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Using this Guide

We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool, which is ideal for interdisciplinary 
learning of social studies and science content and core literacy concepts  Find practical advice 
for teaching texts individually or utilize a mini-unit that helps your students’ make cross-text 
connections as they integrate ideas and information  

READ MULTIPLE ARTICLES PAGES 4 – 9

Each text in this magazine is well-suited for teaching Common Core literacy concepts and content area knowledge  For 

each individual text page in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Prepare to Read
CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4

Common Core Connections to teach 
reading and writing standards 

CCSS.Writing.1, 2, 3 & 6

Content Concepts
Common Core Anchor Standards

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 11 – 13

Magazine texts can be easily grouped to make cross text 

connections and comparisons  Our Common Core mini-unit 

guides students to read and discuss multiple texts and integrate 

ideas and information (CCSS Reading 9)  Discussing multiple 

articles (CCSS SpeakListen 1, 2, 4) prepares students to write 

texts to share and publish in a variety of ways (CCSS Writing 2) 

Key Vocabulary 
CCSS.Reading.4

ARTICLES

ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 

ARTS 
CONTENT

CORE 
LITERACY

Close Reading Questions
CCSS.Reading.1-10

Essential Question
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READING
Core literacy concepts, such as the ones found in the Common Core State Standards, help students access social studies 

and science content  Integration of both literacy thinking and content study offers students a great way to become experts 

in reading informational text and literature for content knowledge   This guide provides questions to cover many core literacy 

concepts 

Common Core Reading, Speaking & Listening, and Writing

Draw Inferences (CCSS.Reading.1)     Summarize (CCSS.Reading.2) 
Describe Relationships (CCSS.Reading.3)   Determine Word Meaning (CCSS.Reading.4) 
Analyze Text Structure (CCSS.Reading.5)    Understand Author’s Point of View (CCSS. Reading.6)
Interpret Visual Information (CCSS.Reading.7)  Explain Reasons and Evidence (CCSS.Reading.8)

DISCUSSION OPTIONS—IN CLASS OR ONLINE

Text Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading the same text  Have students discuss the content, share 
ideas, and critically evaluate the text 

Jigsaw Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading different texts  Invite students to share information and 
resources with each other 

Whole Class: Launch with an essential question  Encourage students to find and share evidence from different texts 
building a greater understanding of the question 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Use the texts in this magazine to spark meaningful discussions in person and online  Encourage deeper discussions where 

students can become topic experts  (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4)

FOCUS STANDARD: CCSS. Reading 9: Integrate Ideas and Information:  
Have students read multiple texts from this magazine on the same topic, build knowledge, and make cross-text 
comparisons 

WRITING
Use the texts in this magazine to prompt informative/explanatory writing (CCSS.Writing.2). Have students use evidence from 

the texts to share information about social studies, language arts, or science content in the articles  See the Mini-Unit section 

of this guide (pages 11 – 13) as well as the text pages (pages 4 - 9) for ways to incorporate writing into your instruction
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ARTICLE: Max and Kate 
Magazine pages 3 - 7, Contemporary Realistic Fiction    

KEY VOCABULARY
bound (p. 4) to move by leaping 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  What is the setting of this story (place, season, time of day)? On what do you 

base your answers—the text, the illustrations, or both?

•  What do Kate and Max say that shows they might be competitive?

•  Where are Max’s and Kate’s stuffed animals on the first page? Why do you 

think they left them there? Look at the other pages  Why do you think the kids 

moved them?

•  The text on page 4 says, “A doggy bounds up to say hello ” What does the 

phrase “bounds up” mean? How does the dog say hello? \

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Evaluating Illustrations  CCSS Literature 7

Divide the class into five groups  Assign each group one page of the story  Each 

group’s task is to find all the details on the page that are not found in the story 

Writing Dialogue CCSS Writing 3

In pairs, students write a dialogue between Max and Kate as they walk home from 

the park  Include details from the story, such as what they did, what they thought 

of the dog, and how they felt about the weather 

Fluency CCSS Foundational Skills 4

Form groups of three  Instruct the students to assign roles: Max, Kate, and 

Narrator  In their groups, the students read the story aloud, each reading his/her 

part  If time allows, students can switch roles and read again  

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss what fun activities you can do outside when the weather is cold  Tell 

the students they’ll be comparing their list to Max and Kate’s activities  

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 4
90

Max and Kate are playing in the park when they are joined by a 

playful dog 

ELA CONCEPT

The text and illustrations work together 

to tell the complete story 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Writing

