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ESSENTIAL QUESTION:
In what ways does Kenya display diversity
and why does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?
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Using This Guide
We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool that is ideal for interdisciplinary
learning of social studies and science content and core literacy concepts. Find practical advice
for teaching individual articles or utilize a mini-unit that helps your students make cross-text
connections as they integrate ideas and information.

READ MULTIPLE ARTICLES PAGES 4 – 12
Each article in this magazine is well-suited for teaching Common Core literacy concepts and content area knowledge.
For each individual article page in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Prepare to Read
CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4

Essential Question
Content Concepts
C3 Framework for Social Studies
State Standards

Close Reading Questions
CCSS.Reading.1-10
Common Core Connections to teach
reading and writing standards
CCSS.Writing.1, 2, 3 & 6

Key Vocabulary
CCSS.Reading.4

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 14 – 16

SOCIAL
STUDIES
CONTENT

Magazine articles can be easily grouped to make cross-text
connections and comparisons. Our Common Core mini-unit
guides students to read and discuss multiple articles and
integrate ideas and information (CCSS.Reading.9). Discussing

CORE
LITERACY

2

multiple articles (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4) prepares students
to write informational texts to share and publish in a variety of

ARTICLES

ways (CCSS.Writing.2).
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Common Core Reading, Speaking & Listening, and Writing
READING
Core literacy concepts, such as the ones found in the Common Core State Standards, help students access social studies
and science content. Integration of both literacy thinking and content study offers students a great way to become experts
in reading informational text and literature for content knowledge. This guide provides questions to cover many core literacy
concepts.
Draw Inferences (CCSS.InfoText.1)
		
Describe Relationships (CCSS.InfoText.3)			
Analyze Text Structure (CCSS.InfoText.5) 		
Interpret Visual Information (CCSS.InfoText.7)		

Summarize (CCSS.InfoText.2)
Determine Word Meaning (CCSS.InfoText.4)
Understand Author’s Point of View (CCSS.InfoText.6)
Explain Reasons and Evidence (CCSS.InfoText.8)

FOCUS STANDARD: CCSS.InfoText.9: Integrate Ideas and Information
Have students read multiple articles on the same topic from this magazine to build knowledge and make cross-text
comparisons.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Use the articles in this magazine to spark meaningful discussions in person and online. Encourage deeper discussions where
students can become topic experts (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4).

DISCUSSION OPTIONS—IN CLASS OR ONLINE
Article Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading the same article. Have students discuss the content, share
ideas, and critically evaluate the text.

Jigsaw Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading different articles. Invite students to share information and
resources with each other.

Whole Class: Launch with an essential question. Encourage students to find and share evidence from different articles
to build a greater understanding of the question.

WRITING
Use the articles in this magazine to prompt informative/explanatory writing (CCSS.Writing.2). Have students use evidence
from the texts to share information about social studies, language arts, or science content. See the Mini-Unit section of this
guide (pgs. 14 – 16) as well as the Article Pages (pgs. 4 - 12) for ways to incorporate writing into your instruction.
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ARTICLE: Welcome to Kenya
Lexile Score: 1010

Magazine pages 8 - 11, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
In what ways does Kenya
display diversity and why
does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?

SOCIAL STUDIES
CONCEPT
A single nation can display great
diversity in physical geography,

From the variety of landscapes to the large number of ethnic
groups, Kenya is a diverse nation. It is also a new nation,
established in 1963 when the British colonial government was
overthrown. Today, Kenyans take pride in their land, families,
and culture.

PREPARE TO READ
Locate Kenya on a world map. Hypothesize how its geographic location
affects the places built by and culture of the people who live there.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

What are the four distinct regions of Kenya?

•

Highlight details from the text that support the claim that Kenya is a diverse
country.

economy, and culture.

•

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

How did Kenya gain independence? Underline evidence from the text to
support your answer.

History
Research the Conference of Berlin.
What was the purpose and outcome?

