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Year by the National Council for the Social Studies.   
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The following teacher’s guide is designed to assist the classroom teacher in using the April 2012 issue of 
Ladybug Magazine. Common Core Standards are addressed in the guide including a focus on reading in-
formational text ,vocabulary development, phonics, decoding skills, listening skills, and fluency.  
 
Students are introduced to a variety of materials on different topics and genres to build their knowledge, 
experience and joy of reading. Questions are scaffolded and a variety of writing opportunities are sug-
gested throughout the teaching guide. Oral speaking and listening standards are also addressed in the 
guide as well as offering cross curricular activities to help you utilize the magazine in your classroom.  
 
Lessons can be used in small group, partners, individuals or whole class instruction formats and the ses-
sions are a suggestion and the sequencing of the material can depend upon your individual preferences 
and students.  
   
Helpful reminders:    
Pre-Reading: Pre-reading prepares students for learning by activating their prior knowledge about the 
topic featured in the text.  
During-Reading: Reading strategies teach comprehension by making connections, generating ques-
tions, and determining importance by guiding the reader to use proficient reader strategies.  
After-reading: After activities connect the old and new knowledge and help students frame it in some 
way to their lives.  
 
Objectives:   
1. analyzed word similarities and differences  
2. read with accuracy and increased fluency during partner reading and independent reading activities.   
3. increased their listening and speaking vocabulary as well as conversational skills.   
4. shown evidence of listening and reading comprehension.  
5. demonstrated accurate story imaging or visualization skills.   
6. demonstrated an ability to sequence events in a story. 
7. identified rhyming words in a poem.    
8. read with appropriate expression and movement as they acted out a part.    
9.demonstrated the ability to write on task. 
  
   
Materials:    
copies of the April issue of Ladybug 
crayons 
drawing paper  
websites of interest 
 
Session 1:  



 

 

1.Explain that in the reading ”Max and Katie”, Katie’s hen laid eggs. Ask the students if they have any 
prior knowledge about chickens. Ask the students to list all the different ways people use eggs. (scram-
bled, used to make cakes, brownies, hard-boiled, for pancakes, etc.) 
Have the students draw a picture of their favorite use of an egg.  
2. Assign the students a partner and distribute a copy of Ladybug to share. Introduce the magazine issue 
by doing a picture walk through. Discuss the cover and the pictures in the issue and allow time for the 
students to share personal comments, reactions, and predictions related to what they see as you intro-
duce the issue.  
3. Have students open to the story “Max and Kate” by Mick Manning on pages 3-7.  
4. Remind the students that punctuation at the end of a sentence helps the words come across with 
more feeling. Also point out that quotation marks are used to let the reader know that someone is speak-
ing. Before reading the story, have students find examples of the different characters speaking and say 
the sentence with the feeling expressed by the punctuation clues. Next, read the story aloud, stopping to 
discuss content.   
5. Have the students turn to page 4 and encourage the students to offer descriptive phrases to describe 
different things that they see in the illustrations. Encourage the students to grow a sentence. Have an-
other student repeat and add another description to the first phrase. Then have students put all the in-
formation together to create a larger sentence. Continue with other starter sentences and grow descrip-
tive additions 
6. After reading the story, give partners of student a piece of paper and tell them to divide the paper in 
half. Place the word NOUN on one side and VERB on the other. Discuss words that are people, places 
and things are nouns and that words that show actions are verbs. 
7. Have the students refer back to the story and find as many NOUNS and VERBS as they can, then 
place them in the proper column. 
8. After about 10 minutes, have the class regroup and have the students share their words. 
 
Session 2: 
1. Have the students share any prior knowledge they might have on spiders. Ask the students if they 
know the nursery rhyme “Little Miss Muffet.” 
Encourage students to recite the poem: 
Little Miss Muffet 
Sat on a tuffet  
Eating her curds and whey,  
Along came a spider,  
Who sat down beside her  
And frightened Miss Muffet away  
-Mother Goose 
2. Depending on the age, have the students review the handout on spiders from this link: 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/arachnids/spider/Spiderprintout.shtml Write 5 facts learned 
about spiders. 
3. Explain to the students that they will be reading about a spider that is looking for just the right place 
to spin its web. Have the students turn to “Aranya Tries Again” by Liz Rice, on pages 12-15.  
3.Have students take turns reading a part of the story, stopping after each page to discuss. 
4.After reading, have students draw a picture of a spider and write a short poem or day in the life of a 
spider. 
5. Learn about spiders: http://www.kidzone.ws/lw/spiders/facts.htm and 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/arachnids/Arachnidprintouts.shtml Write 5 facts about spi-
ders onto index cards to hang in the room. 
 
Session 3: 
1. Have the students draw/color a picture of a house. On the page, have the children write as many jobs 
are needed to build a house. Regroup and discuss their lists. For example jobs may include: carpenter, 
electrician, painter, landscaper, roofer, plumber, etc. 