Imagine that when Kate and Max get 

home, they each draw a picture  Draw 

a picture one of them might make 

about their time at the park  Label 

their favorite parts  

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do authors and 
illustrators use words and 
pictures to help readers 
better understand their 
subjects?
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ARTICLE: The Moon Watches
Magazine pages 8 - 12, Folktale

KEY VOCABULARY
plains (p. 8) a large, flat, treeless 

piece of land

tusk (p. 8) a very long large tooth 

that sticks out when the mouth is 

closed

flick (p. 9) a sharp, jerky movement

foal (p. 10) a young animal of the 

horse family

nostrils (p. 10) the two outside 

openings in the nose  

longingly (p. 11) wishfully

pearl (p. 12) a smooth, hard, round 

object that is formed inside the shell of 

some sea animals plastic box used for 

moving things from one place to 

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Understanding Vocabulary  CCSS Literature 4

As a class, find these words in the story: “plains,” “tusk” (p  8); “flicks” (p  9); “foal,” 

“hoofs,” “nostrils” (p  10); “longingly” (p  11); and “pearl” (p  12)  Using context 

clues, define each word  Use a dictionary, if necessary  Assign a word (or words) 

to partners  Instruct them to put their words in a new sentence and then draw or 

act out the sentence 

Evaluating Illustrations  CCSS Literature 7

In pairs or small groups, students examine one page of the story and list where 

the illustration shows details from the text and where it gives extra information 

Analyze Structure of Text  CCSS Literature 5

This story is made up of five small stories  In pairs or small groups, discuss the 

following questions: What sentence appears in each? Why do you think the 

author repeated this sentence? Where else do you find it?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

• Notice how the illustrator paints the moon on each page  Do they look similar 

to or different from each other? Why does each young one see the moon 

differently?  Support your answer with details from the text  

• Which of the animals is nocturnal? How do you know? 

• How do the pictures help show the mood of the story? 

• What is the theme of this story? What details in the text and illustrations 

support this theme?   

PREPARE TO READ

Explain that this story takes place on the plains of Africa and involves animals  

Locate Africa on a world map or globe  List animals that might appear in the 

story  

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 7
20

Four young animals and a boy look up at their African moon  

Each has his/her own perception of what the moon is  

Meanwhile, the moon watches them all 

ELA CONCEPT

Author repeat sentences throughout 

the story to promote cohesiveness 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science

Research the behaviors of nocturnal 

and diurnal animals 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do authors and 
illustrators use words and 
pictures to help readers 
better understand their 
subjects? 
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ARTICLE: Snowflake Snowman
Magazine pages 18 - 20, Contemporary Realistic Fiction 

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Constructing Sentences CCSS Language 1

Conduct a verb search (floats, land, etc )  Use these verbs in new sentences 

(verbal or written)  Example: The balloon floats above my head.

Writing a Narrative Sequence CCSS Writing 3

Using the story as a model, write a new story and use the number words from 

the story  Example: One butterfly lands in on a flower. Ten butterflies fly to a tree. 

Continue as long as the numbers make sense in the story 

Compound Words CCSS Foundational Skills 3

Find the four compound words in the text  Discuss the meanings of the individual 

components and how they are combined to make a new word 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Who seems to be telling this story? How can you tell?

•  Find the cat on each page  Why do you think the cat goes where it goes?

•  How much time seems to be covered in this story? What details support this?

•  What details does the illustrator add to the story?

•  What guesses can you make about the three kids in the story? What details in 

the text and the illustrations help you make these guesses?