KEY VOCABULARY
savanna (p. 9) a large flat area of
land with grass and very few trees

fossilize (p. 10) to become a fossil

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Analyze Text Structure CCSS Reading 5
How does the author organize the information in this article? Create subheadings
and explain the organizational system used.
Analyze Relationships CCSS Info Text 3
Trace the causes and effects of the influx of people into the area.

hominid (p. 10) a primate of a
family (Hominidae) that includes

Present a Speech CCSS Speaking and Listening 4 & 6

humans and their extinct ancestors

Assume you are Jomo Kenyatta, the newly appointed president of a new nation.
Write and present a speech. What message do you have for your people after the
long struggle for independence?

4

Faces: Kenya: A Diverse Land © March 2016

ARTICLE: The Land of Runners
Lexile Score: 1020

Magazine pages 12 - 15, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
In what ways does Kenya
display diversity and why
does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?

SOCIAL STUDIES
CONCEPT
People’s perspectives influence what
information is presented in the sources
they create.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Kenya is known for producing some of the world’s best
distance runners. Much controversy surrounds why this is the
case. But to young Kenyans, it doesn’t matter. They know hard
work and determination could turn them into the next national
hero.

PREPARE TO READ
By using your background knowledge and looking at the photos
accompanying this article, predict why Kenya is known as “the land of
runners.”

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Underline characteristics of the Nandi people.

•

Why are sports scientists fascinated with the Kalenjin people?

•

What is the controversy surrounding the runners?

•

Summarize what Mo Farah learned from the Kenyan runners.

Physical Education/Science
Track your heart rate in a variety of
physical activities. What happens
to your body as your heart rate
increases?

KEY VOCABULARY
decisive (p. 14) able to make
choices quickly and confidently

geneticist (p. 14) a scientist who

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Making Inferences CCSS Reading 1
Look at the quotes from the Danish scientists on pages 13-14. What can you infer
about Kenyan runners? Danish runners?
Cite Text Evidence CCSS Info Text 8
Find evidence from the article supporting these differing viewpoints:
•

That Kenyans possess a “speed gene”

•

That hard work, dedication, and sacrifice create winners

studies genetics

racist (p. 14) the belief that some
races of people are better than others

Research & Write Arguments CCSS Writing 1 & 7
As stated in the article, some scientists believe Kenyans possess a speed gene.
Many runners believe this is racist. Conduct additional research and argue your
position on this issue. Support your stance with evidence.

5
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ARTICLE: The Changing Role of Women
Lexile Score: 1110

Magazine pages 16 - 19, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
In what ways does Kenya
display diversity and why
does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?

SOCIAL STUDIES
CONCEPT
Historical and cultural characteristics

Kenya, as with many African nations, has a history of gender
inequality. Recent legislation has made great strides to correct
this, but longstanding traditions and beliefs can be hard to
overcome.

PREPARE TO READ
Summarize what you know about the changing role of women in America.
What similarities might be found in Kenya?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

men?

influence the pace of change.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

What event(s) led to Kenyan women gaining legal rights equal to those of

•

What is the traditional meaning of a girl’s birth?

•

Underline laws enacted that benefit Kenyan women.

Math
Using information from the article,
create a series of pie charts
illustrating the role of women in
Kenya.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Evaluate Evidence CCSS Info Text 8
Find evidence of the following:

KEY VOCABULARY
dowry (p. 18) money or property
that a wife or wife’s family gives to her
husband

Kenyans value education.

•

The role of women is changing.

•

There is still more room for change.

Analyze Relationships CCSS Info Text 3

polygamy (p. 18) being married to

Compare and contrast gender issues in Kenya vs. America. What similarities and

more than one person at the same time

differences do you notice? Why do you think these differences exist?

compulsory (p. 18) required by a
law or rule

parity (p. 18) the state of being
equal

6

•

Collaboratively Discuss CCSS Speaking & Listening 1
What can be done (in Kenya and/or America) to spread the word and educate
communities about gender inequality? How do you handle positive and negative
repercussions?
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ARTICLE: A Kaleidoscope of Food
Lexile Score: 1140

Magazine pages 20 - 23, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
In what ways does Kenya
display diversity and why
does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?

