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Elisabeth Greenberg lived in Paris, France as a child and attended 6th and 7th grade in French.  
She loved the January 6 traditions and has passed them on to her own children.  She also enjoys 
cooking and eating French food, speaking French, and visiting France, one of her favorite 
countries! 
 
GETTING READY 
Establish a reading/research area with a selection of books on France from your school library, a 
stack of index cards and pens/pencils.  If you can find them, include some Asterix and TinTin 
books in English.  Title a bulletin board “Fascinating Facts about France”.   
 
High 5 and At A Glance 
Introduce the magazine by having students examine the cover and reading High 5 and At A 
Glance. Discuss briefly what they have found out about France’s geography and culture on these 
pages and then point out the reading/research center.  Each student will be responsible for 
finding out at least one more “fascinating fact” about France to post on the bulletin board.  When 
students have free time during the week, they should browse through the books that interest 
them.  When they have found a “fascinating fact”, they should write it on an index card, indicate 
the source, sign the card, and post it on the bulletin board. 
 
The Horse of the Sea 
 
Reading for Information: 

1. Where is the Camargue located? 
2. What geographical form is it? 
3. Which of its animals are most famous and why? 
4. How long have the Camargue horses been in existence? 
5. What two aspects of the Camargue horse make it a useful domestic animal? 
6. What two criteria define a registered Camargue horse? 
7. Who takes care of the semi-wild Camargue horses? 

Extra credit: 
8. Research: What is the difference between a pony and a horse? 
9. Etymology: What English word is related to the French word “gardian”? 
10. When does a Camargue foal nurse for two years? 

 
France, A Land of Style and Substance 
 
Thinking About What You Read: 

1. Write a paragraph answering the question, “How did France become a hotbed of all 
things elegant and luxurious?” 

2. Write a paragraph explaining why immigration was so important to France in the 20th 
Century. 

3. Work in a small group to discuss and list five reasons why citizens of any nation might be 
concerned about immigration to their country?  Can you list examples of countries that 
welcome immigrants and countries limit immigration? 

 
Parlez-Vous Francais? 
 
Homework:  Have students ask at home or in their neighborhood if anyone can give them some 
additional French phrases or words? 



Challenge:  Encourage students to create and perform a short dialogue in French from the article 
and any additional French they might have discovered at home. 
 
The Tour de France 
 
Creative Writing:  Imagine you are a racer in the Tour de France.  Write a diary page of one day 
on the race. 
Research/Math Connection:  Find a list of the winners of the Tour de France and their 
nationalities and graph the nationalities of all winners for the past 20 years. 
 
Going Underground 
 
Class Discussion: 

1. Why is the sewer system so important to the city of Paris? 
2. What do you know about the sewer system in your town? Do you see any parallels 

between your city’s sewer system and that of Paris? 
3. To what national characteristic did the marketing strategy of Père LaChaise cemetery 

appeal? 
4. Why do you think Jim Morrison’s burial place does not appear on the Père LaChaise 

tourist map? 
5. How did the underground quarries cause problems for the city of Paris in the 18th 

Century and how was the problem resolved? 
6. Would you want to visit the Ossuaire Municipal if you went to Paris?  Why or why not? 

 
Crazy about Bandes Dessinées 
 
Creative Communication: 
Write and draw a short BD that includes an incident where Asterix and his sidekick Obelix 
encounter an American custom.  Try to include the characteristics of the Asterix comic strip 
mentioned in the article, for example, puns, trademark phrases such as “Ils sont fous”, and 
Asterix as the underdog triumphing. 
 
Paris and Fashion, Haute Cuisine, A French Epiphany 
 
Research:  Choose one of the following and write a short paper or create a poster of information: 

1. Fashion dolls: origins and use 
2. Charles Worth of Paris, the man and his fashion business 
3. The daily life and work of a Paris model 
4. How French cuisine has incorporated foods from around the world 
5. Auguste Escoffier, his life and work 
6. How people learn to be chefs in the United States, France, and Japan. 
7. Special Christmas season celebrations in France 

 
Growing Up in France, Dear Tommy 
 
Class Discussion: 
What differences do you notice between an American child’s life and a French child’s life?  What 
parts of French life do you prefer over American?  What parts of American life seem better than 
French life? 
 
WRAP UP 
Review the fascinating facts bulletin board with the class.  Ask, what most stands out in your 
mind about France? 


