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OVERVIEW

In this magazine, 
readers will learn 
about China’s 
earliest rulers, 
who became 
cultural heroes, 
and the myths and 
legends that detail 
their importance 

to Chinese culture.  China’s Mythical Rulers 
includes information about the Chinese 
language and other symbols that impact 
the culture today.
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Using this Guide

We invite you to use this magazine as a flexible teaching tool, which is ideal for interdisciplinary 
learning of social studies and science content and core literacy concepts . Find practical advice 
for teaching articles individually or utilize a mini-unit that helps your students’ make cross-text 
connections as they integrate ideas and information . 

READ MULTIPLE ARTICLES PAGES 4 – 11

Each article in this magazine is well-suited for teaching Common Core literacy concepts and content area knowledge . 

For each individual article page in this guide, you’ll find the following:

Prepare to Read
CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4

Common Core Connections to teach 
reading and writing standards .

CCSS.Writing.1, 2, 3 & 6

TEACH A MINI-UNIT PAGES 13 – 15

Magazine articles can be easily grouped to make cross text 

connections and comparisons . Our Common Core mini-unit 

guides students to read and discuss multiple articles and 

integrate ideas and information . (CCSS .Reading InfoText .9)  

Discussing multiple articles (CCSS .SpeakListen .1, 2, 4) prepares 

students to write informational texts to share and publish in a 

variety of ways . (CCSS .Writing .2)  

Key Vocabulary 
CCSS.Reading.4

ARTICLES

SOCIAL 
STUDIES 

CONTENT

CORE 
LITERACY

Close Reading Questions
CCSS.Reading.1-10

Essential Question

Content Concepts
C3 Framework for Social Studies 

State Standards
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READING
Core literacy concepts, such as the ones found in the Common Core State Standards, help students access social studies 

and science content . Integration of both literacy thinking and content study offers students a great way to become experts 

in reading informational text and literature for content knowledge .  This guide provides questions to cover many core literacy 

concepts .

Common Core Reading, Speaking & Listening, and Writing

Draw Inferences (CCSS. InfoText.1)     Summarize (CCSS.InfoText.2) 
Describe Relationships (CCSS.InfoText.3)   Determine Word Meaning (CCSS.InfoText.4) 
Analyze Text Structure (CCSS.InfoText.5)    Understand Author’s Point of View (CCSS.InfoText.6)
Interpret Visual Information (CCSS.InfoText.7)  Explain Reasons and Evidence (CCSS.InfoText.8)

DISCUSSION OPTIONS—IN CLASS OR ONLINE

Article Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading the same article . Have students discuss the content, share 
ideas, and critically evaluate the text .

Jigsaw Clubs: Form small reading groups of students reading different articles . Invite students to share information and 
resources with each other .

Whole Class: Launch with an essential question . Encourage students to find and share evidence from different articles 
building a greater understanding of the question .

SPEAKING AND LISTENING
Use the articles in this magazine to spark meaningful discussions in person and online . Encourage deeper discussions where 

students can become topic experts . (CCSS.SpeakListen.1, 2, 4)

FOCUS STANDARD: CCSS. InfoText 9: Integrate Ideas and Information:  
Have students read multiple articles from this magazine on the same topic, build knowledge, and make cross-text 
comparisons .

WRITING
Use the articles in this magazine to prompt informative/explanatory writing (CCSS.Writing.2). Have students use evidence 

from the texts to share information about social studies, language arts, or science content in the articles . See the Mini-Unit 

section of this guide (pages 13 – 15) as well as the article pages (pages 4 - 11) for ways to incorporate writing into your 

instruction .
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ARTICLE: And So the World Starts! 
Magazine pages 2 - 3, Expository Nonfiction        

KEY VOCABULARY
attributed (p. 3)  to think of 

(something) as being made or created 

by (someone) 

primitive (p. 3) of, belonging to, or 

seeming to come from an early time in 

the very ancient past

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Explain Reasons & Evidence CCSS Info Text 8

On page 3, the author suggests the myth may not be Chinese in origin . What 

evidence does the author present? Do you think this evidence is sufficient? Why 

or why not?

