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I Spy 

Using Illustrations (RL7) Conventions of Standard English (L1, L2) 
 Carefully look at the illustration. Can you find all the acorns? 

 Write or tell sentences about the acorns. Example: There are ___ acorns in the trees. 
 

 

Max and Kate 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3)  

 How many Vietnamese potbellied pigs are in the story? 

 What does Aunt Sue need help with? 

 What does Kate suggest? 

 What is Charlie’s idea? 

 Which name do you think Aunt Sue will choose? 

 What name would you suggest? 

 
 

Name That Pet 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) Using Illustrations (RL7) Rhyming (RF2 [K]) Fluency (RF4) 

Comprehension and Collaboration (SL1) 

 Find a partner to work with. Your job is to finish this poem. What clues can you use? 

 Once you’ve finished your poem, take turns reading it aloud. Does it sound just right? 

 Try adding one more stanza (2 more lines) about a different pet:  

o the first line gives a clue about the pet 
o the second line ends with the pet’s name 

o the last word of each line rhymes  
 Practice reading the poem aloud. Read it to the class.  

 

 

Fish Stew for Two 
Craft and Structure (RL4) Comprehension and Collaboration (SL1) 

 This story is full of alliteration (the use of words that begin with the same sound, such as big 
blue balloon).  

 Listen for alliteration in this passage from page 10: Kitten sat beneath the moon, wishing and 
waiting. Can you hear two words that begin with the same sound? What are they? 

 Listen for alliteration in this passage from page 11: He spattered the picnickers’ salad. He 
squished their berries. He spilled their juice. Which words begin with the same sound? 



 Listen for alliteration in another passage from page 11: He flung the leaves. He flattened the 
flowers. He flipped the dirt. Can you hear the words in which the first two sounds are the same? 

What are the two sounds? 
 Listen for alliteration in this passage from page 13: He pushed the fisherman’s pail. He pawed 

the fisherman’s net. He poked and pulled on the fisherman’s shoelaces. Which four words begin 

with the same sound? 
 

Comprehension and Collaboration (SL1) Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (L4) Using Illustrations (RL7) 

 Find a partner.  
 Read this list of action words from the story. How many of them can you act out? wishing, 

waiting, fluffed, perked, wiggled (page 10); spattered, squished, spilled, scampered, flung, 

flattened, flipped (page 11); skittered, worried, hoping, wishing (page 12); pushed, pawed, 

poked, pulled, pounced (page 13) 
 Try acting some of these words out for your classmates. Can they figure out which words you are 

acting out? 

 Another activity: try drawing pictures of the action words. Can others figure out which words you 

have drawn? 
 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) 

 How many places does Kitten visit? How does he get to each place? 

 What does the fisherman do that shows he understands kittens? 

 
 

Hide-and-Seek Shadow 
Rhyming (RF2 [K]) Fluency (RF4) Comprehension and Collaboration (SL1) 

 Can you find the one rhyming pair? 

 Practice reading the poem aloud. Read it to a classmate or the whole class. 

 
Using Illustrations (RL7) Conventions of Standard English (L1, L2)  

 The question on the bottom of page 15 says, “What differences do you see in these pictures?” 

 Tell or write sentences that show the differences you find.  

 Example: In the first picture, a cat is behind the tree. In the second picture, a raccoon is behind 
the tree. 

 
 

Tall Enough 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL2, RL3) Craft and Structure (RL4) 

 How does Andy feel about being short at the beginning of the story? 

 How does he use a chair and then a box to help with this? How well do they work? 

 What is Patches problem? What does Andy do to help her? 

 How does Andy feel about being short at the end of the story? What things does he do in the last 

paragraph that shows this?  

 
 

I’m a Nut 
Comprehension and Collaboration (SL1) Fluency (RF4) 

 Go to www.ladybugmagkids.com/sing. Listen to the song one or more times.  

 In small groups, follow along on pages 22-23 until you can sing the song on your own.  

 Perform the song for the class. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.ladybugmagkids.com/sing


Mr. Scarecrow 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1) 
 Find all the animals in the picture. 

 Where are they? What are they doing? What do they look like? 

 

 
Grandpa’s Garden 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (L4) 

 Find these words in the story: arching, stalks, husks, tassels (p. 25), kernels, husks, attached, 
chomped (p.26) autumn, withered, cushions (p. 27), tepee (p. 28), compost (p. 29). 

 Using context clues (how the words are used in the story), what do you think each word means? 

Use the dictionary if you need to. 

 Try using the words in new sentences.  

 Try acting some of the words out. 

 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) Craft and Structure (RL4, RL6) 

 Who is telling this story? 

 What words in the first paragraph show how he feels about his grandpa’s garden? 

 List all the things the boy does in his grandpa’s garden. 

 What seems to be his favorite thing to do in the garden? 

 Why does the boy’s Grandma ask him if there are mice in the garden? 

 
 

Piles of Leaves 

Rhyming (RF2 [K]) Phonics and Word Recognition (RF3) 
 Find the rhyming pairs. Do they have the same spelling pattern? 

 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) 
 Have you raked leaves before?  

 If you have, tell about a time you raked leaves. Was it fun? How did your time raking leaves 

compare to this family’s time? 

 
 

What Will Mother Nature Wear? 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL2, RL3)  
 When does Mother Nature wear green? Gold? White? 

 What other colors does Mother Nature wear? When? 

 

 
Ladybug, Muddle, Thud 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1)  

 Name at least five things that Ladybug, Muddle, and Thud put in their soup. 

 Why do they need a big pot? 

 What will they use to find directions for making soup? 

 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge (W7)  

 Do you know what each of the vegetables is and what it looks like? 

 Find a book that shows different kinds of vegetables and learn about them. 

 
Conventions of Standard English (L1, L2) 

 Tell or write some sentences about vegetable soup. 

o What vegetables would you put in your soup? 
o Are there vegetables you would not put in your soup? 



 

 
Molly and Emmett 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3)  
 Which events in this story (and illustrations) could happen in real life? 

 Which events could not happen in real life? 

 Can you explain your answers? 

 


