
Teacher’s Guide for FACES 
July/August 2012:  Kids Pick! 

Teacher’s guide prepared by Heather Bode 
 

Heather Bode has been working in the field of education for 16 years.  She enjoys writing 
nonfiction for children’s magazines.  In the summer months, her kids pick camping in Montana as 

their favorite spot. 
 
Getting Started: 
Preview the issue.  What is different about this issue?  Are any of the winning locations places 
you would like to visit? 
 
High 5: 
Use a pen/pencil to circle the topic of each point.  Then match the five topics to one of these 
statements: 
 

1. Some things cross all geographical boundaries. 
2. Some things only exist in a specific geographic location. 

 
At a Glance: Visit the Rainforest 
(W7, 8,9)  Research deforestation and the importance of rainforests. Here are two places to 
start: 
www.nationalgeographic.com/eye/deforestation/effect.html/videos/satelliteimages/pictures 
 
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/deforestation-overview/ 
 
(WHST1)  Based on your research, write an argument introducing and supporting your claim. 
 
(RL4)  Explain the interdependence of the rainforest layers by creating analogies, similes, or 
metaphors. 
 
Graphic Organizing:  Show the importance of the rainforest by creating a flow chart or a series of 
if/then statements. 
 
Your Favorite Animal: 
(RL1)    1.  What qualities made wolves appealing to humans? 

2. What qualities make dogs appealing to humans? 
 
(W1)  Write an opinion piece on your favorite dog breed.  Support your opinion with reasons and 
information. 
 
Take a class poll:  How many students have had or have a dog?  What were the reasons for 
choosing that type of pet? 
Fear the Ninjas: 
(SL1)  Divide the class into cooperative groups.  Assign each group one of the following topics: 

• History of ninjas 
• Training 
• Weapons 
• Technique 
• Technology 
• Downside to being a ninja 

 
(SL4) Each group presents what the article teaches about their topic. 



 
There is a NinjaKids! Website:  www.winjutsu.com/ninjakids/ 
Click on the Warrior Creed located on the left.  Students may be surprised to see the difference 
between “modern day ninjas” and those discussed in the article. 
 
Now Boarding at Platform 9 ¾: 
(RL5)  The Harry Potter series is familiar to many students.  Discuss favorite scenes from the 
series.   
 
(RL7)  Do any of the favorites relate to the photographic images in the article? 
 
Plan the ultimate Harry Potter vacation.  Use the following websites to get started.  Make sure 
you consider dates and other variables like museum ticket availability.  Visit the Warner Brothers 
Studio website at:  http://www.wbstudiotour.co.uk/   
Make plans to visit Alnwick Castle in Scotland.  Here you can take broomstick training lessons and 
classes on medieval swordsmanship.  They also offer special magic and wizardry weekends.  
Check their website for specific dates. 
http://www.alnwickcastle.com/whats-on 
 
It’s Canada’s Game: 
(RI 1)  How does Canada’s geographic location help make it a prime spot for the development of 
a game like hockey? 
 Can you think of other countries that have developed a sport well suited to their 
geography? 
 
(SL1, 2,4,5)  Summer Olympics Graphing Project: 
With the Olympics this summer, analyze Olympic data to answer these questions.  1.  Are some 
countries more dominant in the summer or winter Olympics? 2.  What role does geography play 
in a country’s sport of choice? 
**For additional information see “Winter Olympics Graphing Project” at: 
http://teachersnetwork.org/teachnetusa/aohara/olympics.htm 
 
**For a complete list of medal counts from previous Olympics visit: 
www.databaseolympics.com 
 
 
Designing Thrills: 
(SL4)  Tell a story about your own roller coaster experiences. 
 
(W3)  Imagine you are a roller coaster engineer.  Design your dream roller coaster.  Keep in 
mind the details mentioned in the article:  geography of the place you build the roller coaster, the 
materials, the types of riders, the “feel” you want to create, etc. 
 
(W4)  Goal Setting:  Assume you want to become an engineer. Prepare a list of statements that 
show something specific you could do to meet that career goal 

a. this week  b. this month  c.  within the year  d.  over the next several years. 
 
**To see how your favorite roller coaster compares to others around the country/world, visit the 
roller coaster database and click on record holders. 
www.rcdb.com 
 
Snorkeling Paradise: 
(RL3)  Compare/contrast the coral reef and the rainforest. 



 
(W7)  Research:  Are reefs endangered like the rain forests?  Who or what are the enemies of 
the coral reef? 
 
(SL4, 5)  Report your findings to class and incorporate a map showing the locations of world rain 
forests and coral reefs. 
 
(SL2, 3)  Invite someone from a local dive shop to talk to your students about snorkeling.  (You 
might be surprised…even Helena, Montana has a dive shop!)  Look in a phone book under 
Sporting Goods. 
 
