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Teacher’s Guide prepared by Lisa Greenberg.  Lisa Greenberg taught in international schools in 
Japan, Singapore, and Saudi Arabia, and worked for the Department of Research for the Chicago 
School System.  She is currently editing the text of a book on the old city of Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia. 
 
Getting Ready 
 
Post a current map of Africa and place a table or bookshelf in front of it with books about and 
objects from Africa, if available.  Review the five myths of Africa and the reality.  Then ask 
students to brainstorm other ideas they have about Africa and list these on a chart.  Ask students 
to check their ideas against the information in the magazine as they read. 
 
Critter Corner 
Discussion: 

1. What threatens the wild animals of Africa?  (war, loss of habitat, loss of prey, 
poaching) 

2. How are the animals of Africa protected?  (zoos, reserves, educating farmers and 
local populations) 

3. Do you think the animals of Africa should be protected?  Why or why not? 
 
So You Think You Know Africa? 
Taking Notes: 
Have students work in pairs to list new facts/concepts about Africa presented in the article.  Then 
have each pair meet with another pair and share their information.   Post notes around the map 
for the whole class to share. 
 
From Arabic to Zulu 
Cooperative learning:  Divide the class into six groups and have each group focus on one 
language family:  Afro-Asiatic, Nilo-Saharan, Niger-Congo, Koisan, Austronesian, Indo-European.  
Have each group do the following: 

1. Shade the area in which the language is spoken on a black-line map of the continent 
and label. 

2. Write a short report on the language family, including its unique characteristics, its 
origins, and who uses it in Africa. 

Allow each group time to present its information to each other and possibly to another class. 
 
Old Land, Africa’s Diverse Landscape 
Comprehension: 

1. Draw a diagram or write a paragraph showing how the continent of Africa was 
formed 

2. Explain in a paragraph how the desertification of the “green” Sahara changed the 
population patterns of Africa? 

3. Explain in a paragraph the caption, p. 16, “Oil and diamonds have been both a 
blessed and cursed resource for this continent.” 

 
For those interested you might suggest these Topics For Further Research on Africa: 

1. Pangaea 
2. Desertification 
3. Ancient man in Africa 

 



Trees for Peace 
Reading for Information 

1. Why was Wangari Maathai awarded the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize? 
2. When and why did she start her Green Belt tree planting program? 
3. What does self-sustaining mean?   
4. How is the Green Belt movement self-sustaining? 
5. Why did the Green Belt movement spread through Africa? 

 
Writing a Paragraph:  Have students write a paragraph discussing in what ways Wangari Maathai 
can be a role model for Americans and Africans. Students should discuss what lessons her life 
can teach.   
 
The Niger River, One of Africa’s Main Roads 
Creative Writing: 
Read the article about the Niger River carefully, thinking about the people who live and travel on 
the river.  Imagine that you are one particular person associated with the river and write a story 
about how the river becomes a road to new experiences for you. 
 
Let’s Celebrate! 
Compare and Contrast Essay Writing:  
Have students examine the pictures and read the captions and text of the article.  Discuss how 
the different holidays and celebrations are similar to and different from local holidays.  Review 
the format for writing a compare and contrast essay and ask each students to write an essay 
about one holiday discussed in the article and its counterpart in local society. 
 
Africa Scores with the World Cup 
Discussion: 

1. What can you infer from the title of the article? 
2. How do you feel when you first look at the two-page spread? 
3. How long did South Africa have to prepare for the World Cup and what did they do to 

get ready? 
4. Why was hosting the World Cup so important to South Africa? 
5. Do you think Zakumi was a good choice for mascot for the World Cup?  Why or why not? 

Creative Writing:  Choose one of the people photographed for the World Cup spread and write a 
poem expressing his feelings. 
 
Growing Up in Africa and Dear Tommy 
Writing a letter/email: 
Have students work in pairs to choose one of the “Growing Up in Africa” students.  Then have 
them imagine they are introducing themselves to that student by email and asking questions 
about the other’s life.  Alternatively, challenge pairs of students to take on the roles of the 
American student and the African student and write an exchange of 2 to 3 letters/emails each, 
continuing an exploration of each other’s life and society. 
 
Wonders of Africa 
Research and Persuasive Writing: 
Choose one of the wonders of Africa and research more about its history and importance.  Then 
create a travel poster or brochure to persuade tourists to visit that spot. 
 
Wrap-up: 
Go back to the list of student ideas about Africa and review them with the class.  What did they 
learn about each of these ideas?  Were they accurate or not?  What information can they use to 
support or “edit” each of these ideas? 