Kenya’s food is as varied as its people. Since the majority of
Kenya’s population is poor, food is simple and dependent on
the geography of the region. Cash crops and cattle herding
introduced by foreigners still influence Kenyan cuisine today .

PREPARE TO READ
Based on what you know about Kenya’s geographic location, brainstorm a list
of crops one might be able to cultivate.

SOCIAL STUDIES
CONCEPT

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

The cuisine of a region is determined

•

livestock, and spices introduced to Kenya.

by available resources.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Using details from the article, create a map showing the “flow” of crops,

•

How does Kenyan BBQ differ from American BBQ?

•

Why is tea or chai a more popular drink than water?

•

What percentage of Kenyans are considered poor or undernourished?

Health/Life Skills
Prepare one of the recipes from page
23. Analyze the nutritional content of
the recipe and critique its taste.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

KEY VOCABULARY

Making Inferences CCSS Reading 1
1.

pastoralism (p. 20) the branch of
agriculture concerned with the raising
of livestock

chutney (p. 20) a thick sauce that
is made from fruits, vinegar, sugar, and
spices

staple (p. 21) an important food
that is eaten very often

Why do Kenyans eat few processed foods? What effect does this have on
their overall health?

2.

Why do so many Kenyans work in the agricultural sector?

3.

Why has water scarcity been an issue for decades?

Determine Main Ideas CCSS Info Text 2
List two themes of the article and provide details to support each theme.
Research & Expository Writing CCSS Writing 2 & 7
Conduct brief research into Kenya’s water scarcity issue. Explain the problem and
list possible solutions.

7
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ARTICLE: Nairobi: The Green City in the Sun
Lexile Score: 1250

Magazine pages 24 - 27, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
In what ways does Kenya
display diversity and why
does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?

SOCIAL STUDIES
CONCEPT
There are multiple causes/effects of
events that make a place what it is
today.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

From its meager beginnings as a railroad depot, Nairobi has
grown to become Kenya’s capital and largest city. Filled with
government, cultural, and business opportunities, many people
come to Nairobi in search of a better life. Although this has
resulted in problems, the people of Nairobi are proud of their
green city.

PREPARE TO READ
The title of this article uses the term “green.” In American culture, what does it
mean to “be green”? Predict whether it will have the same meaning in Kenya.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

How did Nairobi become the capital? When?

•

Underline places mentioned throughout the article that make Nairobi green.

•

Where can residents and tourists go to see animals in and around Nairobi?

•

Place a star next to a sentence or phrase that surprised you as you read the
article.

Math/Geography
Compare Nairobi’s population and
physical size to where you live.

KEY VOCABULARY

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

depot (p. 25) a place where goods

Analyze Relationships CCSS Info Text 3

are stored

Locate several examples of cause/effect relationships in this article. Explain the

malaria (p. 25) a serious disease

meaning of each relationship.

that causes chills and fever and that is

Evaluate Evidence CCSS Info Text 8

passed from one person to another by

Cite evidence from the text supporting the ideas that Nairobi is a busy modern-

the bite of mosquitoes

day city and continues to face many challenges as it grows.

slum (p. 25) an area of a city where
poor people live and the buildings are
in bad condition

industrialization (p. 27) the

Research & Writing Narrative CCSS Writing 3 & 7
Assume you are the mayor of Nairobi. You need to present a report to the
city council on the condition of the city. Use details from the article and your
additional research to prepare your report.

building of factories and businesses in
a city

8
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ARTICLE: A Legacy of Trees
Lexile Score: 1060

Magazine pages 28 - 31, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
In what ways does Kenya
display diversity and why
does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?

SOCIAL STUDIES
CONCEPT
An individual may shape significant
historical change.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Wangari Maathai was a Kenyan who gained worldwide
recognition for her work that encouraged protection of the
environment while also empowering and educating women.
Today, her daughter carries on her legacy .

PREPARE TO READ
Define “legacy.” What is the importance of a legacy? Predict why someone
from Kenya would want to create a legacy of trees.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

How did Wangari earn her education?

