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Teresa Nordheim works with elementary-level children in the education field.  She is also a freelance 
writer with well over thirty published magazine articles.  She loves the challenge of making education for 
children enjoyable and fun.  
 
Getting Started: 
(RL/RI2)  Flip through the pages of this month’s magazine.  Read the title of each story and look over the 
illustrations.  Can you see a common theme? 
 
(W1) Write an Opinion 
It’s Spider’s birthday, and this issue starts with many of Spider’s firsts. Choose one of Spider’s first and 
write about how it may have taken place for Spider or his family.  Be sure to have an opening sentence, 
at least five details, and a closing sentence.  
 
Spider’s Mailbox: 
(W4, W5) Writing and Editing 
Write a letter to Spider.  Exchange this letter with one classmate.  Proofread each other’s letter and then 
rewrite them making the needed corrections.  When your letter is perfected, mail it to Spider:  
Spider’s Mailbox 
P.O. Box 300 
Peru, IL 61354 
 
Doodlebug & Dandelion – The Swami Swap: 
(L4) Vocabulary 
Define the following words from the story: bizarre, milled, confidently, fedora, turban, menacing 
 
(RL/RI 1, 3) 
Which anniversary was it for the boys’ favorite magazine? 
What was their favorite magazine? 
What character was Bog dressed as?  
Who was the woman who kept beating Doodlebug to the magazines he needed? 
Which issues of the magazine did Doodlebug need? 
 
Fabulous Facts: 1994: 
(L4) Vocabulary 
Define the following words: cyber, morph 
 
(RL/RI1,3) 
How many planets are there and why did we lose one in 1994? 
How many websites were on the Internet in 1994? 
What were some of the scents for the new crayons in 1994? 
 
Internet Connection & W2): 
Do an Internet search to determine where your name falls on the list of most popular baby names. 
Furthermore, research to see what the meaning and origin are for your name. Write a small paragraph 
and present your findings to the class.  
 
The Case of the Missing Birthday Lasagna: 
(RL/RI 9) 
What was the author’s purpose for writing this story?  Did the story entertain, teach or do both? 



 
Video Connection: 
Watch the following video on helix snails: http://youtu.be/AGv56trMOAY 
 
In the Moonlight: 
Art Connection:  
You will need the following items: painter’s tape, dark-blue  watercolor paint, white construction paper or 
watercolor paper, salt, small paint brush 

1. Tape a border around the paper to frame the picture. Hand cut strips of tape to form the shape 
of 2-3 trees with branches. Create a moon shape in the background. 

2. Water down the dark-blue  watercolor paint and spread it over the entire paper. To add texture, 
sprinkle the paper with salt while the pain it still went. Let dry for several hours. 

3. Rub the salt off the picture and carefully peel off the tape.  You can add small snowflakes with 
white flicks of paint. 

4. Water down the dark-blue  paint even more and use it to add the little bark edges of the left and 
right of the tree, as well as, shadows under the trees and branches.  

 
Arabella and Anita: The Spiders Who Went to Space: 
Internet Connection: 
Watch the following video of Arabella building a web in space.  http://youtu.be/YxEudbmuSeI 
 
Watch the following video on gravity:  http://shows.howstuffworks.com/stuff-to-blow-your-mind/51310-
stuff-to-blow-your-kids-mind-gravity-video.htm  
 
What is gravity?  How does it affect the way we do simple, everyday  tasks and how would those tasks 
differ if we didn’t have gravity? 
 
The Hoot and Holler Hat Dance: 
(L4) Vocabulary 
Define the following words from the story: stunning, appetite, mere, scurried, calabash, guzzling 
 
Connection: Watch the following video on calabash drums and dancing:  http://youtu.be/M0Xkg57p7Gc 
 
(W3, SL4,5) Write a Narrative & Give a Speech 
Music can be found throughout the world and in all cultures. Where does your family come from?  What 
special music and dances have they contributed to our society? Use the Internet, books from the library, 
and stories from family members to write a short narrative about the music and dance which are featured 
in your cultural heritage.  Present your findings in the form of a speech.  Video clips and sound clips of 
music and dance samples will add to the entertainment of your speech. 
 
 
The Animal World of Yoga: 
Just for Fun:  Watch the following video that shows real animals in real yoga poses.   
 
(RL/RI7) Make a Connection 
Where do the names for the yoga poses come from?  Why do you think each animal was chosen as the 
name?  Can you think of other animals and make your own yoga pose? 
 
Group Work: Break into several small groups. Each group must come up with their own yoga pose, which 
is named after an animal. Be creative. Write 1-5 steps for how to make the pose.  Then present it to the 
rest of the class and see how many people can follow the instructions and make the correct pose. When 
everyone has demonstrated their pose, take a poll and vote for your favorite.  
 



Golden Crested Crane: 
Identify the Genre:  Is the story fiction or non-fiction? Could the events within the story have really 
happened? What message is the author trying to convey? 
 
(W1) Write an Opinion. What is your favorite food?  How did you learn to prepare it or can you prepare it 
alone?  Why is this food special to you?  Write an opinion piece telling others about your food and why it 
should be their favorite food as well.  Be sure to include an opening sentence, at least five details and a 
closing sentence. Sell your idea.   
 
Spider’s Corner: 
Write a happy birthday poem in 10 lines or less and send it to Spider at Spider’s Corner, P.O. Box 300, 
Peru, IL 61354 or submit online at: spidermagkids,com/corner.submit 
 
Ophelia’s Last Word: 
Following a Recipe: 
Follow the instruction on the page and complete the recipe.   
 
(RL/RI 3) Compare and Contrast: 
Compare and contrast the dirt pudding to a real potted plant. Use all of your sense: sight, smell, touch, 
taste, and hearing.  
 
Spider’s Time Machine: 
Math Connection: 

1. Highlight all the light bulbs 
2. Circle the screws 
3. Draw a rectangle around each battery 
4. How many parts are needed? 
5. Add the screws and batteries 
6. Add the light bulbs and batteries. 


