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Heather Bode has worked in the field of education for 16 years.  She also enjoys writing and 
researching articles for children’s magazines.  She lives with her family in Helena, MT. 
 
Getting Started: 
Students may have grandparents or family acquaintances that served in the Vietnam War.  So 
there may be some students who equate this country with war.   Create a web based on 
students’ background knowledge.  You may also want to check with the U.S. History teacher at 
your school to see how the Vietnam War is discussed and presented in the history textbook. 
 
High Five: 
Read High 5 and categorize the 5 points into the following:  Physical Geography or Cultural 
Geography. 
 
(RL7)  Predict the climate based on the photo illustration. 
 
At a Glance: 
(W2, W6, W7)  Work with a partner to research one of the following topics online and write a 
summary to present to the class. 

• Communism 
• Vietnamese cash crops 
• Vietnamese mineral resources 
• Vietnamese language 

 
(W7,8)  Go to www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/4130.htm  to read the U.S. Department of State’s page 
on Vietnam. 

• Find major exports and who receives them. 
• Find major imports and where they come from. 
• How did the U.S. become involved in the Vietnam War? 
• What is communism like in modern day Vietnam? 

 
Vietnam’s Super Swamp Creature: 
(RL1)   

1. How do you think the swamp buffalo got its name? 
2. What characteristics make it an easy animal to keep? 
3. How do water buffaloes adapt to the climate of Vietnam? 
4. Why are children and older people the caretakers of the buffaloes? 
5. Name other animals that are ungulates. 
6. Why is a water buffalo considered a wise long-term investment? 
7. How is the worth of a buffalo calculated? 
8. Why will the water buffalo remain an important part of Vietnamese culture for years to 

come? 
 
(RL9) (W7,8,9)  Research and draw comparisons between the American bison and the 
Vietnamese water buffalo.    What importance have these animals played in each country’s 
history?  What does the future hold for them? 
 
(SL1)  Short-term/Long-term investing: 



This article gives examples of livestock classified as either a short-term or long-term investment.  
With a partner, make a list of common livestock raised in America.  Classify the livestock as either 
a short or long-term investment and explain your reasoning. 
 
Vietnam’s Confucian Heritage: 
(RH3)  Trace the key steps that lead to the spread of Confucianism. 
(RH5)  Discuss the arrangement of the article.  
(W1)    Choose one of the following topics and write an opinion piece supported by reasons and 
information.  Option 1:  Vietnamese government/people/schools did/did not use Confucian 
teachings to their advantage.  Option 2:  Conquering countries do/do not exude much influence 
over their conquests. 
(W2&L5)  Choose one of the following Confucius quotes and explain its meaning to you.  You 
may choose to illustrate its meaning. 

• “A superior man is modest in his speech, but exceeds in his actions.” 
• “Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life.” 
• “Everything has beauty, but not everyone sees it.” 
• “He who learns but does not think is lost.  He who thinks but does not learn is in great 

danger.” 
• “I hear and I forget.  I see and I remember.  I do and I understand.” 
• “It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.” 
• “Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.” 
• “Success depends upon previous preparation, and without such preparation there is sure 

to be failure.” 
• “The expectations of life depend upon diligence; the mechanic that would perfect his 

work must first sharpen his tools.” 
The Mountain River Cave:  Vietnam’s Son Doong 
Go to http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2011/01/largest-cave/largest-cave-
interactive for photos and to learn what it is like inside the cave.  The following YouTube sight 
has many of the same photos and interactive layout of the cave set to music.  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeB3Buc2p20 
 
(SL2)  View information at the above sights and evaluate how they present information 
differently than the article format. 
(RI1)  Assume you have the opportunity to interview Howard and Deb Limbert.  Make a list of 
questions 
(SL4)  Assume you are the person in the article’s main illustration.  Report on what you are 
observing.  Use facts and details gathered from the internet and article. 
(SL6)  Complete the SL4 activity but change the audience:  parents/peers/geography 
teacher/general tv audience. 
  
Welcome to Vietnam 
(W3)  You are hosting a Vietnamese foreign exchange student.  Write a story about your 
observances of Vietnamese culture/etiquette.  Compare and contrast it with American culture.  
How could you help your exchange student adapt to living in the United States?  How might 
he/she be a help to you? 
(W3)  Assume you are a Vietnamese foreign exchange student living in America.  Write a letter 
home explaining U.S. culture/etiquette to your Vietnamese family. 
(SL3)  Read stories/letters in class.  How could Americans benefit from observing Vietnamese 
culture/etiquette? 
 



