
Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 2016

Location, Location, Location                       2 
Expository Nonfiction     1270L

A ‘New Rome’                                           4 
Expository Nonfiction       1070L

Let’s Meet                                                8 
Expository Nonfiction       920L

An Obelisk at the Hippodrome                    12 
Expository Nonfiction       1080L

Justinian—Deserving of Praise, or No           16 
Expository Nonfiction       1110L

A Riot                                                     19 
Expository Nonfiction       1050L

North Africa’s Sylphium                             22 
Expository Nonfiction       1050L

Magnificence in Architecture                      28 
Expository Nonfiction      1080L

ARTICLES
MAGAZINE

Teacher’s Supplement



Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 2016

Contents

OVERVIEW

In this magazine, 
readers will learn 
about the history 
of Constantinople 
from its founding 
as Byzantium to 
modern times. 
Dig: Istanbul 
Through Time 

includes information about the Roman 
emperors who ruled and the architectural 
sites that make the city worth visiting today.

1

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

How did location and the quest for status 
impact the development of modern 
Istanbul?

Using This Guide                            2

Common Core: Reading, Speaking 

& Listening, and Writing                    3

Article Pages                                4

Cross-Text Connections 

with Multiple Articles                      12

Mini-Unit                                    13

Printables                                   16

Glossary                                     19

Online Resources                          21

Teacher’s Guide for Dig: Istanbul
Through Time



2 Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 2016

Using this Guide

We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool that is ideal for interdisciplinary 
learning of social studies and science content and core literacy concepts  Find practical advice 
for teaching individual articles or utilize a mini-unit that helps your students’ make cross-text 
connections as they integrate ideas and information  

READ MULTIPLE ARTICLES PAGES 4 – 11

Each article in this magazine is well-suited for teaching Common Core literacy concepts and content area knowledge  

For each individual article page in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Prepare to Read
CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4

Common Core Connections to teach 
reading and writing standards 

CCSS.Writing.1, 2, 3 & 6

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 13 – 15

Magazine articles can be easily grouped to make cross text 

connections and comparisons  Our Common Core mini-unit 

guides students to read and discuss multiple articles and 

integrate ideas and information (CCSS Reading InfoText 9)  

Discussing multiple articles (CCSS SpeakListen 1, 2, 4) prepares 

students to write informational texts to share and publish in a 

variety of ways (CCSS Writing 2)   

Key Vocabulary 
CCSS.Reading.4

ARTICLES

SOCIAL 
STUDIES 

CONTENT

CORE 
LITERACY

Close Reading Questions
CCSS.Reading.1-10

Essential Question

Content Concepts
C3 Framework for Social Studies 

State Standards
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READING
Core literacy concepts, such as the ones found in the Common Core State Standards, help students access social studies 

and science content  Integration of both literacy thinking and content study offers students a great way to become experts 

in reading informational text and literature for content knowledge   This guide provides questions to cover many core literacy 

concepts 

Common Core Reading, Speaking & Listening, and Writing

Draw Inferences (CCSS. InfoText.1)     Summarize (CCSS.InfoText.2) 
Describe Relationships (CCSS.InfoText.3)   Determine Word Meaning (CCSS.InfoText.4) 
Analyze Text Structure (CCSS.InfoText.5)    Understand Author’s Point of View (CCSS.InfoText.6)
Interpret Visual Information (CCSS.InfoText.7)  Explain Reasons and Evidence (CCSS.InfoText.8)

DISCUSSION OPTIONS—IN CLASS OR ONLINE

Article Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading the same article  Have students discuss the content, share 
ideas, and critically evaluate the text 

Jigsaw Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading different articles  Invite students to share information and 
resources with each other 

Whole Class: Launch with an essential question  Encourage students to find and share evidence from different articles 
to build a greater understanding of the question 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Use the articles in this magazine to spark meaningful discussions in person and online  Encourage deeper discussions where 

students can become topic experts (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4).

