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Elisabeth Greenberg began volunteering as a Girl Scout and still volunteers as an adult for 
community gardens that support food banks, for microfinance institutions, and as a 
writing/reading tutor in the Washington DC area.  She believes everyone can make a difference 
in their community.  As a writer she has written three books on Saudi Arabia and many magazine 
stories and articles about other parts of the world.  
 
Let’s Change the World: Kids Making a Difference 
 
Getting Ready: 
Open with a discussion about what students would change in the world if they could.  Who do 
they think should make the change?   
Then distribute magazines and have them read pages 2–3 and 8-9.  Ask, how can kids volunteer 
locally?  How can you make a difference in your neighborhood? 
 
READ “A Cut Above” and “’Woof! Rrrread to me, please?” 

1. What are the rules for donating to Locks of Love? 
2. What triggered Morgan’s interest in this program? 
3. Is this something you would do?  Why or why not? 
4. How are the dogs trained to listen to students read? 
5. Why do students like to read to dogs? 
6. Do you know other ways that dogs work with people? 
7. What ideas do these articles give you about how YOU could change the world? 

 
“Good Morning, Mongolia!” 

1. Examine the picture spread on pp. 10-11.  What in this photograph looks familiar to you? 
What looks different? 

2. In the photograph, what reporter’s tools are shown? 
3. Do students in your school report on local or school events? 
4. How did Zulaa become a reporter? 
5. Use your math….how old was she when she first started reporting? 
6. Why is her reporting role particularly important in Mongolia? 
7. What new opportunities has she had from her interest in journalism? 
8. How many ways has she made a difference in her community? 
9. She has a goal for her life.  What is it?   
10. What is your goal or dream?  What are you doing to achieve it? 

 
“Zapping Malaria across Malawi” 
 
Expository writing:  Write a paragraph or essay about the malaria education program in Malawi 
and why it is important. 
Opinon writing:  Write a paragraph explaining why Basia’s work is or isn’t important in the world 
today. 
 
 READ “Curing Cancer One Cup at a Time” and “Spring Break with a Meaning” 
Make a chart showing how these two initiatives are similar and how they are different.  Using 
your chart, write a compare and contrast essay about these two methods of volunteering.  Then 
explain which one best fits your personality and gifts and why. 
 
“A Message of Hope” 
Divide the class into small groups to discuss these questions about the story: 



1. How did her kidnapping change Elizabeth Smart’s life? 
2. Who helped her after she was kidnapped? 
3. How is she helping others? 
4. What do you know about protecting yourself from strangers? 
5. Name some things you can do to help other children in your community. 

 
“Camping for Peace”, “Trick-or-Treat for Unicef”, e-pals “Dear Tommy” 
These three articles share an international attitude. 

1. How did each program start? 
2. What is the focus of each program? 
3. What do the three programs have in common? 
4. How are they different? 
5. If you were involved in one of these programs, how would you improve it? 
6. If you were to start a local program that had an international focus, what would you 

choose?  How would you make it work? 
 
“Growing Up – Meet the Canul Family” 
 
Draw a picture of the Canul Family at work helping the environment.  Draw a picture of how your 
family works to improve the environment. 
 
Wrap-up 
Have a class discussion with students focusing on ways in which children they know or they 
themselves have volunteered or helped to change the world.  Ask what new ideas they have for 
their Scout or other community groups, for themselves, and for their families. 


