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ESSENTIAL QUESTION:
What geographic, environmental, and
climatic features define the Outback and
how have humans and animals adapted to
them?
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Using this Guide
We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool, which is ideal for interdisciplinary
learning of social studies and science content and core literacy concepts. Find practical advice
for teaching articles individually or utilize a mini-unit that helps your students’ make cross-text
connections as they integrate ideas and information.

READ MULTIPLE ARTICLES PAGES 4 – 12
Each article in this magazine is well-suited for teaching Common Core literacy concepts and content area knowledge.
For each individual article page in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Essential Question
Content Concepts
C3 Framework for Social Studies
State Standards
Key Vocabulary
CCSS.Reading.4

SOCIAL
STUDIES
CONTENT

Prepare to Read
CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4
Close Reading Questions
CCSS.Reading.1-10
Common Core Connections to teach
reading and writing standards.
CCSS.Writing.1, 2, 3 & 6

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 14 – 16
Magazine articles can be easily grouped to make cross text
connections and comparisons. Our Common Core mini-unit
guides students to read and discuss multiple articles and
integrate ideas and information. (CCSS.Reading.9) Discussing

CORE
LITERACY

2

multiple articles (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4) prepares students
to write informational texts to share and publish in a variety of

ARTICLES

ways. (CCSS.Writing.2)
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Common Core Reading, Speaking & Listening, and Writing
READING
Core literacy concepts, such as the ones found in the Common Core State Standards, help students access social studies
and science content. Integration of both literacy thinking and content study offers students a great way to become experts
in reading informational text and literature for content knowledge. This guide provides questions to cover many core literacy
concepts.
Draw Inferences (CCSS. InfoText.1)
		
Describe Relationships (CCSS.InfoText.3)			
Analyze Text Structure (CCSS.InfoText.5) 		
Interpret Visual Information (CCSS.InfoText.7)		

Summarize (CCSS.InfoText.2)
Determine Word Meaning (CCSS.InfoText.4)
Understand Author’s Point of View (CCSS.InfoText.6)
Explain Reasons and Evidence (CCSS.InfoText.8)

FOCUS STANDARD: CCSS. InfoText 9: Integrate Ideas and Information:
Have students read multiple articles from this magazine on the same topic, build knowledge, and make cross-text
comparisons.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Use the articles in this magazine to spark meaningful discussions in person and online. Encourage deeper discussions where
students can become topic experts. (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4)

DISCUSSION OPTIONS—IN CLASS OR ONLINE
Article Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading the same article. Have students discuss the content, share
ideas, and critically evaluate the text.

Jigsaw Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading different articles. Invite students to share information and
resources with each other.

Whole Class: Launch with an essential question. Encourage students to find and share evidence from different articles
building a greater understanding of the question.

WRITING
Use the articles in this magazine to prompt informative/explanatory writing. (CCSS.Writing.2) Have students use evidence
from the texts to share information about social studies, language arts, or science content in the articles. See the Mini-Unit
section of this guide (pages 14 – 16) as well as the article pages (pages 4 - 12) for ways to incorporate writing into your
instruction.

3
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ARTICLE: Out in the Outback
Lexile Score: 1090

Magazine pages 8 - 11, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What geographic,
environmental, and climatic
features define the Outback
and how have humans and
animals adapted to them?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT
A single region can display great
diversity in physical geography.

The Outback is a large region in central Australia. Consisting
mostly of deserts, European settlers struggled to survive
here while indigenous people thrived. Today, the Outback
contributes to Australia’s economy in a variety of ways.

PREPARE TO READ
Show students a physical map of Australia. Ask them to hypothesize where
its major cities are located? Draw attention to the geographic features of
Australia’s interior. Ask students to draw conclusions about the environment
and climate in the Outback and to predict how people adapt to these
conditions.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Cite text evidence supporting this idea: The Outback is a vast expanse of land.

•

Find quotes from the article that describe both European settlers’ and
indigenous peoples’ attitudes toward the outback.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

•

Underline adjectives the author uses to describe the Outback. What
impressions of the Outback do these word choices create?