Summarize Main Ideas CCSS Info Text 2

Write a summary of the main ideas of the text . Include questions you have about 

the topic and possible resources for answers . 

Research-Based Writing CCSS Writing 2 & 6

Research versions of the Pangu myth . Consider similarities and differences . 

Classify them on a chart .  Use the variations you’ve studied to write an expository 

essay comparing the different versions . 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Using information from the text, describe the personality of Pangu .

•  The author asserts that “Chinese myth gives credit and honor to extraordinary, 

gifted humans .” What evidence supports this assertion?

•  How were heaven and earth created? Underline ideas in the text that help to 

answer this question . 

PREPARE TO READ

Draw a chart on the board with two columns, labeled, “Culture” and “Creation 

Story Details .” Ask the students to share examples of creation stories they 

know about, and fill in the chart with this information .   Briefly discuss 

similarities and differences between the different creation stories . 

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 9
30

The article presents an introduction to Chinese mythology, 

describing how the ancient people of China saw their world .

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
How do ancient myths and 
symbols impact modern culture? 
  

EXTENSION

English Language Arts

Research creation stories and select 

one . Write an extension of the story, 

using its original characters, to 

explain why the world is the way it is 

today . 

CROSS CURRICULAR

CONCEPT

Myths demonstrate the way ancient 

cultures viewed the world . 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: The Three August Ones
Magazine pages 4 - 9, Expository Nonfiction   

KEY VOCABULARY
divination (p.8)  the practice of 

using signs (such as an arrangement of 

tea leaves or cards) or special powers 

to predict the future  

instrument (p. 8)  a tool or device 

used for a particular purpose

patron (p. 9)  a person chosen, 

named, or honored as a special 

guardian, protector, or supporter

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  How does legend differ from myth? Look for both terms in the article and 

determine whether the author distinguishes them accurately .

•  What is each August One known for? Why was this contribution important?

•  Use details in the text to determine the connections between the Three August 

Ones . 

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7

Compare the written description of each August One to the image that 

accompanies it . How does the image impact your interpretation of each August 

One?  

Explain Reasons & Evidence  CCSS Info Text 8

What evidence supports the claim that Nuwa may not “fit very well” into the 

chronology of the Three August Sovereigns?

Author’s Point of View  CCSS Info Text 6 

Refer to pages 8 – 9 . Which word and punctuation choices show how the author 

feels about Shennong?

PREPARE TO READ

Direct the students to look at the artwork that accompanies the article . Ask 

them what they think the article will be about and what leads them to their 

conclusions .

Le
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10

The Three August Sovereigns, Fuxi, Nuwa, and Shennong, are 

described in the context of their contributions to Chinese life 

and the myths or legends they’re part of .

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

Arts

Research a mythological or legendary 

figure from another society and 

create a visual interpretation of that 

character . 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do ancient myths and 
symbols impact modern 
culture?  

CONCEPT

People’s perspectives shape the 

historical sources they create . 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: In the Historical Record
Magazine pages 10 - 11, Expository Nonfiction     

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Describe Relationships CCSS Info Text 3

What can be inferred about Sima Qian’s personality? Use information from the 

text to justify your inferences .

Draw Inferences CCSS Info Text 1

Consider the titles for each section of the article . What other headings could be 

used? How would they change the article?

Narrative Writing CCSS Writing 3 & 6

Imagine you are Sima Qian . Write a letter to your daughter detailing the amount 

of labor you put in to the Shiji. Explain why it’s important to you and how she can 

help you achieve your and your father’s goals .

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Why does Chinese history traditionally begin with the Xia dynasty? Use details 

from the text to support your answer .

•  What do you think was the author’s purpose in writing this article? Underline 

parts of the text that support your answer . 

•  Consider the material used in writing the Shiji . Why was it difficult to protect 

records from calamities?

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss the term “historical record” and the many forms historical records can 

take . Which forms are likely to have existed in ancient China? 

