
Teacher’s Guide for FACES 
May/June 2012:  A New Look at the Queen: Elizabeth’s Colorful Life 

Teacher’s Guide prepared by Heather Bode 
 

Heather Bode has worked in education for just about 16 years.  She enjoys writing nonfiction for 
children’s magazines in her spare time.  She lives with her family in Helena, MT. 
 
Getting Started: 
Assess background knowledge.  What do students know about Queen Elizabeth II?  Why is 2012 
an important year for her?  What other major event takes place in London this summer? (2012 
Olympic Games) 
 
As Queen of England and the Head of State for British Commonwealth nations, the queen’s 
image is on various coins and paper money.  Canadian coins are common in the U.S. but banks 
do not convert them to U.S. currency, so many people have them around the house.  Try to 
locate some Canadian coins.  You can tell the age of the coins by looking at the queen’s picture.  
The older the money, the younger the queen will look! 
 
The official website of the British monarchy is www.royal.gov.uk.  
 
High Five 
(W7&8)  This picture shows a famous bridge in London.  Use digital resources to find out the 
name of the bridge and the history behind it. 
 
At a Glance 
The timeline mentions Edward VIII’s abdication of the throne, which changed the course of 
Elizabeth’s life forever.  (Edward VIII’s abdication speech to the nation can be downloaded at 
www.royal.gov.uk/pdf/edwardviii.pdf.) 

(W8)  Gather information about this event from print and digital resources and take 
notes. 
(W9)  Find evidence from texts to support your research/analysis of the event. 
(SL4)  Report on this topic using appropriate facts and details. 

 
Create a series of math problems using the dates listed on The Royal Family Tree.  Examples:  
How long did Queen Victoria reign?  How old was Edward the VIII when he abdicated the 
throne?  If Prince Charles becomes king in 2020, how old will he be? 
 
All the Queen’s Horses 
(RL4)  Define the following vocabulary:  handling, lunging, long reining. 
(W3)  Pretend you are one of the 30 carriage horses living at the Royal Mews.  From your 
viewpoint, as a horse, write about your daily routine and vacation time.  Use details from the 
article, but also include imagined experiences. 
(RL7)  What can you infer about the importance of horses in the queen’s life by studying the 
article’s photos? 
 
Diamonds are a Queen’s Best Friend 
(RL9)  After reading the article, use the chart on page 11 to write statements 
comparing/contrasting the parliamentary system and the presidential system.  Use appropriate 
wording: just as, similarly, unlike, on the contrary, etc. 
(RL9)  Take the information and put it into a different graphic organizer:  Venn Diagram or Flow 
Chart. 
(W1)  What’s your opinion?  Which type of government would you prefer?  Support your opinion 
with facts from the article. 



(SL1&4) (L1&3) Find a classmate who agrees with your opinion.  Together, present your opinion 
to the class. 
(SL5)  If you did the graphic organizer mentioned above, use a document camera to include it in 
your presentation. 
 
Princess to Queen 
(RL1)  1.  How did Elizabeth spend the first 10 years of her life? 

2. What is meant by “The Year of the Three Kings”? 
3. How did the year 1936 change Elizabeth’s life? 
4. When did Elizabeth make her first public broadcast? 
5. To whom did she speak?  Why? 
6. How did Elizabeth join in the war effort? 
7. Look at the quote from Elizabeth’s 21st birthday speech.  How do monarchs devote 

their lives to the people of their country? 
 
(SL2)  Research Topics:  London during World War II, Crown Jewels, Star of Africa, Sovereign’s 
Scepter. 
(SL4)  Summarize what you learned and present it to the class. 
(SL3)  Listen to Princess Elizabeth’s 1940 radio address at www.royal.gov.uk.  Click on Historic 
Speeches and Broadcasts.  Click on Wartime Broadcast 1940. 
Summarize her address and evaluate it.  **Students may relate better to the situation she 
addresses if they have read the Narnia books or seen the movies.  The main characters were 
sent to the country to escape the bombings of World War II.** 
 
A Break in the Glass Curtain 
(L5)  1.  What did Elizabeth’s governess, Marion Crawford, mean by a “glass curtain” between 
the palace and everyday London? 
(RI 1) 2.  When WWII began, why do you think Elizabeth wanted to do what other girls her age 
would be doing? 

3. What was the King and Queen’s reaction?  Why? 
4. How do you think the other women in Elizabeth’s ATS unit felt about her presence? 
5. Do you believe it was possible for Elizabeth to be treated just like her peers? 

(L5)  6.  The title of the article mentions a “break” in the glass curtain.  What event signifies the 
break? 
(RI 1) 7.  Why was the sight of the lights/spotlights so memorable on V-E Day? 

8. If Princess Elizabeth asked to join the celebration, then why would she pull her hat 
down to hide her face? 

9. Did the others in the crowd realize the 2 princesses were out in the crowd?  How do 
you know? 

10. Why would Princess Elizabeth consider the V-E Day celebration one of her most 
memorable moments?  Tie this back to the article’s title. 