•

Underline the environmental changes she noticed in her homeland upon her
return.

•

What is the dual purpose of GBM?

•

Make a chart of positive and negative consequences of Wangari Maathai’s
beliefs.

Science
Research deforestation and its effects
on the environment.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Understanding Point of View CCSS Reading 6

KEY VOCABULARY
doctorate (p. 28) the highest
degree that is given by a university

replenish (p. 29) to fill or build up
(something) again

Use the quotes from Wanjira (Wangari’s daughter) and discuss what you learn
from her words. How do her words express her point of view?
Summarize Details CCSS Reading 2
Summarize the steps involved for someone wanting to become a part of GBM.
Present a Speech CCSS Speaking & Listening 4 & 6

dictator (p. 30) a person who rules

The article states, “Wanjira encourages everyone to find out what your little thing

a country with total authority, often in a

is and get on with doing it.” Write and present a speech about something you are

cruel or brutal way

passionate about. What can you do to create change?

degradation (p. 30) the act

Engage in Collaborative Discussion CCSS Speaking & Listening 1

or process of damaging or ruining
something

Wangari Matthai risked her life to stand up for what she believed in. Discuss other
historical examples of people like her. What characteristics did they share? What
were they fighting for?

9
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ARTICLE: The Greatest Bird Spectacle on Earth
Lexile Score: 1360

Magazine pages 34 - 35, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
In what ways does Kenya
display diversity and why
does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?

SOCIAL STUDIES
CONCEPT
Human behaviors have both positive
and negative effects on places.

Lake Nakuru National Park is home to over 300 species of birds
and other (sometimes rare) African animals. Dangers such as
pollution and poaching threaten this refuge, but with the help
of conscientious people, it will survive for future generations to
enjoy.

PREPARE TO READ
Locate Lake Nakuru on a map of Kenya. Notice it is very close to Kenya’s 4th
largest city, Nakuru. Discuss the importance and impact of its location. Can
you think of both positive and negative consequences of the park’s location?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Underline the past tense phrases used by the author to depict Lake Nakuru as
it once was. What is the significance of the tense?

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

•

Why did Lake Nakuru become a national park?

•

Locate two reasons why the flamingoes left Lake Nakuru.

•

List the threats to this national park’s existence.

Science
Conduct research to find out more
about euphorbia plants and their
uses.

KEY VOCABULARY
poacher (p. 35) someone who
catches or kills an animal illegally

pristine (p. 35) not changed by
people; left in its natural state

rift valley (p. 35) a long, steep

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Analyze Relationships CCSS Info Text 3
Locate examples of how humans have interacted with the environment. List both
positive and negative examples of human-environment interaction.
Evaluate Evidence CCSS Info Text 8
Although Lake Nakuru has been a national park since 1961, find evidence in the
text suggesting that this place and inhabitants need additional protection.

valley formed when two parallel rifts
form in the Earth’s crust and the land

Writing Narrative/Point of View CCSS Writing 3 & Reading 6

between them sinks

Choose one of the animals native to Lake Nakuru. Write a one-page narrative
describing the changes you (the animal) have noticed over the years.

10
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ARTICLE: Come Touch the Sky: Mount Kenya
Lexile Score: 1320

Magazine pages 36 - 37, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
In what ways does Kenya
display diversity and why
does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?

Mount Kenya is the second highest mountain on the African
continent. It is important for a host of reasons: tourism
destination, fresh water supply, animal habitat, and sacred
mountain to the Kikuyu people. Because of these reasons, Mount
Kenya is a UNESCO World Heritage Site .

PREPARE TO READ
Hypothesize why the author chose the title for the article. How do the photos
accompanying the article compliment the title? What can you infer about
Mount Kenya from the picture on page 36?

SOCIAL STUDIES
CONCEPT
Geographic features affect the people,

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

wildlife, and economy of an area.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science

•

Using details from the article, describe the development of Mount Kenya.

•

Underline examples of the biodiversity on Mount Kenya.

•

Why did Mount Kenya become a national park?

•

What do tourists come to see?

