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Getting Started 
Read “Connecting the Threads of Peru: Festivals and Faces” on the inside cover. 

The Smithsonian is the world’s largest museum. It was established in 1846 with this purpose: “for the 

increase and diffusion of knowledge.”  
(RI1)  

 List the perks for collaboration between the Smithsonian and Faces. 

 How do both entities serve the purpose of increasing and diffusing knowledge? 

 Why were the field visits conducted over three seasons? 

 
(RH9) The Smithsonian brings primary sources to the festival. Discuss the benefits of primary sources vs. 

learning solely from secondary sources. 

 
 

High Five 
(RL7) Use the accompanying photo to describe this Peruvian city. How would you describe the 

architecture, city layout, physical geography, etc. 
 

(W7) What is the meaning of Viva El Peru? Is this a common feature of Peruvian cities? Have you seen 

something similar done where you live?  
 

(RI1) Geographic Theme: PLACE  
All five points discuss human characteristics. How do these characteristics affect Peru?  

 

 
At a Glance 

(RL/RI1) Geographic Theme: PLACE 
Now list the physical characteristics of Peru. Discuss how the physical characteristics impact the human 

characteristics. 
 

 

Meet the Camelid Cousins from Peru! 
(RL3) Construct a 3-way Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting the vicunas, llamas, and alpacas. 

 
(RI1) Why have llamas and alpacas been brought to the U.S.? 

 

(L5) “Connecting the Threads” has literal and figurative meaning. We will see it throughout this issue. 
How does this article show connection between Peru and the U.S.? 

 
 



The Riches of Peru 

(SL2) Break students into groups and have them summarize the article through forming an acrostic using 
the word PERU.  Here is an example: 

 Pacha Macha  
 Extreme peaks & valleys 

 Ruins 

       chUllo 
Compare acrostics. 

 
 

3,800 Varieties: The Potato in Peru 
(L5) Explain the “play on words” in the opening line. 

 

(RL8) Find evidence in the text proving potatoes originated in Peru. 
 

(RL4) Read about the freeze-drying process and then illustrate the process based on the article’s 
description. Do you feel the name of the process is appropriate? Why/why not? 

 

(RST7) Create a flow chart showing the “spread of the spud” across the world. Or use clay to create a 
model of a chacra. 

 
 

The Peruvian Brothers Driven to Success 
(L5) Here is another example of a “play on words” in the title. What is it? 

 

(RL1/RI1)  
 How have Giuseppe and Mario Lanzone brought Peruvian culture to the DC area? 

 List people that played important roles in their childhood and how their influence can be seen 

now that Giuseppe and Mario are grown. 

 List characteristics of Giuseppe and Mario that have helped make them successful. 

 How has technology helped their business grow? 

 
(RL7) Google the Peruvian Brothers to find multimedia representations of their food. How does this aid 

your understanding? 

 
(W2) Based on what you have learned about the Lanzones, who has had great influence in your life? 

How might these same people affect you as an adult? 
 

 
Weaving Connections: Textile Artists of Cusco 

(RL6) What was the author’s purpose in establishing the Center for Traditional Textiles? 

 
(W1) What’s your opinion: Is it important for older generations to pass their knowledge on to younger 

generations? Why/why not? Use examples from this article and add an example from your own life. 
 

(SL1) Discuss: What can be done to make sure the knowledge of passing generations is preserved? 

 
(SL4) Interview someone from a different generation and report his/her story to your class. Make 

attempts to “weave connections” between yourself and the person you interviewed. 
 

(RL3) Ancient Peruvians told stories through textiles. How did various Native Americans tell stories? 

Compare and contrast the methods. Why are there such a variety of methods? 
 

(W7) Conduct short research to find an image of a quipa. Try: www.thocp.net/hardware/quipa.htm 
 

http://www.thocp.net/hardware/quipa.htm


 

 
Surfing the “Little Horses” 

(RL3) Compare and contrast surfboards and caballitos. OR 
Compare and contrast what’s being done to preserve the culture and methods of building caballitos with 

the previous article about textiles. What similarities do you see? Why are they important? 

 
(RL6) Look at the quotes by the surfers in the final paragraph on page 22. What is the point of view of 

each one? Why is there such a difference? 
 

(RL1) Geography Theme: HUMAN/ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION 
In what ways have humans interacted with the coastal environment in this region? What effects are 

being seen as a result? 

 
(RH3) Identify key steps in the article’s description of building caballitos. 

 
(W7&SL2) Conduct short research to find out more about World Surfing Reserves and Huanchaco, Peru. 

Visit: www.savethewaves.org 

From the website, what did you learn about the efforts to protect the environment in Huanchaco? 
 