 
(W7)  Research to find out which other members of the Royal family have served, or currently 
serve, in the Royal Forces. 
  
 Growing Up in England 
(RI 8)  Does Anindita like living in England?  How do you know? 

List the evidence Anindita gives to stress the important position held by the royal family. 
(W4,5,6)  You are applying for the prestigious Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.  

Formulate an essay which explains the life skills you would like to  
 develop, how you would accomplish this, and how having these skills  
 would change your life.  Then, in your conclusion, discuss how you could 
 “pay it forward” in your future. 



(RL9)  Construct an “At a Glance” chart (like the one on p.22) for yourself.  Then 
 use both sets of information to make a Venn Diagram. 
(RL6)  Anindita says one of the most important roles of the monarchy is 
 “embodying a virtuous ideal for the society.”  That’s her point of view. 
 If you were a member of the royal family, what would you believe is the 
 most important role of the monarchy? 
 
 
A Woman’s Home is Her Castle 
**Virtual tours of some of these places may be seen at the official website mentioned on p. 1 of 
the teacher’s guide.** 
 
(RI 1)  Assume you are the queen’s personal secretary.  It is your job to plan her travels, 
banquets, appearances, etc.  Using facts and details from the article, make a yearly schedule for 
the queen. 
 
(WHST 1)  Debate:  How can you tell the queen is home?  Research this and write an argument 
that introduces your claim and supports it.  Here are three popular claims: 

1. If the Royal Standard (NOT the British flag) is flying, she is home.  To  
view the Royal Standard flag go to: 
www.thamesweb.co.uk/windsor/windsorhistory/castle/images/RoyalStandard.jpg  

2. She posts four sentries at the front of Buckingham Palace if she’s  
     home, if she’s not home, there are only two sentries posted. 
3.  There is no way of knowing if she is home or not…it’s a security issue. 

 
1952 and 2012 
(SL1&3)  With a partner, make a list of questions to ask someone who grew up 
      in the 1950’s.  Conduct the interview. 
(L1) (SL4) Report results of your interview to class. 
 
Dear Tommy 
(L1) (SL4)  Tommy and Jordan are both facing momentous points in their lives: 
Tommy is going to high school and Jordan is crossing the Atlantic on her own.  Think of a time in 
your life similar to what has been mentioned here.  Tell a story about this pivotal point.  Include 
relevant details. 
 
Everybody Loves a Party 
(RL3)  Construct a chart of the monarchs mentioned in the article.  Keep track of names, 
locations, and how the diamond jubilee was celebrated.  Are there any similarities? 
(RL1)  Drawing Inferences:  Why are diamond jubilees so extravagant?  What makes them such 
a reason to party? 
 
Visit www.direct.gov.uk and search The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 
 
A Royal Dessert 
Cherries Jubilee is a fairly common dessert, yet many students may not have ever tried it.  Work 
with the Consumer Education teacher to taste test this recipe. 
 
Don’t Be Brassed Off! 
(RI 1)  1.  The author mentions 2 reasons why American English and British 

    English are so different.  What are those 2 reasons? 
2. Do you think American colonists may have wanted to change some 

of their vocabulary on purpose?  Why/why not? 



(L4)    3.  Translate the paragraph on p.37.  Try to use only context clues. 
(RI7)  4.  Page 37 shows illustrations representing British English.  Use the chart 
     on the same page, or terms explained in the article, to make your own  
     illustration showing the differences between American and British  
     English. 
(SL6)  5. Assume you are traveling to England for the Olympic Games.  Prepare  
     a list of phrases you might use/need on your trip. 
 
Kings and Queens…They’re Not Just in England 
(W1) (RI8) Fact or Opinion:  Using information from the article, write a list of statements.  
Include some facts and some opinions. 
 
(SL1&3)  Exchange your written statements with a partner.  Evaluate your partner’s statements.  
If you disagree on an answer, listen to your partner’s argument to support their reasoning. 

 
St. George: England’s Patron Saint 
(RL7)  Before reading the story, look at the illustrations and discuss the mood  
 created by the artist. 
(RL5)  Does the overall mood change from scene to scene in the story? 
(RL2)  If you were to write a moral for this story, what would it be? 
(SL1,5,6) (L1&3)  Stage a small production of St. George for younger  

classrooms.  Assign parts to a cast and choose a director.  Use basic 
scenery and costumes. 

 
Wrapping Up the Issue 
If your school is still in session, watch parts of the Jubilee celebration.  The main celebration is 
June 2-5.  The Thames River Pageant is June 3rd and Tuesday, June 5th is the national holiday. 
 
(W4,5,6)  Write a letter to the queen congratulating her on her Diamond Jubilee. 
 
(W4,5,6) (SL4)  Prepare the queen’s Diamond Jubilee speech.  How would she address the 
following audiences? 

• Parliament 
• British citizens 
• Foreign Diplomats 
• Next generation of British leaders 

 
Host a Tea Party.  Dress up and use proper etiquette! 
 


