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Teacher’s Guide prepared by Heather Bode 

 
Heather Bode has over 15 years of experience working in the field of education.  She really 
enjoys Study Skills and wishes she would have used those skills when she was in middle school 
and high school.  In her spare time, Heather writes nonfiction articles for children and parenting 
articles. 
 
Getting Ready 

1. Use poster paper to create a problem-solution T-chart.  Use this in conjunction with the 
feature articles. 

2. Ask: What is your definition of a leader? 
3. Think of someone you know who seems to be a good leader.  What characteristics do 

they possess? 
4. Look up “leader” in a dictionary and thesaurus.  How close was your personal definition? 
5. Discuss: Why is the cover photo appropriate for this issue? 

 
High 5 
Using the photo illustration: 
 Why do you think Janice’s picture caught the judges’ attention? 
 Why do you think she chose this perspective? 
 What message is she communicating about city living? 
 Look up other award winning photos at: www.shootnations.org 
 
At a Glance 
Read the list.  Most of the people mentioned were passionate about something  at a young age.  
Have you discovered your passion?  How does it shape you today?  How will it shape your 
future? 
 
Research:  Choose one of the people listed (not a book character) and research their life.  Create 
a poster that communicates how your person is an inspiration to others.  Challenge students to 
come up with additional examples for this list. 
 
Olivia Todd:  Australia’s Animal Advocate 
How does Olivia’s TV show differ from the competition? 
What types of TV stations might want to air her show? 
Who works with Olivia?   
Agree or Disagree:  Working closely with family is helpful to Olivia’s success. 
Olivia grew up having a lot of pets.  How did they help prepare Olivia for this job? 
What are the pros and cons of starring in your own TV show? 
When did Olivia realize what she was passionate about? 
What steps is she already taking toward her career goals? 
When Olivia becomes a vet, how will her background in TV help her? 
You’re Amazing 
Find song lyrics that support this title.  Transfer the lyrics to poster paper and design an album 
cover for the lyrics. 
 
William Kamkwamba’s Electric Wind 
Geography:  Locate Malawi.  Discuss: Why would meat be so rare in this region? 
 



Art and Science:  William had limited knowledge of English.  He learned by studying diagrams.  
Using the following list of William’s available materials, create a diagram of one of his inventions: 

Bird Trap:  hoe, scarf, bicycle tires, bricks, clothesline, rope made of blue gum tree bark 
Small Windmill:  plastic bottle, pipes, bamboo, old battery, wires, rubber shoe 

 
Be an Inventor:  William’s use of scrap material led to a better life for his family and village.  Do 
you have an idea for something you could make that would be useful to your family?  Collect 
household materials and build it. 
 
Research:  William’s classmates “called him a madman for digging in garbage.”  Many great 
scientists and inventors probably went through similar situations.  Were they crazy or genius?  
Find out why these people are famous: 
 Leonardo da Vinci 
 Albert Einstein 
 Louis Pasteur 
 Benjamin Franklin 
 The Wright Brothers 
 
Growing Up…Our School in Cambodia 
Analyze the Structure:  Think of this article as an essay.  Outline the parts.  You decide how 
many details you would like students to include under each heading.  (Use the letter tile graphics 
in the article to help students see the different sections.) 

I. Introduction:  Who, What, Where, How  
II. Body (Specifics about the authors) 
III. Body (Why they chose Cambodia) 
IV. Body (Memorable events) 
V. Closing: Look to the future/ Impact of the project on the authors 

 
Just Go For It! 
Geography:  Where is Zambia in comparison to Malawi? 
 
Brainstorm:  Austin combined an interest of his (basketball) with a passion for helping orphaned 
children of Zambia.  Brainstorm ways you could use an interest you have to help others around 
the world. 
 
Find a Quote:  Look at Austin’s quotes in the article.  Find a quote that supports these feelings: 

• Sense of amazement 
• Hope for the future 
• Respect for parents 
• You’ve got nothing to lose 

 
Planes on the Brain 
Movie:  The Tuskegee Airmen by Robert Markowitz rated PG-13 
 
Goal Setting:  Goals need to be SMART…Specific, Measurable, Attainable, 
Realistic, Timely 
How does the TAM program help the students set SMART goals?  How does TAM help students 
reach their goals? 
Help students practice setting their own goals.  Goals could be career related or school related. 
 
Become a World Leader! 
Social Studies and Debate: 



Turn your classroom into a Mini-model UN.  As a classroom, choose which global problems you 
would like to address.  Use newspaper headlines as a starting point.  Then break the class into 6 
subcommittees: 

• Peace & security  
• Human rights 
• Environment 
• Food & hunger 
• Economic development 
• Globalization 

 
Have each subcommittee analyze the global issues as they pertain to their certain subcommittee.  
Each committee presents their findings.  If you’d like to get more advanced, let each student 
choose a country to represent.  Students would research the history, geography, culture and 
economy of their nation.  Students should take notes on their research and list primary sources.  
Set a date to debate the global problems with the various countries being represented. 
 
Dear Tommy 
The JHS Kids club meets every Tuesday during the school year.  They hold a minimum of 5 
fundraisers during the year.  Pretend you are the president of JHS Kids.  Use a calendar to make 
a plan for the year.  Consider these questions:  How far apart should fundraisers be?  Should 
they coincide with other major school events?  Should you avoid major holidays and school 
breaks?  How much time will you need to prepare for each fundraiser?  
 
On Air with Pavlina 
Reading for Information:   
Where was Pavlina discovered? 
What are some of the challenges she has faced? 
How have her interviewing skills helped her in other areas of life? 
List some of the sacrifices Pavlina has had to make. 
 
Reading for Understanding: 
Pavlina’s advice is to never copy what a popular kid or celebrity does.  What is the alternative?  
Why is that easy to say, but hard to do? 
 
Interviewing Skills:   
Choose a famous person you would like to interview.  Prepare a list of questions.  Divide your 
questions into three sections:  past, present, future.  Form your questions using a variety of 
question words, such as, who, what, when, where, how. 
 
Starting with a Clean Slate…and a Lot of Paint! 
Art:  Do you have a blank wall at your school?  Ask your principal if it would be possible to paint 
it.  Have a mural contest.  Ideas should project a positive message about your school community. 
 
What’s Up, Doc? 
Reading for Understanding: 
Compare and contrast Akrit’s early childhood with your own childhood. 
Think of the pros and cons of possessing such intellectual ability. 
Debate:  Was it ethical for Akrit to perform medical procedures without formal training or 
licenses? 
Akrit studies medical topics for an hour each day.  What benefit would this serve? 
Do you think you will see the cure for cancer in your lifetime?  Do you think Akrit will be the 
person to find the cure? 
 



The Boy and the Wizard 
Art and drama: 
Research gauchos.  Pay attention to any illustrations so you can create period costumes.  How 
would you recreate the scene where Malvo and Benito change into different animals?  Work as a 
class to stage this play for a younger classroom at your school. 
 
Wrap-Up 
Use the problem-solution T-chart to discuss how everyone in this issue took on a problem and 
came up with a solution.  Add to the chart: problems your school is facing. Come up with 
solutions to each problem.  Your class can begin tackling each problem by leading the way. 
 
 
 