Le
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The Chinese historical record begins with the Shiji, but it cannot 

be verified and may have evolved over time . It was recorded 

and preserved by Sima Qian with the help of his family . 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do ancient myths and 
symbols impact modern 
culture?

KEY VOCABULARY
distinguish (p. 10) to make 

(someone or something) different or 

special in some way 

virtuous (p. 10) morally good 

calamity (p. 10) an event that 

causes great harm and suffering

Mathematics

Show students an example of an I 

Ching symbol (see Online Resources) . 

Explain that they are constructed 

from solid lines and dashes . Have 

students use their knowledge of 

probability to determine how many 

symbols are possible using these 

combinations . 

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT

Gaps in the historical record may 

arise due to limitations in the types of 

sources available . 

SOCIAL STUDIES



7 DIG: China’s Mythical Rulers © November/December 2015

ARTICLE: The Sages
Magazine pages 12 - 19, Expository Nonfiction

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Writing Arguments CCSS Writing 1 & 6

Emperor Shun’s life was a Cinderella story . Do you agree? Write an essay arguing 

your position .

Describe Relationships  CCSS Info Text 3 

Use a family tree to show the relationships between each of the rulers . Describe 

how and why each successor was selected .

Summarize Main Ideas CCSS Info Text 2

Discuss the main ideas in this article . Locate text that specifically points to each 

main idea and use it as reference material for a summary .  

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  What tone does the author set with the opening lines? 

•  Create a chart listing each emperor’s contributions to China .

•  Why is the dragon important in Chinese culture? Locate and underline each 

mention of dragons in the article .

PREPARE TO READ

Ask students what they think of when they hear the term “sage .” Have 

students hypothesize about the role sages play in shaping cultures . 

Le
xi

le
 S

co
re

: 1
15

0

“The Sages” presents an overview of the lives and contributions 

of each of China’s five legendary emperors .

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do ancient myths and 
symbols impact modern 
culture? 

KEY VOCABULARY
filial (p. 18) of or relating to a son 

or daughter

phenomenon (p. 17) something 

(such as an interesting fact or event) 

that can be observed and studied and 

that typically is unusual or difficult to 

understand or explain fully

Art 

Use details from the text to create a 

timeline with illustrations displaying 

the contributions made by each of 

the Five Sages .   

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT

People’s perspectives shape the 

historical sources they create .

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: Yu the Great
Magazine pages 20 - 22, Expository Nonfiction     

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Analyze Text Structure CCSS Reading 5

On page 21, the author quotes from an ancient text . Why did the author chose to 

use this quote? What impact does the quote have on your understanding of the 

text? How would the text differ without the quote?

Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7

Compare the illustration and the photo that accompany the article . Why do you 

think each was chosen? What elements of the text do they illustrate? 

Opinion Writing CCSS Writing 3 & 6 

Write an essay detailing whether or not you believe Yu the Great lives up to this 

name . Use details from the article and further research to support your opinion .

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  What were Emperor Yu’s contributions to China? Use details from the text to 

support your answer .

•  How did Yu succeed to the throne and how did he choose his successor?

•  How do the inscriptions mentioned on page 21 show that Yu left an important 

legacy?

PREPARE TO READ

Discuss what it means to be great . Continue by asking what makes a leader or 

ruler great .  

Le
xi
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0

Yu was the first ruler of the Xia dynasty . He succeeded Shun 

to the throne because he showed determination in controlling 

flooding in China .

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do ancient myths and 
symbols impact modern 
culture? 

KEY VOCABULARY
plague (p. 21) to cause constant 

or repeated trouble, illness, etc ., for 

(someone or something

tyrannical (p. 22) using power 

over people in a way that is cruel and 

unfair 

Civics

Research other rulers labeled as “the 

Great” . Compare them to Yu the 

Great . What characteristics lead to 

greatness?

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT

Humans adapt the environment to 

meet their needs .    

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: And in Death
Magazine pages 24 - 27, Expository Nonfiction              

KEY VOCABULARY
embellish (p. 26) to decorate 

(something) by adding special details 

and features 

opulent  (p. 27) very comfortable 

and expensive 

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Author’s Point of View CCSS Info Text 6

Does the author want archaeologists to have access to the tombs? What specific 

words and phrases show this point of view?