What is an extinct volcano? Research
to find out the meaning and the
chances of Mount Kenya erupting
again.

KEY VOCABULARY
glacier (p. 37) a very large area of
ice that moves slowly down a slope or
valley or over a wide area of land

ecosystem (p. 37) everything that
exists in a particular environment

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Making Inferences CCSS Reading 1
1.

Why is Mount Kenya considered extinct?

2.

In what ways is a mountain a major water source?

3.

Why did no European see Mount Kenya until 1849? Why did it take another
50 years before someone climbed it?

Analyze Relationships CCSS Info Text 3

montane (p. 37) of or inhabiting

Compare and contrast Mount Kenya and its biodiversity to a mountain or

mountainous country

mountain range in the U.S.

albino (p. 37) a person or animal
born with a medical condition that
results in very pale skin, white hair, and
pink eyes

Research & Expository Writing CCSS Writing 2 & 7
Conduct research on a plant or animal inhabiting Mount Kenya. Include details
about life span, predators, population, diet, etc. Then, write an expository essay
detailing the plant or animal.

biosphere (p. 37) the part of the
Earth in which life can exist

11
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ARTICLE: Water, Water Will Be Mine
Lexile Score: 550

Magazine pages 42 - 45, Play/Folktale

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
In what ways does Kenya
display diversity and why
does Kenya continue to “pull
together” as a nation?

SOCIAL STUDIES
CONCEPT
A place’s oral traditions reflect cultural
elements.

Faced with certain death because of dehydration, animals gather
to discuss the absence of water. They all work together to dig
for water...except the rabbit. Rabbit tricks the animals into giving
him water and also tricks the lion into giving him his freedom.

PREPARE TO READ
Discuss what you know about folktales. Predict why the author chose to retell
this folktale in a play format.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Locate examples of personification.

•

Which word is repeatedly used to describe Rabbit? What mood/feeling does it
create?

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

•

Why does Simba ask the rabbit what he fears the most? Was the rabbit truthful
in his answer? Why?

English Language Arts
Assign roles and perform the play.

KEY VOCABULARY

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

parched (p. 42) very dry, especially

Determine Theme CCSS Reading 2

because of hot weather and no rain

State the meaning of the story in your own words. Support your choice with

gourd (p. 43) any one of several
types of fruits that have a hard shell and
that are used for decoration and not for
eating

details from the folktale.
Analyze Text Structure CCSS Reading 5
There is very little stage direction given. Why? Where does the story take place?
What is the driving force in the use of the play structure?

eyestalks (p. 44) a protrusion that
extends the eye away from the body,

Writing Opinion CCSS Writing 1

giving the eye a better field of vision

In your opinion, which one was the smartest animal? The warthog, the crab, the
lion, or the rabbit? Support your opinion with details from the play.

12
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COMPARING TEXTS
CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS WITH MULTIPLE ARTICLES
COMPARE ARTICLES
SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare articles they read. Help students find the
connections between pieces of information in multiple texts. Use prompts, such as the
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information
(CCSS.Reading.9).
Choose one or more of the following topics below. Read the corresponding articles and
compare and contrast the information contained in each article. What did each article add
to what you know about the topic?

13

•

TOPIC: Women’s Rights

•

READ: “The Changing Role of Women” and “A Legacy of Trees”

•

TOPIC: Biodiversity		

•

READ: “Nairobi: The Green City in the Sun,” “The Greatest Bird Spectacle on Earth,”
and “Come Touch the Sky: Mount Kenya”

•

TOPIC: Water Scarcity Issues

•

READ: “A Kaleidoscope of Food,” “Come Touch the Sky: Mount Kenya,” and “Water,
Water Will Be Mine”

•

TOPIC: Pursuing Your Passion

•

READ: “A Legacy of Trees,” “A Land of Runners”

•

TOPIC: Conservation/Environmentalism

•

READ: “A Legacy of Trees” and “The Greatest Bird Spectacle on Earth,” and “Nairobi:
The Green City in the Sun”

•

TOPIC: Poverty

•

READ: “A Land of Runners,” “Nairobi: The Green City in the Sun,” and “A
Kaleidoscope of Food”
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MINI-UNIT
EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN
In this Mini-Unit, students will learn about the present-day issues facing the African nation
of Kenya. As they read, compare, and research, they will come up with multiple possible
solutions to individual issues. In the final phase of the unit, students will host a summit
where they will work together to share their topics and solutions and learn from others
about what is already being done and where there is room for progress.