FOCUS STANDARD: CCSS. InfoText 9: Integrate Ideas and Information:  
Have students read multiple articles on the same topic from this magazine to build knowledge and make cross-text 
comparisons 

WRITING
Use the articles in this magazine to prompt informative/explanatory writing (CCSS.Writing.2). Have students use evidence 

from the texts to share information about social studies, language arts, or science content in the articles  See the Mini-Unit 

section of this guide (pgs 13 – 15) as well as the Article Pages (pgs 4 - 11) for ways to incorporate writing into your instruction 
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ARTICLE: Location, Location, Location 
Magazine pages 2 - 3, Expository Nonfiction        

KEY VOCABULARY
command (p. 3) to have and be 

able to use or control

convenient (p. 3) allowing you to 

do something easily or without trouble

maritime (p. 3) located near or 

next to the sea

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Determine Meaning CCSS Info Text 4

How is the term “blind” used in the text? How does the usage impact your 

understanding of the article? What tone does it suggest? 

Analyze Text Structure CCSS Info Text 5

The author compares shopping for real estate today with the selection of the site 

for Byzantium  How does the author set up this structure and what purpose does 

it serve?

Research-Based Writing  CCSS Writing 2 & 6

Research the oracle at Delphi  Write an expository essay detailing its historical 

importance 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Underline geographic features that made the site for Byzantium desirable 

•  List details from the text that explain why the location helped the city become 

wealthy 

•  How was evidence for older settlements discovered?

PREPARE TO READ

Have your students discuss why natural features should be considered when 

selecting a site for a new city 

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 1
27

0

Prince Byzas selected the site for his new city, Byzantium, 

because of its natural features, including the defensible harbor 

and access to trade 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did location and the 
quest for status impact the 
development of modern 
Istanbul?   

EXTENSION
Economics

Compare average home prices in 

both desirable and undesirable 

locations  What economic factors 

explain the differences in average 

price?

CROSS CURRICULAR

CONCEPT
Geographic features influence 

settlement and culture 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: A ‘New Rome’
Magazine pages 4 - 7, Expository Nonfiction              

KEY VOCABULARY
colonnade (p. 4) a row of columns 

that usually hold up a roof

commission (p. 4) having a very 

rich and expensive quality

obsolete (p. 6) no longer used by 

anyone 

refinement (p. 6) excellence of 

manners or tastes

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7

Study the images that accompany the article  What information is present in the 

images that is not present in the text? How do they complement each other?

Draw Inferences  CCSS Info Text 1

Reread the article  What inferences can you make about the personality of 

Constantine? What specific words or phrases lead you to those inferences?

Opinion Writing CCSS Writing 1 & 6

Why did Constantine import items from all over the known world? Cite 

information from the text and your own experiences to support your opinion   

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  What steps did Constantine take to ensure that Constantinople would rival or 

surpass Rome? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer 

•  Underline details in the text that provide reasons why Constantinople was 

preferable to the city of Rome as the center of the Roman Empire 

•  What evidence does the author present to show that the simpler walls that 

faced the sea were sufficient? 

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss the importance of walls as defensive structures  List historical 

examples from castle walls to the Great Wall in China  Add the walls of 

Constantinople to your list 

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 1
0

70
Emperor Constantine took time to plan the new Roman capital 

so that it would both rival Rome in splendor and be defensible  

Emperor Theodosius II added new walls to the defenses 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Architecture & Math 

Conduct further research on the walls 

around Constantinople and create a 

scale model of a section of the walls 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did location and the 
quest for status impact the 
development of modern 
Istanbul? 

CONCEPT
Culture influences how people modify 

and adapt to their environment 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: Let’s Meet
Magazine pages 8 - 11, Expository Nonfiction   

KEY VOCABULARY
ingenuity (p. 11) skill or cleverness 

that allows someone to solve problems, 

invent things, etc  

inspirational (p. 11) causing 

people to want to do or create 

something

literally (p. 10) with the meaning of 

each individual word given exactly

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Make a chart listing different sections of the baths and what each was for 

•  Underline the steps Constantine took to turn Constantinople into the “third 

Troy ”

•  Use the text to create a list of Constantine’s goals for the city and the people 

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Explain Reasons and Evidence CCSS Info Text 8

What evidence does the author present for the existence of the statues in the 

ancient baths? Is the evidence sufficient?

