
Teacher’s Guide for FACES 
October 2013: Germany 

Teacher’s Guide prepared by Heather Bode 
 

Heather Bode is the great-great-granddaughter of German immigrants. Yes, she prefers to eat 
her brats piled high with sauerkraut!  She is the mother to five children and enjoys researching 
and writing about history in her spare time. 
 
Getting Started 
Read the title and subtitles on the front cover.  Why do you think Germany is an appropriate 
topic for this month?  Does anyone know the meaning of “on the fast track?” 
 
High Five 
Read the five points and classify them according to the six elements of geography. (world in 
spatial terms, places & regions, physical systems, human systems, environment & society, uses 
of geography) 
 
At a Glance 
(RI1)   

• What is the meaning of the different colors on the map? 
• Almost all of the cities are located along rivers.  Find an exception and express an 

opinion as to why a city might develop without a direct water route. 
• How does Germany’s global position explain the cool and wet climate? 
• It says Germany is just a bit smaller than the size of Montana.  Montana just surpassed 

the 1 million mark in population!  Germany has almost 82 million people.  What does this 
tell you about population density? 

 
For the Dogs 
(L5)  Have you ever heard the expression: For the Dogs?  What does it mean?  Does it have the 
same meaning here? 
 
(RL1)  Make a timeline showing the development of the German Shepherd. 
 
(RL8)  What evidence can you find to support the idea of politics playing 
an important role in the development and naming of the dog? 
 
(SL1)  Debate:  The second to last paragraph mentions breeders passing on the good and the 
bad traits. How do you feel about this?  Should breeders continue to develop different bloodlines?  
Why/why not? 
 
Welcome to Germany 
(SL1)  This article serves as an overview of the country.  Break students into small groups.  
Assign each group a certain type of visual organizer (i.e. Venn diagram, web, t-chart, etc.) to 
organize the article’s information.  Use a document camera to present the organizers to the class. 
 
(RH6) Identify aspects of the article that reveal the author’s purpose.  Is there loaded language 
or avoidance of particular facts? (Some students might mention the Holocaust.)  Why might this 
be? 
 
(RL1/RI1)  How did the Berlin Wall change the physical geography of Germany?  How did it 
change society?  What symbolism do you see in the demolition of the Berlin Wall?  Do you think 
it should have been completely destroyed?  Why/why not? 
 



Beyond Sausage & Sauerkraut 
(RL7)  Before reading the article, use the article photos to come up with a list of adjectives to 
describe German cuisine.  As you read the article, make a list of adjectives used by the author.  
Compare/contrast the lists after reading the article. 
 
A Castle Fit for a Fairy-Tale King 
(RL7)  View more pictures of the castle at: http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=1N8XvvMWCpQ 
What mood did Ludwig II create on the interior of the castle?   
 
(L5)  Define irony.  Would it be considered ironic that Ludwig II built something based on “fairy 
tales” and ended up inspiring Walt Disney?  Also consider the tragic ending of Ludwig’s life. 
 
(W7&SL2)  Read the synopses of Lohengrin and Tannhauser at: 
www.metoperafamily.org/metopera/history/stories/synopsis.aspx?customid=127 
www.metoperafamily.org/metopera/history/stories/synopsis.aspx?customid=23 
Summarize the story of each opera to share with the class. 
What evidence of their influence can be seen throughout the castle? 
 
(SL1&RI8)  Would you consider Ludwig II a visionary? Or insane?  Discuss this as a group and be 
able to offer details from the article or other source to back up your claim. 
 
The Modern Faithful Steed 
(L4&L5)  The term “faithful steed” used to refer to a horse.  What does a modern faithful steed 
mean? 
 
(RI8)  Find evidence of how German cars have become an integral part of German culture.  Find 
evidence of how German cars have become an integral part of American culture. 
 
(RL1)  What terms are used to describe German cars?  What feeling do these words evoke?  
What aspects of the autobahn draw people to it? 
 
(W1)  Write an opinion paragraph on the following topic.  Which country makes better cars: 
Germany or America?  Support your opinion with reasons and information. 
  
(RL7)  Look at the photos on pp. 22-23.  What mood is elicited? 
 
Balver Hohle: A Cave of Many Uses 
(RL1)  How has the physical geography of Balver Hohle been put to use by the German people?  
Look for several answers from various stages of history. 
 
(RI1)  Balver Hohle is a popular recording spot for artists from all over the world.  Why?  What 
features of the cave give it such amazing acoustics? 
 
(SL1&2)  Divide the class into 3 groups.  Assign each group one section of the article (starting 
with One Amazing Cave).  Instruct each group to read the section and come up with details to 
support their section title.   
 
(L5)  What is the double meaning of the section title: This Cave Rocks? 
 
Dear Tommy 
(RL3)  Make a triple Venn diagram to compare and contrast Tommy, Josie, and Lily. 
 



(RI1&W3)  Assume you are Josie.  You are applying for an au pair position in the United States.  
What makes you qualified for the job?  Use details from Josie’s emails to help you form an 
introductory letter. 
 
Oktoberfest: Germany’s Time for Family Fun 
(RL4)  Vocabulary:  exhibitions, folk festival, epidemics, toboggan, cloak, marksman, Punch & 
Judy 
 
(RL1)   

• Trace the history of Oktoberfest. 
• List reasons for the festival’s popularity. 
• What attempts have been made to ensure that the festival is family-friendly? 

 
(RL8)  Find evidence that the festival’s organizers care about the environment as well as the 
people celebrating the festival. 
 
(RI7)   

• What aspects of German culture are depicted in the article’s photos?  
• What does the photo on p. 35 say about the size of the festival? 

 
(SL2)  Watch a promotional video for Oktoberfest at: 
www.muenchen.de/int/en/events/oktoberfest.html 
(scroll down to the bottom of the page)  Discuss what mood is created by the video?  Why is this 
important for tourism? 
 
(W7)  Conduct short research on one of the following topics:  Punch and Judy or flea circuses. 
(Examples of both of these can be seen on YouTube.) 
  
Can You Speak German? 
To look at common German phrases go to: 
www.languagehelpers.com/words/german/basics.html 
 
(RL1)  Why are Americans familiar with many German words?  How did these words enter the 
English language? 
 
(RI7)  What is the setting for the illustration?  Why do you think the illustrator chose this 
location? 
 
A Tale of 2 Brothers 
(RL1)  What kinds of adversity did the Grimm brothers face as children?  How did they overcome 
this adversity to get their education? 
 
(RL3)  Compare and contrast the two brothers.  How might their relationship carry over into their 
stories? 
 
(RI1)  What does the closing sentence reveal about the writing process? 
 
(W1)  Where have you seen a resurgence of fairytales?  (TV)  Write an opinion piece on why 
these shows have become so popular in American society. 
 
(W7&8 and SL4)  Find a version (original or not) of a Grimm fairytale.  Read it and summarize it 
for the class. 
 



The Three Brothers 
(L1)  Read through the play as a class. 
 
(RI1)  What elements of German culture are used in the play? 
 Is there symbolism in the third brother’s use of light to fill the barn? 
 
(RL5)  Discuss the setting, characters, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. 
 
Wrap Up 
Oktoberfest is celebrated throughout the U.S.  Is there a celebration near you?  Watch 
newspapers/ news for information this month.  Invite an Oktoberfest organizer to come and talk 
to the class. 
 
Immigration Patterns 
Discuss the various elements of the German heritage evident in the U.S. today.  Examples would 
be: German Shepherd, BMW’s, German words, etc. 
What might have caused so many Germans to immigrate to America?  Why have those numbers 
slowed over recent years? 
 