Math
Calculate how many people live in
the Outback per square mile.
Construct a bar graph comparing the
height of Uluru with other well-known
landmarks.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Compare and Contrast CCSS Info Text 3
Compare and contrast Australia’s indigenous people to the first peoples in
America. What similarities and differences do you see?
Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7

KEY VOCABULARY

Look at the photos accompanying the article. How do the photos show the

gorge (p.9) a deep, narrow area

p.11.

vastness and diversity of the region? Discuss the purpose of the photo chosen on

between hills or mountains

Writing Narratives CCSS Writing 3

4

indigenous (p.10) existing

Imagine you are an ancestral Dreaming Spirit with the power to create and change

naturally in a particular region or

forms. Write a narrative explaining what forms you would take, what you would

environment

create, and why.
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ARTICLE: Living Underground in Coober Pedy
Lexile Score: 840

Magazine pages 12 - 15, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

Living in a desert can be challenging. From opal mining to
tourism, the residents of Coober Pedy have been industrious in
the ways they have found to survive in this harsh climate.

PREPARE TO READ

What geographic,
environmental, and climatic
features define the Outback
and how have humans and
animals adapted to them?

Discuss what you know about the geography, environment, and climate of

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

desert regions. Make predictions about how humans living in desert regions
might adapt to these conditions.

•

Take a closer look at each subheading. Turn your subheading into a question.

Humans adapt to the regions they

Read your section to find the answer. Share your answer with another group.

choose to inhabit.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

(Divide students into four groups. Assign one subhead section to each group.)

•

How do the subheadings (text features) help organize the information?

•

Locate and explain one cause/effect relationship mentioned in the text.

Science
Is an opal a mineral? Research
characteristics of the opal.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Making Inferences CCSS Info Text 1

KEY VOCABULARY
cosmopolitan (p.12) having

One story claims Willie Hutchison was with his father’s gold prospecting party
when he found opals. How might this explain Coober Pedy’s wide variety of
nationalities?

people from many different parts of the
world

Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7
How do the accompanying photos help you understand the landscape and

gypsum (p.13) a white mineral that

architecture of Coober Pedy? What does the author compare it to? What would

is used to make plaster of paris

you compare it to?

subterranean (p.13) located or

Writing an Opinion CCSS Writing 1

living under the surface of the ground

Do you think you would enjoy living in Coober Pedy? Cite specific details from the
article that support your stance.

5
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ARTICLE: Hungry for Some Bush Tucker?
Lexile Score: 1220

Magazine pages 16 - 19, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What geographic,
environmental, and climatic
features define the Outback
and how have humans and
animals adapted to them?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT
The cuisine of a region is determined

Outback cuisine is greatly influenced by traditional Aboriginal
food. Relying on any type of food in the wild, indigenous
people survived on anything from seafood by the coast to
snaked and lizards in the deserts.

PREPARE TO READ
Have you ever eaten a bug? Would you eat one if your survival depended on
it? The people of the Outback have learned how to survive on food provided in
the wild. Read to find out what else you’ll find in an Outback diet.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Define “bush tucker.” Support your definition with details from the article.

•

What evidence in the article supports the claim that bush tucker is popular with
Australians in regions other than the Outback?

by available resources.

•

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

How were Aboriginal peoples’ diets determined by their local environment?
Point to specific evidence in the text.

Life Skills
Plan a menu using only local

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

ingredients from your region.

Determining Word Meaning CCSS Info Text 4
Locate the following phrases. Use context clues to determine their meanings:

KEY VOCABULARY

“Now don’t go all wobbly, mate!” (p.16)

semi-nomadic (p.17) partially

“Give it a burl and bog into some fresh honey-ant” (p.19)

moving from place to place

midden (p.17) a heap of refuse
tuber (p.18) a short, thick, round
stem that is a part of certain plants

6

Comprehend and Collaborate CCSS Speaking & Listening 1
Ask, “What Outback cuisine would you be willing to try? If you lived in the
Outback, would you live along the coast or in the interior? Why?”
Writing Informative Text CCSS Writing 2

(such as the potato), that grows

Summarize the Aboriginal cooking methods and ingredients. Explain why these

underground, and that can produce a

specific ingredients were used and describe the evidence found which proves

new plant

early cooking methods.
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ARTICLE: The Ghan
Lexile Score: 1140

Magazine pages 20 - 21, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What geographic,
environmental, and climatic
features define the Outback and
how have humans and animals
adapted to them?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT
Accessibility to transportation impacts
movement through and between
regions.