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss ways children can enjoy snow  If you live in a place with no snow, bring 

in pictures to display  Students can use their own experiences, the displayed 

pictures, and/or observed experiences through the media 

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 5
90

Three children enjoy a snowstorm as the snowfall increases 

from one flake to billions 

KEY VOCABULARY
lace (p. 19) to make a fancy open 

pattern

frost (p. 19) a covering of ice or 

snow on a cold surface 

drift (p. 20) to be carried by wind 

or water

ELA CONCEPT

Stories can be based on a pattern 

of increasing numbers, from one to 

billions 

Math

Find all the number words  Write 

them on small cards  Mix them up 

and put them in order from smallest 

to largest  Repeat, ordering from 

largest to smallest 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do authors and 
illustrators use words and 
pictures to help readers 
better understand their 
subjects? 
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ARTICLE: Slippery Sculptures
Magazine pages 22, Activity 

KEY VOCABULARY
artist (p. 22) a person who makes 

art

sculpture (p. 22) an object of art 

made carving, cutting, or molding

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Asking and Answering Questions  CCSS Literature 1

In pairs, students ask each other questions about the illustration  Tell them to 

answer in complete sentences  Example: Who is being fooled by the mailbox 

sculpture? The little boy is being fooled by the mailbox sculpture  Encourage the 

use of the words who, what, when, where, how and why 

Express Another’s Point of View CCSS Speaking and Listening 4

Artists often like to tell about their work  Ask students to choose an artist and 

speak to the class (partner, small group) as the artist  Describe why he/she chose 

the subject, what tools were used, the name of the sculpture, etc  

Setting Description CCSS Literature 3 

Assume the weather gets a little warmer, about 35°  Ask the students to describe 

the park on the following day  Describe the reactions of artists and visitors 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  How does the illustrator show which objects are the originals and which are 

sculptures?

•  What season must this event occur? Is your answer based on the text, the 

illustrations, or something else?

•  Are all the sculptures exact copies of the originals? Why or why not?

• What adjectives would you use to describe what you see in the illustration?

• What is the purpose of the question in the text? 

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss the meaning of the word sculpture  Display pictures of different types 

of sculpture  Discuss what elements sculptures can be made of and what tools 

may be needed 

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 5
80

Artists gather in a park and make ice sculptures of the objects 

they see around them 

ELA CONCEPT

Illustrators can use lots of detail to 

capture a reader’s interest 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do authors and illustrators 
use words and pictures to help 
readers better understand their 
subjects? 

EXTENSION

Science

Discuss the nature of ice: what is it 

made of, how it’s made,  and what 

conditions it requires to remain ice 

CROSS CURRICULAR
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ARTICLE: Not Now, Natalie!
Magazine pages 23 - 28, Contemporary Realistic Fiction       

KEY VOCABULARY
prance (p. 24) to move or walk in a lively, 

happy manner

disturb (p. 24) to  interrupt, bother

slouch (p. 25) to sit, stand, or move with a 

bent, careless posture 

shriek (p. 25) to cry out in a high-pitched 

voice

mutter (p. 25) to speak in a low tone that 

is hard to understand

destroy (p. 25) to mess up something so 

that it cannot be fixed 

reality (p. 28) a person, thing, or event 

that is real

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Comparing Text and Illustrations CCSS Literature 7

Compare the text to the illustrations on each page  How many details do the 

illustrations add that are not in the text? Would the story still be easily understood 

without the illustrations?

Retell Stories CCSS Literature 2 

List the main events from the story on chart paper  Cut apart the separate events  

Put the events back in order 

Narratives CCSS Writing 3

Create some dialogue: What might Natalie and her father say in order to get 

their family to make Natalie’s picture a reality? What might Natalie’s mother and 

siblings say in response?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Find all the ways Natalie moves from room to room  How do the ways she 

moves from room to room change as the story goes on? What causes the 

changes?

•  What does Natalie say to her father on page 26 that shows she’s already 

expecting to solve her own problem?

•  What is the purpose of this story? What lesson does it try to teach?  Use details 

from the story in your answer 

•  What will Natalie’s family have to do to make her picture a reality? What will 

they have to stop doing?

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss what students can do when they need help with a project  Then 

discuss what they can do if no one is available to help  Record their answers  

Tell students, as they listen, to compare their list with how the girl in the story 

deals with her problem 

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 4
80

Natalie needs help with her picture  She asks different family 

members but everyone is busy  In the end, her dad encourages 

her as she figures out how to help herself 

ELA CONCEPT
Stories can be told in a chronological 

sequence 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do authors and illustrators 
use words and pictures to help 
readers better understand their 
subjects?  

