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In this magazine,
readers will learn
ways in which
authors and
illustrators use
the elements of
weather in their
work. Ladybug
March 2016
includes stories and poems that talk about
rain, rainbows, the seasons, and ducks.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:
How do authors and illustrators use the
elements of weather to make a story more
interesting?

Ladybug © March 2016

Using This Guide
We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool that is ideal for interdisciplinary
learning of social studies and science content and core literacy concepts. Find practical advice
for teaching individual texts or utilize a mini-unit that helps your students make cross-text
connections as they integrate ideas and information.

READ MULTIPLE TEXTS PAGES 4 – 9
Each text in this magazine is well-suited for teaching Common Core literacy concepts and content area knowledge. For
each individual text page in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Prepare to Read
CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4

Essential Question

Content Concepts
Common Core Anchor Standards

Close Reading Questions
CCSS.Reading.1-10

Common Core Connections to teach
reading and writing standards
CCSS.Writing.1, 2, 3 & 6

Key Vocabulary
CCSS.Reading.4

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 10 – 12

ENGLISH
LANGUAGE
ARTS
CONTENT

Magazine texts can be easily grouped to make cross-text
connections and comparisons. Our Common Core mini-unit
guides students to read and discuss multiple texts and integrate
ideas and information (CCSS.Reading.9). Discussing multiple

CORE
LITERACY

2

articles (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4) prepares students to write
texts to share and publish in a variety of ways (CCSS.Writing.2).

TEXTS
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Common Core Reading, Speaking & Listening, and Writing
READING
Core literacy concepts, such as the ones found in the Common Core State Standards, help students access social studies
and science content. Integration of both literacy thinking and content study offers students a great way to become experts
in reading informational text and literature for content knowledge. This guide provides questions to cover many core literacy
concepts.
Draw Inferences (CCSS.Reading.1)
		
Describe Relationships (CCSS.Reading.3)			
Analyze Text Structure (CCSS.Reading.5) 		
Interpret Visual Information (CCSS.Reading.7)		

Summarize (CCSS.Reading.2)
Determine Word Meaning (CCSS.Reading.4)
Understand Author’s Point of View (CCSS. Reading.6)
Explain Reasons and Evidence (CCSS.Reading.8)

FOCUS STANDARD: CCSS.Reading.9: Integrate Ideas and Information:
Have students read multiple texts on the same topic from this magazine to build knowledge and make cross-text
comparisons.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Use the texts in this magazine to spark meaningful discussions in person and online. Encourage deeper discussions where
students can become topic experts (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4).

DISCUSSION OPTIONS—IN CLASS OR ONLINE
Text Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading the same text. Have students discuss the content, share
ideas, and critically evaluate the text.

Jigsaw Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading different texts. Invite students to share information and
resources with each other.

Whole Class: Launch with an essential question. Encourage students to find and share evidence from different texts to
build a greater understanding of the question.

WRITING
Use the texts in this magazine to prompt informative/explanatory writing (CCSS.Writing.2). Have students use evidence from
the texts to share information about social studies, language arts, or science content. See the Mini-Unit section of this guide
(pgs. 10 – 12) as well as the Text Pages (pgs. 4 - 8) for ways to incorporate writing into your instruction.
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TEXT: Max and Kate
Lexile Score: 220

Magazine pages 3-7, Contemporary Realistic Fiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How do authors and
illustrators use the
elements of weather
to make a story more
interesting?

ELA CONCEPT
An illustrator can add details to
a story to add information and
expression.

Max and Kate spend a rainy day painting a rainbow picture.
Then Max is surprised when Kate has a new idea.

PREPARE TO READ
Discuss ways students like to spend their rainy days. Create a list. Tell students
they will compare their list with the ways Max and Kate spend their rainy day.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

How does the illustrator show that Charlie probably likes being out in the rain?

•

Why is a rainbow a perfect subject for Kate and Max’s picture?

•

How do Max and Kate’s rainy day activities compare with your list?

•

The author uses the words “pitter-patter” on page 6; what does this mean?

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science
Research the necessary conditions
for the creation of a rainbow.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Fluency CCSS Foundational Skills 4
In small groups, take turns reading the story aloud. Focus on reading the dialogue
expressively. Do group members have different ways to express the characters’

KEY VOCABULARY

lines?

bored (p. 3) to make (someone)

Key Ideas and Details CCSS Literature 3

tired and annoyed by being

How important is weather to this story? Could the story be told with different

uninteresting or too much the same

weather?

chant (p. 4) to speak or sing in
rhythm over and over on a single
pitch

Making Inferences & Using Visual Elements CCSS Info Text 1, 7
Use the illustrations and words of the story on pages 6 and 7 to make these
inferences. How does the rain help their painting? What do you think will happen
to the painting as the sun comes out?
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TEXT: Rain Family
Lexile Score: 790

Magazine pages 9-11, Contemporary Realistic Fiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How do authors and
illustrators use the elements
of weather to make a story
more interesting?

