
Teacher’s Guide for LADYBUG 
January 2013 

Teacher’s Guide prepared by Gail Terp (http://gailterp.com)  
 

Max and Kate 
Key Ideas and Details, Making Inferences (RL1, RL3, RL4), Vocabulary Use (L5) 

• Kate makes 3 comparisons while she and Max are shopping. What do they compare?  
• Why doesn’t Max hear Kate when she tries one last comparison?  
• Discuss how similes are made by using the phrase “is like.”  
• Discuss the meaning of each simile. Guess what Kate’s last simile might be. 

 
Winter Dance 
Rhyming (RF2) 
Find the pairs of rhyming words.  
Fluency (RF4, SL1) 
Practice reading the poem aloud (as a class, in pairs, individually).  
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, Collaboration (RL7, RL10, SL1) 
Divide the class into 6 groups and assign each group a line. Each group decides how to act out its line. 
Perform as a whole class. 
 
City Sounds 
Rhyming (RF2) 
Find the pairs of rhyming words.  
Fluency (RF4, SL1) 
Practice reading the poem aloud (as class, in pairs, individually). Add sound effects. 
Making Inferences, Integration of Knowledge and Ideas (RL1, RL7) 

• Compare the day and night illustrations. What stays the same? What changes?  
• What can you infer about this city from the poem? From the illustrations? 

 
Making Music 
Key Details and Inferences (RL1, RL3) Using Illustrations (RL7) 
What does the text and the illustrations tell you about the child? 
 
Murray Malone 
Rhyming (RF2) 
Find all the words that rhyme with Murray. Compare the spellings.  
Using Illustrations (RL7) 
Before listening to the song (www.ladybugmagkids.com/sing), discuss what the song might sound like 
(slow, dreamy, fast, jumpy…) by studying the lyrics and illustration. 
 
What Do You See? 
Rhyming (RF2) 
Find the 4 rhyming words.  
Key Details and Inferences (RL1) Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Making Connections (RL7) 
Compare and contrast how this poem is like what the students’ see from the windows of their own 
homes. 
 
Tracy’s Apartment Building 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Making Connections, Using Illustrations (RL7)  
In small groups or pairs:  

• Discuss which apartments the students would most like to live in. 
• Ask each other questions, based on the information on pages 15, 16 and 17. For example: Which 

apartments have pets?  
 



The Milky Way 
Rhyming (RF2) 
Find the pairs of rhyming words.  
Fluency (RF4, SL1) 
Practice reading the poem aloud (as a class, in pairs, individually). Create new illustrations. 
 
Eli Escapes 
Central Message (RL2) Character Description (RL3, RL7) 

• Discuss how Eli’s attitude toward waiting in line changes from the beginning of the story to the 
end. What causes this change in attitude? 

• Why is this story titled Eli Escapes? 
Key Details and Inferences (RL1, RL3) 
What prompts Eli to start pretending to be: 

• a pirate 
• a starship commander 
• a cowboy sheriff 

 
Mrs. Possum’s Pookie 
Rhyming (RF2) 
Find the pairs of rhyming words. Do all the pairs have the same spelling patterns? 
Key Details and Inferences (RL1, RL3) Using Illustrations (RL7) 
During each of the stanzas, the members of the Possum family are busy. How do they seem to feel about 
their activities? Does anyone seem annoyed with Pookie? Why? 
Fluency (RF4, SL1) 
Practice reading the poem aloud (as class, in pairs, individually). As some read the poem to the class, 
others act out each stanza. 
 
Picture Books in Winter 
Rhyming (RF2) 
Find the pairs of rhyming words. Does each of the pairs have the same spelling pattern? Do all the 
rhyming pairs actually rhyme? 
Key Details and Inferences (RL1) Vocabulary (RL4, L4) 

• List all the things the poet says are found in a picture book. Use the dictionary to look up any 
unfamiliar words. 

• Brainstorm and add to the list other things that can be found in a picture book. 
 
Ladybug, Muddle, & Thud: Getting Ready for New Year’s 
Key Details and Inferences (RL1) 
How did Ladybug, Muddle and Thud break their New Year’s Resolutions? 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: Making Connections (RL7) 
List resolutions the students have. Discuss whether they will be easy or hard to keep. 
 
Sing-Song 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1) 
In what ways is the girl in the poem dealing with the cold weather of winter? 
 
Molly and Emmett 
Key Ideas and Details (RL1) 
Molly tells Emmett they aren’t allowed on the ice. Was it a good thing or a bad thing Emmett went on the 
ice anyway? Why? 


