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Teacher's Guide prepared by Gail Skroback Hennessey  

  
Gail Hennessey taught social studies at Harpursville Central School in New York State for 33 years. She 
writes often for children’s publications and is the author of six books for teachers and students. In 1988, 
she was named Outstanding Elementary Social Studies Classroom Teacher of the Year from the New York 
State Council for the Social Studies and also named Outstanding Elementary Social Studies Teacher of the 
Year by the National Council for the Social Studies. Check out her helpful Web site for teachers at 
www.gailhennessey.com  
  
   
The following teacher’s guide is designed to assist the classroom teacher in using the May/June 2011 is-
sue of Ladybug magazine to foster listening, reading, writing and thinking skills with your students. Addi-
tionally, different genres such as fiction, poetry, song, and informational articles are included to help in-
troduce young children to the variety of reading materials. Lessons can be used in small group, partners, 
individuals or whole class instruction format.  
 
The articles in the issue are used for read-alouds, shared reading, supportive guided reading, listening 
activities, guided reading, vocabulary and word recognition, buddy reading, modeled writing, comprehen-
sion, interactive writing or independent writing depending on the level of your students.  The sessions are 
a suggestion and the sequencing of the material can depend upon your individual preferences and stu-
dents.  
  
Throughout the guide, skills in vocabulary building, reading, writing, listening and cross curricular activi-
ties are included to help you utilize the magazine in your classroom.  
  
Helpful websites with reading strategies  
http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-  
12/Reading/Reading%20Strategies/reading%20strategies%20index.htm  
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/  
http://www.sarasota.k12.fl.us/sarasota/interdiscrdg.htm#Other%20Activities%20for%20the%20Readin  
http://www.manning.k12.ia.us/HighSchool/teachers/ludwig/Reading%20Strategies.html  
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101  
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/RoadtoRead/part3c.html  
  
  
Helpful  reminders:    
Pre-Reading: Pre-reading prepares students for learning by activating their prior knowledge about the  
topic featured in the text.  
During-Reading: Reading strategies teach comprehension by making connections, generating ques-
tions, and determining importance by guiding the reader to use proficient reader strategies.  
After-reading: After activities connect the old and new knowledge and help students frame it in some 
way to their lives.  
from: http://www.bayvieweduc.ednet.ns.ca/Smoran/Reader'sworkshop/before_during_after_reading.htm  
  
Objectives:   
Following instruction and teacher modeling, students will demonstrate through oral  responses and artis-
tic productions that they’ve:   
1. analyzed word similarities and differences as reflected in their ability to find  and frame words.    



 

 

2.. appropriately participated in chorally reading activities.   
3. read with accuracy and increased fluency during partner reading and independent reading activities.   
4. increased their listening and speaking vocabulary as well as discourse skills.   
5. shown evidence of listening and reading comprehension. This is demonstrated in their contributions to 
class discussions.    
6. demonstrated accurate story imaging or visualization skills.   
7. demonstrated an ability to sequence events in a story using the scene sketches that were produced.    
8. identified rhyming words in a poem.    
9. read with appropriate expression and movement as they acted out a part.   
10. created illustrations that creatively portray the topic or text.    
11. demonstrated the ability to evaluate a piece of writing. This is expressed in their comments and reac-
tions about selections.   
  
  
Bloom’s Taxonomy: Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, and Synthesis   
   
Materials:    
copies of the May/June issue of Ladybug   
drawing paper /crayons 
websites of interest 
 