ELA CONCEPT
Text and illustrations can turn
an ordinary family walk into an
adventure.

When it looks like rain, the family in this story dresses for the
weather and heads out the door. Discover all the fun they have
on a rainy day.

PREPARE TO READ
Ask children to share what might be fun to do on a rainy day. Do a picture walk
before reading to name the different activities this family shares. Ask children
to find out about the weather based on the story and illustrations.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

How many people are in the narrator’s family? How do you know this? Could
this story describe a different family?

•

Why is there more than one picture of the girl in the illustration at the bottom
of page 10?

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science

•

What does the author mean by, “When it looks like rain, my family is a fingercrossing family,” on page 9?

•

In what ways do the illustrations show the family is prepared for rain?

Research ways rain affects plants
and animals.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
KEY VOCABULARY

Creating a Narrative CCSS Writing 3

finger-crossing (p. 9) hand

In pairs or small groups, write a story about a family or group of friends who enjoy

gesture commonly used to wish for

some time in the rain. Who is involved? What do they do? What do they do when

luck

they are back inside? Alternative: Instead of rain, use a different kind of weather.

palm (p. 9) the inner surface of the
hand

wring (p. 11) to twist and press
tightly

Understanding Verbs CCSS Language 1
List all the hyphenated phrases (finger-crossing, palm-lifting…). Post the list.
Students take turns either acting out (like charades) or drawing (like Pictionary)
the phrases for others to guess.
Expressing an Opinion CCSS Speaking and Listening 4
Speak out clearly about your favorite rainy day activity. Explain why it is fun and
why others would like it.
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TEXT: The Duck in My Bathtub
Lexile Score: 320

Magazine pages 12-14, Fiction/Rebus

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How do authors and
illustrators use the
elements of weather
to make a story more
interesting?

ELA CONCEPT
Cause and effect support the
structure and understanding of story
events.

A duck takes over a child’s bathtub. Now the child must bathe
in the pond!

PREPARE TO READ
Ask students what they could do to help a duck whose pond has dried up. Tell
them they will read a story about one child’s solution.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

What clues show that this story takes place in more than one day?

•

How is rain important to this story?

•

What is the setting of this story?

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science
Discuss the ways animals depend
on water for their survival.

KEY VOCABULARY
instead (p. 12) in place of; used
to say that one thing is done when

Writing Dialogue CCSS Writing 3
How could dialogue add to this story? In pairs, create conversations between the
boy and the duck (pgs. 12-13) and the boy and the frogs (p. 14).

another is not done, or that one thing

Story Structure CCSS Literature 2

or person is chosen when another is

State the two problems in the story and the two solutions. What could be a third

not chosen

problem and solution?

pond (p. 12) an area of water
that is smaller than a lake and is
surrounded by land
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COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Word Recognition CCSS Foundational Skills 3
Write the words for the rebus pictures on cards. Hold the correct card up when
reading the story aloud.
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TEXT: The Leprechaun
Magazine page 22, Poem/Activity

In this poem a boy tries to catch a Leprechaun. No luck! Have
fun using gestures to act out this poem.

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How do authors and
illustrators use the
elements of weather
to make a story more
interesting?

ELA CONCEPT
Reading aloud supports reading
words with inflectional endings.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

PREPARE TO READ
Ask students to share what they know about leprechauns. Discuss the
traditions behind leprechauns, rainbows, and pots of gold. Explain that they
will be using gestures to show the action in this leprechaun poem. How might
they show a leprechaun? What about a pot of gold?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

What is the rhyming pattern of this poem?

•

What makes this a good poem for March?

•

How do the illustrations help you know how to act out the poem?

•

Find the 2-syllable words in this poem.

Social Studies
Research the history of
leprechauns and St. Patrick’s Day.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
KEY VOCABULARY
leprechaun (p. 22) an elf of Irish
folklore that some believe will tell
where treasure is hidden if caught

wee (p. 22) very small

Fluency CCSS Reading Foundations 4
In small groups, practice reading this poem aloud. When you are ready, take turns
reading the poem individually while the others do the hand motions.
Creating Illustrations CCSS Literature 7, Writing 3
Create a picture of a leprechaun, a pot of gold, a rainbow, and you. Will you catch
the leprechaun? Label your drawings or use captions to explain what happens.
Research CCSS Writing 7
With help from adults, research the legend behind leprechauns, rainbows, and
pots of gold. Write out the facts you find. Share them with the class.
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TEXT: Papa Weasel
Lexile Score: 610

Magazine pageS 23-30, Fiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How do authors and
illustrators use the
elements of weather
to make a story more
interesting?

