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ESSENTIAL QUESTION:
How can stories and poems show ways to
have fun in winter?
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Using this Guide
We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool that is ideal for interdisciplinary
learning of social studies and science content and core literacy concepts. Find practical advice
for teaching individual texts or utilize a mini-unit that helps your students’ make cross-text
connections as they integrate ideas and information.

READ MULTIPLE ARTICLES PAGES 4 – 9
Each text in this magazine is well-suited for teaching Common Core literacy concepts and content area knowledge. For
each individual text page in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Essential Question

Content Concepts
Common Core Anchor Standards

Prepare to Read
CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4
Close Reading Questions
CCSS.Reading.1-10

Common Core Connections to teach
reading and writing standards.
CCSS.Writing.1, 2, 3 & 6

Key Vocabulary
CCSS.Reading.4

ENGLISH
LANGUAGE
ARTS
CONTENT

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 11 – 13
Magazine texts can be easily grouped to make cross-text
connections and comparisons. Our Common Core mini-unit
guides students to read and discuss multiple texts and integrate
ideas and information (CCSS.Reading.9). Discussing multiple

CORE
LITERACY
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articles (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4) prepares students to write
texts to share and publish in a variety of ways (CCSS.Writing.2).

ARTICLES
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Common Core Reading, Speaking & Listening, and Writing
READING
Core literacy concepts, such as the ones found in the Common Core State Standards, help students access social studies
and science content. Integration of both literacy thinking and content study offers students a great way to become experts
in reading informational text and literature for content knowledge. This guide provides questions to cover many core literacy
concepts.
Draw Inferences (CCSS.Reading.1)
		
Describe Relationships (CCSS.Reading.3)			
Analyze Text Structure (CCSS.Reading.5) 		
Interpret Visual Information (CCSS.Reading.7)		

Summarize (CCSS.Reading.2)
Determine Word Meaning (CCSS.Reading.4)
Understand Author’s Point of View (CCSS. Reading.6)
Explain Reasons and Evidence (CCSS.Reading.8)

FOCUS STANDARD: CCSS. Reading 9: Integrate Ideas and Information:
Have students read multiple texts on the same topic from this magazine to build knowledge, and make cross-text
comparisons.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Use the texts in this magazine to spark meaningful discussions in person and online. Encourage deeper discussions where
students can become topic experts (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4).

DISCUSSION OPTIONS—IN CLASS OR ONLINE
Text Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading the same text. Have students discuss the content, share
ideas, and critically evaluate the text.

Jigsaw Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading different texts. Invite students to share information and
resources with each other.

Whole Class: Launch with an essential question. Encourage students to find and share evidence from different texts to
build a greater understanding of the question.

WRITING
Use the texts in this magazine to prompt informative/explanatory writing (CCSS.Writing.2). Have students use evidence from
the texts to share information about social studies, language arts, or science content in the articles. See the Mini-Unit section
of this guide (pgs 11 – 13) as well as the Text Pages (pgs 4 - 9) for ways to incorporate writing into your instruction
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ARTICLE: Max and Kate
Lexile Score: 350

Magazine page 3, Contemporary Realistic Fiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How can stories and poems
show how to have fun in
winter?

Max and Kate go treasure hunting at the ocean. When Max
finds a heart-shaped rock, he knows just what to do.

PREPARE TO READ
Ask students what a treasure hunt is. Tell them that Max and Kate are treasure
hunting at the ocean. Predict what they might find.

ELA CONCEPT
Text and illustrations help readers
comprehend the meaning and key
details of a story.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Using the illustrations, describe the weather as Kate and Max treasure hunt.

•

Find 3 details in the illustrations that are not found in the text. How do these
details add to the story?

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

•

Predict what Kate will say to Max on page 7.

Science
Explore shells, stones, and sand
in a sensory table or tub. Make
observations using your senses.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Describe the similarities and

Using Illustrations CCSS Literature 7

differences between the objects.

Using the illustrations, your own beach experiences, and your imagination, pretend
you are on your own beach treasure hunt. Describe your treasures to a partner.