Narrative Writing  CCSS Writing 3 & 6

Imagine you are visiting Constantinople  Write a letter home  Include details about 

your activities and the sights and sounds of the city 

Research-Based Narrative Writing  CCSS Writing 3 & 7

Research the Zeuxippus complex and write a narrative about an event that might 

have occurred there   

PREPARE TO READ

Study the illustrations that accompany the article  What do you think the 

article will be about?

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 9
20

Emperor Constantine restructured the city of Byzantium and 

renamed it Constantinople in order to give it the grandeur that 

Rome had possessed 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
English Language Arts 

Research the Latin terms in the 

article  List English words that have 

roots in common with the Latin 

terms  What do the words mean?

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did location and the 
quest for status impact the 
development of modern 
Istanbul?

CONCEPT
Culture influences how people modify 

and adapt to their environment 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: An Obelisk at the Hippodrome
Magazine pages 12 - 14, Expository Nonfiction

KEY VOCABULARY
omen (p. 14) something that is 

believed to be a sign or a warning 

of something that will happen in the 

future 

relief (p. 13) a work of art with 

designs that stick out above the surface

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Underline details in the text that explain the purpose of the Hippodrome 

•  What does each object that has stood at the center of the Hippodrome 

represent? Cite details from the text to support your answer 

•  In the last paragraph of the text, how does the author refute the idea that the 

donkey and its owner had been immortalized?

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7

Compare the images that accompany the article to the descriptions of the objects 

within the article  How do the images contribute to your understanding of the 

text?

Discuss Relationships  CCSS Reading 3

What are the similarities between the objects that have stood in the spina at the 

Hippodrome? How does the author highlight these similarities?

Summarize Main Ideas  CCSS Info Text 2

Work with a partner to determine the main ideas of each subsection of the article 

as well as the article as a whole   How do the titles relate to the main ideas? 

PREPARE TO READ

Show the students images of Roman statuary  Discuss where each piece can 

be found and ask them to speculate on its purpose and symbolism  

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 1
0

80

Roman emperors decorated the center, or spina, of the 

Hippodrome with objects that represented power 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Art & English Language Arts 

Create a monument to an 

important accomplishment in your 

life  Incorporate symbols and an 

inscription to represent the event  

Include an essay or slide presentation 

explaining your piece 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did location and the 
quest for status impact the 
development of modern 
Istanbul? 

CONCEPT
Human-induced environmental 

changes affect cultural attitudes 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: Justinian -- Deserving of Praise, or No?
Magazine pages 16 - 18, Expository Nonfiction              

KEY VOCABULARY
hypocrite (p. 17) a person who 

claims or pretends to have certain 

beliefs about what is right but who 

behaves in a way that disagrees with 

those beliefs

illustrious (p. 16) admired and 

respected very much for certain 

achievements 

riot (p. 18) a situation in which a 

large group of people behave in a 

violent and uncontrolled way

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Evaluate Evidence CCSS Info Text 8

Are the sources used to proclaim that Justinian was a good leader sufficient and 

reliable?

Analyze Text Structure  CCSS Info Text 5

Define the text structure used in the article (cause/effect, comparison, problem/

solution, or chronology) and then determine how this structure helps the reader 

understand the information and form opinions about Justinian 

Write Arguments CCSS Writing 1 & 6

Suppose you were a Roman living under Justinian’s rule  Write an argument 

trying to convince non-citizens of the benefits of seeking Roman citizenship   Cite 

evidence from the text to support your argument    

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Outline the steps involved in Justinian becoming emperor 

•  Create a chart of Justinian’s accomplishments and the arguments that detract 

from them  Note the paragraph in which each appears 

• How did natural disasters impact his rule? Use the text to support your answer 

PREPARE TO READ

Create a list of attributes that might make an emperor praiseworthy or 

undeserving of praise  Instruct students to look for examples of those 

attributes as you read  

Le
xi

le
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co
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: 1
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0
Emperor Justinian accomplished some great things, but he 

also faced many challenges, including natural disasters and an 

uprising, and had a reputation for being cruel 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science & History  

Research the Black Plague in 

Medieval Europe  How did it spread 

and what were its effects on Europe’s 

population? 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did location and the 
quest for status impact the 
development of modern 
Istanbul?