EXTENSION
Art
Form groups of 3-5 students  Each student 

gets a piece of paper  In the first 3 minutes, 

students draw a simple picture  Pass 

papers to the right  In the next 3 minutes, 

students add to picture in front of them  

Continue these 3-minute intervals for 2-3 

more times  The goal: Create from what 

you are given, as Natalie did 

CROSS CURRICULAR
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ARTICLE: Stay, Baby
Magazine pages 29 - 31, Humorous Poem 

KEY VOCABULARY
shriek (p. 29) to cry out in a high-

pitched voice

gale (p. 29) a strong wind

 

guffaw (p. 29) a loud burst of 

laughter

applause (p. 29) the clapping of 

hands to show approval

howl (p. 31) to make a long loud sad 

sound like that of a dog

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Compound Words CCSS Foundational Skills 3

Find the three compound words in the text  Discuss the meanings of the 

individual components and how they are combined to make a new word 

Understanding Verbs CCSS Literature 4

Find at least eight verbs in the text  Demonstrate your understanding of each 

word by doing one or more of the following: draw a picture of it, write it in a new 

sentence, or act it out 

Fluency CCSS Foundational Skills 4

Ask the students to read the poem aloud several times  When ready, volunteers 

may read the poem to the class  Encourage expression!

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  How does the dog feel about the baby at first (p  29)? On what do you base 

your answer?

•  What causes the dog’s change of attitude from the beginning to the end of the 

story?

•  What do these phrases mean?

  o     “shrieks a hurricane gale” (p  29) 

  o     “gets applause when she sits” (p  29)

•  What makes this a humorous poem? Use examples from the text and 

illustrations  

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss the possible relationship between a pet and a new baby, based on 

student experiences or one’s they’ve observed in other families or in the 

media 

A dog is bothered by a new baby but comes to see her good 

points 

ELA CONCEPT

A story can show how a character’s 

attitude can change 

CROSS CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Spelling

Find the rhyming pairs  Compare and 

discuss the spelling patterns 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do authors and illustrators 
use words and pictures to help 
readers better understand their 
subjects? 
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COMPARE TEXTS

COMPARING TEXTS

SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare texts they read  Help students find the 
connections between pieces of information in multiple texts  Use prompts, such as the 
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information 
(CCSS.Reading.9):

•  Find the stories that feature snow  Compare and contrast how each story features 
snow in the text, in the illustrations, or both  Decide in which stories snow is important 
and in which stories it isn’t   

•  Find stories that feature families (human and animals)  Compare and contrast: Who is 
in the family? How do the family members interact? How do you know the people (or 
animals) in the stories are actually families?

•  Find examples of humor in two or more stories  Compare and contrast how the 
authors and/or illustrators create these funny moments  

•  Find the texts that rhyme (poems and songs)  Compare and contrast rhyming 
patterns, use of humor, illustrations, and repetition 

•  Search the stories for interesting and/or challenging words  Create a glossary with 
definitions, new sentences, and illustrations 

•  Form a response to the essential question: How do authors and illustrators use words 
and pictures to help readers better understand their subjects? Use information from 
multiple articles 

CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS WITH MULTIPLE TEXTS

Ladybug © Novermber/December 201510
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Authors and illustrators use a combination of tools to build a reader’s understanding of their 
subject and point of view  In this mini-unit the students create charts that show how these 
tools are used in the genres of poetry, folktale, realistic fiction, and an activity 

ENGAGE: Students often experience what an author and illustrator intend with their text 
and art, but they don’t always realize how the author and illustrator achieve purpose. 
Start a discussion about some of the elements that can go into a text (e.g. descriptive 
language, action words, humor, pictures, graphics, etc.). Create a chart like the one below. 
Add student observations/knowledge.

EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN

MINI-UNIT

Ladybug © November/December 2015

ENGAGE READ AND 
COMPARE APPLY

11

Author and Illustrator Tools

Author and 
Illustrator Tools

Stories and Poems 
from Ladybug

Example from the 
Story or Poem

Share the essential question:
How do authors and illustrators use words and pictures to help 

readers better understand their subjects?
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CHOOSE A PURPOSE FOR READING
CLOSE READ: CCSS.Reading 1, 2, 3, 4 Read carefully to find key tools that authors and illustrators use   

COMPARE AND CONTRAST: CCSS.Reading 9  As students read sets of texts and examine the text 
and illustrations, they discover how authors and illustrators use various tools to build understanding      

READ AND COMPARE ARTICLES: Begin with a focus article as a base for building 
content knowledge and model how to work through the text.  

