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Getting Ready 
 
Decorate a table with peace symbols that have meaning to you and share that meaning with the 
class.  Then ask, “What peace symbols have meaning to you?  Move into an open discussion of 
what peace means in general. 
 
All You Need is Dove 
Creative Arts:  Discuss why the dove has power as a peace symbol.  Then have students create a 
peace slogan and design a poster, greeting card, T-shirt, or postage stamp for peace using a 
dove or other peace symbol. 
 
Shalom, Salaam, Aloha! 
Brainstorm with students how they would define peace.  Does the concept of peace change as 
they think about family, school, neighborhood, nation, and world?   
 
Research: Post a list of Nobel Peace Prize Winners and have each student choose a person to 
research.  Ask them to answer these questions: 

How is the person a role model for peace? 
What was the personal experience that led this man or woman to devote energy and 

time to the cause of peace? 
Collect the research papers for a class book, share them in small groups, or post on a bulletin 
board. 
 
Puppies for Peace 
Reading for information: 

1. What skills does a puppy need to be a mine detection dog? (He must love playing with a 
ball, display loyalty to his handler, and obey instantly.) 

2. What is a land mine? (Small, deadly explosive device buried underground) 
3. What tools does a de-miner use to find hidden mines? (Hand-held metal detector, trained 

dog) 
4. Which is better and why?  (Dog is more efficient, clearing a “hot” field ten times faster 

than a man with hand-held device.) 
5. Why do German Shepherds often make good mine detection dogs?  (Good sense of 

smell, ability to learn, endurance) 
6. What explosive are mine detection dogs trained to smell? (TNT) 
7. How long does it take to train a mine detection dog? (Two years) 
8. What is one mine detection dog training center or support group? (Kabul Mine Detection 

Center, Marshall Legacy Institute, CHAMPS) 
9. Why is working with dogs difficult for Afghanis? (They are considered lowly animals, not 

personal pets.) 
10. What are some results of landmines in Afghanistan? (400,000 killed or injured people, 

political instability, no sense of safety when walking) 
 
Encourage students to read Cracker! by Cynthia Kadohata and write a book review. 
 
Peace, One Page at a Time 
Discussion: 

1. Is the Big Book, Pages for Peace, important?  Why or why not? 



2. How can you as an individual work for peace?  
3. How can your class or school work for peace? 
4. Describe one problem the Bookmakers and Dreamers Club encountered and how they 

solved it. 
 
Make More Noise! 
Questions for small group or class discussion: 

1. What is the photographer of the photograph on pp. 20 and 21 saying by the placement 
of the people in the photo? 

2. Why did the relationship change between the Hutu and the Tutsis? 
3. Can you think of a parallel type of change in another country? 
4. Why do you think Alison Des Forges returned to Rwanda with her family? 
5. How do you think Alison’s experiences in Rwanda led to her personal decisions in the 

United States? 
6. Was the Human Rights Watch report useful or not? 
7. Was Alison’s second report, “Leave None to Tell the Story” useful or not? 
8. If you were to describe Alison in five words, what would you say? 
9. How would you like to be like Alison? 
10. How would you like to be different from Alison? 

 
Research:  Find out more about these topics and make a presentation or informational poster for 
your class. 

1. Human Rights Watch 
2. Rwanda tribal conflict 
3. Hutu tribe and way of life 
4. Tutsi tribe and way of life 

 
Growing Up for Peace 
Expository Writing:  Summarize the message of Saiyuri Pillai’s essay and explain how the 
quotation from Mahatma Gandhi guided her actions. 
 
Peers Helping Peers 
Complete these sentences with information from the article: 

1. Peer mediation is… 
2. Peer mediation teaches… 
3. Peer mediators solve problems by … 
4. Peer mediators meet with other students when… 
5. Students involved in a conflict must… 
6. Peer mediators are nominated by… 
7. Peer mediation training includes… 
8. Rewards of peer mediation include… 
9. Cyber bullying is… 
10.  Victims of cyber bullying may suffer from… 

 
A Passion for Peace 
Creative Writing: 
After reading the article, imagine that you attend a PTPI Peace Camp.  Write a letter home to 
your family describing one other participant – nationality, personality, and appearance – and one 
incident that takes place that changes your attitude toward a specific country or person. 
 
Peace Corps: The Toughest Job You’ll Ever Love 
Art: 
Using information from the article, design a recruiting poster for the Peace Corps. 



 
Wrap-up: 
Many individuals, both famous and little known, and organizations were mentioned in this article 
as promoting peace.  What is the most important lesson that you learned from this issue?  How 
will you use this lesson in the next month?  In the next year?  What can you do as a class group 
to promote peace in your school or neighborhood? 
 