CONCEPT
Natural phenomena and human 

developments can both create the 

context for historical change 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: A Riot
Magazine pages 19 - 21, Expository Nonfiction     

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Draw Inferences CCSS Info Text 1

Reread the section titled “Architects at Work ” What inferences can you make 

about what Justinian thought was important to the people?

Discuss Relationships CCSS Info Text 3

Work with a partner to determine the relationship between Roman rulers, 

especially Justinian, and their subjects  Cite details from the text to support your 

answer 

Present Claims CCSS Speaking and Listening 4

Do you believe the riot could have been prevented? Use details from the 

article and sources listed in Online Resources to create a 5-minute slideshow 

presentation to support your opinion  

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Underline details in the text that explain why the two men had been arrested 

and how they escaped execution 

•  What were the effects of the riot? Cite details from the text to support your 

answer 

•  How did Justinian improve the city as he rebuilt it?

PREPARE TO READ

Define the term “riot ” Ask the students if they are familiar with any riots that 

have occurred throughout history  What were the causes and the results of 

those events? Tell them they will read about a riot in Constantinople  

Le
xi

le
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0

50

A riot, resulting from attempts to free two arrested charioteers, 

led to many deaths and a fire  Justinian improved the 

infrastructure as he rebuilt the city 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did location and the 
quest for status impact the 
development of modern 
Istanbul?

KEY VOCABULARY
frenzy (p. 21) great and often wild 

or uncontrolled activity

hooligan (p. 20) a usually young 

man who does noisy and violent 

things as part of a group or gang

pardon (p. 20) to officially say 

that someone who is guilty of a crime 

will be allowed to go free and will not 

be punished

Science 

Study the life cycle of the silk worm 

and learn how silk is produced 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Culture influences how people modify 

and adapt to their environment 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: The Great Church
Magazine pages 22 - 25, Expository Nonfiction              

KEY VOCABULARY
consecrate (p. 24) to officially 

make (something, such as a place 

or building) holy through a special 

religious ceremony

crimson (p. 24) a deep purplish-

red color

plaque (p. 23) a flat, thin piece of 

metal or wood with writing on it that 

is used especially as a reminder of 

something (such as a historic event or 

an achievement)

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Author’s Point of View CCSS Info Text 6

What is the author’s attitude toward Hagia Sophia? What specific details from the 

text allow you to determine this attitude?

Present Information CCSS Speaking and Listening 4

Study Istanbul under Justinian and Mehmet  Create a five-minute presentation 

explaining which emperor was more successful and why  Convince others of your 

claim 

Author’s Point of View CCSS Info Text 6

What is Procopius’s attitude toward Hagia Sophia? What specific details from the 

quotes of his work lead you to this conclusion? 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Underline information in the text that explains why Justinian rebuilt Hagia 

Sophia on such a grand scale 

•  What events prompted changes to the Hagia Sophia? Cite details from the text 

to support your answer 

•  How do the legends that surround the church add to its reputation as a divine 

space?

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss what might make a single church important enough to be rebuilt after 

being destroyed  Ask if the students are familiar with other famous houses of 

worship 

Le
xi

le
 S

co
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: 1
0

50
The Hagia Sophia was destroyed by riots, but Emperor 

Justinian rebuilt it in grand fashion  It later became a mosque 

and is currently a museum 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Science  

Research earthquakes  What causes 

them? How are they measured? How 

was the Richter scale developed, and 

what do its ratings mean?

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
What political and economic 
means did Rome use to gain 
and maintain power in North 
Africa, and why was this 
territory important to the 
empire? 

CONCEPT
Human-induced environmental 

changes affect cultural attitudes 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: Magnificence in Architecture
Magazine pages 28 - 32, Expository Nonfiction  

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7

Study the photographs that accompany the article  How does each relate to the 

main text? 

Analyze Text Structure CCSS Info Text 5

Reread the quotes included with the article  How does each add to your 

understanding of the main text? Why might the author have included them?