ENGAGE

READ AND
COMPARE

APPLY

ENGAGE: The word “summit” has multiple meanings. It can mean “the highest point of a
mountain” and it also refers to a meeting of leaders. In this mini-unit, we will begin with
this graphic organizer, filling in as much as we can. We will start at the summit and work
our way down. To apply what we’ve learned, we will be holding a summit, or conference,
to discuss and problem-solve.

Where is Kenya?

Who lives here?
What is it known for?

Historical Importance
Movement of
Why
study
Kenya?
of This Area
Resources, People, Ideas
How will we study it?

Share the essential question:
In what ways does Kenya display diversity and why does Kenya continue to “pull together” as a nation?
14
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MINI-UNIT (cont.)

READ AND COMPARE ARTICLES: Begin with a focus article as a base for building
content knowledge and model how to work through the text.
1) READ ALOUD: Use “Welcome to Kenya” (pgs. 8-11) as a focus article, or choose a different
article that works well for your teaching goals. Share the article summary on page 4 of this
guide. Students can read their own copies of the article and use sticky notes to mark places
they find interesting or have questions about.
2) DISCUSS THE ARTICLE: The opening paragraph uses a Swahili word for “pull together.”
What is it? Search the article to find examples of how and why Kenyans “harambee.”
3) READ NEW ARTICLES: Help students choose additional articles to read based on their
inquiry questions or what they find interesting. Refer to the Article Pages for summaries of each
article within Faces: Kenya: A Diverse Land.
4) COMPARE ARTICLES: After students have read multiple articles, guide them to make
cross-text connections. Refer to page 13 to Compare Articles using prompts that help students
integrate ideas and information. (You may also save this step for the group work in the APPLY
section of the mini-unit.)

CHOOSE A PURPOSE FOR READING
SUMMARIZE MAIN IDEAS: CCSS Reading 2 As you read, determine the main points of each article.
What details offer more information about each idea? How do the main ideas help you answer the
Essential Question?
DESCRIBE RELATIONSHIPS: CCSS Reading 3 & 6 You will read each article as an American
bystander reading for information. But what if you were a citizen of Kenya? As you read, keep in mind
how your life might be the same or different depending on the country in which you live.
CITE TEXT EVIDENCE: CCSS Reading 8 Many of the articles in this issue discuss current issues in
Kenya, some of which have reached a “crisis” level. What evidence does the author of each article
present to show the legitimacy of the crisis? What evidence does the author include to show how
Kenya is addressing these issues?

15
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MINI-UNIT (cont.)
APPLY: HARAMBEE SUMMIT

16

Facilitate Dialogue

The spokespeople from
the groups will sit in
a circular fashion to
share their information
and solutions. Other
group members will
observe and may add
comments and ask
questions as necessary.

Remind students that
a summit is about
building bridges.
Every voice matters,
and so each student
in a group needs to
voice their opinion.
To build bridges,
language needs to
remain positive. Show
your group you are an
attentive listener by
making eye contact
with each speaker.

Celebrate Shared Vision

Encourage New Ideas

Once your group
has completed the
printable on page 16,
select a spokesperson
to represent your
group at the summit.
This person must be
able to communicate
the ideas of the group
to the class.

As students read
their focus articles,
encourage them to
come up with new
approaches to their
issue. Think outside the
box! There is no “right”
or “wrong” answer.
Students will conduct
additional research to
come up with more
ideas.

Harambee Summit

Declare Purpose

1. “The purpose of our
Harambee Summit
is to celebrate the
achievements of
Kenya, but also to
look for areas that
remain problems and
help offer solutions.”
2. Divide students
into five groups
and allow them to
choose a topic and
focus articles from
page 13.

