the weather was warmer? 

3. Where did Mo move? 

 
 

Gingerbread Houses: 
Art Connection: Graham Cracker gingerbread houses 

http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/cafe/grahamcrackergingerb.html 

 
(L4) Define the following words: architect, sturdy, monk, creation, edible 

 
(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 

1. Name some of the ingredients that are in gingerbread cookies. 
2. Who brought the recipe for gingerbread from Armenia to France and to America? 

3. What is Perpperkakebyen? 

4. Where is the National Gingerbread House Competition held? 
 

 
Her Majesty’s Gingerbread Cookies: 

Follow the recipe and create these delicious treats. 

 
(SL4) Highlight all the adjectives in the recipe 

 
 

Me and My Lunch: 

Write a poem with every other line ending in a rhyme.   
 

 
Mae and the Dragon: 

(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 
1. Who was Mae’s piano teacher? 

2. What did Mae see on the side of the house? 

3. What did the dragon look like? 
4. What did the dragon think of the piano music? 

 
(L4) Define the following words: whiskers, buffet, anemone, orchestra, shiver 

 

 
 

 
 

 