Research-Based Writing CCSS Writing 2 & 6

Research one of the architectural sites mentioned, and write an expository essay 

detailing its construction and important moments in its history  

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  What is the main purpose of each site highlighted in the article? Underline this 

information in the text 

•  Use the text to determine which features (e g  size, construction materials) 

make each structure grand 

•  Underline details in the text that refer to how each structure was planned 

PREPARE TO READ

Show photographs of local buildings of architectural interest  Discuss what 

they are and why their architectural features are important 

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 1
0

80

The article explores important architectural sites in Istanbul 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How did location and the 
quest for status impact the 
development of modern 
Istanbul?

KEY VOCABULARY
diversion (p. 29) something that 

people do because it is enjoyable, 

entertaining, or pleasant

intricate (p. 30) having many 

parts

labyrinth (p. 29) a place that has 
many confusing paths or passages

English Language Arts 

Research one of the people quoted in 

the article  Write a short biography of 

that person including details of their 

trip to Constantinople 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT
Physical characteristics of places affect 

the culture of people living there  

SOCIAL STUDIES
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COMPARE ARTICLES

COMPARING TEXTS

SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare articles they read   Help students find the 
connections between pieces of information in multiple texts  Use prompts, such as the 
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information 
(CCSS.Reading.9):

•  Use information from several articles to create a timeline of important events in the 
history of Constantinople  Include its architectural sites, emperors, and sultans 

•  Study the articles “A New ‘Rome’” and “Let’s Meet” to determine Emperor 
Constantine’s influence on the city he created  What were his positive and negative 
impacts on the city and its future?

•  Study the articles “Justinian—Deserving of Praise, or No?” and “A Riot” to determine 
Emperor Justinian’s influence on Constantinople  What were his positive and negative 
impacts on the city and its future?

•  Use “A New ‘Rome,’” “Let’s Meet,” “Justinian—Deserving of Praise, or No?,” and “A 
Riot” to compare the two emperors highlighted in this issue 

•  Use “A New ‘Rome,’” “An Obelisk at the Hippodrome,” “The Great Church,” and 
“Magnificence in Architecture” to compare architectural structures in Constantinople  
Why was each item built or imported? What was its intended purpose? Who 
commissioned the structure? Is it still in use today? 

•  Both “Justinian—Deserving of Praise or No” and “The Great Church” quote the 
historian Procopius  How does each article utilize these quotes? Why might the 
authors have chosen to add the direct quotations to their articles?

CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS WITH MULTIPLE ARTICLES

Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 201612
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Status symbols can be objects of monetary value, real estate, items presented by an 
adoring public, or objects captured in warfare or built to symbolize victory  Status plays 
a huge part in Istanbul’s history  Its rulers wanted its status to surpass that of other great 
cities  

ENGAGE: Review how various developments – such as architectural accomplishments 
– help cities gain status over time. Ask students which cities they’d most like to visit 
and why. Show images of some of the world’s greatest cities and discuss them. Include 
Istanbul.

EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN

Share the essential question:
How did location and the quest for status impact the development of 

modern Istanbul?

MINI-UNIT

Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 2016

ENGAGE READ AND 
COMPARE APPLY

13

Byzantium
• Greek city
• Controlled tradeum

Constantinopie
• Rome of the East
• Chariot Racesm

Istanbul
• Modern city
• Ottoman-influenced

Once City: Three Names
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CHOOSE A PURPOSE FOR READING
UNDERSTAND MAIN IDEAS AND KEY DETAILS: CCSS Reading.2  What are the main ideas of this 
article? Which details best support each main idea? Mark the text to show a connection between the 
details and the ideas they support  

INTERPRET WORDS: CCSS Reading.4  How is the term “myths” used in the text? Could another 
word be used instead? How would this change affect the tone or meaning of the passage? 

EVALUATE EVIDENCE: CCSS Reading.8  The author begins the second section with a question  How 
does she answer that question, and what evidence does she present for her answer? Is the evidence 
sufficient?

READ AND COMPARE ARTICLES: Begin with a focus article as a base for building 
content knowledge and model how to work through the text. 