KEY VOCABULARY

Writing a Narrative CCSS Writing 3

treasure (p. 3) money or valued

a picture that shows that character’s favorite part of the beach trip. Write 2-3

things that have been collected and are
considered special

Pretend you are either Max or Kate after he/she gets home from the beach. Draw
sentences that describe his/her day.

pebble (p. 5) a small rounded rock
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ARTICLE: See the Sea
Magazine page 8, Poem

A child daydreams of summer while looking at the ocean art on
the wall.

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How can stories and poems
show how to have fun in
winter?

ELA CONCEPT
Words function differently in different
contexts.

PREPARE TO READ
Ask students if they ever daydream about summer when it’s winter. Have them
describe their daydreams. Tell them they will read a poem about a child who is
daydreaming about summer.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

How does the poet use words to show the fun of summer?

•

How does the illustrator use pictures to show the fun of summer? How does
she show the contrast between summer and winter?

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

•

How does the child feel about the beach? What clues in the text support your
answer?

Art
Explore how to mix red, blue, yellow
and white paints to make different
colors. Use your colors to paint a
summer scene. Share your picture
and describe your favorite parts.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Understanding Verbs CCSS Language 1
Search the poem for active verbs. Act out the verbs.
Writing Descriptions CCSS Writing 3
The poem uses two color words to describe the beach. Write new rhymes using

KEY VOCABULARY

other color words.

wade (p. 9) to walk in water or

Using Illustrations CCSS Literature 7

something else that makes movement

Draw your own picture that shows a fun summer experience. Use your picture to

slower or more difficult

write a story or poem about summer.
Knowledge of Language CCSS Language 5
Ask students to compare the two words in the title. Explain the meaning of
“homophones” and how two words that sound the same can have different
meanings.
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ARTICLE: Winter Bear
Lexile Score: 430

Magazine page 10, Fiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How can stories and poems
show how to have fun in
winter?

A bear cub wakes up early from hibernation and convinces his
mother to join him outside their den.

PREPARE TO READ
Share pictures of bears in hibernation. Explain that bears must sleep through
the winter. This is because when winter comes, their food sources are gone.
Tell students they will read a story about a cub and its mother.

ELA CONCEPT
Logical inferences can be drawn from
explicit text.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

What evidence can you find in the text and illustrations that show it is not
spring yet?

•

What clues does the cub notice that tell him spring is coming?

•

How does the author teach you about bears in this story?

Research the reasons for hibernation
and read about other animals that
hibernate in winter.

KEY VOCABULARY
thorn (p. 12) a short, stiff point on a

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

plant stem or branch

Presenting Research CCSS Speaking & Listening 4

metabolism (p. 13) the processes

findings to the class.

in plants and animals by which food is
changed into energy or used to make
cells and tissues

hibernate (p. 13) to sleep through

In a small group, research what bears must do to get ready for winter. Report your

Finding Key Details CCSS Literature 1
In pairs or small groups, write out questions based on key information in the text.
Share questions with another group for them to answer.

the winter in a den or burrow to save

Understanding Adjectives CCSS Literature 5

energy

Write a short narrative telling what happens when the bears finally leave the cave
in the spring. Include what the bears see, hear, and smell in your narrative.

temperature (p. 13) the amount
of heat or cold in an object or
environment.
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ARTICLE: Come to My Tea Party
Magazine page 14, Humorous Poem

A girl invites several bears to her tea party. All send their
regrets, but one.

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

PREPARE TO READ

How can stories and poems
show how to have fun in
winter?

Explain that the poem is about inviting bears to a tea party. Ask them to share

ELA CONCEPT
Specific word choices shape meaning
and tone in a poem.

Ask children to think of all the different kind of bears and where they live.
what a tea party is and who is likely to come.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Based on the text, explain how the girl prepared for her party.

•

Based on the illustrations, what else did she do to prepare?

•

List examples of humor in the text and illustrations.

CROSS CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science
Research, read, and watch videos
about different kinds of bears and
their habits

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Examining Rhymes CCSS Foundational Skills 2
Find the rhyming pairs. Which pairs share the same rhyming pattern? Which do
not?