 1) READ ALOUD: Use “Snowflake Snowman” on pages 18-20 as a focus text, or choose a 
different text that works well for your teaching goals  Share the text summary on page 6 of 
this guide  Students can read using their own copies of the story and mark places they find 
interesting or have questions about with sticky notes  

 2) DISCUSS THE ARTICLE: After reading, guide students to turn and talk about the story  Have 
them focus on how the story is told by the text elements and the illustrations  Note: See the Text 
Pages for Close Reading Questions 

 3) READ NEW ARTICLES: Help students choose additional texts to read that will give them 
opportunities to examine the key elements (descriptive language, dialogue, action words, sound 
words, exaggeration, repetition, humor, and pictures) in the text and illustrations  Add their 
observations to the Author and Illustrator Tool Chart. Refer to the Text Pages for summaries of 
each text within Ladybug November/December 2015.

4) COMPARE ARTICLES: After students have read multiple texts, guide them to make cross-
text connections  Refer to page 10 for Cross-Text Comparisons, using prompts that help 
students integrate ideas and information 

Ladybug © November/December 2015

MINI-UNIT (cont )

12
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APPLY: CREATE SMALL-GROUP CHARTS

The students have read several texts and have discussed several tools authors and 
illustrators use to build meaning for the reader. Now it is time to create small-group 
charts that display specific ways authors and illustrators use their tools. Form the 
students into small groups. Instruct each group to choose a story or poem (or assign 
groups with a story or poem). Each group is responsible for creating a chart that 
shows how the chosen story/poem uses various author and illustrator tools. 

Ladybug © November/December 2015

MINI-UNIT (cont )

13

2. CLASS DISCUSSION

Review the class Author and Illustrator Tools chart to 

refresh the students’ understanding/memory of what 

they have learned so far  Tell the students that each 

group will have one large chart that they will fill in with 

information from their story  They will use the small 

charts to record their ideas before completing their 

large chart 

4. CLASS SHARING

When finished, give each group the opportunity 
to share their work with the class  Instruct groups 
to share the story/poem chosen, the brief main 
idea, and the details they’ve chosen to show how 
the author and illustrator supported the main 
idea 

1. BEFORE CLASS 

Copy the Author and Illustrator Tools Small 
Group Chart (page 14) for each small group 

Create large charts for each small group based 
on the Author and Illustrator Tools Small Group 
Chart 

3. SMALL GROUP WORK

Break into the small groups  Instruct the groups to fill 

in their Author and Illustrator Tools Small Group Chart 

graphic organizer as you guide them through it 

• Fill in Group Names
• Fill in name of story or poem (A) 
• Fill in the main idea (B)  This should be a 

brief statement, such as to tell a funny story, 
show animal imagination, or show a girl’s 
frustration  Offer guidance as needed 

• Fill in the words, phrases, and/or sentences 
the author used to support the main idea (C) 

• Fill in drawings and/or descriptive words that 
show how the illustrator supported the main 
idea (D) 

Once the groups have filled in their small charts, 
they transfer the information to the large chart  
Encourage the use of color and attractive 
presentation  
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GROUP NAMES: _________________________

Ladybug © November/December 201514

Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer

B. MAIN IDEA ________________________________________________________

A. STORY OR POEM
___________________________________________

C. AUTHOR D. ILLUSTRATOR

DIRECTIONS: Choose a story or poem  What is it mostly about? Write ways 
that the author and illustrator help the reader understand what the story is 
about  Use details from the story or poem 
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ANALYZE GRAPHIC FEATURES

GRAPHIC FEATURE HOW THIS FEATURE HELPED 
YOUR UNDERSTANDING

PAGE
LOCATION

NAME: _________________________

Ladybug © November/December 201515
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CONCEPT CHART

ESSENTIAL QUESTION OR INQUIRY QUESTION:

ARTICLE 1: ARTICLE 2: ARTICLE 3:

Show how reading multiple articles developed your understanding of the 
essential question or or your own inquiry question.

