
 

 

Teacher’s Guide for Ladybug Magazine   
January 2011 

 
    Teacher's Guide prepared by Gail Skroback Hennessey  
 
Gail Hennessey taught social studies at Harpursville Central School in New York State for 33 years. She 
writes often for children’s publications and is the author of six books for teachers and students. In 1988, 
she was named Outstanding Elementary Social Studies Classroom Teacher of the Year from the New York 
State Council for the Social Studies and also named Outstanding Elementary Social Studies Teacher of the 
Year by the National Council for the Social Studies.  Check out her helpful Web site for teachers at 
www.gailhennessey.com 
 
The following teacher’s guide is designed to assist the classroom teacher in using the January 2011 issue 
of Ladybug Magazine to foster listening, reading, writing and thinking skills with your students. Additional 
different genres such as fiction, poetry, song and informational articles are included to help introduce 
young children to the variety of reading materials. Lessons can be used in small group, partners, indi-
viduals, or whole class instruction format. 
 
The articles in the issue can be used for read-alouds, shared reading, supportive guided reading, listening 
activities, guided reading, vocabulary and word recognition, buddy reading, modeled writing, comprehen-
sion, interactive writing or independent writing depending on the level of your students. 
 
Throughout the guide, skills in vocabulary building, reading, writing, listening and cross curricular activi-
ties are included to help you utilize the magazine in your classroom. 
 
Helpful websites with reading strategies 
http://www.greece.k12.ny.us/instruction/ela/6-
12/Reading/Reading%20Strategies/reading%20strategies%20index.htm 
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/ 
http://www.sarasota.k12.fl.us/sarasota/interdiscrdg.htm#Other%20Activities%20for%20the%20Readin 
http://www.manning.k12.ia.us/HighSchool/teachers/ludwig/Reading%20Strategies.html 
http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101 
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/RoadtoRead/part3c.html 
 
Helpful  reminders:   
Pre-Reading: Pre-reading prepares students for learning by activating their prior knowledge about the 

topic featured in the text. 
During-Reading: Reading strategies teach comprehension by making connections, generating ques-
tions, and determining importance by guiding the reader to use proficient reader strategies. 
After-reading: After activities connect the old and new knowledge and help students frame it in some 
way to their lives. 
 
* from: 
http://www.bayvieweduc.ednet.ns.ca/Smoran/Reader'sworkshop/before_during_after_reading.htm 
 
The  Overall Plan 
Time: Approximately 20-30 minutes each session  
Objectives: 
 
 
Objectives: 
1. Increase speaking, sight-reading and vocabulary 
2. Increase listening skills 



 

 

3. Display ability to work in groups 
4. Contribute information for charts, webs, sequencing charts. 
5. Create illustrations with accurate details based on the reading, information from prior knowledge, logi-
cal inferences that they could explain. 
6. Express ideas orally as well as in written form 
7. Show interest by asking questions, being attentive and making comments. 
8. Accurately sorted new terms learned in this issue in assigned categories and were able to explain their 
decisions. 
9. Increased their fluency in independent reading, oral and buddy reading as demonstrated in more word 
recognition and increased expression. 
10. Displayed ability to make different connections -text to text, text to self, text to world 
 
 
Bloom’s Taxonomy: Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, and Synthesis  
  
Materials:   
copies of the January issue of Ladybug  
websites of interest 
world map 
drawing paper 
 
 
Session 1: 
1. Ask the students to visualize winter time. What are some of the sights, sounds and smells of winter?  

Encourage the students to share their experiences. 
2. Assign students a partner and pass out copies of the issue of Ladybug Magazine and have the students 

look at the cover  What do they see?  Encourage students to be descriptive. Make text-to-self 
connections. Have you ever made a snowman?  Gone sledding? Do you like to read books? What 
types of books do you like to read, etc. 

3. Have the students do a picture walk through of the issue having students share their comments, reac-
tions and predictions about what they will be reading in the issue. 

