
Teacher’s Guide for FACES 
September 2010: Migration 

 
Elisabeth Greenberg is a writer and educator living in Chevy Chase, Maryland.  She has lived and 
worked in the United States, Japan, Singapore and Saudi Arabia.  She studied in France and 
Germany.  She has traveled to Europe, Asia, and the Middle East many times, but never to 
Australia or China….yet. 
 
GETTING READY: 
Discuss with students what they already know about migration and what questions they have.  
You may wish to chart their answers, or simply have a discussion.  Work out with the class a 
good definition of migration.  Challenge students to look for current news articles about migration 
and migrants to post on a bulletin board or share with the class. 
 
Ready, Set, Move 
Reading for Information: 

1. What European migration took place between A.D. 300 and 700? 
2. How did the Romans perceive the migrants? 
3. Explain the difference between a “pull” and a “push” factor in migration. 
4. Why is Berlin sometimes called “Western Istanbul|? 
5. What does the author mean when she calls Holland and Denmark “open” countries? 
6. What European president is the son of immigrants? 
7. How do some countries encourage immigrants to love their new country? 
8. Which groups of people migrated to the eastern United States in its early history? 
9. Which groups of people migrated to the western United States? 
10. Where do the majority of most new US citizens come from now? 

Homework:  Ask your parents where your ancestors lived before they came to America and why 
they came.  Was it a “push” or a “pull” factor or a combination? 
 
Growing Up/Kids Speak/Meet the Immigrants/Dear Tommy 
Discussion Questions: 

1. In your opinion, does Pramila or Juan seem happier in the United States?  Why? 
2. What kinds of adjustments did Pramila and Juan have to make when they came to 

the United States? 
3. Which of the students in the second article, Meet the Immigrants, do you find most 

interesting?  Why? 
4. If you moved to a different country, what would you find exciting and what would 

you find difficult? 
Writing Connection:  Choose a foreign country that you have learned about at school or on your 
own.  Imagine that your family has moved there.  Write a letter about your new country to your 
best friend. 
 
Operation Babylift 
Expository Writing: 
Write a short paragraph explaining the causes, the process, and the results of Operation Babylift.  
Use details from the article to support your ideas. 
 
Farm Children on the Move 
Communication/Art Connection: 
Create a poster showing the problems that children of migrant farm workers face, OR 
Create a poster urging migrant farm workers to support their children’s schooling rather than 
putting them to work. 
 



Following the Reindeer 
Reading for Understanding: 

1. Why is herding reindeer so important to the Sami and to Sweden? 
2. How have the reindeer been used traditionally in the Swedish economy? 
3. What threats do the reindeer herders and their animals face today? 
4. What were the two methods of herding used in Sweden in earlier times? 
5. How has industrialization affected the reindeer herders? 
6. What must they do in order to survive? 
7. What technology are the Sami using in their effort to continue their traditional 

lifestyle? 
8. How do the Sami use the satellite images and the GPS positions they get?  Draw a 

diagram or explain in a paragraph. 
 
Home Sweet Movable Home 
Art Connection (choose one):   

1. Build a model of a ger, using info from the photographs and article. 
2. Illustrate the furnished interior of a ger, following the description in the article. 
3. While the traditional ger is always white, design and illustrate a ger that shows your 

personality and proclaims, “This is MY ger.” 
 
Nomads of the Desert  
Social Science Connection: 
Write a paragraph or draw a diagram that shows how the nomadic Tuareg played an economic 
role in the desert trade. 
 
Following the Footsteps of Our Cherokee Ancestors 
After reading the article, divide students into small groups to discuss these questions: 

1. Did the United States treat the Cherokees fairly? 
2. Is the name “Trail of Tears” appropriate for the migration route of the Cherokees?  

Why or why not? 
3. Why is the Remember the Removal project important to the Cherokees?  To other 

Americans with no Cherokee heritage? 
 
The Traveler’s Treasure 
Enjoy reading this story aloud or silently with the students.  A student group may want to 
prepare a short skit based on the story. 
 
WRAP UP 
Review the news articles found by students and briefly discuss whether each specific migration is 
caused by push or pull factors.  What kind of push factors are involved?  What kind of pull 
factors? 
 
 
 