Describe Relationships  CCSS Info Text 3

Later emperors became responsible for the Yellow Emperor . What relationships or 

connections might have prompted them to assume this responsibility?

Research-Based Writing CCSS Writing 2 & 6

Research the Qingming Festival and write an expository description of it .

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  Using the photographs and text as resources, list the ways the Chinese honor 

their dead emperors .

•  How does social class impact burial and the treatment of those making 

offerings to the dead? Underline parts of the text that support your answer . 

•  How and why did temple complexes grow around tombs? Cite evidence from 

the text in your answer . 

PREPARE TO READ

Explain ways in which you honor family members or others who have died . 

Have the students present their own experiences with honoring the dead . 

Le
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90
The Yellow Emperor, and later emperors, are honored with 

elaborate tomb sites and offerings . Archaeological excavation 

isn’t permitted at tomb sites, but looting has occurred .

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION
Family and Consumer 
Sciences  

Research the offerings that were 

traditionally presented in ancient 

China and recreate an offering meal .

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do ancient myths and 
symbols impact modern 
culture?  

CONCEPT

Culture influences the ways people 

modify their environments . 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: The World in Fours and Fives
Magazine pages 31 - 34, Expository Nonfiction    

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Explain Reasons & Evidence CCSS Info Text 8

What evidence supports the claim that the dragon and tiger symbolize yin and 

yang? What evidence supports the symbolism of the Cardinal Emblems?

Interpret Visual Information CCSS Info Text 7

Compare the diagrams on page 34 . Why do both begin with the same phase? 

What would change if another phase was at the top? Can you think of another 

way to order the phases? 

Draw Inferences CCSS Info Text 1

Why was the Center added as a symbol? 

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  How does a Chinese person view the numbers four and five? Underline parts of 

the text that support your answer . 

•  List each symbol mentioned in the article and what it represents .

•  Why might Xuanwu have evolved into Zhenwu?   

PREPARE TO READ

Brainstorm common uses or occurrences of four and five . Include everything 

from seasons to chambers of the heart . 

Le
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The Four Directions and Five Phases are represented by 

symbols on many Chinese artifacts .

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do ancient myths and 
symbols impact modern 
culture?

KEY VOCABULARY
envision (p. 31) to picture 

(something) in your mind

heirloom (p.31) a valuable object 

that is owned by a family for many 

years and passed from one generation 

to another

obscure (p. 31) difficult to 

understand

radiate (p. 32) to go out in a 

direct line from a central point or area 

English Language Arts

Interview family members about 

heirlooms they possess .  Ask about 

the purpose and history of each 

heirloom . Write an expository 

essay describing any symbols that 

may appear on the heirlooms and 

explaining their meaning .

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT

Symbols represent ideas .

SOCIAL STUDIES
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ARTICLE: Cracking the Code of Chinese Characters
Magazine pages 35 - 36, Expository Nonfiction    

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

Analyze Text Structure CCSS Reading 4

What is the tone of the opening paragraphs? Why might the author have chosen 

this tone to begin with? Was it effective?

Describe Relationships CCSS Info Text 3 

There are two types of Chinese writing . What is the connection between them? 

How is each used?

Opinion Writing CCSS Writing 3 & 6

Which form of Chinese writing do you think is easier to learn, the traditional or the 

simplified? Use details from the article to justify your answer .

CLOSE READING QUESTIONS

•  How are Chinese characters like a secret code? Underline parts of the text that 

support your answer . 

•  How do the individual parts of Chinese characters help with understanding the 

words?

•  Why are simplified characters harder to decipher? Cite evidence from the text .

PREPARE TO READ

Show examples of Chinese words . Explain that each word is formed from 

symbols .

Le
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The article is a guide to understanding how Chinese characters 

are structured and can be decoded .

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION

How do ancient myths and 
symbols impact modern 
culture? 