4. Have the students turn to “Max and Kate” by Mick Manning, on page 3 -7,and read the story to the 
students encouraging them to read along with you. Explain that punctuation such as a question 
mark tells the reader to end the sentence in a certain inflection. Have students find examples of 
different types of punctuation (periods, exclamation point, apostrophes, quotation marks). En-
courage the students to read the statement on page 6 with lots of feeling. “ It looks like Max has 
picked out all the books in the library!”” Reread the story and encourage the students to read it 
aloud with you. 

5. Encourage students to grow a sentence.  What do you see on page 3? For example: I see a girl sitting 
on a cushion. Ask a student to grow the sentence. For example: I see a girl with black hair sitting 
on a blue bean cushion. Or, I see a girl with black hair with a stuffed yellow duck with red spots, 
sitting on a blue bean cushion. Etc. Encourage students to be descriptive. 

6. Ask the students if they have a library card? Ask the students to share prior knowledge they have 
about the library such as proper behavior in a library, how to find books of interest, etc Take the 
students to the school library. Give the students the following activity sheet. 

 
BOOK TOPICS THAT INTEREST ME: 
1. 
2.  
3. 
 
AUTHORS I LIKE: 
1. 



 

 

2. 
3. 
 
MAGAZINES I LIKE TO READ: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
Regroup and discuss their favorite types of books, magazines and the authors they like reading. 
 
 
7. Discuss nouns and verbs with the students. In small groups, have the students review the reading and 

find examples of NOUNS and ACTION VERBS. Regroup and have the students share their lists 
with the class. 

 
 

 
1. Have the different months of the year displayed. Ask the students to think of two things that come to 

mind when they think of that month. Perhaps, it’s a holiday, a family observance, something 
about the seasons, etc. Encourage the students to share their thoughts about the different 
months with the rest of the class. 

2. Pass out the issue of Ladybug and have the students turn to “A Year of Months”, by Sara Coleridge, on 
pages 8-11. Have students volunteer to read the different captions for the months of the year. 
After each month, take a few minutes to discuss and encourage text-to-self connections 

3. After reading the poem, have partners find the rhyming word patterns and then list as many other 
words that they can think of for the words.  Regroup and discuss the rhyming words. Depending 
on the age of the students you might wish to do the following rhyming activity at this link: Rhym-
ing with a Rhino: 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bll/reggie/home/index.htm 
 
4. Give students drawing paper and have them pick a month that they especially like and draw a picture 

showing two things about the month. After finishing the drawing, have the students write a short 
paragraph about their month explaining why it’s one of their favorite months. 

 
Session 3: 
1.Using a world map, have students locate the continent of Europe. Find the country of Poland on the 

world map. Ask the students to name the other continents of the world. What would be some 
countries that make up the continent of Europe? Depending on the age of the students, small 
groups might explore a particular country in Europe to share 5 facts they learned with the rest of 
the class. 

2. Pass out copies of Ladybug to students and have them turn to “My Cousin Stefan”, by Mary Lystad, on 
pages 14-17. Explain that the story is about a cousin that arrives from Poland who comes to stay 
with his American cousin until he and his family find a place of their own. 

3. Have students take turn reading a section of the reading, stopping to discuss for comprehension and 
comments after each page. 

4. Discuss customs.  Ask the students to share examples of customs, behaviors of a group of people.  For 
example, in China, people bow when they greet, or in Thailand, it is considered rude to touch 
someone else’s head or point feet at another person. Find a custom or two that are mentioned in 
the reading about the boy from Poland. (kisses three times)  Share other examples of world cus-
toms and have the students draw/color an example of a world custom. 

 
5. With a partner, do the following activity: 
 
Things that Stefan does while visiting Emily: 



 

 

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 
(can’t read but turns pages of a telephone book, puts ketchup on grapes, watches garbage truck, likes 

soccer ball, learns to sing Happy Birthday to Emily, etc.) 
Regroup and discuss. 
Write a paragraph pretending to be either Stefan or Emily and write about your experience with one an-

other. 
 