(SL1) Discuss the importance of: 
 Having a non-profit oversee the World Surfing Reserves 

 Having an application process, stewardship plan, ongoing management, and an evaluation 

process 

 
 

 

Live from Nauta: Radio Ucamera! 
(RL1) Geography Theme: LOCATION 

Locate Nauta using the map on pages 6&7. Describe Nauta’s absolute location. 
 

(RL8)  

 Find evidence of the level of Spanish influence on this area. 

 Find evidence that supports the revival of the Kukama language. 

 Find evidence of the economic status of residents in and around Nauta. 

 
(SL1) How is Nauta’s absolute location directly connected to the communication systems available & 

economic progress?  
 

(RL7) Watch the music video described in the article: https://vimeo.com/107704556 
How does viewing the video help in your understanding of the article’s description? 

 

(L5) What is the symbolism behind the use of tape? 
 

(RL2) What is the message of the music video? 
 

(SL5) Why do you think music was chosen as a medium? Why use the mix of rap with traditional cultural 

music? 
 

 

http://www.savethewaves.org/
https://vimeo.com/107704556


Atajo De Negritos, A Foot-Stomping Celebration 

(RL/RI1) List the instruments developed by slaves. What characteristics would you attribute to the 
slaves? 

 
(RL3) In the previous article, you learned how a native language is being preserved. This article looks at 

Afro-Peruvians and how they preserve their culture. What similarities and differences do you see? Do we 

experience something similar in America? Why? 
 

(W7) Watch a demonstration of this festival. Examples can be found on YouTube under ATAJO DE 
NEGRITOS or Hatajo de Negritos- Familia Ballumbrosio. 

 
(SL2) After viewing a video clip, discuss how these festivals help preserve cultures. How do they also 

serve to educate those from other cultures? (Reiterate the purpose of the Smithsonian and the purpose 

of bringing festivals from around the world to the U.S.) 
 

 
Bridging History: The Q’Eswachaka 

(L5) What is the literal and figurative meaning of the title? 

 
(W2) Explain why the four communities go through such a laborious task every year when there is a 

modern bridge nearby. 
 

(RI1) Connecting threads: 
1. List ways the 1,000 individuals need to rely on each other during the bridge building. 

2. Discuss the symbolism in the knots and the fact that if one fails…the entire bridge falls. 

3. The four communities each have an absolute location. How does the bridge affect the relative 
location of these communities? 

4. How do the people of these communities shape the character of this place? 
 

(SL1) Describe your community and how it relates with neighboring communities. Brainstorm ways to 

“tighten the knots” where you live. What are the benefits of living in these types of communities? 
 

 
Dancing from the Heart: The Marinera 

(RL7) How do the photos enhance the meaning of the article? 

 
(RL8) Find evidence in the text that the Marinera is popular, not only in Peru, but all over the world. 

 
(RL3) Compare/contrast the Marinera to Atajo de Negritos. Discuss the major influences of both. 

 
 

Chicha: Music, Art, and Drink 

(L1&L4) Chicha is a multiple meaning word. Have students take turns stating a sentence using the word 
CHICHA. Classmates must distinguish which meaning is being referred to based on context clues. 

 
(RI1) Geography Theme: MOVEMENT 

Discuss: How did the movement of village workers in the 60s impact Peruvian culture? (Look for 

influences in music and art.) 
 

(SL1)  
 Why does Elliot have doubts about the future of Chicha as an art? 

 Discuss the “supply & demand” principle and the effect it is having on Chicha artists. Brainstorm 

possible solutions to the problem. 

 
 



Wanamey: The Tree of Life 

(RL6) Assume you are a Wachiperi adult. What is your dual purpose in telling this story to your children?  
 

(RL2) What is the theme of the story? How does it speak specifically to the geography theme: 
HUMAN/ENVIRONMENT INTERACTION? 

 

(RL9) The opening states cultures around the world have similar stories. Compare/contrast this story to 
one you may be familiar with based on your culture. 

 
 

Wrap Up 
1. Peruvian Potato Party: 

Give students a potato and instruct them to decorate it to represent something from the Peruvian 

culture. 
2. Connecting the Threads: 

Use a world map and thread or yarn to create a “world-wide web” of connections between Peru 
and another city or country around the world. Encourage students to go back and skim articles 

for ideas. Attach an index card describing how the places are connected. (Here is a list of some 

of the places mentioned: Great Britain, Spain, France, Africa, China, Japan, Italy, Virginia, 
Washington D.C., etc.) 

3. Learn more about the Smithsonian’s Peruvian festival at: www.festival.si.edu 
 

 
  

 

 

http://www.festival.si.edu/