KEY VOCABULARY
decipher (p. 36) to find the 

meaning of (something that is difficult 

to read or understand)

pictorial (p. 36) having or using 

pictures

Art

Learn to write your name or a word 

with the same meaning using Chinese 

characters .

CROSS-CURRICULAR
EXTENSION

CONCEPT

Written and spoken language allows 

ideas to move from place to place .

SOCIAL STUDIES
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COMPARE ARTICLES

COMPARING TEXTS

SYNTHESIZE: Guide students to compare articles they read .  Help students find the 
connections between pieces of information in multiple texts . Use prompts, such as the 
following examples, to have students work together to Integrate Ideas and Information 
(CCSS.Reading.9):

•  Use information from several articles to create a time line of each ruler, dynasty, and 
important event mentioned . The time line on page 14 will help get you started .

•  Refer to multiple articles to determine the characteristics that many of the sages and 
August Ones shared . How do these characteristics impact leadership ability?

•  Use information from the articles “Yu the Great” and “In the Historical Record” to see 
examples of how a child continues the work of his parent . Do the Chinese value this 
behavior? What information in each text helps you support your opinion?

•  Study the images that accompany each article as well as the text . Look for examples 
of symbolism . What does each symbol mean? How are these symbols viewed today?

•  Consider the concept of yin and yang . Duality is a common theme in Chinese culture . 
Look for examples of opposing forces in each article . Do the forces remain balanced 
or does one side win over the other?

CROSS-TEXT CONNECTIONS WITH MULTIPLE ARTICLES

DIG: China’s Mythical Rulers © November/December 201512
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The Ancient Times: Today we have artifacts and stories passed down through the 
generations that explain the past . We also interpret symbols to understand how ancient 
peoples lived . But how do these stories and symbols, originating in ancient times, impact 
Chinese culture today? Turn your students into investigative reporters as they research and 
write newspaper articles for The Ancient Times describing how these ancient stores and 
symbols continue to influence modern Chinese culture .

ENGAGE: Engage students in a look at how ancient symbols and stories impact modern 
times. Bring in objects from your own background and discuss their uses. Look carefully 
at what any symbols on them represent and how each object came to be valued by 
your cultural group. Discuss whether the story is a myth, a legend, or verifiable fact. Ask 
students to bring in their own cultural objects to tap into their background knowledge. 
Then show the graphic below. Have students brainstorm how ancient Chinese stories and 
symbols may still be influencing Chinese culture today.  

EXPLORATORY LEARNING - FLEXIBLE MINI-UNIT DESIGN

Share the essential question:
 How do ancient myths and symbols impact modern culture?

MINI-UNIT

DIG: China’s Mythical Rulers © November/December 2015

ENGAGE READ AND 
COMPARE APPLY

13

Modern Cultural 
Expressions 
Incorporating 
Characters, 
Symbols, or 
Beliefs from 
Ancient Creation 
Story

Oral and 
Written 
Traditions 
Pass 
Knowledge 
Through Time

Ancient 
Creation 
Story
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CHOOSE A PURPOSE FOR READING
CLOSE READ: CCSS Reading Info Text.1  Mark the text, noting important details and highlighting what 
interests, surprises, or confuses you . Note the use of symbols and mythology .

UNDERSTAND MAIN IDEAS TO DEVELOP EXPERTISE: CCSS Reading Info Text.2  Record the main 
ideas in the article . Note how these main ideas build on the main ideas from the focus article . How is 
your topic knowledge growing?

REVIEW GRAPHIC FEATURES: CCSS Reading Info Text.7  Examine each graphic feature that 
accompanies your article . How does it show the use of symbols or reflect mythology? How are the 
symbols interpreted today? What significance do the myths have to the modern Chinese?

READ AND COMPARE ARTICLES: Begin with a focus article as a base for building 
content knowledge and model how to work through the text. 

 1) READ ALOUD: Use “And So the World Starts” on pages 2 - 3 as a focus article, or choose a 
different article that works well for your teaching goals . Share the article summary on page 4 
of this guide . Students can read using their own copies of the article and sticky notes to mark 
places they find interesting or have questions about . 