Choose a Spokesperson

Using the steps below, your students will read, research, discuss, and collaborate in
order to speak knowledgably about a specific topic. Practicing good listening skills,
they will build bridges between their various issues to create a united plan to apply
now and in the future .

After all groups have
spoken and contributed
to the discussion,
create a list of what
everyone agreed
upon. Where are there
opportunities to work
together? Identify areas
for future action. What
steps can be taken now
to prepare for future
action?
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GROUP MEMBER NAMES:
__________________________________________
Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer
Directions: Use this graphic organizer to aid your understanding of your topic in
preparation for the Harambee Summit. Please list the resources used at the bottom of this page. You may use the back side to take notes.
TOPIC (fill in as much as possible):

CAUSES

EFFECTS

Who:
What:
When:
Where:
Why:
How:

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS:

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS:

RESOURCES:

17
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NAME: _________________________
ANALYZE GRAPHIC FEATURES
GRAPHIC FEATURE

18

PAGE
LOCATION

HOW THIS FEATURE HELPED
YOUR UNDERSTANDING
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NAME: _________________________
CONCEPT CHART
Show how reading multiple articles developed your understanding of the
essential question or your own inquiry question.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION OR INQUIRY QUESTION:

ARTICLE 1:

19

ARTICLE 2:

ARTICLE 3:

Faces: Kenya: A Diverse Land © March 2016

Glossary
albino

a person or animal born with a medical
condition that results in very pale skin, white hair, and
pink eyes
Black rhinos, buffalo, and the endangered albino zebra
have also been seen in the Mount Kenya National Park.
(p. 37)

biosphere

the part of the Earth in which life can

doctorate

the highest degree that is given by a

university

She was the first woman in all of Eastern and Central
Africa to earn a doctorate, and she was hired by the
university to teach veterinary anatomy. (p. 28)

dowry

money or property that a wife or wife’s
family gives to her husband

exist

In 1978, the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) designated the area
as a Biosphere Reserve. (p. 37)
a thick sauce that is made from fruits,
vinegar, sugar, and spices
In the 1800s, Europeans introduced potatoes,
cucumbers, and tomatoes, while the Indian workers
brought by the British to build the railroads shared
chutneys, curries, and chapattis (a flat round bread
made from wheat flour). (p. 20)

compulsory

required by a law or rule

In 2012, Kenya passed the revised Education Bill,
which states that every child has the right to free and
compulsory education. (p. 18)
able to make choices quickly and

confidently
When their times were compared, the Nandi Hills boys
were the decisive winners. (p. 14)

degradation

the act or process of damaging or
ruining something
As the GBM grew, Wangari toured the world to speak
about environmental degradation and poverty. (p. 30)

depot

everything that exists in a particular

Mount Kenya is an area of biodiversity (a place where
there is a great variety of plants and animals in an
ecosystem) and showcases the transition between the
dry, savanna grasslands of the plain and the montane
ecosystem of the mountain itself, which is cooler and
wetter. (p. 37)

eyestalks

a protrusion that extends the eye away
from the body, giving the eye a better field of vision
Kaa waited under the water, eyestalks bobbing up and
down. (p. 44)

fossilize

to become a fossil

Fossilized hominid remains found in what is now
Kenya, Ethiopia, and Tanzania lead many to believe that
East Africa is the birthplace of humankind. (p. 10)

geneticist

a scientist who studies genetics

Hugh Montgomery, a cardiovascular geneticist,
disagrees that the conclusion is racist. (p. 14)

glacier

a very large area of ice that moves slowly
down a slope or valley or over a wide area of land

a place where goods are stored

It was used as a storage depot and a place to shift
trains from one track to another. (p. 25)

dictator

a person who rules a country with total
authority, often in a cruel or brutal way
Daniel arap Moi, Kenya’s dictator president, called
Wangari a “mad woman” and also said women had
“little minds.” (p. 30)

20

ecosystem
environment

chutney

decisive

The birth of a girl has been viewed as a means to
wealth from a dowry when she gets married. (p. 18)

