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Teacher’s Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg.  Lisa Greenberg taught in international schools in 

Japan, Singapore, and Saudi Arabia, and worked for the Department of Research for the Chicago 
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Arabia. 
 
Getting Ready 
 
Distribute the magazines. Have students work in pairs using information from the cover, the 
Table of Contents with its pictures, and the High 5 facts to generate questions they have about 
Russia.  Each pair should write 3 to 5 questions that they have on an index card.  Then collect 
the cards and share with the class.  Post the cards on a Bulletin Board labeled “We Want to 
Know…” or another title decided by the class. 
 
At a Glance: Russia 
Map work:   
Have students identify Russia on a globe and compare it to the flat map in their magazines.  
Discuss which is easiest for them to read and why?  Compare the magazine map to other 
available maps of Russia?  What different kinds of information do they get from the various 
maps? 
 
Critter Corner: Medved Means Bear 
Reading for Meaning: 

1. Why are bears recently threatened by overhunting, poaching, and loss of resources, 
especially salmon? 

2. Why are the bears being poached? 
3. How are wildlife organizations and the government working against bear poaching? 
4. How has the severe climate determined the way the bear lives? 
5. How do the bear’s characteristics support its use as a symbol of the Russian people? 

 
Russia: Then and Now 
Reading for information: 

1. What happened to the Russian system of government during the Revolution of 1917? 
2. What does USSR stand for? 
3. How many countries were included in the USSR? 
4. What was the “Iron Curtain”? 
5. What did Communism promise to the people? 
6. How did it actually work in the USSR? 
7. What happened under Communist rule when individuals criticized the government? 
8. What was Mikhail Gorbachev’s policy in 1985? 
9. What were some results of this policy? 
10. Describe the life that Russians lead today. 

 
 
Amber Room 
Creative Thinking: 
Using the facts in the article, imagine what might have happened to the original Amber Room, 
think about how it might have been transported and to where, and then write two or three 
paragraphs describing what became of it…. according to you! 



 
Siberia: Russia’s Wild East 
Writing a Comparative Essay: 

1. Make a chart comparing the life of the Native Siberians before they were colonized 
and life in Siberia after Russian colonization. 

2. Write an essay comparing life before the 1700’s and life today in Siberia. 
 
Growing Up in Russia 
Writing a Friendly Letter: 

1. Choose one of the young students in the article and think about what interests and 
characteristics you share and what you don’t share. 

2. Write a letter to the student you chose, introducing yourself, and sharing aspects of your 
life in which that student would be interested.  Write a letter that would encourage your 
chosen pen pal to write back. 

3. Share your letter with your class. 
 
Let Me Entertain You  
Identifying the main idea:  Using both the text and the pictures, summarize the main idea of the 
article and support your decision by citing supporting details. 
 
From Russia With Taste 

1. Identify the international influences on Russian cuisine. 
2. Compare the normal Russian diet with the American: what is the same and what is 

different? 
3. How do Russians use food in special celebrations? 

 
The Cat’s Meeooow! 
Creative Writing: 

1. Imagine you are a cat in the Moscow Cats Theatre.  Write a short story about your life 
before and after joining the theatre. 

2. Write a postcard to a friend describing your visit to the Moscow Cats Theatre. 
3. Design a poster advertising the Moscow Cats Theatre show. 

 
The Old Bony-Legged Witch 
Reading with Fluency:  Have students, individually or in groups, practice reading this story aloud 
and then have them read to a younger class. 
Dramatizing a story:  Have a small group of students create, practice, and perform a skit based 
on the story. 
Comparing folktales: Have students research a number of Baba Yaga stories and determine how 
they are similar and different. 
 
Wrap-up: 
Review the questions generated at the beginning of the magazine study.  What have students 
learned about those topics?  What would they still like to know? 