 2) DISCUSS THE ARTICLE: After reading, guide students to talk about the article using the 
Close Reading Questions on the article page . Also have them consider the symbolism present in 
the text and illustrations .

 3) READ NEW ARTICLES: Help students choose additional articles to read based on their 
inquiry questions or what they wonder . Refer to the Article Pages for summaries of each article 
within China’s Mythical Rulers.

4) COMPARE ARTICLES: After students have read multiple articles, guide them to make 
cross-text connections . Refer to page 12 to Compare Articles using prompts that help students 
integrate ideas and information .

DIG: China’s Mythical Rulers © November/December 2015

MINI-UNIT (cont .)

14
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APPLY: THE ANCIENT TIMES

Ancient peoples had to find ways to explain their world. Many mythological people 
and events were developed for this reason, but some are based in fact. How do these 
stories impact Chinese culture today? Using the articles (See Article Pages 4-11), the 
Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer (Page 17) and other sources (See Online Resources Page 
21) small groups of students will write newspaper articles about ancient events and 
connect them to modern times.

DIG: China’s Mythical Rulers © November/December 2015

MINI-UNIT (cont .)

15

GETTING STARTED: Divide students into small groups . Inform them they will be 
going back in time to report on ancient people . Each group will select one of the 
Five Emperors or Three August Sovereigns (See pages 4–9 and 12–19) .  They will 
write newspaper articles for The Ancient Times . The articles will include information 
about events of the past as well as the continuing influence of those involved . 
Remind the students of the structure of a newspaper article and show them the Mini 
Unit Graphic Organizer, which will help organize their notes for the articles .

TAKING NOTES: Support each group as it conducts research on the chosen leader 
and adds notes to the graphic organizer . Encourage the students to use as many 
resources as possible to get as full a picture of events as they can . Remind them to 
look for symbols that still have meaning today or other links to modern times .

WRITING and ILLUSTRATING: Continue to support the students as they compile 
their notes into newspaper articles . Encourage them to create at least one 
illustration for each article, or use an image in the public domain .

PUBLISHING: Once the articles are complete, have each group use word processing 
software to format and complete The Ancient Times and distribute copies to the 
class for discussion .
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NAME: _________________________

DIG: China’s Mythical Rulers © November/December 201516

Mini-Unit Graphic Organizer

What:

Article Title:

By line:

Who: When:

Where:

Why:

How:

Influence Today:
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ANALYZE GRAPHIC FEATURES

GRAPHIC FEATURE HOW THIS FEATURE HELPED 
YOUR UNDERSTANDING

PAGE
LOCATION

NAME: _________________________

DIG: China’s Mythical Rulers © November/December 201517
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CONCEPT CHART

ESSENTIAL QUESTION OR INQUIRY QUESTION:

ARTICLE 1: ARTICLE 2: ARTICLE 3:

Show how reading multiple articles developed your understanding of the 
essential question or or your own inquiry question.
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attribute  think of (something) as being made or 
created by (someone)

Despite its popularity today, the Pangu myth was first 
recorded in the third century B.C. in the historical 
Records of the Three Sovereign Divinities and the Five 
Gods, attributed to Daoist author Xu Zheng. (p. 3)

calamity  an event that causes great harm and 
suffering

It was very difficult to protect books against 
destruction by fire or other calamities. (p. 10)

decipher  to find the meaning of (something that is 
difficult to read or understand)

But now that you know a method for deciphering 
Chinese characters, you have started your journey to 
becoming a master code-breaker! (p. 36)

distinguish  to make (someone or something) 
different or special in some way 

Even now, the Xia dynasty is of great importance to the 
Chinese people, as it distinguishes them as one of the 
oldest and most stable civilizations in the world. (p. 10)

divination  the practice of using signs (such as an 
arrangement of tea leaves or cards) or special powers 
to predict the future 