 

 

Explain in the reading ”The Empty Field Next to My House” by Susan Beroza, on pages 16-19, they will be 
reading about how an empty field turned into a house. 
2. With a partner, have the students open to “The Empty Field Next to My House”, on pages 16-19, and 
read the story. 
3.After reading, pass out 5 index cards or strips of paper. Have the students identify 5 events that took 
place in the story and place each event on one of the index cards or strips of paper. Discuss sequencing 
and have the students exchange their cards with another group to place the story in proper order. 
4. Review for Nouns and Verbs. Have the students find as many nouns and action verbs in the poem.  
Regroup and review the lists. 
 
Session 4: 
1. Ask the students if they have ever done something to help an older family member or neighbor. En-
courage the students to share their experience. Explain that in the story “Imogene’s Egg” by Eve Bunting, 
on pages 24-29,a young boy helps a neighbor, Miss Ellen. He places an egg in the nest of her old hen, 
Imogene, so the next day, Miss Ellen finds that her egg has given her an egg for breakfast. 
2. Have the students turn to “Imogene’s Egg” on pages 24-29, and have students take turns reading a 
section of the story, stopping after each page to discuss for comprehension and to make comments. 
3. Have students do the following graphic organizer: 
Steps to problem solving: 
A. What is Imogene’s problem? 
B Who was involved?  
C, Where did the problem occur?  
D When did the problem occur?  
E. What steps were taken to solve the problem? 
I. Who helped solve the problem? 
Regroup and discuss. 
4. Pass out 5 index cards or strips of paper. Have the students identify 5 events that took place in the 
story and place each event on one of the index cards or strips of paper. Discuss sequencing and have the 
students exchange their cards with another group to place the story in proper order. 
5. Discuss syllables and how breaking a word up into parts helps to decode the pronunciation of a word 
and helps to learn how to spell the word.  Use techniques shared in prior issues as to how to count sylla-
bles (i.e., hand under your chin and each time your chin drops is a syllable.)  Have students find all the 
words they can locate in the story that have TWO syllables.  Next, have students find words that have 
THREE or more syllables. Regroup and discuss the answers. 
6. Discuss what a summary is. Ask the students to make a summary of their favorite story, movie or tele-
vision show. Write a summary of the story explaining what the story is about. Encourage students to 
share their summary with the class. 
7. Have the students answer the following comprehension questions: 
A. Where does the boy get the eggs to place in Imogene’s basket? (his family’s refrigerator) 
B. What is the name of the boy’s cat? (Shadow) 
C. Why does the boy do this nightly activity? (Imogene has stopped laying eggs and want to be helpful to 
the older woman) 
D. Why does the cat stay outside the hen house? (It upsets Imogene) 
E. Why can the boy see what he is doing in the hen house? (Miss Ellen leave the light on) Why does Miss 
Ellen do this? (says hens are afraid of the dark) 
F. Where did Miss Ellen get the “second” egg? (Imogene laid the egg) 
G. Why didn’t Miss Ellen let on that she knew what the boy did every night? (she and Imogene liked his 
visits) 
 
Session 5: 
1. With a partner, read the following poems: “The Fairies’ Washday” on page 8-9,“The Steam Shovel” by 
Rowena Bennett, on pages 20-21, and “Rooster-Doodle -Do” by Leslie Sharpe, on pages 22-23.Which 
poem did you like best and why? Write a paragraph explaining why you picked the poem as your favorite. 



 

 

2. Have students find the rhyming patterns in each poem and brainstorm a list of additional words that 
would also rhyme with these words. Continue reviewing nouns and verbs and have the students make a 
list by reviewing the two poems. 
3. Have students turn back to “The Fairies’ Washday” on pages 8-9, and write 3 descriptive sentences for 
things they see in the illustration. 
4. Have the students turn to “The Steam Shovel” on pages 20-21 and have the students find all the 
words that start with S and then write a short poem using these words. Regroup and review the activi-
ties. 
 
Overall Assessment:  
The teacher will assess children’s:   
1.) ability to work together with a partner or in groups.  
2.) illustrations. These will be evaluated for the accuracy of details represented.  
3.) transfer of new words to their speaking vocabulary.  
4.) ability to clearly express ideas during discussions.  
5.) attentiveness, ability to follow directions, listening comprehension, and reading comprehension. 
6.) ability to verbally identify rhyming words. 
7.) ability to read with accuracy and increasing fluency. 
8.) visualization skills for accuracy and creativity. 
9.) sequencing of sketches to accurately represent the order of events in a story.  
10. reading performance for appropriate expression and movement as they acted out a part.  
11. demonstrated the ability to evaluate a piece of writing. 
 

 

 

 