CROSS CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Math/Geography
The Ghan stretches 1,850 miles. If you
travel that far from your home (in any
direction) where would you be?

The Ghan is a transcontinental railroad running north and south
through Australia’s Outback. Although it took over 100 years of
planning to complete, today it makes the Outback accessible to
more people.

PREPARE TO READ
Discuss the importance of transcontinental railroads in America during
the 1800’s. Have students brainstorm why it was challenging to build
transcontinental railroads in Australia.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Page 20 lists many dates related to the Ghan. Calculate how many years
passed between the original idea of the railroad and its first official run.

•

How do travelers pass the time on board the train? Use evidence from the text
to support your answer.

•

Why do most people taking the Ghan get off for a few hours on their trip?

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Making Inferences CCSS Info Text 1
Why did it take so long to complete the Ghan?
Why might tourists prefer to visit the Outback via railroad?
Conduct Research CCSS Writing 7
Plan an Outback excursion. Using the website mentioned in the article, find out

KEY VOCABULARY
Inaugural (p.20) happening as
the first one in a series of similar events

how much a trip on the Ghan will cost. Use internet sources to research airfare
from your nearest major airport to Australia. What conclusions can be drawn from
your research?
Compare and Contrast CCSS Info Text 3
Refer to the list under “What else does one see on the trip?” on p.21. Compare and
contrast these items to what you might see on a railroad trip through your region.

7
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ARTICLE: Culling the Camels
Lexile Score: 930

Magazine pages 22 - 25, Persuasive Non-fiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What geographic,
environmental, and climatic
features define the Outback
and how have humans and
animals adapted to them?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT

Camels were introduced to the Outback by British explorers
and early settlers. Once viewed as an important transportation
asset, the camel population has since exploded creating an
array of problems. The fate of the camels rests with land
owners who must reach agreement on the issue.

PREPARE TO READ
Camels are associated with deserts as much as salt is with pepper, peanut
butter is with jelly. If the two are so well-suited, why would people want to
eliminate the camels from Australia’s deserts? Read to find out.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Outback’s harsh climate.

The introduction of foreign species
may create both positive and negative

•
•

Science
Research the natural habitats of the

Use evidence from the text to support the claim that camels have a negative
impact on people living in the Outback.

outcomes.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Cite text evidence supporting the idea of camels being well-suited for the

The author states, “Nobody living in the Outback enjoys camels anymore.”
What mood does the author create by using the word “nobody.”?

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Dromedary and Bactrian camels.

Cause/Effect Relationships CCSS Info Text 9

Would they thrive in your region?

Explain the cause/effect relationships mentioned in the text.

Why/why not?

Analyze Text Structure CCSS Reading 5
How does the first sentence of the third paragraph relate to the ideas expressed in

KEY VOCABULARY
cull (p.22) to control the size of
a group of animals by killing some
animals

muster (p.25) to gather together

8

the second paragraph?
Point of View/ Writing Narratives CCSS Info Text 6/Writing 1
What is the author’s point of view on this issue of what to do with the camel
population in the Outback? Imagine you are a) a land owner, b) an Aborigine, or
c) an animal rights activist. Using first person narrative, argue the issue from this
point of view.
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ARTICLE: Animals of the Outback
Lexile Score: 1200

Magazine pages 26 - 29, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION

This article describes a number of animals inhabiting the
Outback. With names just as unusual as their physical traits,
these animals are another physical characteristic of the
Outback’s geography.

PREPARE TO READ

What geographic,
environmental, and climatic
features define the Outback and
how have humans and animals
adapted to them?

Summarize what you know about the geography, environment, and climate of

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

the Outback. Predict what types of adaptations animals living there have made
in order to survive.

•

Diversity in forms of plant and animal
life help places from one another.

Page 27 mentions two types of predators. What are they and how do they each
affect animal populations?