Fuxi is also said to be the creator of the eight trigrams 
(bagua), a method of divination using stalks to 
produce unbroken and broken lines. (p. 8)

embellish  to decorate (something) by adding 
special details and features

Through the years, some emperors have rebuilt the 
site, embellished the structure, planted trees, and 
enlarged the surrounding area. (p. 26)

envision  to picture (something) in your mind

In China, the main sources of information about how 
the world and its environs were envisioned in the 
past are archaeological finds, heirloom artifacts, and 
preserved written texts. (p. 31)

filial of or relating to a son or daughter

The concept of filial piety requires a person to be good 
to one’s parents, elders, and ancestors, to perform 
tasks as instructed, and to show love and respect. (p. 
18) 

heirloom  a valuable object that is owned by a 
family for many years and passed from one generation 
to another

In China, the main sources of information about how 
the world and its environs were envisioned in the 
past are archaeological finds, heirloom artifacts, and 
preserved written texts. (p. 31) 

instrument  a tool or device used for a particular 
purpose 

In one ancient painting, Fuxi and Nuwa are shown 
interlocked, holding their instruments and with a sun 
above them. (p. 8)

obscure  difficult to understand

There are also those sensations—wind, for example—
that are felt rather than seen and whose origins are 
obscure. (p. 31) 

opulent  very comfortable and expensive

While we do not know exactly how the underground 
palace of an emperor might have looked, we can, to 
some degree, imagine its opulence and richness. (p. 
27) 

patron  a person chosen, named, or honored as a 
special guardian, protector, or supporter

Today, Shennong is still revered in China as the patron 
of pharmacy. (p. 9)

phenomenon  something (such as an interesting 
fact or event) that can be observed and studied and 
that typically is unusual or difficult to understand or 
explain fully

The Shiji reports that he assigned astronomers to 
observe celestial phenomena such as the sunrise, the 
sunset, and the rising of the stars, in order to create 
a new solar and lunar calendar that had 366 days per 
year. (p. 17)

pictorial  having or using pictures

Simplified characters are more mysterious because 
there are not as many pictorial clues. (p. 36)

plague  to cause constant or repeated trouble, 
illness, etc., for (someone or something)

During the reigns of Yao and Shun (see pages 12–19), 
the country was plagued by devastating floods that 
destroyed the lives of many people. (p. 21)

Glossary
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Glossary
primitive  of, belonging to, or seeming to come 
from an early time in the very ancient past

These individuals were said to be the source of China’s 
civilization, and their work explained how a primitive 
society was able to develop into a highly sophisticated 
one. (p. 3)

radiate  to go out in a direct line from a central 
point or area 

Eight arrow-like forms radiate from the outer circle, 
and outside that circle are four arrow-like forms 
pointing to the corners. (p. 32)

tyrannical  using power over people in a way that 
is cruel and unfair 

Thus, a dynasty typically began with its establishment 
by a capable founder and ended with its downfall 
caused by a mediocre head of state or even a 
tyrannical dictator. (p. 22)

virtuous  morally good 

The fourth and fifth emperors were Yao and Shun, two 
extraordinarily virtuous and capable leaders. (p. 10)
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AND SO THE WORLD STARTS!

• http://mythicjourneys .org/bigmyth/myths/english/2_chinese_full .htm

This is an overview of China which includes a video presentation of another version 
of the Chinese creation myth .

• http://www .livingmyths .com/Chinese .htm

This website has an overview of myths from many cultures, including a version of 
creation from China, with commentary about those myths .

 THE THREE AUGUST ONES

• http://www .chinaknowledge .de/History/Myth/wudi-rulers .html

A history of China, including articles on The Three Augusts and Five Emperors .

IN THE HISTORICAL RECORD

• http://deoxy .org/iching

This website provides images of each of the 64 I Ching symbols. 

THE SAGES

• http://www .mythencyclopedia .com/Wa-Z/Yellow-Emperor .html

An encyclopedia focused on myths and legends, this site also provides vocabulary 
and context .

YU THE GREAT

• http://www .chinahighlights .com/travelguide/china-history/the-xia-dynasty .htm

This website presents an overview of China, including a brief history of each dynasty .

• http://people .chinesecio .com/en/article/2010-05/24/content_134193 .htm

This website run by the Confucius Institute is meant to help others learn about Chi-
nese culture .
 

Online Resources


