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Getting Started: 

(RL/RI2) Determine a Theme 
Flip through the entire magazine from front to back cover.  Read the title to each story and look at the illustrations.  Do 

you see a common theme? Why do you think this theme might have been chosen for the May/June issue? 
 

 
Spider’s Mailbox: 

(W4, W5) Writing and Editing 

Write a letter to Spider.  Exchange this letter with one classmate.  Proofread each other’s letter and then rewrite them 
making the needed corrections.  When your letter is perfect, mail it to Spider:  

Spider’s Mailbox 
P.O. Box 300 

Peru, IL 61354 

 
 

Doodlebug & Dandelion: 
(RL/RI1) Answer the following questions from the story: 

 How were Dandelion and Doodlebug communicating with one another? 

 What is Doodlebug’s favorite magazine called? 

 What did Buster claim to have in his backyard? 

 Why did Buster trick his friends? 

 
(L4) Define the following words: Adios, pudgy, trumpeting, sheepish, littered 

 

 
Imaginary Menagerie: 

(RL/RI7) Look at the photos of each animal and read the descriptions. Why do you think the author chose the name for 
each animal? What characteristics does the animal have that fits its special name. 

 

Art Connection: Create your own animal. Draw a picture of what it might look like and give it a name.   
 

 
The Clumsiest Mahout of Siam: 

(L4) Define the following words: burrow, nudge, impatient, clumsy, and majestic 
 

Geography Connection:  Locate Siam on a world map. What do you mean it’s not there? Maybe you need to consult the 

internet and see why you can’t find Siam on a map.  
 

 
Circus of Sense: 

Name the five senses of the human body. 

 
(W2) Do certain scents remind you of certain people or places? Maybe the smell of flowers or fresh baked cookies make 

you think of your grandma. Write about a scent that reminds you of someone and tell why you associate this scent to 
that particular person.  Make sure you have an opening sentence, at least five details and a closing sentence.  

 
 



(RL/RI1)  Answer the following questions from the story: 

 What color is the tent? 

 How do visually impaired children enjoy the show?  What about those who can’t hear?  

 How many adjectives are there on page 22? 

 What makes this circus special? 

 
Internet Connection: Watch the following video of Circus of the Senses: (approx. 3 minutes) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQ6rJSe33lk  
 

 
Reading the Signs: 

Practice the following sign language words.   

 Cow 

 Baseball 

 Money 

 Horse  

 Moon  

 Farm 

 
Internet Connection: Use the following video to learn how to do the entire alphabet in sign language. You can use the 

following video to help:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wMQHd1UBkeI  
 

 

Broccoli: 
(W2) Think about a food that you don’t like. Now write a poem explaining why you can’t eat it.  

 
 

Talk: 
Geography Connection: Locate the city of Accra on a world map.  

 

(W1) What would the world be like if anyone thing and everyone could talk? What would your dog say? What would your 
homework say? Write a short story titled: The Day Everything Could Talk 

 
Art Connection: Weaving is a popular art in Guinea.  Use the following weaving project for a fun gift for family or friends 

and to learn the basics of weaving.  Additional instructions can be located: 

http://earlylearning.momtrusted.com/2013/01/preschool-weaving-activity-using-an-old-dvd-or-cd-to-improve-fine-motor-
skills/ 

 
You will need the following:  

1. An old CD or DVD  

2. Yarn 
3. Tape or plastic needle (depending on age of children) 

 
Directions: 

1. Wrap the yarn around the CD as shown in the photo on the webpage.  It must be wrapped an odd number of 
times.  

2. Start weaving a new strand of yarn over and under the original yarn, moving around the circle until you reach the 

edge of the CD.  
3. Tie off the yarn in a knot so that it doesn’t unravel.  

 
 

School Bus in Summer: 

Compare and Contrast: The author compares the school bus to a bear. Break into small groups, and each group should 
select an item from school.  Now think about how that item compares to something else and write a poem about it. 

Examples might be: Homework, book, pencil, eraser, teacher, chalkboard, recess, lunchtime 
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