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Gail Terp is a retired elementary school teacher and freelance writer who loves connecting kids and 
books. Her blog, Best Blog for Kids Who Hate to Read (http://gailterp.com), is a family blog for reluctant 
readers and their parents. 
 
 
I Spy 
Writing Sentences (W3, L2) Comprehension and Collaboration (SL1) 

• Give each of the three dog characters a name. 
• What does each dog say? Write a line of dialogue for each dog. 
• Share your dialogue with a classmate or with the class. 

 
Max and Kate 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) Using Illustrations (RL7) 

• Who took Max and Kate to the museum? 
• Was Kate mad when Max said she had big feet? How do you know? 
• What information do the illustrations tell you about the museum café?  

 
City Stretches 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (L4) 

• Find these words and phrase: skyscrapers, subways, bridges, elevators, taxis, revolving doors, 
and sunrise. Use context clues to come up with a definition of each word. If needed, check with a 
dictionary. 

• Take turns acting out the sentences and let the others guess what you are. 
 
Afternoon with the Dinosaurs 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (L4) 

• Find these phrases in the story: board the train, clouds float overhead, reflected in hundreds of 
shiny windows (p. 10), banner billowing from its pillars (p. 11), speckled brown eggs, a tiny 
model dinosaur (p. 12), glide from tree to tree (p. 14), and screeches to a halt (p. 15). Using the 
text and the illustrations, what do you think they mean? 

• Try using each phrase in your own sentence. 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) 

• What was the top-secret adventure? 
• Why was it such a good surprise for Liam? 
• What did Liam and Sunny learn about baby dinosaurs when they hatched? Did they all need the 

same amount of care from their mothers? 
• What did they learn about dinosaur feathers? What might the dinosaurs have used them for? 
• How would you describe how Liam and Sunny felt about each other? 

 
Big Rock Candy Mountains 
Comprehension and Collaboration (SL1) Fluency (RF4) 

• Go to www.ladybugmagkids.com/sing. Listen to the song one or more times.  
• In small groups, follow along on pages 16-17 until you can sing on your own. 
• Sing the song for the class. 

 



The Queen of Hearts 
Using Illustrations (RL7) Writing Sentences (W2, L2) Comprehension and Collaboration (SL1) 

• Find the 12 tarts. 
• Choose one of the tarts and write a sentence about it. Describe the tart so well that a classmate 

can find it in the illustration. Example: Find the tart that has a cat’s tail curled around it. 
• Read your sentence to a classmate. Can she/he find the tart you described? 

 
Mitzi Was Ditzy 
Rhyming (RF2 [K]) Phonics and Word Recognition (RF3) Fluency (RF4) 

• Find the rhyming pairs.  
• Do the words in each pair have the same spelling pattern? 

Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) 
• What things did Mitzi do that a real fly might do? What did she do that a real fly couldn’t do? 
• Find the question Mitzi asks the dog. What would the dog’s answer probably be? 

 
The Opposite 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) 

• What did The Opposite always do?  
• What are two things The Opposite did that got Nick in trouble? 
• How did Nick get The Opposite to show itself to Nick’s teacher? 
• How did Nick fix his elephant picture? 
• How did Nick get The Opposite to go away? 
• How would you describe The Opposite?  
• How would you describe Nick? 
• Read this sentence from the end of the story. “Nate’s teacher and class persuaded themselves 

that they had never seen The Opposite and that none of it had ever happened.” Why do you 
think they did that? 

 
A Circle of Sun 
Rhyming (RF2 [K]) Fluency (RF4) Craft and Structure (RL4) 

• Find the three rhyming pairs.  
• Practice reading the poem aloud. When you are ready, read or recite it to a partner. 
• What do you think the poet wanted you to feel when you read this poem? Does the poem make 

you think of a time when you felt this way? 
 
My Valentine 
Craft and Structure (RL4)  

• The poet, Robert Lewis Stevenson, wrote this poem a long time ago. For whom do you think he 
wrote it? What makes you think that? 

• What are the things he wants to give this person? 
• Is this a good title for this poem? Why? 

 
Molly and Emmett 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1, RL3) 

• What present does Emmett plan to give to Molly on Valentine’s Day? 
• Why doesn’t he give it to her? 
• What present does Emmett give Molly? Is she pleased? 
• Has something like this ever happened to you? 