•

Underline the phrase in paragraph two that explains why some may think the
Outback has little animal life.

CROSS CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

•

How does the author feel about the ways humans behave toward dingoes? Use
words and/or phrases in the text to support your answer.

Science
Research the Tasmanian tiger.
Describe it and the causes leading to
its extinction.

KEY VOCABULARY
marsupial (p.26) a type of animal
(such as a kangaroo or an opossum)
that carries its babies in a pocket of skin
on the mother’s stomach

predator (p.27) an animal that
preys on other animals

9

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7
Use the descriptions in the text to identify the animals in each photo.
Cause/Effect CCSS Info Text 9
A recent news article claims the Tasmanian Tiger is not extinct. (See online
resource page.) What effect might this have on kangaroo populations? How does
the presence or absence of a natural predator affect the entire food chain in a
region?
Conduct Short Research CCSS Writing 7

inquisitive (p.28) tending to ask

Use library books, Internet, or other sources to find information about one of the

questions : having a desire to know or

animals mentioned in the text. Write an informative essay about this animal’s diet,

learn more

habitat, life span, and reproduction. Present your findings to the class.
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ARTICLE: You’re On the Air…for School
Lexile Score: 1320

Magazine pages 32 - 34, Expository Nonfiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What geographic,
environmental, and climatic
features define the Outback
and how have humans and
animals adapted to them?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT

Due to the Outback’s size and remoteness, boys and girls living
in this region often attend school on the air. With the use of
computers and two-way satellite radios, the Outback’s students
are able to receive the same education as their peers.

PREPARE TO READ
How far do you travel to come to school? Do you ever feel like it is too far?
Hypothesize how students in the Outback attend schools that are hundreds, or
even thousands, of miles away.

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

regular school?” Use evidence from the article to support your answer.

Physical characteristics of places affect
the way humans interact with one

•

another.

What adjectives does the author use to describe the experience of students
living in the Outback?

•

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

In what ways are students’ experiences in the School for the Air “just like a

Find evidence supporting the idea that although the Outback is remote, it is a
world leader in this form of education.

Computer Skills
Have students identify and use
digital tools to communicate and
collaborate on an assignment or
project.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS
Point of View CCSS Info Text 6
From what point of view is this article written? How would the article differ if it
were written by a student? What if a parent or a teacher wrote it? Cite examples
of language in the text that might change.

KEY VOCABULARY

Analyze Text Structure CCSS Reading 5

facilitator (p.33) someone who

The author uses a sequential format when discussing the development of this

helps (something) run more smoothly

school. Read p.33 and explain how this format aids the flow of the text.

and effectively

tailor (p.34) to make or change
(something) so that it meets a special
need or purpose

10

Writing Opinion and Narrative CCSS Writing 1 &3
Suppose you are a student in the Outback. Assume you have also attended a
regular school. In your narrative, compare and contrast the two types of schooling.
State which type you prefer and give reasons to support your preference.
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ARTICLE: Lost in the Outback
Lexile Score: 1120

Magazine pages 36 - 38, Narrative Non-fiction

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What geographic,
environmental, and climatic
features define the Outback
and how have humans and
animals adapted to them?

GEOGRAPHY
CONCEPT
Geographic features can inhibit
or facilitate movement of people

Venturing into the Outback requires specific survival skills.
Many people have died because they lacked this knowledge.
Aborigines have helped rescue many lost travelers, but with
advanced technology, human trackers have become a rarity.

PREPARE TO READ
Ask students if they’ve ever gotten lost? Have them describe their reactions to
getting lost. How did they feel? What did they do?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS
•

Outback can be dangerous.
•

Read the third and fourth paragraphs on p.36. What key mistake did the
stranded travelers make? What might have happened if that had stayed with

throughout a region.

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Search the text for specific phrases supporting the idea that traveling in the

their vehicles? Find proof to support your answer.
•

Aborigines have played a critical role in the rescue of many people. Cite text
evidence explaining why they excel at this.

Science
Research how exposure to extreme
climates impacts the human body.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Create a diagram illustrating the

Analyze Interactions CCSS Reading 3

different ways desert climates affect

Why did police begin to use aboriginal trackers to conduct search and rescue

the human body.

missions in the Outback?