KEY VOCABULARY

Fluency CCSS Foundational Skills 2

invitation (p. 14) a formal request

Practice reading the poem aloud. Read it aloud for a small group or the whole

to someone asking them to go

class.

somewhere or do something

drowsy (p. 14) ready to fall asleep

Creating Dialogue CCSS Writing 3
With a partner, act out the scene when the girl and her teddy bear share the tea
party. Include references to the absent bears who were invited.
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ARTICLE: A Rootin’ Tootin’ Cowboy
Lexile Score: 470

Magazine page 22, Contemporary Realistic Fiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How can stories and poems
show how to have fun in
winter?

ELA CONCEPT
Individuals, events, or ideas develop
and interact over the course of a text.

CROSS CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Little Jim wants to be a cowboy, but he lacks the right skills.
He can’t ride a horse, twirl a rope, or play guitar, like his uncles
can. But one night, he learns that maybe he does have what he
needs.

PREPARE TO READ
Discuss what cowboys are and what skills they might need.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

What skills does Jim need and what happens when he tries to do them at first?

•

How does the main character change in the story? Find text evidence to
support your answer.

•

How does the author use patterns in this story? Find examples in the text.

Music
Listen to recordings of cowboy
songs. Have a sing-along. Play an
instrument to accompany the singing,
if available.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
KEY VOCABULARY

Understanding Verb Tense CCSS Language 1

cowboy (p. 22) one who takes care

Search the text for sentences with active verbs. If the verb is in the past tense,

of cattle or horses

retell/rewrite the sentence in present tense. Ex. Little Jim wanted to be a cowboy,

bunk (p. 24) a small bed
bawl (p. 24) to cry loudly or strongly

too. Little Jim wants to be a cowboy, too.
Lesson Application CCSS Literature 3
In order to save the calf, Jim needed to practice his cowboy skills and then use

corral (p. 25) an area with a fence

them. In pairs, share a time you practiced a skill and then used it. Could this skill

around it, used to keep horses and

be practiced in winter?

cattle from wandering away

Writing Narratives CCSS Writing 3

saddle (p. 25) a leather seat that is

Pretend you are Jim writing in his diary. How will he describe his night saving the

used on the back of a horse to carry a

calf?

rider
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ARTICLE: Mariachi Rattlesnake
Magazine page 30, Fantasy Poem

A rattlesnake and his friends fill the desert with lively music.

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
How can stories and poems
show how to have fun in
winter?

PREPARE TO READ
Display the illustration and ask students to predict the poem’s subject, theme,
and tone.

ELA CONCEPT
Words function differently in different
contexts.

CROSS CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Who appears to be having fun? Who does not? Why?

•

List all the clues that signify this is a work of fiction.

•

What words are used in atypical ways? (e.g. sizzle)

Music
Use simple percussion instruments,
such as shakers, rhythm sticks, and
thumb cymbals to add sounds and
rhythm to the poem. Experiment with
different ways to read or sing the
poem to the beat of the instruments.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Fluency CCSS Foundational Skills 2
In a small group, practice reading the poem aloud. Read it aloud for the whole

KEY VOCABULARY

class. Have some group members act it out.

mariachi (p. 30) a type of folk

Writing Poetry CCSS Writing 3

music that originates from Mexico

This poem shows desert animals playing in a lively band. Write new verses

cyclone (p. 30) a storm with very

describing other desert animals playing musical instruments.

strong winds

vihuela (p. 30) an early type of
stringed Spanish musical instrument
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COMPARING TEXTS
CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS WITH MULTIPLE TEXTS
COMPARE TEXTS
SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare texts they read. Help students find the
connections between pieces of information in multiple texts. Use prompts, such as the
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information
(CCSS.Reading.9):

10

•

Find texts that feature friends. Compare and contrast what the friends do together.
Which texts show activities you’ve also done? Which texts show activities you’d like
to do?

•

Find texts that feature cowboys and cowgirls. How are their experiences the same?
How are they different?

•

Find the texts that rhyme (poems and songs). Compare and contrast the rhyming
patterns, illustrations, repetition, and use of humor.

