
FACES Teacher’s Guide 
May/June 2010: Korea 

 
Lisa Greenberg taught in international school in Japan, Singapore, and Saudi Arabia.  She is the 
author of several books on Saudi Arabia and short stories about the Middle East. 
 
Getting Ready: 
Have students examine the front cover of the magazine.  What do they think the magazine will 
discuss?  What do they notice that’s different in the pictures from what they know about their 
own country?  Do any of the pictures surprise them or tell them something they didn’t know 
about Korea?   
 
READ “An Accidental Sanctuary” 
Review vocabulary: accidental, sanctuary, no-man’s land, barren, demilitarized, haven, revert, 
confirm, brink, surveillance, buffer zone, encroach, reunification, ecosystem 
 
Read for information: 

1. When was the Korean DMZ created? Why? 
2. How did the DMZ return to its natural state? 
3. What endangered animals may live there? 
4. What kind of animal and plant work has been done in the Civilian Control Zone? 
5. How many different species are estimated to be in the DMZ and CCZ? 

 
Reading for ideas: 

1. Why have so many different and endangered species survived in the DMZ and CCZ? 
2. Why are scientists uncertain that the Amur tiger is living in the DMZ? 
3. Why does the DMZ Forum think it is important to permanently protect the DMZ? 

 
Welcome to Korea!, Till We Meet Again, and Confucianism 
 
Activity: Summarizing and Communicating 
Have students divide into four groups to focus on origins and identity of the Korean people, 
Korean family culture, politics of Korea, and Confucianism. 
Have each group read all three articles and then summarize in a chart or poster what they have 
learned about their subject.  Have each group share their information with the class. 
 
The Best Alphabet in the World 
  
Discussion: 

1. Why does the author say that learning to read and write the Korean alphabet is easy? 
2. Why did King Sejong decide to write a new Korean alphabet instead of using Chinese 

characters? 
3. Why did Sejong think that vowels were more important than consonants?  Do you agree 

or disagree? 
4. Where is han’gul used now?  How has it been changed? 

 
Activity: Cracking the Han’gul Code? 
Have students work in pairs to write a fact about Korea in English, using the han’gul phonetic 
alphabet.  Then have students exchange coded facts and try to determine the English 
transliteration. 
 
The New Korean Family 
 



Activity: Making Cross-cultural Connections 
Have students read the article to list ways family life has changed in Korea.  Assign a homework 
project to interview someone in their 70s or 80s to discover how family life has changed in their 
community.  As a group exercise in class, craft ten questions that they can use in their homework 
interviews.    In class have students share the information they gathered.   
 
Then have students write a compare and contrast essay on how family life has changed in Korea 
and their home countries over the past 70 or 80 years 
 
Taekwondo 
 
Discussion: 

1. Why was taekwondo taught in strict secrecy many years ago? 
2. Why do you think taekwondo is so popular now? 
3. What are Master Kim’s goals in teaching taekwondo? 
4. Do you think he is or is not successful? 

 
In Perfect Harmony 
 
Reading comprehension: 
List three examples of how the architecture of Pulguksa symbolizes or indicates an aspect of 
Buddhist teaching. 
 
A Night in a Buddhist Monastery 
 
Discussion: 

1. Why do you think the author visited a Buddhist monastery? 
2. What new things did she learn to do? 
3. What is unusual about the life of a Buddhist monk? 
4. Do you know anyone who meditates?  Why do they meditate? 
5. Would you want to spend a day or a week at a Buddhist monastery?  Why or why not? 

 
Activity:  Practice meditating on the question “Who Am I?” for 5-10 minutes, and then free-write 
an answer to the question.   Does you answer surprise you? 
 
Students are Family/Hanging Out at PC Bang/A Life with No Break 
 
Make a chart titled “A Student’s Life” with three columns: 
Feature Korea  USA 
 
Work with students to identify different aspects or features of student life, such as study, friends, 
family activities, sleep, and write them in the first column.  Then have them fill in the columns for 
Korea from reading the articles and for the USA from their own and friends’ experience. 
 
The Mirror 
 
Connecting to the Arts: 
Have students choose one of the following projects: 

1. In a small group, write and present a skit of the folktale of “The Mirror”. 
2. Individually or in a pair, create a cartoon of the story. 
3. Individually or in a pair, make a book cover or advertisement for the story, incorporating 

the patterns of Chogak Po. 
 



Wrap-up 
Have students create a bulletin board modeled on Kids Speak, p. 37, using the sentence starter 
“I enjoyed finding out that in Korea……….” 
 