NAME: _________________________

Ladybug © November/December 2015



17 Ladybug © November/December 2015

applause  the clapping of hands to show approval 

…as she steps on my paw, steals my mom’s lap for her 
afternoon nap, gurgles and spits, gets applause when 
she sits. (p. 29)

artist  a person who makes art 

These artists look around the park and make ice 
sculptures about things they like. (p. 22)

bound to move by leaping 

A doggy bounds up to say hello. (p. 4)

destroy  to hurt or break something so that it 
cannot be fixed 

“My beautiful picture is destroyed,” she mutters to 
herself. (p. 25)

disturb  to interrupt, bother

Not to disturb you—but I need your help! (p. 24) 

drift  to be carried by wind or water 

Billions of snowflakes drift into our backyard. (p. 20)

flick  a sharp, jerky movement 

She presses close to her mother’s side, flicks her tail, 
and dreams of eating the juiciest leaf in the world. (p. 
9)

foal  a young animal of the horse family 

Dube the zebra foal sees it, and thinks it is the 
brightest zebra stripe of all. (p. 10)

frost  a covering of ice or snow on a cold surface 

Millions of snowflakes frost the trees and bushes. (p. 
19)

gale  a strong wind 

The new baby…tugs on my tail, shrieks a hurricane gale, 
laughs a loud –GUFFAW! (p. 29)

guffaw  a loud burst of laughter 

The new baby…tugs on my tail, shrieks a hurricane gale, 
laughs a loud –GUFFAW! (p. 29)

howl  to make a long loud sad sound like that of a 
dog 

But she… strokes my soft coat, and tickles my throat, 
spills her milk—yum! lets me lick off her thumb, opens 
up drawers I never sniffed in before, howls in the 
moonlight and kisses me goodnight. (p. 31)

lace  to make a fancy open pattern 

Hundreds of snowflakes lace the porch railing. (p. 19)

longingly  wishfully  

She stares longingly at it and wishes it would come 
down and let her splash in it. (p. 11)

mutter  to speak in a low tone that is hard to 
understand 

“My beautiful picture is destroyed,” she mutters to 
herself. (p. 25)

nostrils  the two outside openings in the nose  

He stamps his hoofs and blows through his nostrils, 
just to show how big he is getting already. (p. 10)

pearl  a smooth, hard, round object that is formed 
inside the shell of some sea animals 

Sometimes he thinks it is a huge pearl, hanging in the 
sky. (p. 12)

plains  a large, flat, treeless piece of land 

The moon watches over the dark plains of Africa. (p. 8) 

prance  to move or walk in a lively, happy manner 

Natalie prances to the kitchen. (p. 24)

reality  a person, thing, or event that is real 

“Want to make it a reality?” (p. 28)

sculpture  an object of art made carving, cutting, 
or molding 

These artists look around the park and make ice 
sculptures about things they like. (p. 22)

shriek  to cry out in a high-pitched voice 

“No!” Natalie shrieks. (p. 25)

Glossary
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Glossary
slouch  to sit, stand, or move with a bent, careless 
posture  

She slouches to the living room, kneels by the coffee 
table, and twirls her pencil in the air. (p. 25)

tusk  a very long large tooth that sticks out when 
the mouth is closed 

Lovu the elephant calf sees it, and thinks it is a huge 
elephant tusk guarding the night. (p. 8)
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Max and Kate

• http://boyslife org/outdoors/outdoorarticles/2576/winter-camping/

This website includes games such as tug of war, snow baseball, snow golf, and more 

The Moon Watches

• http://www animalfactguide com/animal-facts/

This website provide facts about each of the animals in this story, among others 

Snowflake Snowman

• http://handsonaswegrow com/24-snowman-crafts-kids/

This article gives easy ideas for making snowmen with paints, cotton, marshmallows, tin 
cans, and more 

Slippery Sculptures

• http://notjustcute com/2010/12/06/colorful-ice-sculptures/

This post shows a way to make ice sculptures without tools 

Not Now, Natalie!

• http://www nickjr com/nick-jr-originals/games/nick-jr-free-draw/

A fun online game that encourages experimentation 

Stay, Baby

• http://pbskids org/itsmylife/family/pets/article7 html

This website by PBS Kids gives information about a variety of pets 

Online Resources