Land of Rice and Rivers 
(SL5)  Use a document camera to show the At a Glance map of Vietnam.  Label the Red River 
and Mekong River.  Label northern/central/southern Vietnam and write down food choices from 
each region. 
(L5)  Use the map to examine the meaning of the simile comparing Vietnam to the farmer’s rice 
baskets. 
(RL8)  Based on evidence in the article, do you think Vietnamese cuisine is healthy?  Why?  Why 
not? 
(RL8)  Find evidence of Vietnam’s political history influencing its cuisine.  
 
Tet:  Vietnamese New Year 
(RL4)  Vocabulary:  Tet, Cay Neu, banh chung, ancestors, symbolism, superstitions 
(SL1&RL2)  Work with a partner to construct concept maps for:  the importance of Tet, 
symbolism involved with Tet, superstitions mentioned in the article. 
(SL5)  Use online resources to present the sights and sounds of Tet to the class. 
 
Chao Mung Ban Den Voi Viet Nam 
You can listen to or watch TV and radio broadcasts in Vietnamese at http://thvl.vn/  
 
(RL1)  

1. What are the advantages to learning a language before traveling to a foreign country? 
2. How does physical geography connect to a country’s language? 
3. Taking into consideration regional dialects, is it possible to perfect a foreign language?  

Or even our own language? 
4. Make a list of the phrases the main character learned. 
5. What are the key areas she covered? 

 
Dear Tommy 
(RL8)  Find details in Bea’s letters that support the following: 

• Education is important. 
• Vietnam is a modern nation. 
• There are many cultural differences between the U.S. and Vietnam. 
• There are many similarities between the U.S. and Vietnam for these teenagers. 

**It may seem a bit strange to the students that Bea plays badminton…but keep reading. 
 
Keeping It in the Air 
**After reading this article, ask students if they have a better understanding of why Bea plays 
badminton. 
 
Visit the International Shuttlecock Federation’s website at www.shuttlecock-world.org to view 
pictures from the 6th World Championships. 
 
In America, jianzi seems to go by the name of kikbo.  Ask students if anyone has heard of this.  
Go to www.kikbo.com to view tutorials/fundamentals of how to play.  Also on this website, click 
on “Kikbo with Chinese Masters” to see some incredible moves! 
 
(W2& L1,2,3)  Jianzi is similar to several well-known sports such as hacky-sack, soccer, and 
volleyball (when playing the court version).  Analyze these sports to determine what athletic 
traits are needed to be successful at each one.  How can practicing one sport improve your 
technique in a similar sport? 
 



The Wildlife of Vietnam 
(W10)  Using details from the article, have students make up a matching or multiple-choice 
exercise about the wild animals. 
(W4&6)  The simple set-up of this article lends itself to an outlining activity.  Students may work 
in partners or individually to deconstruct the article into the planning stages an author would go 
through before writing.  (This will help emphasize how clear and coherent writing must develop 
from a plan.)  Once students have a draft, use computers to produce a finished product.  A 
sample of what students might come up with is below: 
 

The Wildlife of Vietnam 
I. Huge diversity  

A. Mountains 
B. Coniferous forests/tropical rainforests 
C. Mangrove swamps 

 
II. Wild Animals of Vietnam 

A. Asian elephant 
B. Indochinese tigers 
C. Dhole (Asian red dog) 
D. Saola 

i. Just discovered in 1992 
ii. Very elusive 

 
E. Malaysian sun bears 
F. Red-shanked doucs (monkeys) 
G. Rufous-necked hornbills (birds named for large curved bill) 
H. Green sea turtles 

 
III. Wildlife Protection 

A. Why is it needed? 
i. Deforestation for rice fields 
ii. Illegal hunting 
iii. Pollution 
iv. Destruction from war 

 
B. What is being done: 

i. Hunting and conservation laws 
ii. Established 85 national parks and nature reserves 
iii. Promoting ecotourism 

 
IV. How to Help 

A. Education for Nature- Vietnam 
B. World Wildlife Fund 

 
Tam and Cam: a Vietnamese Folktale 
(RL3)  After reading the first paragraph, students should be able to make the connection to 
another well-known tale.  After reading the entire selection, encourage students to find a print 
version of Cinderella so the two may be compared and contrasted. 
(RL9)  What elements of Vietnamese culture do you find in the folktale?  Do you see similar 
elements of American culture in Cinderella? 
 
Wrap Up: 



(SL3)  Invite a Vietnam War veteran to talk to the class about his/her experience.  Analyze how 
this magazine issue contrasts with the Vietnam of 40-50 years ago. 
Host a jianzi tournament. 
 
(L1&L3)  If you made a web before reading this issue, refer back to it.  How accurate and up-to-
date was the information on the web?  Discuss what you learned and what was the most 
surprising information in the issue.   