Higher on the mountain there are 12 glaciers, as well as
caves. (p. 37)

gourd

any one of several types of fruits that have a
hard shell and that are used for decoration and not for
eating
And why would I want any of that dirty water, friend,
when I have my own sweet water in this gourd? (p. 43)
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Glossary
hominid

a primate of a family (Hominidae) that
includes humans and their extinct ancestors

polygamy

Fossilized hominid remains found in what is now
Kenya, Ethiopia, and Tanzania lead many to believe that
East Africa is the birthplace of humankind. (p. 10)

The law legalizes polygamy. (p. 18)

industrialization

being married to more than one person
at the same time

pristine

not changed by people; left in its natural

state
the building of factories and

businesses in a city

The city’s environment has suffered from rapid growth
and industrialization. (p. 27)

The park was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site
in 2011, which hopefully will help to keep it pristine
and preserve it, and its animals and birds, for future
generations. (p. 35)

malaria

racist

a serious disease that causes chills and
fever and that is passed from one person to another
by the bite of mosquitoes
Because of its high elevation, people did not often get
sick from malaria there. (p. 25)

montane

of or inhabiting mountainous country

Mount Kenya is an area of biodiversity (a place where
there is a great variety of plants and animals in an
ecosystem) and showcases the transition between the
dry, savanna grasslands of the plain and the montane
ecosystem of the mountain itself, which is cooler and
wetter. (p. 37)

the belief that some races of people are
better than others
Hugh Montgomery, a cardiovascular geneticist,
disagrees that the conclusion is racist. (p. 14)

replenish

to fill or build up (something) again

Wangari understood that trees could replenish the soil,
provide wood for fuel, protect the water supply, and
provide nutrition (with their fruit). (p. 29)

rift valley

a long, steep valley formed when two
parallel rifts form in the Earth’s crust and the land
between them sinks

parched

very dry, especially because of hot
weather and no rain

And as it is just a two-hour drive from Nairobi, in the
Rift Valley, it is a favorite attraction for tourists. (p. 35)

I no longer stand with water beside my feet, but paw at
the parched ground. (p. 42)

savanna

parity

Northern savannas cover almost three-fourths of the
country. (p. 9)

the state of being equal

The Constitution and the laws enacted are backed
by funds to protect girls and women and help them
achieve higher educational levels, legal parity to men,
improved status, better jobs and health care, and
economic empowerment. (p. 18)

pastoralism

the branch of agriculture concerned
with the raising of livestock
About 80 percent of Kenyans work at least part-time
in agriculture, livestock, and ‘pastoralism’ activities. (p.
20)

poacher

a large flat area of land with grass and
very few trees

slum

an area of a city where poor people live and
the buildings are in bad condition
After the country became independent from England,
its slums were cleaned up and it became the economic
center of Kenya and the East Africa Community. (p. 25)

staple

an important food that is eaten very often

Many families rely on this staple. (p. 21)

someone who catches or kills an animal

illegally

The park was recently enlarged and fenced to better
protect these animals from poachers. (p. 35)
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Online Resources
“Welcome To Kenya”
•

http://lril.oxfordjournals.org/content/3/1/31.full.pdf
Read an article discussing differing viewpoints on the Conference of Berlin’s purposes
and accomplishments.

“The Land Of Runners”
•

http://www.npr.org/2012/07/28/157503759/kenyan-runners-dash-to-olympic-goldand-wealth
Listen to this story about Kenyan runners, published during the 2012 Olympics.

“Nairobi: The Green City In The Sun”
•

https://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/
Learn more about orphaned elephant rescue and how to adopt an orphan.

•

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-embassies-in-east-africa-bombed
Read more about the U.S. Embassy bombings in 1998.

“A Legacy Of Trees”
•

http://www.greenbeltmovement.org/
Visit GBM’s official website to learn how Wangari Maathai’s legacy lives on.

“The Greatest Bird Spectacle On Earth”
•

http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/greater-flamingo/
Discover why flamingoes are drawn to a “dusty place” like Lake Nakuru.

22

Faces: Kenya: A Diverse Land © March 2016