Sly the weasel thinks he’s going on a simple raid of a duck’s
nest to steal eggs for an omelet. But when ducklings hatch
from the stolen eggs, Sly becomes Papa and his big adventure
begins.

PREPARE TO READ
With students, explore photos about weasels from a library book or the
Internet. Learn how a typical weasel lives and what it eats. Tell students they
will read a story about a weasel that definitely is not typical.

ELA CONCEPT
A story can span a whole year,
showing character changes as it
proceeds.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

What is mischief? What activities use mischief in this story?

•

Why is placing the eggs near a warm stove important to the story?

•

What is Sly doing in the illustration on page 27? Why?

Science
Create a picture diagram showing
the growth of a duck from egg, to
duckling, to adult. Add details to
show the changes.

KEY VOCABULARY
mischief (p. 23) behavior such
as teasing that is playful but can be
annoying or dangerous to others

omelet (p. 23) a food made from
beaten eggs

hummock (p. 24) a low, rounded

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Key Details CCSS Literature 1
In pairs or small groups, search the story for mentions of weather. How is weather
a part of this story?
Compound Words CCSS Language 4
Search the text for at least 5 compound words. Define each word and put it in a
new sentence.
Characters and Behaviors CCSS Literature 3
List the ways Sly changes throughout the story. Give reasons for his changes.

mound of earth

distraction (p. 27) something
that makes it hard to pay attention
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COMPARING TEXTS
CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS WITH MULTIPLE TEXTS
COMPARE TEXTS
SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare texts they read. Help students find the
connections between pieces of information in multiple texts. Use prompts, such as the
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information
(CCSS.Reading.9).
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•

Compare and contrast “Max and Kate” and “The Leprechaun.” What is the genre of
each text? How are the two texts the same? How are they different?

•

Find the texts that feature rain. Decide for each text:

			

o

How important is rain to the story or poem?

			

o

Could the story or poem happen with a different type of weather?

•

Find the texts that have funny parts. What makes them funny - the text, the
illustrations, or both?

•

Form a response to the essential question: How do authors and illustrators use the
elements of weather to make a story more interesting? Use details from several texts
in your answer.

•

In which texts do seasons play an important part? Which seasons are used? Why are
they important to the text?

•

Create a story that includes rain (or snow, wind, hail…), a rainbow, a duck, and at least
one season. Illustrate!
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MINI-UNIT
EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN
Weather and the seasons affect our lives every day. This issue of Ladybug has stories and
poems that show weather and how people and animals respond to it.

ENGAGE

READ AND
COMPARE

APPLY

ENGAGE: As students read the texts in this issue of Ladybug, they can reflect on the
elements of weather that are portrayed. To organize their thoughts, create a graphic such
as the one below. As students read, record the type(s) of weather and how it affects the
characters, the story, and the illustrations. Note: some texts may include more than one
type of weather.

Rain Family
Rain is a chance
for fun

Share the essential question:
How do authors and illustrators use the elements of weather to make
a story more interesting?
10
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MINI-UNIT (cont.)

READ AND COMPARE TEXTS: Begin with a focus text as a base for building content
knowledge and model how to work through the text.
1) READ ALOUD: Use “Rain Family” (pgs. 9-11) as a focus text or choose a different text that
works well for your teaching goals. Share the text summary on page 5 of this guide. Students
can read using their own copies of the text and sticky notes to mark places they find interesting
or have questions about.
2) DISCUSS THE TEXT: After reading, guide students to talk about the text. See the Text Pages
for Close Reading Questions.
3) READ NEW ARTICLES: Help students choose additional articles to read based on their
inquiry questions or what they find interesting. Refer to the Text Pages for summaries of each
text within Ladybug: March 2016.
4) COMPARE TEXTS: After students have read multiple texts, guide them to make cross-text
connections. Refer to page 10 for Cross-Text Comparisons using prompts that help students
integrate ideas and information.

CHOOSE A PURPOSE FOR READING
CLOSE READ CCSS Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 Read carefully to find how weather affects the characters and
their stories.
COMPARE AND CONTRAST CCSS Reading 9 As students read sets of texts and examine the text
and illustrations, they discover how authors and illustrators use the elements of weather to make a
story more interesting.
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MINI-UNIT (cont.)
APPLY: CLASS POSTERS: WEATHER MAKES LIFE INTERESTING
Students have been reading stories and poems in which weather plays a key part.
This Mini-Unit gives them a chance to show, in their own ways, how weather can make
life interesting. Form students into small groups. Each group will choose a type of
weather. Then they will create a poster that shows how this type of weather can make
life interesting. When the posters are done, each group can present their poster to the
class.
Supplies

Step 3

Art supplies

Create and/or cut out pictures and
arrange them on the poster.