KEY VOCABULARY

Comprehend and Collaborate CCSS Speaking and Listening 1

bias (p.36) a tendency to believe
that some people, ideas, etc., are
better than others that usually results
in treating some people unfairly

constable (p.37) a public official
whose job is similar to that of a
police officer but who is elected or

Discuss the following in small groups:
Why do stranded travelers leave their vehicles?
If you were planning a trip to the Outback, how would you prepare for the trip?
Which method of transportation would you choose? Why?
Writing an Opinion CCSS Writing 1
Should technology replace the Aboriginal trackers? Support your opinion with
information from the article.

appointed rather than hired

11
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ARTICLE: Rainbow Bird
Lexile Score: 320

Magazine pages 42 - 45, Folktale

ESSENTIAL
QUESTION
What geographic,
environmental, and climatic
features define the Outback
and how have humans and
animals adapted to them?

HISTORY CONCEPT

This Aboriginal folktale explains how people came to possess
fire and why crocodiles live in swamps.

PREPARE TO READ
Explain to students that folktales are oral traditions that have been passed
down over time. Ask students to hypothesize why oral traditions are
sometimes characterized as myths or legends?

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

People create different accounts of the

•

Explain the cast of characters and stage directions needed to perform this play.

same event.

•

In the story, why do various Dreamtime creatures ask Crocodile Man for fire?
Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

•

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

List adjectives used by the author to describe the Crocodile Man and the Bird
Woman.

ELA/Drama
Perform the play for the class.

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

KEY VOCABULARY

Determine Main Ideas CCSS Reading 2

countryside (p. 46) the land

about animal characteristics? Why?

Is the purpose of the story to communicate a moral or lesson or to educate others

and scenery of a rural area

Analyze Interactions CCSS Reading 3
waterhole (p. 43) a sunken

Explain how and why Birdwoman stole Crocodile Man’s firesticks.

depression in land where water
collects

Interpret Word Meaning CCSS Reading 4
“Grandfather” is the term Alinta uses for the man telling the story. But that’s
not the term the author uses. Why is the term “elder” used and what is the
significance?

12
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COMPARING TEXTS
CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS WITH MULTIPLE ARTICLES
COMPARE ARTICLES
SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare articles they read. Help students find the
connections between pieces of information in multiple texts. Use prompts, such as the
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information
(CCSS.Reading.9):

13

•

Gather information across texts showing how the Outback has shaped the history of
the continent.

•

Use information from “The Ghan” and “You’re On the Air…for School” to show how
technological developments have impacted the lives of those living in the Outback.

•

Read “Culling the Camels” and “Animals of the Outback.” Both offer explanations
for the large camel population. But they differ slightly. Have students compare and
contrast explanations for the large camel population in the Outback.

•

Use information from “Lost in the Outback” and “The Ghan” to explain the different
reasons why people choose to travel through the Outback.

•

Read “Living Underground in Coober Pedy” and “Hungry for Some Bush Tucker?” to
explore the natural resources of the Outback and their uses.
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MINI-UNIT
EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN
This mini-unit consists of three activities to help students engage with, read and compare,
and apply concepts explored in the articles they read. Take students on a journey where
they investigate and prepare a visual demonstration of the challenges of living in the
Outback and the adaptations humans have made to its unique geographic, environmental,
and climatic features.

ENGAGE

READ AND
COMPARE

APPLY

ENGAGE: Using the chart below, have students identify characteristics of the Outback’s
geography, environment, and climate.

Outback

14

Geography

Characteristics
____________

Environment

Characteristics
____________

Climate

Characteristics
____________
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MINI-UNIT (cont.)

