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Teacher's Guide prepared by Gail Skroback Hennessey  

  
Gail Hennessey taught social studies at Harpursville Central School in New York State for 33 years. She 
writes often for children’s publications and is the author of six books for teachers and students. In 1988, 
she was named Outstanding Elementary Social Studies Classroom Teacher of the Year from the New York 
State Council for the Social Studies and also named Outstanding Elementary Social Studies Teacher of the 
Year by the National Council for the Social Studies. Check out her helpful Web site for teachers at 
www.gailhennessey.com  
  
 
The following teacher’s guide is designed to assist the classroom teacher in using the July/August 2011 
issue of Ladybug Magazine to foster listening, reading, writing and thinking skills with your students. Ad-
ditional different genres such as fiction, poetry, song, and informational articles are included to help in-
troduce young children to the variety of reading materials. Throughout the guide, skills in vocabulary 
building, reading, writing, listening and cross curricular activities are included to help you utilize the 
magazine in your classroom. Lessons can be used in small group, partners, individuals, or whole class  
instruction format. 
 
Helpful websites with reading strategies 
http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-
12/Reading/Reading%20Strategies/reading%20strategies%20index.htm 
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/ 
http://www.sarasota.k12.fl.us/sarasota/interdiscrdg.htm#Other%20Activities%20for%20the%20Readin 
http://www.manning.k12.ia.us/HighSchool/teachers/ludwig/Reading%20Strategies.html 
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101 
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/RoadtoRead/part3c.html 
 
Helpful  reminders: 
Pre-Reading: Pre-reading prepares students for learning by activating their prior knowledge about the 
topic featured in the text. 
 
During-Reading: Reading strategies teach comprehension by making connections, generating questions 
, an determining importance by guiding the reader to use proficient reader strategies. 
 
After-reading: After activities connect the old and new knowledge and help students frame it in some 
way to their lives. 
from: http://www.bayvieweduc.ednet.ns.ca/Smoran/Reader'sworkshop/before_during_after_reading.htm 
 
 
Time: Approximately 30-40 minutes each session with post activities completed later in the 

day. 
Objectives:  
Following instruction and teacher modeling, students will demonstrate through oral responses and artistic 
productions that they’ve:  
1. analyzed word similarities and differences as reflected in their ability to find and frame words.   
2. appropriately participated in chorally reading activities.  
3. read with accuracy and increased fluency during partner reading and independent reading activities.  
4. increased their listening and speaking vocabulary as well as discourse skills.  



 

 

5. shown evidence of listening and reading comprehension. This is demonstrated in their contributions to 
class discussions.   
6. demonstrated accurate story imaging or visualization skills.  
7. identified rhyming words in a poem.   
8. read with appropriate expression and movement as they acted out a part.  
9. created illustrations that creatively portray the topic or text.   
10. demonstrated the ability to evaluate a piece of writing. This is expressed in their comments and reac-
tions about selections.  
 
 
Bloom’s Taxonomy: Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, and Synthesis 
 
Materials: 
copies of the July/August issue of Ladybug 
drawing paper and crayons 
Internet sites 
Journals 
 
Session 1:  
1.  If possible, start by showing the students a postcard. Ask if they have ever received a postcard from a 
family member of friend. How did they feel getting the postcard? Did they place the postcard in any spe-
cific place in the home? Etc. Continue by ask the students to share places they may have gone or might 
like to go and draw a postcard of their trip location. Have the students write a caption to go on their 
postcard. Encourage students to share their postcard and caption with the rest of the class. 
2.  Assign students a partner and pass out copies of the issue of Ladybug. Have the students do a picture 
walk through of the issue having students share their comments, reactions and predictions about what 
they will be reading in the issue.  
3.  Have the students turn to “ Max and Kate” by Mick Manning on pages 3-7.  Remind the students that 
punctuation at the end of a sentence helps the words come across with more feeling. Ask the students to 
list different types of punctuation that can be found at the end of a sentence. Encourage the students to 
write a creative sentence with the different punctuation and ask another student to read the sentence 
with proper feeling. Also point out that quotation marks are used to let the reader know that someone is 
speaking. Have students read the comments from Katie on her postcard. 
4.   Explain to the students that when you read, you should try and make connections that will help you 
to remember what you read.  Making text to self connections may include asking the students if their 
best friend has ever gone away on vacation or moved. How did they feel? What did they do while their 
friend was away? Etc. 
5. Have the students turn to page 7 and describe the different things they see in the illustration. Have 
the students look at the postcard sent by Katie. What are some things in the illustration that suggest that 
she is at a beach. 
6. Write the words noun and verb onto the chalkboard or chart paper.  Have the students review the 
reading to find examples of action verbs and nouns and place them under the proper heading.  Encour-
age students to demonstrate the action verbs they have listed. 
7. Have the students write a short paragraph on a place they’d like to go on vacation. Draw/color a pic-
ture to go with the paragraph. 
 
Session 2:  Dog Talk by Pat Trollinger, pages 10-13 
1. Ask the students if they have a dog?  What types of dogs are your favorites? Etc. Encourage students 
to discuss the topic of dogs. Explain that the story “Dog Talk” is written from the prospective of a dog 
telling humans hints about what some dogs might be communicating to them. 
2. Assign a partner and pass out copies of the July issue of Ladybug and have the students turn to “Dog 
Talk” by Pat Trollinger, on pages 10-13. 
3. Have students take turns reading sections, stopping after each page to discuss for comprehension. 