•
•
•
•

poster boards
crayons, markers, colored pencils,
pens, pencils, rulers
magazines to cut out pictures
scissors, glue

Step 1
As a class or in small groups, brainstorm
types of weather, starting with the
graphic the class created while reading
Ladybug: March 2016. List the ideas
generated so groups will be able to
consult it.

Glue down pictures. Add captions.
Remember to add your names!
Decide what you will say when you do
your class presentation.
Make sure everyone has a part in the
presentation.

Step 4
Share your poster, speaking clearly.
Answer questions other students ask.
Listen carefully to other presentations.
Prompt students to ask questions.

Step 2
Pass out the Weather Makes Life
Interesting Poster Planner. Divide
students into groups. Instruct each group
to decide the following:
•
•
•
•
•

12

Lastly, have students self-evaluate by
rating their own poster and presentation.

What weather type to use
What weather effects to show
What kind of pictures to use (student
drawings, magazine pictures, a
combination)
What materials are needed
What poster title to use
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GROUP NAMES: _________________________
Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer
WEATHER MAKES LIFE INTERESTING POSTER PLANNER
Interesting Weather:
Poster Title:
Weather effects to show:
•
•
•
•
•

Kind of pictures to use: (circle one)
student drawings

magazine pictures

both

Materials needed:

Presentation:
Topics to cover:
Who will say what:

Rate your poster:
Rate your presentation:

13
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NAME: _________________________
ANALYZE GRAPHIC FEATURES
GRAPHIC FEATURE
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PAGE
LOCATION

HOW THIS FEATURE HELPED
YOUR UNDERSTANDING
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NAME: _________________________
CONCEPT CHART
Show how reading multiple texts developed your understanding of the
essential question or your own inquiry question.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION OR INQUIRY QUESTION:

TEXT 1:

15

TEXT 2:

TEXT 3:
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Glossary
bored

to make (someone) tired and annoyed by
being uninteresting or too much the same

pond

“I’m bored,” says Max. (p. 3)

Our pond was dry. (p.12)

chant

scatter

to speak or sing in rhythm over and over on a
single pitch

an area of water that is smaller than a lake
and is surrounded by land

to throw around in different directions

It scatters leaves across the town. (p. 20)
“Rain, rain, go away! Come again another day,” they
chant as they paint. (p. 4)

distraction

umbrella

a device that is used for protection from
the rain and sun

something that makes it hard to pay

attention

It turns umbrellas upside down. (p. 20)

This made it hard to swipe pies from the farmer’s
windowsill—until he trained his new flock to cause a
distraction by riding the farmer’s horse in a three-duck
pyramid formation. (p. 27)

wee

finger-crossing

wring

hand gesture commonly used to

wish for luck

When it looks like rain, my family is a finger-crossing
family. (p. 9)

hummock

very small

At the end of the rainbow, /So I’ve been told, /Lives a
wee little man With a big pot of gold. (p. 22)
to twist and press tightly

When we’re done, my family is a water-dripping,
clothes-wringing, shower-taking, hair-drying, robewearing, cocoa-drinking family. (p. 11)

a low, rounded mound of earth

Hiding behind hummocks, wading in reeds, at last he
spied an unattended nest with three duck eggs tucked
inside. (p. 24)

instead

in place of; used to say that one thing is
done when another is not done, or that one thing or
person is chosen when another is not chosen
The duck had to swim in my bathtub instead. (p. 12)

leprechaun

an elf of Irish folklore that some
believe will reveal where treasure is hidden if caught
(title) (p. 22)

mischief

behavior such as teasing that is playful
but can be annoying or dangerous to others
One spring morning, Sly the weasel popped out of bed
ready for mischief. (p. 23)

omelet

a food made from beaten eggs

What his tummy rumbled for was an omelet, and he
knew just where to find the eggs. (p. 23)

palm

the inner surface of the hand

When it sprinkles, my family is a palm-lifting, raintasting family. (p. 9)
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Online Resources
“Max and Kate”
•

http://www.dltk-kids.com/crafts/rainbows/
Learn all about different rainbow crafts and activities.

“Rain Family”
•

http://goexplorenature.com/2011/11/10-ideas-for-getting-outside-on-rainy-days.html
Explore ways to have fun outdoors on rainy days.

“The Duck in My Bathtub”
•

http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Farm/ducks.html
Learn more about ducks.

“The Leprechaun”
•

http://www.kidsplayandcreate.com/leprechaun-facts-for-kids/
Learn more about legendary leprechauns and their role in Irish mythology.

“Papa Weasel”
•

http://a-z-animals.com/animals/weasel/
Learn more about the anatomy, habitat, and behavior of weasels.
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