READ AND COMPARE ARTICLES: Begin with a focus article as a base for building
content knowledge and model how to work through the text.
1) READ ALOUD: Use “Out in the Outback” pages 8-11 as a focus article, or choose a different
article that works well for your teaching goals. Share the article summary on page 4 of this
guide. Students can read using their own copies of the article and sticky notes to mark places
they find interesting or have questions about.
2) DISCUSS THE ARTICLE: After reading, guide students to turn and talk about the article. See
the Article Pages for Close Reading Questions.
3) READ NEW ARTICLES: Help students choose additional articles to read based on their
inquiry questions or what they wonder. Refer to the Article Pages for summaries of each article
within Australia’s Upside: Outback Down Under.
4) COMPARE ARTICLES: After students have read multiple articles, guide them to make
cross-text connections. Refer to page 13 to compare articles using prompts that help students
integrate ideas and information.

CHOOSE A PURPOSE FOR READING
MAIN IDEAS AND SUPPORTING DETAILS: CCSS Informational Text 1 As you read, pay attention
to titles and subheadings. What can be inferred by reading these prior to reading the body of the
article? Find the key ideas and details supporting each idea.
DETERMINE THEME: CCSS Informational Text 2 Each article in this issue was chosen because it
provides information about the Outback. Analyze each article to decide what information the article
has that made the editors feel it was a suitable fit for this theme. How do the articles work together to
give you a “complete picture” of the Outback?
COMPARE AND CONTRAST: CCSS Informational Text 3 Australia is often referred to as “the land
down under.” In many ways, Australia (and the Outback) seem opposite of what we experience in
America. As you read, look for contrasts, but also look for all the similarities. What does this tell you
about regions around the world?what interests, surprises, or confuses you.

15
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MINI-UNIT (cont.)
APPLY: HUMAN ADAPTATION
Take students on a journey where they investigate and prepare a visual demonstration
of the challenges of living in a particular region and the adaptations humans have
made to its unique geographic, environmental, and climatic features. Divide students
into three groups. Have each group use the library, internet, and other resources
to research one of the following types of features: geographic, environmental, or
climatic. Then, ask each group to find at least two examples of how humans living in
that region have adapted to the challenges posed by the feature they are focusing on.
Last, engage students by asking them to create a poster to share their findings with
their classmates.
Group One (Geographic Features)
Research the geographic features of the Outback. Identify how the climate of the
Outback poses challenges for humans living there, and use the “Challenges and
Adaptations” graphic organizer to record your information. Then, research to find at
least two examples of how humans have adapted to the challenges posed by your
region’s climatic features. Last, create a poster to display these features, challenges
they present to humans living there, and at least two examples of how humans have
adapted to them.
Group Two (Environmental Features)
Research the environmental features of the Outback. Identify how the climate of
the Outback poses challenges for humans living there, and use the “Challenges and
Adaptations” graphic organizer to record your information. Then, research to find at
least two examples of how humans have adapted to the challenges posed by your
region’s climatic features. Last, create a poster to display these features, challenges
they present to humans living there, and at least two examples of how humans have
adapted to them.
Group Three (Climatic Features)
Research the climatic features of the Outback. Identify how the climate of the
Outback poses challenges for humans living there, and use the “Challenges and
Adaptations” graphic organizer to record your information. Then, research to find at
least two examples of how humans have adapted to the challenges posed by your
region’s climatic features. Last, create a poster to display these features, challenges
they present to humans living there, and at least two examples of how humans have
adapted to them.
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NAME: _________________________
Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer
FOCUS FEATURE (Geography, Environment, or Climate)
____________________________________________________________
Using the articles in this magazine, a library, the internet, or other
resources, list three characteristics of your focus feature.
1.
2.
3.

Feature Characteristic
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Characteristics

Challenge posed by

Description/Details of

Characteristic for

Human Adaption to
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NAME: _________________________
ANALYZE GRAPHIC FEATURES
GRAPHIC FEATURE
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NAME: _________________________
CONCEPT CHART
Show how reading multiple articles developed your understanding of the
essential question or or your own inquiry question.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION OR INQUIRY QUESTION:

ARTICLE 1:
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ARTICLE 2:

ARTICLE 3:
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Glossary
bias

Inaugural

Cultural biases had prevented the police from asking
the “Black Trackers” for help. (p.36)

