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Teacher’s Guide for FACES 
November/December 2012: Religion Around the World 

Teacher’s guide prepared by Heather Bode 
 

Heather Bode has worked in education for over 16 years.  She enjoys doing freelance writing for 
children’s magazines.  She lives in Helena, MT with her husband and just added baby number 5 
to her family: a girl! 
 
Getting Started: 

• Preview the issue focusing on the photos and illustrations.  What mood is conveyed?  Are 
there any exceptions? 

• Why might the theme of Religion Around the World be suitable for this time of year? 
 
High Five 
(RL2)  After reading High Five, construct a concept map of themes under the title: Religious 
Aspects of Daily Life. 
 
God’s Rescue League:  The Story of Noah 
(L1)  Take a class poll.  How many have heard the story of Noah’s Ark?  Summarize it. 
 
(RL3)  Compare and contrast students’ versions of it.  Why might students have grown up 
learning different versions? 
 
(L1)  There seems to be quite a bit of popularity surrounding Noah’s Ark.  What is your opinion?  
Why is it such a popular story? 
 
(W1) Research: Would it be possible to fit the animals inside the ark?  How big was the ark?  
One possible sight:  www.allaboutpopularissues.org/noahs-ark.htm 
 
(RL8) The story of Noah’s Ark still causes controversy today.  Go to 
www.foxnews.com/scitech/2010/04/27/noahs-ark-found-turkey-ararat/ to view “Has Noah’s Ark 
Been Found on Turkish Mountaintop?” 
Review the evidence that is presented.  Do you think the group of researchers could be biased?  
Why? Why not? 
 
What is Religion? 
(RI 1)  

• Why is it important to delve into such a personal issue? 
• How is religion intertwined with “People, Places, and Culture?” 
• What are the benefits of having religious freedom in the U.S.? 
• What does it mean for you personally? 

 
(W2)  Research the history behind the First Amendment.  Why was religious freedom so 
important to early Americans? 
 
(SL1)  Work with a partner or in groups to come up with an answer (definition) to the question 
posed in the title: What is religion? 
 
(SL1)  Work in groups to answer the questions in the final paragraph.  What do your answers tell 
you about the diversity in your classroom? 
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The Universal Rule 
(RL9) This article talks about a code of conduct.  Use your school’s student handbook to find 
examples that might be similar to the Golden Rule. 
 
(RL7) Poster Contest:  Illustrate the concept of reciprocity. 
 
(RL9)  Compare the statements from various religious literary sources in the right hand column of 
the article.  Highlight words of similarity. 
 
(W1/W3)  Brainstorm a list of places or groups that have a code of conduct: schools, homes, 
churches, sports groups, etc.  Write an opinion piece about why we have codes of conduct.  
Support your opinion with reasons and information.  OR Imagine your school had no code of 
conduct.  Relate a story about your experience. 
 
Keeping Track of Time 
(RI1)   

• After reading this article, are you struck by the complexity of the process for forming a 
calendar?   

• Who were the people actually making the calendars?   
• How did religion get involved?  Why? 

 
(SL1) Work with a partner to make up a test-taking exercise.  Use matching, true/false, or 
multiple- choice questions. 
 
(SL5/L1&2)  Make your exercise into a powerpoint presentation for the class. 
 
Use the calendar converter at www.fourmilab.ch/documents/calendar/ to learn much more about 
calendars.  For fun, type in your birthday in the Gregorian Calendar.  Press “calculate” and then 
scroll down the page to view your birthday in the Julian/Hebrew/Islamic Calendar form. 
 
What’s for Dinner? 
(RL3)  There are six major religious groups mentioned in the article.  Summarize the food 
patterns for each group. 
 
(RL7)  Based on the descriptions in the article, match each photo to its religion. 
(RL4)  Define: customs, rituals, laws, and celebrations.  Refer back to your summaries of the six 
groups.  Which food patterns are customs, rituals, laws, or celebrations? 
 
(SL4/L3)  Take a class poll: Does anyone have a special holiday meal in November or December?  
Is it tied to religion and/or culture?  Encourage students to ask their parents/grandparents about 
this if they are unsure. 
Students might also enjoy bringing in a special holiday food to share with their classmates. 
 
When Science and Religion Collide 
(RI 1) 

• Why does there seem to be so much conflict between science and religion? 
• How did the people in the article handle controversy in the past?  How do we handle it 

in the present? 
• Are there any lessons to be learned? 

