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Getting Started: 
(RL/RI2)Determine a Theme 

Flip through the entire magazine from front to back cover.  Read the title to each story and look at the illustrations.  Do 
you see a common theme? Why do you think this theme might have been chosen for the September issue? 

 

 
Spider’s Mailbox: 

(W4, W5) Writing and Editing 
Write a letter to Spider.  Exchange this letter with one classmate.  Proofread each other’s letter and then rewrite them 

making the needed corrections.  When your letter is perfect, mail it to Spider:  

Spider’s Mailbox 
P.O. Box 300 

Peru, IL 61354 
 

 
Doodlebug & Dandelion: 

(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 

1. Who had a dream? 
2. Name at least one event that occurred in the dream.   

3. How did the substitute teacher remind Rudyard of his dream?  
4. Where did Miss Trillwig get trapped? 

5. Who saved her and how was she saved? 

 
(L4) Define the following words: sensibly, substitute, screech, familiar, beloved 

  
(RL/RI9) Compare and Contrast:  The author says, “She had blonde hair bunched on the top of her head like a bird’s 

nest.”  And “…her eyelashes were long and spiky like a Venus flytrap.” Choose a partner in the class and find ways to 

describe them by comparing them to other objects you see around the room.  Remember to be thoughtful and 
considerate.  

 
 

Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Complete the puzzle by filling in the appropriate words. Work in small groups to complete this task.  

 

 
The Cave of Tigers 

(W3) Write a story using your imagination to lead the way. If you could meet up with any animal, real or imaginary, what 
would it be and why? Where would you go? Be creative. Include a strong opening sentence, at least five details, and a 

strong closing sentence.  

 
Art Connection:  Draw a picture to go with your story.  

 
(L4) Define the following words: dangling, terrified, gripping, mammoth, icicles 

 
 

Wishes 

Write a poem with every other word rhyming. Think about three wishes you would want to come true and include them in 
your poem.  



 

Brick by Brick 
(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story. 

1. When were Legos created? 
2. How old was Nathan when he received his first Lego set? 

3. Who was Boxer? 

4. How many Legos were used in the life-sized human sculpture? 
 

Art Connection: Break into small groups with a large bucket of Legos in the middle.  Set the clock for thirty minutes and 
as a team build something, anything your team wants to build.  When finished, compare designs. Present them to your 

class as a group. 
 

Internet Connection: Watch the following video on Nathan Sawaya: http://www.timeforkids.com/photos-video/video/qa-

nathan-sawaya-132696 
 

 
Days of Fall 

Science Connection: Plant and grow your own pumpkins. Chart the progress of their growth once a week.  

 
Circle the adjectives in the poem.   

 
 

Pieter’s Tile 
(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story. 

1. Who did Pieter work for? 

2. What was his job? 
3. Describe how they cleaned the clay. 

4. How did they cut the clay? 
5. What is the date Master Jacob etched on the bottom of the tile? 

 

(L4) Define the following words: apprentice, dawdle, hearths, ceramic, wedges 
 

Geography Connection: Locate Holland on a map 
 

 

Worry Dolls 
Follow the directions on the page to create your own worry doll.   

 
Geography Connection: Look up Guatemala on a map.  Break into several small groups.  Each group will take a topic to 

research on Guatemala and then present their topic to the class.  Here are the topics: food, imports, exports, customs, 
and weather. 

 

 
Chicken Licken Rides the Bus 

(W1) Write a story telling about your first day of school.  What do you remember the most?  What did you like? What did 
you dislike? Compare and contrast your day to Chicken Licken’s day at school.  

 

(RL/RI6)  Instead of looking at the story from the point of view of the author, let’s look at the illustrations.  Look carefully 
at each illustration.  Where does the author describe the illustration in the story?  Underline the passage.  Do this for each 

illustration.  
 

 
Spider’s Corner 

Send Spider a drawing, poem, photo or photo of a sculpture.  Follow the instructions for submitting your creation.   

 
 

Ophelia’s Last Word 
Follow the instructions to create the recipe on the page.  
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