It wasn’t until 2004 (75 years after the 1929 inaugural
run!) that the train ran completely through the
continent. (p.20)

constable

Indigenous

a tendency to believe that some people, ideas,
etc., are better than others that usually results in
treating some people unfairly

a public official whose job is similar
to that of a police officer but who is elected or
appointed rather than hired
In 1880, a police constable said the Aboriginal people
were able to follow tracks through dense scrub when
“the white men of the party were unable to see the
slightest indication of any footprints.” (p.37)

cosmopolitan

existing naturally in a particular
region or environment
However, indigenous peoples lived in the desert, in
diverse groups scattered across the Outback, each
with their own traditional lands. (p.10)

Inquisitive

tending to ask questions; having a
desire to know or learn more

having people from many different

parts of the world

Today Coober Pedy is a cosmopolitan town of 3,500
residents-with more than 45 different nationalities
represented in its population. (p.12)

countryside

happening as the first one in a series of

similar events

Dingoes are part of the canine family, like dogs, and
are naturally inquisitive, friendly, and smart.(p.28)

marsupial

a type of animal (such as a kangaroo or
an opossum) that carries its babies in a pocket of skin
on the mother’s stomach

the land and scenery of a rural area

…Birdwoman proudly flew around the countryside… (p.
43)

cull

to control the size of a group of animals by
killing some animals
People living in the Outback want to cull the camels.
(p. 22)

facilitator

someone who helps (something) run
more smoothly and effectively
From the start, the School of the Air was a way for
teachers, students, and home facilitators (usually a
parent) to communicate daily. (p.33)

gorge

a deep, narrow area between hills or
mountains
Here there are rugged mountain ranges and amazing
gorges with year-round waterfalls and natural rock
pools. (p.9)

gypsum

a white mineral that is used to make
plaster and fertilizers

These animals can be cute, like the quokka (known as
the world’s happiest marsupial)… (p.26)

manga

a heap of refuse

In many places, you can see the remains of ancient
seaside dinners, where towering middens of discarded
shells have been left behind. (p.17)

midden

to gather together

if you spend any time on the Internet, chances are
you’ve seen one of these famous cat memes. (p.20)

muster

a performance done without speaking

Others are mustering camels for possible sale in camel
racing. (p.25)

predator

an animal that preys on other animals.

Although most of their natural predators are gone
(such as the Tasmanian Tiger), humans are still their
biggest predator.(p.27)

semi-nomadic

partially moving from place to

place
Its vast expanse of rocky plains is littered with clear
gypsum crystals- and even some gemstones. (p.13)
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Semi-nomadic, Aboriginals often traveled miles every
day in search of food and water, especially in the harsh
desert regions. (p.17)
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Glossary
subterranean

located or living under the surface

of the ground

And visitors might stay in a subterranean hotel or
hostel. (p.13)

tailor

to make or change (something) so that it
meets a special need or purpose
Students learn the same curriculum as students in
every school in Australia, and teachers can tailor their
lessons for kids according to their learning styles and
abilities.(p.34)

tuber

a short, thick, round stem that is a part
of certain plants (such as the potato), that grows
underground, and that can produce a new plant
Using large sticks, they dug for yams, tubers, and
edible roots. (p.18)

waterhole

a sunken depression in land where

water collects
You have been busy all day, walking to the water hole…
(p.43)
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Online Resources
Out in the Outback
•

http://www.kimberleyfoundation.org.au/
This website is dedicated to the preservation of Aboriginal rock art located in the Kimberly Plateau.

Living Underground in Coober Pedy
•

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/story/s4239968.htm
Here you will find a video done in first person narrative about life in Coober Pedy.

Hungry for Some Bush Tucker?
•

http://bushtuckerrecipes.com/
Think nothing grows in the Outback? Read about the fruits, nuts, herbs, seasonings, and
meat available in the Outback.

Animal of the Outback
•

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2015/03/150306-quokkas-selfies-animalsscience-photography-australia/
This article gives more information on the quokka and how it is taking the Internet by
storm!

•

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/australia-tasmanian-tiger-sighting-proves-it-notextinct-1510479
Is the Tasmanian Tiger really extinct?

Lost in the Outback
•

http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/outdoor/guides/2012/05/bush-survival-skillsguide-to-staying-alive
Learn bush survival skills from Australia’s foremost survivor, Bear Grylls.
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