 
(W7)  Research one of the following topics:  Galileo Galilei, Roman Inquisition, Scopes Monkey 
Trial, Stem Cell Research 
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(RL7)  How does the compass illustration represent the article’s concept? 
 
(L5)  Read the quote by Albert Einstein.  What does it mean?  Do you agree or disagree with his 
thought? 
 
(SL1)  Discuss with a group:  Is it possible to be a scientist and also be deeply religious? 
 
Wearing is Believing 
(RL1) 

• How is clothing an expression of faith? 
• Find words used in the article that describe most of the clothing. ( i.e. modesty, 

simplicity, humility, ceremonial)  What types of clothing are brought to mind? 
 
(W3)  How do you react when you see someone in religious garb different than your own?  How 
do others react to you if you wear religious clothing? Write about a time you have experienced a 
positive/negative reaction to your clothing. 
 
(SL5)  Use the internet to find picture examples of all the types of clothing mentioned here.  
Share them with the class. Are any of the styles seen in your school/town?  Why/why not?  
 
Growing Up… 
(RL1)  The four girls in the article all attend the same school.  What does this tell you about the 
school?  The city/state where they live? 
 
(W4)  Write your own profile explaining your religion.  Use the five paragraph format.  Decide 
which themes to include (food, dress, customs, laws, etc.).   
Analyze your profile and compare it the ones in the article.  Which of the six religions mentioned 
does your profile most closely resemble?   
 
(W10)  Do the activity above, but choose a specific audience:  adults, peers, younger children.  
Decide what information may/may not be appropriate for each audience.  
 
How Do You Say ‘God’? 
(L5)  Read the opening line.  What sort of tone is set with that introduction?  Can you think of an 
alternate opening that might suggest a different tone? 
 
(L4)  What is the meaning of monotheistic? 
 
(RL2)  What is the theme of the article? 
 
(W7&8) Use the website www.omniglot.com/writing/ to research the Hebrew, Greek, and Arabic 
alphabets.  What are the characteristics of each alphabet?  What does the alphabet look like?  
What is the history behind each one? 
(This sight also offers language learning tips and video lessons.  Look for those in the left 
margin.) 
 
Dear Tommy 
(L4)  Locate vocabulary that is holiday-specific in the article. 
 
(RI1)  

• Mel knows the traditions and the history behind Hanukkah.  How do you think she 
learned about this? 
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• Tommy mentions that they have never celebrated Christmas and Hanukkah together.  
Why?  (Refer to the Keeping Track of Time article.) 

 
(RI2)   

• How do traditions add to the meaning of religious holidays?   
• Refer to High Five concept map: Which themes do Tommy and Mel  

 discuss in their letters? 
 
(RL9)  Create a Venn Diagram to help students visualize the similarities and differences between 
Christmas and Hanukkah. 
 
Wars in the Name of God 
(RL4)  Vocabulary:  crusade, jihad, Pope 
 
(RH6)  What is the author’s purpose: inform, entertain, persuade? 

What aspects reveal the author’s purpose: inclusion/avoidance of certain facts, loaded 
language, etc.? 

 
(RH2)  Determine the central ideas of the article and summarize them. 
 
(RH1)  Go online to find a primary source for information on the Crusades.  How might it differ 
from a secondary source? 
 
(SL1)  The final paragraph states: “These leaders share the same hope of the majority of the 
world’s population- that people of all faiths can live together in peace.”  Do you feel this is 
possible?  Why/why not? 
 
Raven and the New Humans: A Haida Legend 
*Recall that the raven was featured in last month’s edition of FACES.  It is present in many 
cultural legends. 
 
(W7)  Research: Haida 
 
(RI1)   

• Geographically speaking: Where are these people from?  What elements/characters 
mentioned in the story reinforce the geographical location? (clamshells, chitons, etc.) 

• The Great Flood is mentioned on page 42.  Which previous article does this go back to?   
 
(RL8)  What evidence found in the legend suggests aspects of the Haida belief system? 
 
 Wrap Up 
Use local newspapers to find examples of religious celebrations in your area. 
 
(SL3) Invite community members of various religious backgrounds to talk to students about their 
holiday traditions.  Make sure students are able to summarize each speaker’s key points. 
  