 1) READ ALOUD: Use “Location, Location, Location” (pgs 2-3) as a focus article, or choose a 
different article that works well for your teaching goals  Share the article summary on page 4 of 
this guide  Students can read their own copies of the article and use sticky notes to mark places 
they find interesting or have questions about   

 2) DISCUSS THE ARTICLE: After reading, guide students to talk about the article  See the 
Article Pages for Close Reading Questions 

 3) READ NEW ARTICLES: Help students choose additional articles to read based on their 
inquiry questions or what they are intersted in  Refer to the Article Pages for summaries of each 
article within Istanbul through Time.

4) COMPARE ARTICLES: After students have read multiple articles, guide them to make cross-
text connections  Refer to page 12 to Compare Articles for prompts that help students integrate 
ideas and information 

Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 2016

MINI-UNIT (cont )

14
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APPLY: STATUS SYMBOL: THE BOARD GAME

Assign each student an architectural or other achievement that conferred a high 
status upon the city or demonstrated that the city had already obtained such a 
status. Examples might include the Hagia Sophia or the Justinian Code. Instruct each 
student to research the status symbol and note its origin, how it demonstrates or 
confers status, its impact on the modern world or the city of Istanbul, and any other 
important details they may find.  They should also locate an image to represent their 
symbol. Students will work in groups to create board games using this information by 
following the steps listed below. The groups will then play each other’s games.

Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 2016

MINI-UNIT (cont )

15

Step 1: Plan

Look over your notes together and consider how you might construct your game  
You may use a popular game as a model  Pay careful attention to what the final goal 
of the game is and how someone will win  Make sure to incorporate questions and 
answers for each person’s status symbol 

Step 2: Design

Use the Game Design Organizer to draw a model of your board  Create any 
playing cards or other props you need  Consider how your images could best be 
incorporated  Write the rules for your game 

Step 3: Test and Revise

Play the sample game you’ve created  Edit any       
parts that aren’t working  

Step 4: Create 

Use a pencil to draw your final game board on      
poster board  Go over all of the pencil with marker         
Add your images and create final copies of the        
rules of your game 

Step 5: Play 

Trade games with another group and see if you       
can achieve the status of winner  

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER:

• Is it too easy to win?
• Is winning impossible?
• Have we included enough  
   information?
• Is the game interesting to                     
   look at?
• Is it fun to play?
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GROUP MEMBERS: 
________________________________________

Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 201616

Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer

Name of Game:

Game Authors:

Components of Game and Rules:

Pencil Sketch of Game Board:
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ANALYZE GRAPHIC FEATURES

GRAPHIC FEATURE HOW THIS FEATURE HELPED 
YOUR UNDERSTANDING

PAGE
LOCATION

NAME: _________________________

Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 201617
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CONCEPT CHART

ESSENTIAL QUESTION OR INQUIRY QUESTION:

ARTICLE 1: ARTICLE 2: ARTICLE 3:

Show how reading multiple articles developed your understanding of the 
essential question or or your own inquiry question.

NAME: _________________________

Dig: Istanbul Through Time © February 2016
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colonnade  a row of columns that usually hold up 
a roof

Now, with time to think, engineers oversaw a design 
that included wide, colonnaded streets. (p. 4)

command  to have and be able to use or control

As a result, Byzantium soon became the hub at the 
European and Asian borders, commanding trade and 
communications lines between the two. (p. 3)

commission  to order or request (something) to 
be made or done

In addition, each leader had grand plans for his city 
and commissioned imposing monuments dedicated to 
himself. (p. 4)

consecrate  to officially make (something, such as 
a place or building) holy through a special religious 
ceremony

Hagia Sophia was consecrated on December 27, 537, 
less than six years after the project began. (p. 24)

convenient  allowing you to do something easily 
or without trouble

A wishlist that modern families on the move often have 
when relocating includes good schools, safe streets, 
and convenient access to work and stores. (p. 3)

crimson  a deep purplish-red color

For he would surely marvel at the purple of some, the 
green tint of others, and at those on which the crimson 
glows and those from which the white flashes…. (p. 24)

diversion  something that people do because it is 
enjoyable, entertaining, or pleasant 