Session 1:  
1.  Pass out drawing paper to the students and ask them to draw a picture of what comes to mind when 
they thing of spring. Encourage students to share their drawings and thoughts of spring.  What are some 
animals that hibernate or go south for the winter and return in the spring? Explain that in the story, Max 
and Katie talk about the different animals that wake up with spring. 
2.  Assign students a partner and pass out copies of the issue of Ladybug and have the students do a 
picture walk through of the issue having students share their comments, reactions and predictions about 
what they will be reading in the issue.  
3.  Have the students turn to “Max and Kate “ by Mick Manning on pages 3-7.  
4.  Remind the students that punctuation at the end of a sentence helps the words come across with 
more feeling. Also point out that quotation marks are used to let the reader know that someone is speak-
ing. Before reading the story, have students find examples of Max or Kate speaking and say the sentence 
with the feeling expressed by the punctuation clues. Next, read the story aloud, stopping to discuss con-
tent.  
5. Have the students turn to page 3 and describe the different things they see in the illustration.  Encour-
age the students to grow a sentence. For example, there is a bird in a tree outside the window. Another 
student could add the color of the bird. Another student might add what the weather looks like or de-
scribe the tree. Continue with other starter sentences and grow descriptive additions. 
6. Write the words noun and verb onto the chalkboard or chart paper.  Have the students review the 
reading to find examples of action verbs and nouns and place them under the proper heading.  Encour-
age students to demonstrate the action verbs they have listed. 
7. Have students share prior knowledge on different animals that hibernate. This link has lots of informa-
tion on animals that hibernate.http://www.enchantedlearning.com/coloring/Hibernate.shtml  Depending 
on the age, have groups read about one of the animals, draw a picture and write 4 facts learned about 
the animal.  Students could also read a poem about the animal. These links also have lots of informa-
tion:http://www.saskschools.ca/~gregory/winter/win2.html and 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/satoyama/hibernation.html  
8. Students might have fun doing the animal concentration activity at this web-
site:http://www.apples4theteacher.com/java/concentration-games/animals-that-
hibernate/ 
 
Session 2: 



 

 

1. As the students to list their 3 favorite vegetables or fruits. Show the students a picture of a plant. Ask 
the students to label the parts of a plant. http://www.superteacherworksheets.com/science/plant-
parts.pdf  Which part of the plant are their favorite vegetables? More information on the parts of a plant 
and which vegetables are roots, leaves, sees, fruits, flowers or stems. 
http://www.learningtreasures.com/plant_salad.htm  
2. Have the students open the May/June issue of Ladybug and turn to ”Which Part do We Eat” by Kather-
ine Ayres, on pages 11-13 and with a partner read the poem. 
3. Have the students find rhyming patterns and list as many words as they can that also could be added 
to the rhyming words. 
4. Regroup and discuss the reading and the rhyming words. 
5. Draw/color a picture of a favorite vegetable or fruit. Learn 3 facts about the vegetable. 
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0781697.html , http://www.gourmetgiftbaskets.com/Fun-Fruit-Facts-
For-Kids.asp  
 
Session 3: 
1. Ask the students if they or their family have ever planted something from seed. Encourage the stu-
dents to share what was grown. Ask the students if they know what a turnip is and show a picture. 
2.Explain in the story, “The Mouse and the Turnip” retold by B.H. Schrier, on pages 15-19,they will read 
about a man that grows a very large turnip and then has a problem when he attempts to pull it out of the 
group to eat. 
3. Have students open to “The Mouse and the Turnip, on pages 15-19. Have the students take turns 
reading the story, stopping after each page to review for comprehension and to make connections to the 
story. Perhaps, ask the students to make text to text connections other stories about growing things such 
as  “Jack and the Beanstalk”. 
4.After reading, have groups of students do the following graphic organizer. 
Steps to problem solving: 
A. What is the main problem?  
B. Who was involved?  
C. Where did the problem occur?  
D When did the problem occur?  
E. What steps were taken to solve the problem? 
F. Who helped solve the problem? 
 
Regroup and discuss the activity. 
5. Review nouns and adjectives and place a word on board, such as butterfly. Ask the students to think 
of descriptive words to describe a butterfly. In small groups have students do the following adjective ac-
tivity: 
Look through the reading and find words to describe the following words: 
Adjectives   Noun: 
___________  farmer       (old) 
___________  seed        (little) 
___________  turnip       (big) 
___________  mouse       (little) 
___________  knee        (farmer’s) 
_____________  earth      (moist) 
_____________  piece      (little) 
 
Have students think of an additional adjective for each of the nouns. Regroup and discuss. 
 
6. Have the students write a paragraph pretending to be the mouse and tell about how you helped the 
farmer with his problem.  
 