Information on Poland: 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/places/find/poland/ 
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subject-index/26-countriesplaces/329-poland.html 
http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0107891.html 
6. Use the following map and learn about the country of Poland: 

http://www.factmonster.com/atlas/country/poland.html 
A. Name countries that border the country of 
Poland.________(Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, Slovakia, Czech Republic, 
Germany) 
B. What body of water in north of Poland?_________(Baltic Sea) 
C. What is the capital city of Poland?________(Warsaw) 
 
 
Session 4: 
1. Explain that in the story, “A Visit to the Library”, by Tori Telfer, on pages 20-23,they will be exploring 

the different sections of a public library. 
2. Ask the students to share prior knowledge about the different types of things you might see in a li-

brary. Possible answers include: non-fiction books, fiction books magazines, maps, computers, 
cushions, reference books, etc. 

3. Have the students open to “A Visit to the Library”, on pages 20-23, and have the students take turns 
reading the story, stopping after each page to make connections, predictions and check for com-
prehension.  

4. Have each student write 5 sentences of things they see on pages 22-23. Afterwards, encourage stu-
dents to share some of their sentences. 

5. Continue with recognition of nouns and verbs. In small groups, have the students review the reading 
and find examples of NOUNS and ACTION VERBS. Regroup and have the students share their 
lists with the class. 

 
Session 5: 
1. Maybe, it’s a really bad snow storm or a very rainy day. What are some of the things you do on a day 
you are house bound? In the story, “Houndsley and Catina and the Quiet Time”, by James Howe, on 
pages 24-31, a storm causes Houndsley and Catina to spend much of their day inside. 
2. Have the students take turns reading the story, stopping after each page to review for comprehension 
and make text-to-self connections. 
3. After reading have the students do the following graphic organizer: 
 
Things Houndsley and Catina found to do inside: 
 
A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 



 

 

Possible answers: (played board games, kept the fire going, baked cookies, read books, 
wrote poems, etc.) 
 
What were some of the things Houndsley and Catina did outside: 
A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
(possible answers:(got fire logs, made snow angels, caught snowflakes, made snow crea-
tures, etc.) 
 
Regroup and discuss the graphic organizer comment. 
Write a paragraph pretending to be either Houndsley or Catina and describe either indoors or outdoors 

activities. 
4. Have the students answer the following comprehension questions: 
A. Why did Houndsley tell Catina she didn’t need to change her clothes for the con-

cert?____________(nobody can see the clothes under the coat) 
B. Where was the concert held?__________(a gazebo) 
C. What was worn to travel through the snow to the concert?____________(snowshoes) 
D. Compare the way the author describes how the notes fell on listening 

ears.__________________(like snowflakes on waiting tongues) 
E. Which instrument did Bert play? (cymbals) 
Discuss the comprehension questions. 
5. Have groups of students use strips of seven pieces of paper and sequence the story. Exchange their 

strips with another group to place in proper sequencing order. 
6. Have the students write a paragraph describing one of the illustrations in the reading or write a poem 

of things they might do during “quiet time”. 
 
Session 6: 
1. Ask the students what are some of the activities they may have engaged in after a snowstorm. For 

those that live in climates that don’t get snow, ask them to visualize what they might like to do if 
they could experience snow. 

2. Pass out copies of Ladybug magazine and have partners of students turn to “Mop and Family” by Mar-
tine Schaap, pages 32-33. 

3. Assign multiple students roles of Julie, Justin, and have the students read their character aloud in uni-
son 

4. Write a poem about snow. 
5. Discuss with the students that the importance of pronouns.  Ask the students to review the story “Mop 

and Me” and “Max and Kate” and find examples of pronouns.  Have the students then find the 
noun for which the pronoun is replacing.  Regroup and discuss the pronoun lists. 

 
Overall Assessment:  
The teacher will assess children’s:   
1. ability to work together with a partner or in groups.  
2.  illustrations. These will be evaluated for the accuracy of details represented.  
3.  transfer of new words to their speaking vocabulary.  
4.  ability to clearly express ideas during discussions.  
5.  attentiveness, ability to follow directions, listening comprehension, and reading comprehension.  
6.  ability to verbally identify rhyming words and other literary techniques in poetry.  
7.  ability to read with accuracy and increasing fluency as demonstrated during independent reading and 
choral reading.  
8.  visualization skills for accuracy and creativity. This is reflected in the sketches they draw. 



 

 

9.  demonstrated the ability to evaluate a piece of writing. This is expressed in their comments and reac-
tions about selections.  
 

 
 


