
Teacher Guide for FACES 
February 2009: Brazil 

 
This teacher guide was prepared by Betty Lou Askin, a retired educator who lives in Toronto, 
Ontario. 
 
Objectives: 

 Students will gain an understanding of the country of Brazil. 
 Students will gain an understanding of everyday life and the culture of Brazil. 
 Students will be able to compare their country to the climate and traditions of Brazil. 

 
Pre-reading: 
 

 See notes in the “At a Glance” section regarding mapping. 
 Set up a KWL Chart. with the students.  Fill in the first column with what they know 

about Brazil.  Complete the second column with what they want to know (wonder) about 
Brazil. 

 Ask the students to look at the cover of the magazine.  Ask the them what the pictures 
tell them about Brazil 

 Have the students review the Contents page.  Ask what other information they learned 
about Brazil.  Any new information could be added to the KWL Chart. 

 Ask the class what the Mystery Photo shows. 
 You may wish to have the school librarian to put aside books on Brazil for your class. 

 
High 5 
 

 Let the students read the five interesting facts about Brazil.  Where any of these facts 
listed in the first column of the KWL Chart?  Discuss the information with the class.  Add 
any new facts to the last column of the KWL Chart. 

 
At a Glance 
 
Studying the Map of Brazil is important for knowledge and for the activities and articles in this 
issue.  Prior to beginning any work with this issue, the students should have an understanding of 
where Brazil is located on a Map of the World.  Have the students study the Map of Brazil 
throughout the Unit. 

 Look at and discuss the information. 
 Drawing conclusions:  After reading the facts discuss the following: 

Where do you think most of the people live in Brazil? 
Based on the square miles and the population is Brazil densely or sparsely 
populated? 
Is Brazil rich or poor in resources and crops? 
 

Screech, Slurp, Slap and Swoosh 
 
Reading for information: 

 Why is the Guyana Shield a special place? 
 Describe the jaguar. 
 What is unique about this jaguar? 
 Describe the fresh water dolphin. 
 How do dolphins show their playfulness? 
 Explain how otters swim. 
 Tell about their diet. 



 Describe the spider monkey. 
 What sets the spider monkey apart from other monkey species? 
 Creative Work: Break the class into small groups.  Ask each group to research 1 of the 4 

animals mentioned in this article.  Ask the pupils to design a campaign to inform the 
public about the animals’ vulnerability and to keep them safe.  The student campaign 
might include posters, magazine and newspaper ads, video commercials and taped 
“appearances” on television or radio interview programs. 

 
Brazil A Land of Beauty and Diversity 
 
Ideas to use with this article: 

 Tell how Brazil became Portuguese. 
 Why did the colonists change the name to Brazil? 
 Explain why there was conflict between the new colonists and the Indian population. 
 Describe the early leaders of Brazil. 
 Make a list or timeline showing the various years and the type of government from the 

early years up to today. 
1807—King Joas—1822— 

 Use the information and the Map of Brazil to list the features of each of the following: 
The Amazon 
The southeastern region 
The northern coastal area 
The interior plain 
The central plateau 
Western Brazil 

 Describe the social problems that exist in Brazil.  What attempts are in place to change 
the troubles? 

 
Dance…Fight…Play…Capoeira (pages 12-15) 
Luciano Correa (pages 24-25) 
Extreme Sports (pages 26-29) 
Carnival Parade (pages 34-36) 
Tiago Soares (page 37) 
Pele The King of Football (pages 38-39) 
Materials: Chart paper and markers. 
 
Use a cooperative learning method such as a Jigsaw Activity to handle the reading of the 
articles listed above.  You might suggest such division of labor in each group by assigning 
readers, recorders, presenters, etc.  Break the students into 6 groups and assign one of the 
articles to each group.  The students are to read the material and make notes.  Each group will 
present to the rest of the class.  The presentation could take the form of a lecture, a news cast 
or an interview. 
 
A Tasty Melting Pot 
 
Read the article with the class. Discuss the variety of food and the sources that are listed within 
the information.  Ask the students to think about the types of cultural dishes that families make.  
Compare the dishes from each culture within the article.  Or, you may wish to have the chart 
done based on your classroom alone. 
 
                                              Cultural Food Comparisons 

Cultural Group Food Dish Similarities Differences 
    



    
    
    
 
If time permits use the recipe for Brigadeiros and make the treats with the students.  This will 
allow the students to sample a Brazilian dessert. 
 
Christ the Redeemer 
 
Reading for information: 

 List the five most interesting things that you learned about in this article.  Explain why 
you chose them.  Share with a partner. 

 
Growing Up in Brazil 
 
Make a chart to compare your life with Eduardo Monte Jorge Hey Martins. 
 

Comparison of Life Styles 
Life Style Eduardo Me 

Age   
Ethnic background   
School   
Subjects studied in school   
Accommodation   
Favorite things to do   
Recreation   
Future plans   
The Vanishing Amazon and the Fight to Save It 
 
Read the article with the students and use the following questions as a guide: 

 What is alarming about the destruction of the Amazon? 
 Explain why there is deforestation. 
 What are large landowners doing that is harmful? 
 Describe “slash and burn” farming techniques. 
 What is the government doing to respond to those techniques? 
 What have logging operations been doing wrong? 
 Explain why environmental agencies are having problems. 
 How is the world responding to the problems of the Amazon? 
 Describe two environmentalists who have lost their lives for the Amazon. 

 
Nature’s Pharmacy 
 

 How are some of the drugs from the rainforest helping humans? 
 How are shamans helping the medical world? 
 Explain why rainforests must not be destroyed. 
 Creative Work:  The students could make posters, write newspaper articles, create 

magazine articles or develop television or radio interviews to inform the public about the 
danger to the Amazon, especially with regards to the medical impact. 

 
James the Vine Puller 
 
Drama Activity: 



Read the story with the class.  There are 7 voices in the play.  Divide the class into groups of 7.  
Each student should be assigned a role.  If there are not enough students to break up evenly, 
ask one student to play more than one role.  Students will work together in their group to 
practice and present their version of the play.  Have the students, if possible, make a set and 
props to help illustrate their production.  You may wish to have them present their work to 
another class. 
 
Culminating Activities 
 

1) Ask the students to design a travel poster advertising a vacation trip to Brazil. Where 
would the most popular attractions be in Brazil?  What foods would tourists enjoy the 
most?  What events would be of interest?  What souvenirs would they most likely buy? 
Etc.  

2) Tell the class to pretend that they will take a trip to Brazil.  Divide the class into two 
groups.  Have one group research transportation options from your location (plane, bus, 
train, car, boat, etc.) and calculate the approximate travel time and costs.  Ask the 
second group to plan an itinerary that will include the places mentioned in this issue.  
Then as a class, discuss the options and come up with a plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