 

 

4. Review syllables. Have students place their hand under their chin. Say the word alphabet. Have the 
students repeat the word.  Explain that each time the chin drops is one syllable. Have partners search the 
reading for examples of words with two or more syllable. Regroup and review the responses. 

5. This site has lots of fun facts about dogs. Facts sheet about dogs: 
http://www.loveyourdog.com/facts.html  and 
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/dog.html  

In small groups, have the students write 7 questions using one of the fact sheets, and then exchange 
their questions with another group to answer. Regroup and have the students draw/color a picture of 
their favorite breed of dog and write 4 cool facts about dogs learned from the sheets. 

Session 3:  Poem Honking Goose- Gabby Geese by Carolyn Mott Ford, pages 18-  21 
1. With a partner, read the poem, “Honking Goose-Gabby Geese” by  Mott Ford, on pages 18-21. 

2. Do the following graphic organizer: 

What are Groups Called? 

Pride     Fish 

Flock     Geese 

School     Lions 

Gaggle     Bees 

Swarm     Sea gulls 

Match the terms with the creature. 

This site has more names for groups of animals and also the names of babies and adults. 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/animals/Animalbabies.shtml  For example: a baby kangaroo 
is called a joey and a group of kangaroo is a troop or mob.  Give the students the chart and have them 
make a list of 5-10 animals for another group to answer. For example, what is the term for a group of 
hummingbirds? Answer-charm. 

2. More practice with syllables. Find words that have three or more syllables. 

Session 4:   
1. Show a picture of a dolphin. See this video clip: 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/animals/creaturefeature/bottlenose-dolphin/  
Write 3 facts learned about the dolphin.   Ask the students what are some facts they know about dol-
phins. Give the students the following activity sheet. 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/whales/label/labeldolphin.shtml Have students label the 
parts of a dolphin. Other activities include a dot-to-dot: 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/whales/activities/dots/Bottlenosedots.shtml  
Learn more about the dolphin at this link: 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/animals/creaturefeature/bottlenose-dolphin/ 
2.  Have the students open to “Dolphin Day” by Suzanne Kamata on pages 22-27. 
3. Skim the reading for possible vocabulary words that need highlighting. Words might include: marine 
biologists, pontoon boat, disinfectant. 



 

 

4. Have the students take turns reading a selection from the reading, stopping after each page to review 
for comprehension and encouraging comments and connections. 
5. Continue focusing on Nouns and Verbs and have students identify 7 nouns and 7 verbs in the reading 
on page 24.  
6. With a partner, do the following graphic organizer: 
Dolphin facts: 
A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
(possible answers: clicking sounds to communicate, blowholes on top of head, black eyes, cold 
rubbery nose) 
Draw/color a picture of a dolphin and write 4 facts, learned from the video, website and reading, on the 
paper. 
7. Write a paragraph pretending to be a dolphin and tell about your day. How do you feel living at the 
marine park? What do you see during your day?  
  
Session 5: 
1.  Review how cartoon stories works and have partners open to “Mop and Family” by Martine Scheep, 
on pages 32-33. Allow the students to review the illustrations and encourage the students to share their 
comments, questions and predictions.  
2. Encourage students to make text-to-self connections.  Have you ever been hear a noise and went to 
investigate where it came from?  Have you ever had a surprise and if, so, what was the reason for the 
surprise and what was the surprise? 
3.  Select students to be the different characters (there will be multiple characters parts so that all can 
read aloud). Have someone assigned to do the sound words, too.  Remind students to read with feeling. 
After finishing the first read through, reread doing the same method.  
 
Session 6: 
1. With a partner, read the poem ”Best Friend” on pages 8-9, by Claire Bokio and “Sea Story”, on pages 
30-31, by Nancy Viau. Find rhyming patterns and then brainstorm as many other words that word rhyme 
with the rhyming words. 
Find examples of nouns and verbs in both poems. 
2. With a partner, read “Pop Corn” on page 34, by Anne Torgerson. Make a graphic organizer: Write four 
descriptive phrases for each. 

Penguin  Bear     Fox 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Write a paragraph of 4-5 sentences describing one of the “hot” critters. 

Regroup and discuss the poems and activities. Ask the students to share which of the three poems was 
their favorite and why. Have the students return to “Best Friend”, on page 8-9. Give partners 3 minutes 
to do a search safari to list as many items as they can find in the illustration. Regroup and have the stu-
dents share their items. For each item that another team has listed, cross it out. The winning team is the 
one with the most items still on their lists. 



 

 

Overall Assessment:   

The teacher will assess children’s:    
1. ability to work together with a partner or in groups. 
2.  illustrations. These will be evaluated for the accuracy of details represented.   
3.  transfer of new words to their speaking vocabulary.   
4.  ability to clearly express ideas during discussions.   
5.  attentiveness, ability to follow directions, listening comprehension, and reading  comprehension.  
6.  ability to verbally identify rhyming words and other literary techniques in poetry.   
7.  ability to read with accuracy and increasing fluency as demonstrated during  independent reading and 
choral reading.   
8.  visualization skills for accuracy and creativity. This is reflected in the sketches they draw.  
9.  demonstrated the ability to evaluate a piece of writing. This is expressed in their comments and reac-
tions about selections.   
 