The embroiderers’ [section] is also very glittering, and 
people walk here as much for diversion as for business. 
(p. 29)

frenzy  great and often wild or uncontrolled activity

Soon after, a frenzied riot broke out that lasted for five 
days. (p. 21) 

hooligan  a usually young man who does noisy and 
violent things as part of a group or gang

A number of the hooligans were hanged. (p. 20) 

ecstatic  very happy or excited

The Roman Senate is ecstatic with such a turn of 
events.  (p. 15i)

hypocrite  a person who claims or pretends to have 
certain beliefs about what is right but who behaves in 
a way that disagrees with those beliefs

Further, while Procopius praises Justinian in his 
official histories, his third work, called the Secret 
History, describes Justinian as deceitful, devious, false, 
hypocritical, two-faced, cruel, and worse. (p. 17) 

illustrious  admired and respected very much for 
certain achievements

The historian Procopius lavishly praised the emperor, 
writing that he “took over the State when it was 
harassed by disorder, and not only made it greater in 
extent but also much more illustrious.” (p. 16) 

ingenuity  skill or cleverness that allows someone 
to solve problems, invent things, etc.

The Baths of Zeuxippus took Roman ingenuity to the 
next level. (p. 11)

inspirational  causing people to want to do or 
create something

He also wanted his city center to be inspirational, and 
the Baths of Zeuxippus again played a major role in his 
plans. (p. 11)

intricate  having many parts

Three gates opened onto the marble-paved courtyard, 
with the main doorway fashioned of intricately 
decorated brass. (p. 30)

labyrinth  a place that has many confusing paths or 
passages

Over the years, merchants and shopkeepers built 
wooden stalls in the area between and around the 
bedestens, making a continuous labyrinth of shops. (p. 
29)

literally  with the meaning of each individual word 
given exactly

“Zeuxippus” literally means “the sacred area of Zeus.” 
(p. 10)

Glossary
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maritime  located near or next to the sea

What was it about this location that made it one of the 
wealthiest maritime cities in the world? (p. 3)

obsolete  no longer used by anyone 

The approximate path of Constantine’s wall is known 
today, but, as the city expanded outward, the walls 
were no longer of use defensively and became 
obsolete. (p. 6)

omen  something that is believed to be a sign or 
warning of something that will happen in the future

Octavius saw this as a good omen and immortalized 
the pair in bronze. (p.14)

pardon  to officially say that someone who is guilty 
of a crime will be allowed to go free and will not be 
punished

The people, no doubt stirred up by supporters of the 
different factions, demanded that the offenders be 
pardoned. (p. 20)

plaque  a flat, thin piece of metal or wood with 
writing on it that is used especially as a reminder 
of something (such as a historic event or an 
achievement)

Justinian had dreamed that he saw a man dressed in 
green robes and holding a silver plaque engraved with 
the plan of a church. (p. 23)

refinement  excellence of manners or tastes

Thus did Constantinople quickly gain a reputation for 
luxury and refinement. (p. 6)

relief  a work of art with designs that stick out 
above the surface 

The reliefs carved into the pedestal show Theodosius 
overseeing the raising of the obelisk and looking down 
at captives who kneel before him. (p. 13)

riot  a situation in which a large group of people 
behave in a violent and uncontrolled way 

His generals Belisarius and Mundus crushed the rioters 
in the Hippodrome, slaughtering 30,000 mercilessly. 
(p. 18)
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A NEW ‘ROME’

• http://www ancient eu/Constantine_I/

This article by A History Encyclopedia contains a complete biography of Emperor 
Constantine  

A RIOT

• http://historymedren about com/od/byzantium/a/Nika-Revolt_2 htm

This article from About Education contains a complete history of the riot 

• http://www smithsonianmag com/history/blue-versus-green-rocking-the-byzantine-empire-113325928/?no-ist

This article from Smithsonian com presents a complete history of the Nika riots  

MAGNIFICENCE IN ARCHITECTURE

• https://goturkey com/en/city/detail/istanbul

This tourism website contains information about the city of Istanbul as well as video 
tours of some of the major sites   

Online Resources


