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Heather Bode lives in Helena, Montana.  She writes feature articles for a regional magazine and enjoys 
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Getting Started 
(RI1) Construct a list of terms used for money. (i.e. benjamins, greenbacks, cheddar, clams, dough, loot, 

moolah, etc.)  Why are there so many terms to describe money? What does this tell you about its 
importance? 

 

(RI8) Point out that this issue focuses on a human system instead of an earth system. Look for evidence of 
how these systems are intertwined. 

 
 

High Five 

(RL1) Classify the five points using the FACES tagline: people, places, culture. 
 

(L5) This section refers to some clichés about money. Visit ClichéSite.com and search for clichés with the 
term “money.” How many of these are familiar? Discuss their meanings. Illustrate the literal meaning and 

the figurative meaning of one cliché. 
 

 

At a Glance 
(RI1) The number 13 is traditionally considered an “unlucky” number. Why is this number so predominant 

on our money? 
 

(RL3) Look at the five, ten, and twenty-dollar bills. Compare and contrast the designs. 

 
(RL7) The Art Connection at the end of the issue asks students to create a new design for money. This is a 

good time to discuss designs. What would students include/exclude? Why? Looking at the photos 
accompanying this article, how hard or easy would it be to redesign and issue this money? 

 

 
What Price Sushi? 

(RL1) List characteristics of the Bluefin tuna. Which of these characteristics make the Bluefin vulnerable? 
Why? 

 
(RL2) This article shows the geography theme of human/environment interaction. What is the message? 

How do people need to plan and manage their environment responsibly? What are the consequences if we 

don’t? 
 

 
Money Through the Ages 

(RST7)  

 Construct a flow chart showing the development of money systems throughout the ages. 

 Make a list of pros and cons for each type of money used. 

 
(W1) The article states, “In order to be used as money, an item simply has to be rare and precious enough 

to be considered desirable.” Using the flowchart or pro/con list to refer to historical precedent, write an 
opinion piece about what could be used as currency today.   

http://clichesite.com/alpha_list.asp?which=lett+1


Making Money: Counterfeiting Through the Ages 

(RL6/W3) Write a narrative from the point of view of one of the following people: 
 Secret Service Agent in 1865 

 Mary Butterworth 

 Treasury Security-present day 

 

(RL8) Find evidence from the article suggesting counterfeiting and currency will always be associated. 
 

(SL1) Why do people resort to counterfeiting? Discuss penalties used in colonial times vs. today’s penalties. 
Why does this remain such an important issue? 

 

 
World Trade: The Commodities Market 

(RST9) Watch “Floored: Into The Pit- Epic Trader Movie!” on youtube. It is over an hour, but just watching 
the first 12 minutes gives enough information. How does this help you understand the commodities 

market? Compare/contrast reading about it vs. watching it. Which format do you prefer? 

 
(RST4) Discuss the meaning of key-terms/symbols needed for a job in the commodities market. 

 
(RL7) How do the photos on pages 17 & 18 help in understanding the scope of the commodities market? 

 

 
Bitcoins: The Future of Money? 

(W7&8) Conduct research to find the pros and cons of Bitcoins. 
 

(SL1) Debate: virtual currency vs. hard currency 
 

(RL3) Reference the article “Money Through the Ages” to compare and contrast technology’s impact on 

currency in the past with technology and its impact on currency today. 
 

(RI1) Look at the Fast Facts on page 23. 
 Infer: 

 Why isn’t the real inventor of Bitcoins known? 

 What will happen in 2140 after the last Bitcoin is created? 

 Will this even matter? What might currency and technology look like in 2140? 

  

 
Money To Burn 

(L5) The title is a cliché. What is the literal and figurative meaning of the phrase? 
 

(RL1/RI1)  
1. When did the Chinese invent paper? 

2. Why was paper payment preferred on trade routes? 

3. How does paper money tie into religious customs in China? 
4. Discuss the symbolism in this religious custom. 

 
 

More Than Pocket Change 

(RL1/RI1) Locate Yap Island in the Pacific. Discuss the island’s importance to trade routes. 
 

(W7) Conduct short research on David O’ Keefe, copra, or rai. 
 

(RL3) Compare and contrast Bitcoins and rai.  
         Compare and contrast American counterfeiting to the absence of theft on Yap. 

 

(SL3) Listen to “The Island of Stone Money” on NPR. It is approximately 4.5 minutes.  Summarize and 
evaluate the speakers. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCcxr-fyF4Q
http://www.npr.org/blogs/money/2011/02/15/131934618/the-island-of-stone-money


Dear Tommy 

Tommy and Ben discuss jobs and saving. Spring Break is a great time to start thinking about summer 
plans. (This is when many college students find their summer jobs.) Brainstorm a list of age-appropriate 

ideas such as: 
 Take a safe-sitter class at the local hospital. 

 Volunteer at the Humane Society to learn how to dog-sit. 

 Take a lifeguard certification class/ CPR at the local YMCA. 

 

 
Money Problems: A Ming Folktale 

(RL3) Describe these characters and then compare and contrast them. 

 Chen Boshi 

 Chen’s wife 

 Li 

 Li’s wife 

 
(RL2) Determine the theme or message of the folktale. Use a character’s quote to support your message. 

 
(W1) Another popular cliché is: money can’t buy happiness. What is your opinion? Support your opinion 

with reasons and real life examples. 

 
 

Wrap Up 
Guest Speaker: 

Invite an investor/banker to talk to students about savings vehicles and money management. 
 

Invite the PTO Treasurer to talk with students about the PTO’s budget and how fundraising helps direct 

decisions over which needed school items get funded. 
 

Game Show: 
Game shows revolve around winning prizes…mainly money. Have students choose a game show (such as 

Jeopardy!, Wheel of Fortune, The $100,000 Pyramid, etc.) and make up questions or puzzles using 

information from this issue. 
 

Themes of Geography: 
Choose one article and match it to a geography theme: 

 Location: relative and/or absolute 

 Place: physical and/or human characteristics 

 Human/Environment Interaction: positive and negative effects 

 Movement: our connectedness to other regions and cultures 

 Regions: an area on earth with unifying characteristics 


