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I Spy 

Key Ideas and Details (RI1) Using Illustrations (RL7) Conventions of Standard English (L1, L2) 
 Work with a partner.  

 Ask your partner a question about the tails, such as, “Which tail is under the girl’s chair?” (tail 

#15) 

 After your partner answers, he/she asks you about a different tail. 

 Take turns until you’ve asked and answered about all the tails. 

 
 

Max and Kate 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL2, RL3)  
 How does Kate get her monarch caterpillars? 

 Why does she put them in a jar? 

 Who helps Kate? 

 Max says, “It's like me unzipping my sleeping bag!” What is he talking about? 

 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge (W7) 
 Find a book about monarch butterflies. 

 What new information can you learn about them? 

 

 
The Birthday Worm 

Rhyming (RF2 [K]) Conventions of Standard English (L1, L2) 

 Notice the rhyming pattern used in each stanza of the poem.  

 Finish this new stanza: 

Birds had a party 
Above the street 
Birds had ________ ________ 
________ ________ ________! 

 Now write new stanzas about different animals having parties. 

 

 
Mud-Pie Meg 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL2, RL3)  
 Who does Meg feed her first mud pies to? (pages 12 and 13) What are their reactions? 

 Why is Meg nervous when she learns her real birthday party will have mud pies? 

 What are the ingredients in the mud pie Meg has at her birthday party? Who makes it? Do the 

party guests like it? 
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In My Suit 

Using Illustrations (RL7) Conventions of Standard English (L1, L2) 
 Find the boy who is telling the poem in the illustrations. (hint: He’s the one with the blue jacket 

and the belt.) 

 Write or tell what the boy is doing. 

 Write or tell what will happen next. 

 And then what might happen? 

 
 

It’s Your Birthday!  
Key Ideas and Details (RL1) Using Illustrations (RL7) Conventions of Standard English (L1, L2) 

 Look at the illustration. Who is the party for? How can you tell? 

 Along with a cake and music, what else is included in the party? 

 Tell or write about what you like to have included in your birthday celebration. 

 

 
Moth or Butterfly? 

Rhyming (RF2 [K]) Phonics and Word Recognition (RF3)  
 Find the pairs of rhyming words.  

 Do they have the same spelling pattern? 

 

Using Illustrations (RL7) 

 Look at the butterflies and moths on page 20. Which are butterflies? Which are moths? 

 Use the illustrations and poems on page 21 to help you decide. 

 
 

Just Enough for Me 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL2, RL3)  

 At first, what does Nathan think about kindergarten? 

 List the things Nathan does during the first three days of kindergarten. 

 What happens on day three that causes him to stay another week? 

 What convinces Nathan to stay in kindergarten for the whole year? 

 
 

Dinosaur Stomp 

Fluency (RF4) Comprehension and Collaboration (SL1) 
 With a partner or small group, practice reading the poem aloud. 

 Take turns reading the poem. As one reads, the others act it out. Try to be great dinosaurs! 

 

 
Last Dance 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (L4)  

 Find these words and phrases in the story: autumn, celebrating, pirouette, chill, snuggle, window 
sill. 

 Using context clues (how the words are used in the story), what do you think each word or 

phrase means? Use the dictionary if you need to. 

 How many words can you act out? 

 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL2, RL3)  

 Why are the insects celebrating?  

 What will happen when the air gets chill? 

 
 



Braids 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL2, RL3, RL4) Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (L4) 
 What word in the poem means grandmother? 

 Describe the girl on the chair. (What does she look like? What does she seem to be feeling?) 

 What might the girl do when her grandmother is finished?  

 

 
Tea Party 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1) 
 What will they eat at the tea party? 

 What makes the teatime song? 

 

 

Molly and Emmett 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) 

 What special day is it? 

 What did Molly do to make it more special for Emmett? 

 What might the cake be made of? 

 How does Emmett feel at the end of the day? How can you tell? 