•

Plan a party that builds on ideas found in this issue of Ladybug. Plan for food, drink,
decorations, and activities.
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MINI-UNIT
EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN
It’s not hard to find fun things to do in winter. You can get outside to enjoy what your area
offers or stay inside for reading, games, and crafts. The stories and poems in Ladybug
February 2016 give some new ideas for winter fun. Students can use these ideas and their
own to create a Guide to Winter Fun for the area they live in.

ENGAGE

READ AND
COMPARE

APPLY

ENGAGE: Begin this mini-unit by having students explore the texts in Ladybug February
2016 for Winter Fun ideas. Create a Winter Fun graphicb like the one below on easel
paper. Write the story or article title in the block. Add details from the texts that provide
ideas for winter fun. As time allows, add new information. This class activity will prepare
students for the mini-unit project: Guide to Winter Fun!

WINTER FUN
Max and Kate

Winter Fun

• Treasure Hunt
• Fun with friends

See the Sea

Winter Fun

• Daydreaming
• Artwork

Winter Fun
•

Share the essential question:
How can stories and poems show how to have fun in winter?
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MINI-UNIT (cont.)

READ AND COMPARE ARTICLES: Begin with a focus article as a base for building
content knowledge and model how to work through the text.
1) READ ALOUD: Use “Max and Kate” (pgs. 3-7) as a focus article, or choose a different article
that works well for your teaching goals. Share the article summary on page 4 of this guide.
Students can read their own copies of the article and use sticky notes to mark places they find
interesting or have questions about.
2) DISCUSS THE ARTICLE: After reading, guide students to talk about the article. See the
Article Pages for Close Reading Questions.
3) READ NEW ARTICLES: Help students choose additional texts that offer ideas for winter fun.
Refer to the Article Pages for summaries of each text within Ladybug February 2016.
4) COMPARE ARTICLES: After students have read multiple articles, guide them to make crosstext connections. Refer to page 21 for Cross-Text Comparisons using prompts that help students
integrate ideas and information.

CHOOSE A PURPOSE FOR READING
CLOSE READ CCSS.Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 Read carefully to find ways that stories and poems can give
readers new ideas for winter fun.
COMPARE AND CONTRAST CCSS.Reading 9 As students read stories and poems, they discover
how authors and illustrators can provide different ideas for winter fun.
INFORMATIVE TEXTS CCSS.Writing 2 Students provide information about fun winter activities.

12
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MINI-UNIT (cont.)
APPLY: CREATE A CLASS GUIDE TO WINTER FUN!
The students have read several texts and have discussed how stories and poems can
provide ideas for winter fun. Now it is time to create a class Guide to Winter Fun. Form
the students into small groups. Instruct each group to complete their Guide to Winter
Fun Planning Organizer. Using their planning page, each group will create one or more
pages for the class Guide to Winter Fun. When groups have finished their page(s),
compile them into one fun book!
Materials

Step 3

1-3 Guide pages for each group

Decide who will work on each page.

Art supplies: crayons, markers, colored
pencils, pens, pencils, rulers

Gather materials.

A folder or binder to display the Guide to
Winter Fun pages.

Create page(s).
Add the finishing touches.
Remember to add your names!

Step 1
Look at the class Winter Fun Mind Map.
Copy needed information into your Guide
to Winter Fun Planning Page.
Add new ideas to your Guide to Winter
Fun Planning Page.

Step 4
Share your poster with the class. Tell your
classmates why you chose your poster’s
features.
•
•

Step 2
Brainstorm ways to design your page(s).
Decide:
•
•

•
•

13

Which ideas to use.
Ways you’ll share your ideas. Pictures?
Text? Step-by-step directions? What
are the best ways to communicate
your ideas?
How many pages you’ll need.
What materials you’ll need.

Did you communicate your ideas
clearly?
Are your pages artistic?