Growing Up Dreaming of the Big Leagues: 
(RL1) 

1. Why did Connor choose to attend this particular camp? 
2. Who ran or coached the camp? 
3. Describe a typical day at camp. 
4. What messages did the coaches hope to instill in the players? 
5. What are the benefits of the way the camp is organized? 
6. Think of a camp you have attended.  How could the organization have been improved? 
7. Why do you think this camp has become so popular? 
8. Does Connor feel this was a worthy experience?  How do you know? 

  
Dear Tommy: 
(RL3)  After reading the article, contrast Connor Stanley’s camp with Nica’s experience at Space 
Camp. 
 
(W1, 4,5,6)  How do summer camps help prepare you a) for a career b) as a person in local 
society  c) as a global citizen?  Sight evidence from this article to support your claims. 
 
If Space Camp sounds like something students might be interested in attending, there are camps 
for younger students as well.  Visit www.spacecamp.com and see “day camps” for 7-11 year olds 
and “space academy” for 12-14 year olds. 
 
Washington’s Top Five Attractions for Kids: 
(SL1)  After reading the article, pose the question: How much would it cost to visit these five 
places?  Break your class into partners and use computers to navigate to the following sites: 

1. http://airandspace.si.edu/  (Also find out about the museum’s latest addition: the Space 
Shuttle Discovery)  

2. www.spymuseum.org  (Check out the downloadable teacher’s guides for many subject 
areas at www.spymuseum.org/teacher-guides ) 

3. www.trolleytours.com 
4. www.aoc.gov/cc/visit/index.cfm  (scroll down to FOOD) 
5. www.nationalzoo.si.edu  (Make sure they realize admission is free but you have to pay 

for parking!  This website also offers live web cams of many animals.) 
 
Great Sphinx, Batman: 
(RH1)  Look at the authors and their credentials.  Would you consider them a primary or 
secondary source? 
 
(RH9)  Find an additional source on the Sphinx.  It could be digital or in print.  Decide whether 
the source is primary or secondary.  Analyze the relationship between the sources and the 
information they present. 
 



Art and Illustration:  Using details from the story, draw the Sphinx and the Sphinx Temple in its 
prime. 
 
The Taj Mahal: 
(L1, 3)  Architecture:  What elements of the Taj Mahal make it one of the most beautiful 
buildings in the world?  Analyze another building you consider to be beautiful.  What architectural 
elements are used?  Express your ideas in writing or speaking. 
 
(RL7)  Take the virtual tour of the Taj Mahal mentioned in the article.  How does it contribute to 
the meaning/tone of the article? 
 
(RL9)  Preservation of old world landmarks:  What was done to preserve the Sphinx?  What was 
done to preserve the Taj Mahal?  Think of other American landmarks.  What measures have been 
taken to preserve them for future generations?  Why is this important? 
 
The Symbol of France: 
(RH5)  How does the author present the information: sequentially, comparatively, or causally? 
 
(RH8)  Search the article to find examples of fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment. 
 
(RL7)  How does the comparative illustration on the left side assist you in your reading? 
 
(RI 1)  How would you describe the importance of the Eiffel Tower to France’s past, present, and 
future? 
 
Eat Your Way Through Italy: 
(RL/RI1)  Use the map on page 37 to add the foods from each region.  

1. Does the variety surprise you?  
2. Which dishes do we consider “Italian” food?  
3. How does the geography of a region influence its food? 

 
(RH5) How does this author present the information? 
 
(RI 2)  What is the message of this article? 
 
(RI 7)  Now look at all of the accompanying illustrations.  Do they support the theme/message 
you chose? 
 
Make traditional Italian pizza.  Use just fresh tomatoes and mozzarella as toppings.  Discuss how 
Americans have put their own “twist” on an Italian classic. 
 
The Parthenon Through Time: 
(L4)  Vocabulary in text:  Acropolis, cella, metopes, mosque 
 
(RL1)  Use the SQ3R method with this article. 
 S= Survey the article 
 Q= Turn subheadings into questions 
 R= Read the article 
 R= Recite the answers to the questions 
 R= Review what you have learned 
(RL9)  Extend the Taj Mahal preservation discussion to include the Parthenon. 
 



(SL1)  Debate:  Should the pieces of the Parthenon Lord Elgin removed be returned to Greece?  
As you form your opinion, consider the following: 
What was Elgin’s motivation in removing the pieces?  Did the Turks have the right to give the 
pieces away?  What implications would the return of the pieces have on museum collections 
worldwide?  What is the purpose of a museum in general?  What is the purpose of historical 
landmarks? Is there a happy solution here?   
 
The Athens of the South: 
This article helps us better understand the glory of the original Parthenon.  View pictures of 
Nashville’s Parthenon and the impressive statue of Athena at: 
www.nashville.gov/parthenon/ 
The site also gives fact sheets on the Greek Parthenon and the Nashville Parthenon. 
 
(W7,8) Conduct a short research project about the two Parthenon structures.  Gather information 
from print and digital resources. 
 
Wrapping It Up: 
This issue shows a glimpse of the variety of readers’ interests.  Yet, there are also many articles 
with common threads: national landmarks, ecosystems, and popular vacation destinations.  What 
does this tell students about themselves as individuals and as part of a global society?     
 
 