Session 4:  DO : The Mommy Elves by Ellen Rosen, on pages  24-30 



 

 

1. Ask the students if they have any younger siblings. Encourage the students to share whether they 
sometimes feel that their parents don’t have time for them because of all they need to do to care for the 
siblings and housework? Explain that in the story, “The Mommy Elves”, Abby tries to get some elves for 
her mother so her mother will have more time to spend with Abby. Ask the students to share what 
chores, if any, they do around the house. 
2.  Have the students open to “The Mommy Elves” by Ellen Rosen, on pages 24-30. Have the students 
take turns reading a section of the reading, stopping to discuss for comprehension and to make connec-
tions. 
3. Discuss sequencing in reading and its importance in helping us remember information. Review words 
which help when writing a paragraph using sequencing, words such as First, Then, Afterwards, Before, 
Later, Next, etc. Place the following sequencing activity on the story Cinderella on the overhead. 
www.teachingideas.co.uk/english/files/cinderellasequencing.doc Have groups place the story in proper 
sequence and then regroup as a class and discuss the sequencing activity. 
4. Have partners or individual students do the following sequencing activity: 
A. Abby got chocolate chip cookies from her grandmother. 
B. Abby’s mother can’t read a story to Abby. 
C. Abby reads “The Shoemaker and the Elves”. 
D. Abby helps Pim make her bed 
E. Abby gives a box with cotton balls to her mom. 
F. Abby wishes for mommy elves. 
(Answer: B, C,F, E, D, A ) 
 Regroup and review their sequencing graphic organizer. 
5.Have groups of students make 5 comprehension questions to exchange with another group to answer 
about the story, “The Mommy Elves.” 
6. In small groups, have the students review the reading for action VERB. Regroup and have the stu-
dents share their action verbs. If another group has the same verb, cross it off the list. The winning 
group is the team with the most remaining action verbs on their sheet. 
 
Session 5:  
1.  Review how cartoon stories works and have partners open to “Mop and Family” by Martine Schaap on 
pages 32-33. Allow the students to review the illustrations and encourage the students to share their 
comments, questions and predictions.  
2.  Select students to be the different characters (there will be multiple characters parts so that all can 
read aloud). Have someone assigned to do the sound words, too.  Remind students to read with feeling. 
After finishing the first read through, reread doing the same method.  
3. Encourage the students to make connections to the story. Have the students share a memory of a 
family outing. Where did they go?  Did they take a bus, subway, plane, train or car? 
4. Have the students read the story “Mop and Family” with feeling. After reading, ask the students if they 
have any prior knowledge about ice cream. This link has lots of great information on ice 
cream:http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/24-fun-and-informational/229-ice-cream.html   
Perhaps, have the students read the fact sheet and then, put the reading away, and write what they re-
membered from the fact sheet. Have the students draw an ice cream cone and write 3 facts about ice 
cream. 
 
Session 6:   
1. Have small groups of students read the following poems together. 
• “Fruit Riddles” by Mary Quattlebaum, on p. 14.  
• “Star Light, Star Bright,” on page 31    
•  Ice Cream, by Edith E. Cutting, on pages 34 
List rhyming pair lists and find 3-5 additional words which can be added to each of the rhyming pairs. 
Encourage the students to write another stanza for one of the poems. 
3. Have the students write a paragraph explaining which poem they liked the best and why. 
 



 

 

Post Reading Activity: 
 Discuss syllables with the class and how breaking a word into its parts helps to identify a word and learn 
to spell the word.  Give the students a piece of paper and with a partner have them find words in the 
article, “The Mommy Elves”, on pages 24-30,that have 3 or more than 3 syllables.  Remind the students 
that if they place their hand under their chin and say the words out loud, each time the chin drops is a 
syllable.  For example: Cinderella.(4) 
After about 10 minutes, have the students review their lists to see if they have accurately placed the 
words under the proper syllabic list.     
Overall Assessment:   
The teacher will assess children’s:    
1. ability to work together with a partner or in groups. Observations will be recorded as anecdotal notes.   
2.  illustrations. These will be evaluated for the accuracy of details represented.   
3.  transfer of new words to their speaking vocabulary.   
4.  ability to clearly express ideas during discussions.   
5.  attentiveness, ability to follow directions, listening comprehension, and reading  comprehension. Ob-
servations will be recorded as anecdotal notes.   
6.  ability to verbally identify rhyming words and other literary techniques in poetry.   
7.  ability to read with accuracy and increasing fluency as demonstrated during  independent reading and 
choral reading.   
8.  visualization skills for accuracy and creativity. This is reflected in the sketches  they draw.  
9.  demonstrated the ability to evaluate a piece of writing. This is expressed in their  comments and reac-
tions about selections.   
  
 


