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March 2010: Family 

 
 
Teacher’s guide author Elisabeth Greenberg grew up in a big family with two brothers and four 
sisters.   Family is still important to her and she stays in touch with her own children by 
telephone, VOI, and email as well as birthday cards and family celebrations. She has written 
three books on Saudi Arabia and many magazine stories and articles about other parts of the 
world.  
 
 
GETTING READY: 
Have students fold a large piece of paper in half and draw their own family on one half and a 
family they know that is “different” from their own on the other side.  Have a few volunteers 
explain their two family drawings, pointing out what is the same and what is different, and then 
move into a discussion of “what makes a family”. 
 
What is a Family, A Day in the Life of a Ugandan Family, From Familia to Family: A Brief History 
of the Western Family 
 
Vocabulary review: generation, kinship, biological, mediaeval, inherit, non-custodial, evolution 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. How would you define a family? 
2. How does your family connect through time and space? 
3. How is life in a Ugandan family different from your life? How is it similar? 
4. How was the ancient Roman family like yours?  How was it different? 
5. How has your understanding of family changed by reading these articles? 

 
Projects: 

1. Make a timeline poster showing the changes in Western family structure and family roles 
and responsibilities over the last 2000 years. 

2. Create a cartoon or comic strip of an ancient Roman family meeting a modern American 
family. 

3. Interview your grandparents or an older neighbor and ask how the American family has 
changed over the last forty years. 

4. Research family life in another country and write a short essay on A Day in the Life of a 
Family in (your country of choice). 

  
 
Growing Up in a Big Family 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. What does Tyrel like about growing up in a big family? 
2. What does he find annoying about his family? 
3. What has Tyrel learned because he is the oldest of seven children? 
4. Would you like growing up with six brothers and sisters?  Why or why not? 

 
Birthdays Around the World 
 
Reading for New Information: 
Write down five new facts you learned about celebrating birthdays from this article. 
 



Fa’a Samoa: The Samoan Way 
 
Reading for Information: 

1. Who is the most important god in the Samoan worship? 
2. Why didn’t the Samoans practice cannibalism as the people on neighboring islands did? 
3. What are the first three things that Samoan children are taught? 
4. Describe the traditional church dress of Samoan men and women. 
5. Who is included in the Samoan extended family? 
6. What is a matai? 
7. How are Samoan friendships different from American friendships? 
8. What do you think the challenges and benefits of Samoan culture and tradition is? 

 
Kids in Capetown, Growing Up Amish, We Are La Familia 
 
Discussion or Essay Questions: 

1. 1.  The author states that “racial heritage is the main reason for the differences between 
these kids’ lives” when writing about Capetown.  Does racial heritage impact families in 
the United States?   In what ways?  Has it made a difference to your family? 

2. The author of Growing Up Amish shows how Amish family life is defined by their 
rejection of modern technology and their desire to live in a world of simplicity, family, 
and God.  How do your family values define the way you as a family member live your 
life? 

3. How has La Familia in Mexico changed during the 21st century and how has it stayed the 
same?   

 
Wrap-Up: 
Have students meet in small groups to come to a common definition of what a family is today.  
Then have them share their thoughts through one of the creative arts: illustration, sculpture, 
performance, music, dance, writing, etc.  Allow some time for each group to share what they 
have done. 

 