Make any needed changes.
Put all the groups’ pages together.
Are there any ideas you can do as a class?
Plan a class Winter Fun Activity Time!
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GROUP NAMES: _________________________
Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer
GUIDE TO WINTER FUN PLANNING ORGANIZER
LADYBUG TITLE

STUDENT NAMES

WINTER FUN IDEAS

LADYBUG TITLE
WINTER FUN IDEAS

LADYBUG TITLE

STUDENT IDEAS

WINTER FUN IDEAS

LADYBUG TITLE
WINTER FUN IDEAS

LADYBUG TITLE
WINTER FUN IDEAS

LADYBUG TITLE
WINTER FUN IDEAS
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NAME: _________________________
ANALYZE GRAPHIC FEATURES
GRAPHIC FEATURE
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PAGE
LOCATION

HOW THIS FEATURE HELPED
YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Ladybug © February 2016

NAME: _________________________
CONCEPT CHART
Show how reading multiple articles developed your understanding of the
essential question or or your own inquiry question.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION OR INQUIRY QUESTION:

ARTICLE 1:
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ARTICLE 2:

ARTICLE 3:
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Glossary
bawl

to cry loudly or strongly

A calf bawling, far, far away. (p. 24)

bunk

a small bed

One night, Little Jim lay on his bunk in the bunkhouse
listening to all the night sounds. (p. 24)

horse to carry a rider
Little Jim had never saddled Rusty by himself, but he
had helped. (p. 25)

temperature

the amount of heat or cold in an
object or an environment

corral

an area with a fence around it; used to keep
horses and cattle from wandering away

But they can, and sometimes do, leave the den for
short periods of time, especially as the days grow
longer and outside temperatures begin to rise. (p. 13)

He went out to the corral. (p. 25)

thorn

cowboy

He looks for berry bushes, but they have only thorns
and brown leaves. (p. 12)

one who takes care of cattle or horses

Uncle Slim was a cowboy. (p. 22)

cyclone

one who takes care of cattle or horses

a short, stiff point on a plant stem or branch

treasure

money or valued things that have been
collected and are considered special

The wind becomes a wild cyclone… (p. 30)

Max and Kate are treasure hunting. (p. 3)

drowsy

vihuela

ready to fall asleep

an early type of stringed Spanish musical

instrument

Brown Bear phoned, “I’m drowsy. I need to go to
sleep.” (p. 14)

And Fox tunes up his bold vihuela… (p. 30)

hibernate

to sleep through the winter in a den or
burrow to save energy

wade

There they begin hibernating and are awake very little.
(p. 13)

Mums call, Dads pack, kids wade ashore… (p. 9)

to walk in water or something else that makes
movement slower or more difficult

invitation

a formal request to someone asking
them to go somewhere or do something
I sent out invitations to all the bears I knew, picked
pretty purple flowers and baked a plum… (p. 14)

Mariachi

a type of folk music that originates from

Mexico

Here’s Mariachi Rattlesnake! (p. 30)

metabolism

the processes in plants and animals
by which food is changed into energy or used to make
cells and tissues
As fall changes to winter and it grows cold, bears’
metabolisms slow down and they “go to den.” (p. 13)

pebble

a small rounded rock

Max and Mo find a small pebble. (p. 5)

saddle
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a leather seat that is used on the back of a
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Online Resources
Max and Kate
•

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/beaches.html

Learn fun facts about the beach.
See the Sea
•

http://www.thejennyevolution.com/best-books-beaches-children/

This website describes 20 books about beaches that children will love.
Winter Bear
•

http://www.kidzone.ws/lw/bears/facts02.htm

Read an article about hibernation and other fun facts about bears.
Come to My Tea Party
•

http://www.kidzone.ws/lw/bears/facts09.htm

This website contains information about 8 different bear types, from black bears to polar
bears.
A Rootin’ Tootin’ Cowboy
•

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayWazJ_y2vo

Watch a short video about a boy riding a horse. The video highlights the skills and qualities one needs to be a successful horseback rider (gearing up, attention to detail, patience…).
•

http://www.songdrops.com/funny-kids-songs-for-children/the-cowboy-song-the-life-of-a-cowboy.html

•

http://www.allmusic.com/album/cowboy-songs-for-children-mw0001295937

Listen to cowboy songs for children.
Mariachi Rattlesnake
•

http://kidworldcitizen.org/2014/06/19/mexican-mariachi-music/

Read a description of Mariachi and watch videos that demonstrate this musical style.
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